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FOREWORD 


The history of the 78th Infantry Division in World War II, as 
in World War I, is a record of heroic achievement, mission accom- 
plished and outstanding service to the United States of America. 

War, as such, is opposed to American principles and ideals— neverthe- 
less, in time of emergency our citizens turn from peaceful pursuits to 
undertake protection of their country with steadfast determination. This 
was the situation when, in August 1942, 1 took command of the Light- 
ning Division at reactivation. Our first mission was to train thousands 
of men for combat. Wherever America was fighting her enemies, our 
men saw action. 

Then, in the spring of 1943, the Division began training as a unit. 
Teamwork, leadership and courage were the foundations on which we 
built with work, exercise and maneuver. After grave losses through 
transfer of personnel, the Division completed its tests and embarked for 
Europe in October 1944. Within two months we had assaulted and 
breached the formidable Siegfried Line in Germany. Rollesbroich, 
Simmerath, Kestemich, Konzen, Schmidt, the Schwammenauel Dam, 
the Cologne Plain, the Ludendorff Bridge, the Remagen Bridgehead 
and the Ruhr Pocket are names that will ever recall the gallantry of 
Lightning men. 

Compilation of the history of a combat unit is a daring task. Too great 
a part of a unit’s history lies buried with the men who made it. The deeds 
of one man on an unnamed hill, the actions of a squad fighting for an 
isolated farmstead, have decided many battles. By the nature of war, 
however, these actions remain unrecorded. For this reason our history 
is the Story of the Lightning Team, of all who wore the Lightning Patch, 
in a winning fight from reactivation at Camp Butner, N. C., in 1942, 
through our last combat mission at Wuppertal, Germany, 17 April 1945, 
and thereafter. 

Command of this Division during training and combat has, for me, 
been a privilege. But service with Lightning Men has been an honor. I 
sincerely hope that these pages will always remind you of the greatness 
to which civilian soldiers can rise as a team, of the good fellowship which 
you had and of the pride which you developed in making the Lightning 
Division what it was. 


10 September 1945 
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The 78th Divisimr id World War 1 



CHAPTER 1 


Preparation for Combat 

The history of the 78th Division goes back twenty-seven years to the 
First World War. 

It was in August, 1914 that Germany, upsetting the precariously bal- 
anced peace of Europe, declared war on Russia and France. In a matter 
of months all of Europe was ablaze and the war which the world had 
long dreaded was well under way. On April 7, 1917 the U. S. Senate by 
a vote of 86 to 6 declared a state of war to exist between Germany and 
the United States. General John J. Pershing was chosen to command an 
American Expeditionary Force and the first troops sailed for France in 
May. 

At the opening of 1918 the prospects of an Allied victory appeared 
almost doubtful. The capitulation of Russia in December 1917 had 
eliminated the Eastern Front and enabled Germany to divert 500,000 
German troops to the west. With this numerical advantage the German 
General Staff began making preparations for a tremendous final offen- 
sive which was to close the war. This offensive was launched March 21 
and continued in a series of five major assaults until about mid-July at 
which time the German offensive reached its high-water mark. At one 
point, British and French lines were driven to within forty-one miles of 
Paris, this crisis bringing about the first major participation of American 
soldiers in the actual fighting. 

On July 18 the Allied Commander-in-Chief, Marshal Ferdinand 
Foch, launched a counteroffensive against the Germans. With eight 
American divisions and one French division, he struck the front between 
Soissons and Ghateau-Thierry, and by August 6 had straightened out 
the salient which was threatening Paris. 

From the beginning General Pershing had planned that the American 
Army should be committed as a unit and that a definite section of the 
front should be assigned to it. The southern part of the battle line was 
accordingly timied over to him. Early in September Pershing collected 
his divisions from the various parts of the line where they had been fight- 
ing, organized them into the First American Field Army, and took over 
the critical 45-mile sector fronting St. Mihiel. 

It was at this point that the 78th Infantry Division began to make 
history. 

The 78th Division, National Army, had been organized one year pre- 
viously at Gamp Dix, New Jersey, in September 1917. Originally made 
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up of Selective Service men from Delaware, New Jersey, and New York, 
the Division was later supplemented by large groups from the New 
England states and Illinois. 

Unlike the modern triangular division, the 78th was originally a 
square division with four infantry regiments. The 309th and 310th Regi- 
ments formed the 155th Infantry Brigade; the 311th and 312th made up 
the 156th Brigade. In addition, there was the 153d Field Artillery Bri- 
gade consisting of three Field Artillery Regiments (307th, ^8th, 
309th). The three brigades plus Division troops totalled some 20,000 
men. 

On May 18, 1918, tlie Division moved to ports of embarkation at Bos- 
ton, New York, and Philadelphia, the leading units sailing next day. By 
June 12 all units had arrived in England, whence, after a brief stay in 
rest camps, they proceeded to France, landing at Calais and Le Havre. 

Throughout the summer of 1918 the Division moved from one training 
area to another. In the middle of August the 78th s Artillery Brigade was 
attached to the 90th Division and supported that Division in its occupa- 
tion of the Saizerais Sector. On September 10 the 78th moved up to the 
line northeast of Toul and was here designated I Corps reserve for the 
St. Mihiel OflFensive. 

The St. Mihiel Salient was roughly triangular in shape, with its base 
angles near Pont*-^-Mousson and Verdun, and its tip at St. Mihiel. It was 
approximately 35 kilometers across the base, extended 25 kilometers 
into Allied lines, and was vital in that it cut the Verdun-Toul railroad, 
covered the permanent fortifications at Metz, and would seriously 
threaten the flank of any Allied operations in the Meuse- Argonne region. 

It was originally planned that the attack on the St. Mihiel Salient 
would be exploited to the fullest extent. Early in September, however, 
the Allied High Command decided that the main attack would be 
launched in the Meuse-Argonne sector. The St. Mihiel Offensive, there- 
fore, was limited to clearing the salient so that the Meuse-Argonne Of- 
fensive would be insured. 

Pershing launched his offensive on September 12 and in three days the 
salient had been eliminated. 

The 78th, following and directly supporting the 2d and 5th Divisions, 
relieved these units after the initial attack, taking up positions in what 
became known as the Limey Sector, and maintaining the front line 
against stiff opposition. On September 26 the Division was ordered to 
execute a series of raids within its sector to divert enemy attention from 
the coming Meuse-Argonne Offensive. This it succeeded in doing. From 
September 17 to October 4, in accomplishing this mission, the 78th 
Division incurred substantial casualties. 
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The St. Mihiel Salient reduced, the American Army now began its 
Meuse-Argonne drive in the most important and strongly fortified posi- 
tion on the line. The severing of Germany’s vital arteries of supply in 
this region would make her positions to the west and northwest of Sedan 
untenable. Sedan was the objective, but first the enemy had to be cleared 
from the heavily wooded Argonne Forest and driven back eastward 
across the Meuse River. 

The Germans had constructed a strong system of field fortifications 
consisting of four distinct defensive positions. Into this zone 22 Ameri- 
can Divisions charged and for 47 days hammered away until American 
troops had cleared the Argonne Forest and reached the outskirts of 
Sedan. 

It was on October 10 that the 78th Division, relieved in the Limey 
Sector, moved into this attack in the Argonne Forest to participate in 
some of the bitterest and most significant fighting of the war. 

The Division took up positions on the American left flank on the very 
eastern reaches of the forest. On the night of October 15, maintaining 
liaison with right flank elements of the French Army, it struck at the line 
just south of Grand-Pre. Seizure of the high ground north of that town 
would, in effect, render Germany’s third defensive position untenable 
within the Division zone. Gapture of this position was the Division 
objective. 

In a series of vicious attacks, the 78th set about enveloping the strong- 
hold of Grand-Pre. By October 25 it had hacked its way into the Bour- 
gogne Forest and on October 31 the critical ridge nortih of Grand-Pre 
had been seized. That same day the town of Talma, one mile northwest 
of Grand-Pre, was also occupied. 

On November 1 the entire First Army resumed its general offensive to 
breach the fourth and last enemy defense line. The American I, V, and 
III Corps were lined up from left to right. The I and V Corps were to 
drive on Sedan. The III Corps on the right flank was to force a crossing 
of the Meuse. The I Corps launched the attack with three divisions in 
the line; the 78th, 77th, and 80th from left to right. The 78th Division 
was ordered to protect the left flank of the Corps and clear the Burgogne 
and Leges Forests of Germans. By November 2 this mission had been 
accomplished. The following day the withdrawal of the enemy was well 
under way. In close pmsuit the Division pushed northward through 
wood and swamps, and by nightfall of the 4th the front line had been 
advanced thirteen miles. Tired, having incurred heavy casualties, but 
having accomplished their vital mission, the 78th was relieved on No- 
vember 5 by the 42nd Division. 

Weeks before the American doughboys were within sight of Sedan 
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the German Government realized that the war was lost, but it was not 
until November 11 that the German representatives signed the Armis- 
tice which silenced guns along the Western Front. 

Five months later the 78th Division moved to ports of embarkation, 
the last elements arriving in New York on June 10, 1919. The demobili- 
zation of the Division was completed on June 19, 1919 at Camp Dix. 

Congress adopted an Eighteenth Amendment to the Constitution. 
Woodrow Wilson was succeeded by Warren G. Harding in the 1920 
presidential election. The ensuing years brought the administrations of 
Coolidge and Hoover, the transoceanic flight from New York to Paris by 
Charles Lindbergh in 1927 and the Wall Street market crash in 1929 
with the critical years of depression that followed. 

In 1933 the administration of President Franklin D. Roosevelt brought 
with it a multitude of measures known collectively as the New Deal, 
devised to meet the depression; it brought also, the repeal of the Eight- 
eenth Amendment by popular vote. 

A new generation had come into being. This was the generation that 
read All Quiet on the Western Front and said war was hell. This was the 
generation that generally accepted isolationism. This was the genera- 
tion that won World War II. 

At the opening of 1942, America was faced with the stupendous task 
of converting a strong but peaceful land into a citadel of military might 
capable of crushing the malevolent conspiracy of Axis Powers— Ger- 
many, Italy and Japan. The European continent was entirely in Axis 
hands. Russia, bearing the full brunt of the German Wehrmacht, was 
battling for her life. England, all alone and just oflF the Continent, was 
withstanding repeated bombings and bravely beating off the Luftwaffe. 
On the other side of the world Japan had dealt us a lethal blow, and her 
little men were overrunning vast territories virtually unopposed. 

In February of 1942 a 40,000-acre plot of timberland lying about fif- 
teen miles northwest of Durham, North Carolina, was designated by the 
War Department as Camp Butner, and here it was that the 78th “Light- 
ning” Division was to be officially reactivated. 

The clearing of timber and drainage of swamps, the hasty construc- 
tion of barracks, roads, obstacle courses, and drill fields, and sewage dis- 
posal and water-purification plants— indeed all the work that went into 
the creation of the Camp Butner military reservation— was typical of 
what was happening all over the country. Starting from scratch America 
had set out to train the most potent army in the world. Camp Butner 
was to be no country club. It was the training ground for fighting men. 
In less than four months 2,263 buildings sprang up and Camp Butner 
was dedicated. 
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Early in May, 1942 the War Department had announced that the 
Division commander was to be Maj. Gen. Edwin P. Parker, Jr., of 
Wytheville, Virginia. General Parker at fifty was one of the country’s 
youngest major generals. His ability to train men had been clearly estab- 
lished at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, where he had organized and, for 
more than a year, commanded the huge Field Artillery Replacement 
Training Center. 

General Parker and the Division staff arrived at Camp Butner on July 
8 together with an initial shipment of men, the cadre of the 78th Division. 
The camp was still under construction and equipment was arriving 
every day. Officers and enlisted men labored on the final preparations 
for the reception of the filler replacements, expected to arrive the follow- 
ing month. In the weeks that followed, these men, fresh out of “civvies, ’ 
became a part of the Division and assumed a new life, a new responsi- 
bility. 

On August 15, 1942, in an elaborate ceremony highlighted by the 
presentation of the National Colors and the respective unit distinguish- 
ing flags, the 78th Infantry Division was formally reactivated. 

The new Lightning Division was built around three infantry regi 
ments instead of four. The 155th and 156th Infantry Brigades had been 
disbanded. The 309th, 310th and 311th Regiments were reactivated; 
the 312th had previously been withdrawn from the 78th Division. The 
153d Field Artillery Brigade had become Headquarters, 78th Division 
Artillery. Where there had been the 307th, 308th, 309th Field Artillery 
Regiments and the 303d Ammunition Train, there were now four bat- 
talions the 307th, 308th and 903d Field Artillery Battalions ( 105mm. 
howitzer) and the 309th Field Artillery Battalion ( 155mm. howitzer). 
The 303d Engineer Regiment was redesignated the 303d Engineer 
Combat Battalion and was reactivated as such. The 303d Medical Regi- 
ment, its equipment radically changed, was reactivated as the 303d 
Medical Battalion. The 303d Field Signal Battalion, die 303d QM 
Battalion, and the Ordnance Company were redesignated company or- 
ganizations and became the 78th Signal Company, 78th Quartermaster 
Company, and the 778th Ordnance Company. The addition of a 
separate reconnaissance echelon, the 78th Cavalry Reconnaissance 
Troop, was also an innovation. The new 78th was to be streamlined, 
compact and triangular in organization, designed for mobility and 
shock action. Its organic personnel comprised in all no more than 
15,000 troops. 

It rained incessantly that first summer, and much time was spent pull- 
ing Camp Butner out of the mud. Improvised duckboards appeared on 
the sloping company streets. Ditches and culverts guided the muddy 
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clubs, and theaters where they could relax for a few hours of recreation. 
On free weekends, that is, when they weren’t on KP, guard, or a detail of 
some sort, men of the 78th made their way into Durham where they 
were welcomed by the residents with true Southern hospitality. Many 
permanent friendships were established here; many of the men married 
Durham girls. Durham “adopted ’’ the Division about this time. Duke 
University in Durham extended all sorts of privileges to the Lightning 
soldiers, and here some men retired to enjoy a measure of peace and 
tranquillity. Then it was back to the dreariness of Butner to resume their 
training. 

In March, 1943, its temporary mission “fully completed,” the 78th 
began to train as a combat division. Once again the rigors of training 
were “sweated out.” But now that the Division had its own men, sched- 
ules were more ordered and there was regular time for recreation. 

Training, however, was intensified. The men became hard, mentally 
and physically. Finally in mid-November, 1943 the Division went on 
“D” Exercise Maneuvers in South Carolina. This was but a preliminary, 
a practice run for the Army maneuvers which were to come later. After 
three weeks of field exercises through the maneuver area of South Caro- 
lina, the Division returned to Camp Butner. Again the training program 
was resumed— and intensified. The Division was becoming more and 
more a fighting team. Training at this time emphasized unit and inter- 
unit cooperation. Artillerymen began to get serious about firing for the 
infantry. Infantrymen began to think of support, of small-unit ma- 
neuver. Combat teams began to function as such. Finally, in January of 
1944 the 78th entrucked for the Second Army Maneuvers in Tennessee. 

For the remainder of the winter of 1944 the 78th Division maneuvered 
in Tennessee alternately with and against three other divisions and 
miscellaneous attached troops. Although no service ammunition was 
fired here the terrain and the elements were rough, with cold and rain 
and mud. It was always so with the infantry soldier. He was at constant 
war with the elements, which often were more formidable than the 
represented enemy. 

For two and a half months the men slogged their way through the 
mud of Tennessee— up hills, through streams, over mountains. For two 
and a half months the men slept in the cold and rain. There were long, 
exhausting marches from one area to another. There were numerous 
crossings of the dangerously swollen Cumberland River. Insofar as pos- 
sible, combat conditions were simulated, and the men held to them 
rigidly. They were being hardened for the day when combat conditions 
would actually prevail. 

The maneuver period was broken down into eight problems, or oper- 
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cadre turned to the task of assimilating the new replacements into the 
Division. 

On April 1 the Division had received a large shipment of men, fresh 
from the Army Specialized Training Program. Less than two weeks 
later this group of men was augmented by a group of former Air Corps 
cadets. The lost artillerymen were replaced by men from Field Artillery 
Replacement Training Centers. Once more the Division had a full com- 
plement of men, and once more the Division worked itself into a fight- 
ing team. 

For eight weeks the former ASTP men and Air Corps cadets were put 
through a stiff refresher course. They were instructed in the assembly, 
disassembly, cleaning and nomenclature of their basic weapons, the 
Ml rifle, the carbine, and pistol, until they recited part names in their 
sleep. They rebuilt the obstacle and combat courses and ran them at 
double time— bayonets fixed, lunging at dummies placed throughout the 
latter course. 

As the weather became warmer the men soon learned how hot the 
Virginia sun could feel under a full field pack on a 10-, 15-, or 25-mile 
hike. They assumed a hundred different positions on the various firing 
ranges, learning to handle their weapons, and in the ten-odd days that 
they lived on these ranges— marching out before daylight, returning 
after dark— they became masters of their weapons. They learned to dig 
foxholes, crawled through infiltration coiurses while mud was blasted up 
in their faces, and made their way through dense steaming woods. It 
was hard and the heat did not make it easier. The men of Artillery and 
Special Troops worked hard at their weapons, their trucks and their 
specialties. 

On the morning of June 6 the men of the 78th awoke to news of the 
invasion of Normandy. The Second Front had been (mened. Hope 
loomed large in the hearts of these men, who were feverishly training to 
take part in the tremendous struggle that was now entering its final 
phase. They seemed to realize that D-day dramatically inaugurated the 
beginning of the end to this overwhelming horror in which the world was 
enveloped. At noon the men were allowed an extra hour in which to 
listen to the invasion reports over the radio. Training did not cease, how- 
ever, despite the significance of the day. 

Field exercises were now inaugurated at battalion, regimental and 
combat-team levels. Night problems and night patrols became custom- 
ary. The problems increased in length. Division Artillery completed its 
GHQ firing tests at Camp Butner and Fort Bragg, and returned to 
Camp Pickett. 

On weekends when there were no night problems, no Saturday after- 
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more with training. Equipment was carefully checked— and packed 
away. The warehouses at Camp Pickett fairly bulged. Boxes were sten- 
cilled— 8268— which was to be the shipping number for the Division. 

Toward the end of September the Advance Party of the Division was 
designated. Under the command of the assistant division commander 
the Advance Party represented all Division units. Division patches and 
other identifying insignia were removed from uniforms and equipment 
of the group which departed Camp Pickett at dusk one evening for Fort 
Slocum, New York. Processing was there completed and die party 
boarded the liner Aquitania. On September 26 the ship was racing 
toward England without escort or convoy. 

Six days later the Aquitania dropped anchor off Glasgow and the Ad- 
vance Party entrained for Southampton to embark by Channel steamer 
for France. Landing of personnel and baggage at Omaha Beach was 
accomplished by transfer to LCTs, then to DUKWs when the LCTs were 
grounded by the running tide some four himdred yards from shore. 
Arrangements to receive the main body of the Division were almost com- 
pleted in the mud of “Camp 500” when the Advance Party was ordered 
to return to England by LST, it having been decided that the Division 
would land there instead of coming directly to the Continent as origi- 
nally planned. After debarking at Southampton, the party proceeded to 
“training areas” thirty miles west of the port, there to arrange for hous- 
ing, feeding and final training of the Division. 

Meanwhile, back at Camp Pickett, men were checked and rechecked 
for equipment, and wherever necessary new equipment was issued 
them. Censorship lectures were frequent. Then, suddenly, one day in 
early October censorship was a fact. The men had to leave their letters 
unsealed. The barracks began to take on an empty look as personal be- 
longings were sent home. Weekend passes were discontinued. Person- 
nel were restricted to their unit areas. Last-minute details were checked. 
Then— the men packed their duffel bags for the last time and hoisted 
them to their shoulders. 

At Camp Kilmer, N. J., they read pencilled marks on the walls of their 
barracks: Arrived May 6— Left May 9; Arrived July 11— Left July 16. 
They looked— and wondered. Was this happening to them? But there 
was little time for wondering. There were too many lectures to attend; 
too many forms to fill out. There was new equipment to draw. Men 
drew gas masks, and attended a lecture on their use. They waited in line 
for inoculations and medical exams. Finally, there were 12-hom' passes 
to New York— not quite forty minutes away. In New York there were 
phone calls; “Hello Ma— I can’t tell you where I am. I’m some place 
along the eastern seaboard. But I tell you— I can’t.” It was all like that. 
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sun came out briefly and then disappeared. Finally a voice ordered the 
men below deck. Men crowded the portholes, to look out. The 78th 
Division was on it way. 

There was an odd assortment of ships in the convoy, each with a war- 
time coat of vague blue-gray. The John Ericsson, formerly the Kungs- 
holm, was the flagship. The Carnavan Castle, formerly of the British 
Merchant Marine, now refitted as a troop transport, was making her 
maiden voyage as such. Also carrying Lightning men was a transport, 
the George O. Squier. The usual escort of armed Navy craft aflForded 
protection for the troopships. 

The trip lasted nine days. For many of these men this was their initial 
acquaintance with the ocean. Some were ill, but the great majority fared 
well. When they were not taking calisthenics or attending classes they 
would stand and watch the incessant motion of the waves, the ever- 
changing colors. For miles around, littering the horizon, the men noted 
the other ships in their convoy. Every precaution was taken— against 
fire, against violation of the blackout. No accident occurred. Finally, 
one early morning, the convoy began to break up. The convoy was 
nearing England. 

Two of the ships docked at Southampton, the other at Plymouth, all to 
be greeted by British officers and British bands. After interminable 
waiting under their load, the men disembarked. The men staggered into 
compartments of English trains; stumbled into their seats. By the time 
they caught their breath, wiped the sweat from their brow, the train 
was moving. But— where were they going? They looked out, and saw 
pillboxes, concertina wire, AA installations. So this was England. 

The trains hadn’t been moving long when they came to a stop. The 
compartment doors burst open and the men dismounted. They looked 
about them at what was to be their home for the next few weeks. Guides 
from the Advance Party led them to their respective unit areas. 

The 78th Division spent approximately four weeks in Bournemouth. 
In peacetime this had been a resort town. Now its beaches were lined 
with miles of concertina wire— and mines. Its hotels were no longer 
filled with tourists, but with GIs, or as the English call them— Yanks. Of 
course, the men missed many of the conveniences of home, but it was not 
bad. There was training during the day, but on free nights there was a 
different story. There were pubs, and dance halls, movies and theaters, 
tea-rooms and restaurants. And, of course, there were girls. Many of the 
men were fortunate enough to get a 36-hour pass to London. It was 
wonderful— too good to last. It didn’t last. 

In mid-November the Division’s Advance Party was again assembled. 
From Southampton by LST the party sailed to Le Havre and moved by 
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motor to Yvetot, France, where bivouac areas for the Division were laid 
out. Before the main body of the Division arrived, the assistant division 
commander with a small staff was ordered to report to Maastricht, Hol- 
land, the then location of U. S. Ninth Army Headquarters. Under and 
among “buzz bombs,” bivouac areas were assigned in the vicinity of 
Tongres, Belgium. Back in England the main body of the Division be- 
gan packing all over again. Another train ride. The Division was mov- 
ing to France, 

The Channel crossing was far rougher than the ocean voyage, but it 
didn’t last as long. Men accompanying vehicles rode LSTs. The rest of 
the Division sailed on British Channel transports. The voyage, due to a 
■wait for calmer waters, took about four days. Finally, over the choppy 
■water, the haze on the horizon began to take shape. Land became more 
3 .nd more discernible and finally Le Havre— or what was left of it— 
hove into view. Some of the men stayed on their ships and continued up 
the Seine River to Rouen, where they disembarked for Yvetot. 

For the men of the 78th, Le Havre was their first pictture of a Euro- 
pean battleground. The devastation left a profound impression on the 
men. They realized what America had been spared. 

Those who had hoped for billets in France were disappointed. There 
were no billets. The men pitched shelter-halves in the soggy pastures. 
When they woke it was raining. For seven days it rained, and die world 
seemed immersed in mud. “Camp Mud,” they called it. Besides the 
rain, there was a cutting bite in the air. For a few days the men stumbled 
through the mud without overshoes, but at last overshoes arrived. The 
men began to hear of trench foot. Some ate Thanksgiving dinner stand- 
ing ankle-deep in mud. 

Shortly after Thanksgiving the Division moved again— this time to 
Tongres, Belgium. The vehicles were loaded with equipment and troops. 
The remainder of the personnel were sent by train— in the well-known 
40-and-8s. By the end of November the Division had reassembled in the 
Tongres area, where it was placed in Ninth Army reserve. 

Belgium, having been recently freed, regarded the Division as part of 
the liberating forces. The troops, gratified at the attention paicT them, 
were none the less a trifle embarrassed. They hadn’t done anything yet. 

In the Tongres area the signs of war were increasing. Daily the Ger- 
man V-1 weapons, “buzz bombs,” roared through the sky with long 
streams of sparks flying from their tails. A few landed in the Division 
area. Here, too, was first heard the roar of antiaircraft batteries. Train- 
ing was still carried on and last-minute checks of equipment were 
made. Then one day a full supply of ammunition was issued each man. 

Toward the end of the first week in December the Division moved 
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again— this time into Germany, The Division was assigned to the V 
Corps of the First Army. The troops were bivouacked in a forest near 
die town of Rotgen, where the Division command post was estabhshed. 
Here in the war room the plan of the first attack was being drawn. The 
rear echelon was located a few miles away at Raeren, Belgium, where 
were set up the records and administrative sections. The members of 
the band, their instruments stored away, shouldered Ml rifles and 
guarded CP installations. Signal Company jeeps skidded down the icy 
roads, maintaining contact with the regiments. The 778th Ordnance 
Company set up its repair stations; 78th Quartermaster, its supply 
depots. 

On December 9 the Division moved forward again— to the outskirts of 
Lammersdorf, Germany. Here the men first heard the names of Rolles- 
broich, Simmerath and Kesternich. OflBcers and key noncommissioned 
officers went up to the lines, observed what was taking place, and then 
returned to orient the men they commanded. 

On December 12 these men of the Lightning Division stood poised- 
ready. They were about to join in a living, breadiing sense the long ranks 
of men who had built America with blood, and sweat, and pain. 
But the majority of the men lay in their shelters that night and won- 
dered. The ground was covered with a thin, crusted blanket of snow. 
The sky was overcast. Ahead of them lay a vast, formidable unknown. 
With them was a miserable coldness, a loneliness, a deep-rooted fear. 
They fistened to the occasional bellow of heavy artillery pieces. Some 
men slept that night. Most of them lay awake. 
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CHAPTER 2 

ATTACK 


On the morning of June 6, 1944, in one of the most complicated and 
difiScult military operations ever attempted, Allied forces had seized 
beachheads on the Normandy coast of France. Twelve days later the 
American First Army slashed across the Normandy Peninsula and the 
following week seized the port of Cherbourg at its tip. Simultaneously, 
British and Canadian troops had driven east to liberate Caen. The 
beachhead on the continent of Europe was secure, and Allied armor and 
manpower now piled up for the breakthrough into France. 

By the end of July the American forces had smashed through the 
small village of St. L6, where the Germans had elected to make a stand, 
and had driven on to Avranches at the base of the Normandy Peninsula. 
Suddenly General Patton’s heretofore secret Third Army swept past 
Avranches and, while one Corps swept into Brittany, the bulk of his 
Army swung east to meet the British and Canadian forces driving from 
Caen. On August 12, threatened by a giant encirclement, the Germans 
began withdrawing from Normandy through the Falaise gap. As Allied 
air might pounded the fleeing Germans, converging British and U. S. 
armies met at Argentan. The German Seventh Army was surrounded 
and knocked out. 

The invading forces were then increased by the U. S. Seventh Army 
which, on August 15, accomplished a series of landings on the southern 
coast of France. Paris was liberated on August 25. 

While the Canadian First Army held the left flank along the Channel 
ports, the British Second and U. S. First Armies swept across France and 
into Belgium along a 500-mile front. U. S. Third Army spearheads 
branched south to meet the advancing Seventh Army and east toward 
the ancient fortified city of Metz. 

By September 6 the British were in Antwerp. Luxembourg was lib- 
erated on September 10. The appearance of the U. S. Ninth Army on 
the Continent marked the capture of the French port of Brest, and 
brought the Allied armies on the western front to a total of seven. ^ 

Three airborne divisions were dropped into Holland in an attempt to 
outflank the enemy and drive into Germany across the level normern 
plain. Bad weather augmented the stubborn and temporarily successful 
defense put up by crack German troops in this area. 

On October 21 Aachen, the first major city inside the north German 
border, fell to American First Army troops after massive aerial pound- 
ings and days of bitter fighting. 
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Belgium was completely liberated on November 5. To the south die 
U. S. Third Army smashed through battered Metz to the Moselle while 
the U. S. Seventh and French First Armies took Strasbourg and, on De- 
cember 7, crossed over into Germany. The mighty Wehrmacht had been 
pushed back across its own borders. 

The Alhes now prepared the conquest of Germany. 

Aachen had been the beginning. The city held out for weeks under a 
ceaseless artillery bombardment. All up and down the German border 
resistance was stiflFening and holding. The Allied armies had been de- 
layed just long enough to allow the Germans to man and to reinforce 
their Siegfried Line defenses. Aachen was a symbol. From Holland to 
Switzerland the Siegfried Line was swarming with newly trained Volks- 
grenadiers as well as seasoned troops from the Russian front. Germany 
was preparing to make a bitter stand to defend her sacred soil. 

As the concentrated force of the Ninth Army ground through the 
fortifications east of Aachen, an added threat had been recognized. The 
relatively obscure Roer River flowed directly across the path of advance. 
The Roer was not a very large river, and it looked innocent enough. But 
military intelligence and photo interpretation warned that the Roer 
could be flooded at the will of the Germans. 

About ten miles to the south of Aachen a great earth dam known as the 
Schwammenauel held back millions of gallons of water in the Ruhr- 
stausee. Dammed up behind the Ruhrstausee was another, though 
smaller, lake, the Urft Stausee. These two dams could unleash 22 bil- 
lion gallons of water, flooding all the towns along the Roer from Heim- 
bach to Roermund. Garefully timed, this flood could sweep away the 
men and equipment engaged in any river-crossing operation north of the 
dams. But ... if the dams were destroyed or captured before an Alhed 
crossing, this threat would be removed. 

The dams had been bombed with ten-ton blockbusters. Pockmarked 
and battered, they continued to stand. Veteran infantry divisions at- 
tempting to assault the dams from the northwest through the Hiirtgen 
Forest and the Siegfried Line, discovered that the German defenses 
were devilishly and ingeniously planned. American troops had previ- 
ously advanced to Schmidt, within a few miles of their objective, but 
were forced to withdraw. The dams remained intact in German hands. 

General George C. Marshall in the Biennial Report of the Chief of 
Staff of the U. S. Army covering the period from July 1, 1943, to June 30, 
1945, said: 

East of Aachen troops of the First Army fought splendidly through bloody 
Hiirtgen Forest, taking heavy casualties and inflicting heavy losses on the 
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sion’s right flank and rear. The final phase called for the advance on 
Schmidt from the southwest and finally the seizure of the mighty dam. 
Each phase was to be initiated on Corps order. 

On December 11 the Lightning Division’s first field order of World 
War II was published. Corps set D-day for December 13. 

The Field Order assigned to the 309th Regiment the task of seizing 
first Bickerath and Simmerath and then, when a passage had been 
cleared, moving on to Kestemich. The 2d Battalion of the 310th was 
attached to the 309th for the operation. The area from Rollesbroich to 
Witzerath was assigned to the 310th, Rollesbroich to be captured by the 
3d Battalion and the 1st Battalion to secure the regiment’s right flank by 
seizing and clearing the area south from Rollesbroich to Witzerath. 
These were to be the objectives for the first phase of this attack. 

Meanwhile the 78th Reconnaissance Troop was to make a demonstra- 
tion in the northern sector of the Division zone to attract the enemy’s 
attention. The 311th Regiment had already moved up to the line, tem- 
porarily attached to the 8th Division, adjacent to the north boundary of 
the 78th Division zone. 

Accompanying the field order, the intelligence annex outlined antici- 
pated opposition and the type of terrain over which the attackers would 
soon have to pass. Directly in front of the Division zone were two belts 
of defensive fortifications. The first, running roughly north and south, 
extended from Bickerath to Paustenbach and Lammersdorf. The sec- 
ond extended through the Strauch-Steckenborn ridge and southeast 
along the Roer River Dam lakes. Elements of two Volksgrenadier divi- 
sions defended the area: the 272d and 277th, each with an estimated- 
strength of from 5,000 to 7,000 men. Commanders were warned that 
counterattacks were to be expected. 

Attached to the Division for this initial operation were: 709th Tank 
Battalion; 893d Tank Destroyer Battalion; 987th Field Artillery Bat- 
talion (155mm. guns, Self-Propelled) (minus Batteries A and C); 7th 
Field Artillery Battalion, (105mm. howitzers); and 62d Field Artillery 
Battalion, (105mm. howitzers, Self-Propelled). 

Higher headquarters ordered that one infantry regiment of the 78th 
Division relieve 8th Division troops. Hence the 311th Infantry was 
temporarily under the control of the 8th Division to the north of the 
Division zone. With these attachments, less one organic infantry regi- 
ment, the 78th was to enter combat in what General Bradley had 
described as a very difficult attack. 

Because surprise was essential, radios were silenced and the artillery 
fired only harassing missions before the attack. 

During the nights of December 11 and 12 the 309th and the 310th had 
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cellars and foxholes, rubbing tlje traces! of restless sleep from their eyes, 
nnd moved forward over an unfriendly landscape which they knew only 
from inaps, Otht^^^ low-yoieed drdei s the^^ no sound but, the 
crunch of snow underfoot and thip occasional distant boom of I55s on a 
harassing mission. ■> ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Over dm slippery snow' of thf> r<mds, through t}»e driftirig- snow in 
the field, in almost total darkness, they crossed the line of departure 
yliere the iO:&l Gavalry Grfnip hhd^ holding, liieu they were ou 
their own. The biting. edld .Whi^^^ made tite ni^it miserable was 
forgotten the fear of 

Companies K and b led the 3d Battalion of the 310th Into action. 
Together they climl>edjdie sfee^ cliff which was the; line of departure. 
“Thr’n sliding aDd plunging, they deployed on^^^ across 

vvhicbfey RpBesbitincltGompany K 

Ccanp^y south towiind the LammersdOTf --Brdlcsbroi^ Road. 

As Company Kmoved upward and to the righ t of a small hill over- 
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looking Rollesbroich, the platoons kept contact with difficulty. It was 
still very dark. 

Suddenly there was a flash and an explosion. Someone had stepped 
on a mine. Tense faces, which had been lighted up briefly, stared 
through the darkness toward the place where someone had fallen, then 
turned again toward their objective. The aid men as always were close 
behind. 

But the sky was now beginning to show strains of light, and the sepa- 
rate squads and platoons began to show up as groups of shadowy figures, 
eyes to the groimd, straining upward over the icy slope. 

Suddenly a squad of Germans entrenched up ahead let go at 
them with rifle fire. The first tendency was to drop to the ground, to 
figure out the next move. One squad, however, moving up as the firing 
ceased, was able to capture the enemy without a fight. The bedraggled 
Volksgrenadiers who had been doing the firing had run out of am- 
munition. 

Company K’s advance continued. On up and around the hill they 
moved. They reached the crest, and below them they could distinguish 
the dim outlines of a town . . . Rollesbroich. 

They had taken their first hill. The town seemed to be within grasp. 
Then the enemy resistance really began. There was a zinging of bullets 
and the tac-a-tac-a-tac of a machine gun from a pillbox on a hill to the 
north of the town. The lead men dropped to the ground and wriggled 
back to shelter. A Lightning man lay where the machine gun had 
caught him before he could drop. 

An explosion and flying snow and earth to the right told them that 
the first mortar shell had come in. They began to dig. They were on the 
reverse slope of an exposed hill. To advance directly would have 
been suicide. 

Meanwhile wire crews had been laboring with their heavy reels up 
over the high clifiF at the line of departure. Now the wires were in, and 
the ever-present Forward Observer from the 903d Field Artillery Bat- 
talion called back for fire on a pillbox, and against the entrenchments on 
the hill which commanded their positions. The men listened thankfully 
as the 105 howitzers lobbed the shells in . . . The time was 0715. 

Company L was also running into difficulty to the south. Initially 
their advance had been rapid, although many men were scratched and 
bruised as they plunged through the snowdrifts, or elbowed their way 
through clumps of bushes and hedgerows. Company L men first met 
the grey-clad Germans at 0625 when enemy rifles began to snipe at 
them from some place up ahead. As they approached their first objec- 
tive, a small hill overlooking Rollesbroich from the south, a barrage of 
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The 310th sSelxH' HoSlesbraich, 


mortar shells dese^iidtul upon theith 
hearts pounding against the >vet sivoW 
Company L took the luh. But tjiey;, too, were under machine-gun 
fire. A pillbox, camouflaged to resenrble a famihouse; stood on the mterr^ 
section of the Lammersdorf-HQllesbr^oicli road and the raain street of 
RpUesbrcifchvv, At any sign oi jobvernent the hill was peppered with 
bullets... ■ ^ ^ " 

Genhan pilfl>Dxe.s were solid structiii'es of steel and reuiforced con^ 
Crete, biult to take puinshnient, were as mucli a.^ twelve l^t 

thick and the firing embrasures sO pa^^^ as to make accurate firing 
into them practicaily inipQ.s.sible from any distance, Tlironghout the 
Siegfried belt of defenses there pillboxes at almost every road 
jiijicture or' enrye io thc^ cleVerl|*'eaniouflaged and built into the 
sides of hilk. Each pillbox \yas^ in the integrated systoin of 

defense, and since theh weapon mutually supporting* covered 

all the routes of approach with iOterlOc^^^^^^ fire. 

Company K oii a hifl to die hOrtli ahd^ on a hill to tlie 

south, knowing how well the the fields of advance covered 

by machine guns and mortars, tdofe s^ tlie situatioii and revised 
plans to talte the town. 


e men 
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Southeast of Lammersdorf, on the main roads leading into Sinuuerath, 
the 1st and 3d Battalions of the 309th were experiencing their H-hour. 
The 1st Battalion, led by Company A, moved along the northern road 
to Simmerath for seven hundred yards without incident. Then mines 
exploded, men fell and the enemy let loose everything he had. Men of 
Company C, moving close behind in reserve, fell under the fire of mor- 
tars before they had a chance to get the enemy in their sights. 

On hand with the advancing platoons were forward observers from 
the 308th Field Artillery Battahon. These forward observers were to 
be with the advancing troops all through combat. At 0730 the 308tli 
howitzers began to fire at the mortar and machine-gun positions which 
were holding up the Doughboys. And now, too, radio silence had been 
lifted. The desired surprise had been achieved and all communication 
facilities were working together to keep the attack coordinated. 

Company B, second in the attacking echelon, did not wait to find 
out how close the mortars were landing, but took advantage of the first 
daylight to move off on the left flank. Dodging through die minefield, 
skirting the hedgerows, the company headed north of Simmerath. Men 
were hurt in that minefield and men were killed, but it was one 
of those operations in which the men who survived kept moving ahead. 
An hour later, despite minefields, mortars and small-arms fire, the men 
of Company B were moving down into Simmerath from the north. 

The men of Company C, edging off on the right flank, were approach- 
ing Simmerath from die west at about the same time. Company A 
meanwhile continued down the main road through the minefield and 
in the face of constant machine-gun fire, crossed the Rollesbroich-Sim- 
merath road, and moved on toward Witzerath. The surprised Jerries 
who were captured by the men of the three companies testified to the 
speed and suddenness of the attack. 

Below Paustenbach Hill Companies K and L of the 3d Battalion of 
the 309th were moving toward Bickerath. Before daybreak they had 
captured Germans in their foxholes. At first it looked as if it was going 
to be easy. Then they hit the minefield which extended north and south 
throughout the Division zone. Men of Companies K and L advanced leav- 
ing some of their buddies in the minefield, and felt the first fire of Ger- 
man machine guns. Company I moving up behind them, prepared to 
pass through and lead the assault once Bickerath was reached. 

As the foggy half-light gave way to daylight the attack continued all 
up and down the line. But now behind the infantry other men could 
be seen working. Company A of the 303d Engineers was clearing mines 
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was, a deai^Ujv . ■ ‘ 

from tive to^ids to the tanks and tank desti't^ers were 

preparing to tcottie in was elearmg 
thdniinefields behinctthe 3lbth adv^a^ oda^r Enginepi s .prepared 
dt^nolition charges to be nsed against ptHboxes 
This mine ciearihg was a iVTootr pressed down on tfe 

hard caihjt of suovv might set off a raipe a yard awav% But it was to 
hecome 5 ^ the enj^Beehs. Bemolis^^^ piflhoxes Was to be 

a major prolffein o£ the attack on thp Siegfried Line. 

Men of the 78th Signal Conipauy moved close in with wire to k^ip 
telejffroneVoohtac and battahon witemen laid \vire right fchmuglr the, 
minefields. The sharp S}dlables of die phonetic alphabet caine over die 


radios and messengers sped back and fortli in their jcqis.. 'Die attack 
was taking shape as reports came iiito Reginiental and Division head- 
quarters,. ^ 


On December 9^.f our days prior to the main attack, the B tl dr t jffanfcry 
Regmient had info die Urie east of Jagmhaus; Cantiany^ in. die 

southernmost sector of the 8th Division ,2X>iie; and 
^ RattalipnS df the 311 th offi dally rehev ed die 13th Irifhatry Regi- 
ment hut die remainder of die relief vvns acciMiplished day, 

in a blinding snow.storin and under cov^er of smoke laid down W moriars. 
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The mission of the 311th was diversionary. The 311th was to attack 
on the morning of the 13th at the same time its companion regiments 
of the 78th Division launched the main drive farther south. Although 
this constituted a diversion, it was rough going. Enemy mortar shells fell 
all that night. 

As the morning of the 10th dawned, the infantrymen began to look 
around. They were in the dark Hiirtgen Forest. All around them were 
pine trees covered with snow and shutting out the light. Ahead of them 
the forest dipped down into a deep valley, in which die darkness seemed 
to be nearly opaque. Many of the trees had been stripped of foliage by 
artillery. 

The regiment occupied positions prepared by the 13th Infantry: fox- 
holes, shallow trenches, and dugouts covered with logs. The ^ Bat- 
talion held the northern part of the front, while the 1st Battalion pre- 
pared for the main diversionary effort in the south. The 3d Battalion 
was temporarily in reserve near regimental headquarters in the Jager- 
haus, the only building in the area. 

The first few days were spent in convincing the enemy of a build-up 
of force opposing him. Mortars of Companies D and H blasted at the 
enemy'night and day and patrols were sent out into the forest to make 
sure that the Germans continued to occupy their positions down the 
hill, in the darker part of the forest. 

A patrol in Hiirtgen Forest was more serious than the 311th Doughs 
had ever conceived in training. Every tree was a possible hiding place, 
every clump of bushes might have been a machine-gun nest. Treading 
softly through this no man’s land was impossible. When a party of 
men moved through the forest inevitably some stepped on twigs wnich 
cracked loudly, broke through the forest floor into holes and depressions, 
stmnbled over roots. The advantage lay with the man who saw his 
enemy first, or with the patrol which was able to lay silently in ambush. 

During the time the 311th was preparing for its attack the men learned 
to dread one thing in particular . . . the tree-burst. An artillery or mor- 
tar shell exploding against a tree was more destructive than one land- 
ing on the ground. Exploding high in the branches of the pines it would 
scatter death over a fifty-yard area. There was no warning other dian 
the usual whistle of artillery coming in. Then a blast overhead and 
wounded and dying men lay about. Even dugouts covered with logs 
were not complete protection against tree-bursts. 

At 0300 on the 13th, the men of the 1st Battalion moved up to begin 
the attack, and at 0630, shortiy after the main 78th Division attack had 
begun to the south, they struck at the enemy entrenchments and pill- 
boxes down the hill. The forest was as bad a place for offensive war- 
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fafe as it was good for defense. If was especially diffiGult tb place, 
exacdy die epemyVpositioos. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 1 ^ 

Company B and C men crept for\^ard against die deadly defenses 
devised by the Germans^ as the dawn began to .sift llirough the trees. 
The enemy had placed boobytraps and trip flares throiighont the 
along the routes of approach, Unw'aiy' men 


mg on wtre§ placed 
beneath the snow or bung between the trees* set o0^ blazing flares which 
wamed the enemy of our approach, of'explocled charges of TNT. The 
advance was a nightmare. By the time the men had reaclicd the eueffly 
ou^psts they were wet widi melted snow and perspiration. But despite' 
the warning trip flares, the enemy was surjmsed. Before the sleepy 
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Germans realized that an attack was beginning they found American 
infantrymen all aroimd and amongst them. 

Company K attacked on the right flank, A on the left flank. The 
enemy threw in reserves and showered the attackers with mortar shells. 

Jerry machine guns began to open up. Though their feet were half 
mnnbed with cold, their minds dulled in this first action, the 311th men 
kept moving ahead. Within a few hours they had progressed several 
himdred yards beyond their line of departure. There they dug in, the 
first objective taken. 

This diversionary advance was now completed. It remained to make 
secure the newly won positions, and to get accustomed to unprotected 
life in a primeval forest. 

On December 17 Company K again tasted the bitter action of an 
attack. Enemy troops attempted a penetration from the north. Com- 
pany K got them out. The men of the Company were more cautious 
this time. They had learned to look for trip flares and boobytraps. Their 
timing improved as they hit the ground. German soldiers who smrvived 
the attack withdrew rapidly and in a disorganized manner. 

This completed the offensive action by the 311th in the Hiirtgen 
Forest. 

The main effort to the south, meanwhile, had progressed materially. 
It was 0800 of the 13th and the battle had really begun. 

Artillery, fifteen battahons of it, from the close-in 105s of the support 
battalions to the earth-shaking 8-inchers of Corps Artillery, slammed 
shells into the enemy lines. 

It was daylight now and the enemy knew what he was up against. 
The problem now was to capture and secme assigned objectives before 
the enemy could organize a coimterattack. 

In the north the initiative was with Company L of the 310th’s 3d Bat- 
talion. The men of Company L were back in me shelter of the hill they 
had captured, stamping their feet, shrugging deeper into the rough 
wool of their uniforms, to gain some measure of warmth. The cross- 
roads pillbox still held up their advance, and the sweat worked up by 
the dash south was turning to ice on their backs. Boots and socks were 
sodden with sweat and melted snow. 

An attack which had carried the first platoon almost to the em- 
brasiures of the pillbox, had been thrown back by machine-gun fire from 
the Germans, secure behind their ten feet of steel and concrete. 

Two engineers from Company B of the 303d Engineers labored up 
the hill behind the company positions. They were carrying pole charges, 
long clumsy-looking affairs with all the weight on die explosive end. 
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Cleverly cammuQaged / . each pillbox was a strongpoint 

As they mwcid up aud over die hiU tbd mortats to come in again. 
The men on die hiU watched the eiigim'ers sbd and crawled 

around toward the leftj the 4)ihid^ of the pillbox. The Germans 
fired into space. But they ^seemed to he imdeciaed a.s to jiisl what the 
two engineers were try ing to do. So the engineer.'St sometimes walking, 
sometimes crawling, moved up to the side of the pilllKix, placed theu 
charges, stepped back, and hit the^^ no explosion; 

The charges were w'et. The migiueers. ahnqst ejihausted, started back 
towmd Ghmpany L^ positions on the 
Widi the pililiox still effectively blocking the way, two oqurses lu- 


mained for thaeompany. The firsh tp try to knock out the pUlbcrx with 
artillery, Wras clroppcd from consideration by the company commander. 
Artiliety shells biastm^^^ 


wounded men of die Coinpany who shadow of the structure. 

The men prepared to follow the secostl^ t^^^ the pillbox. 

Running, touching, dowh dii^hdl toWar^^ squad ot Com- 
pany L men reached the shelter of a hedgerow^ in the 

pillbox had not fired a shot The of the squad ed^ 


towm along die hedgerow, and other sf|oa^tis skidduig <lo\vn the 
hill after tnem, moving as fast as they could over the slick surface. The 
Gemians in the piUbox nicked diis time to open Rm Soine of the nui- 
ning men were caught betw'cen steps, before their ftHward inovemenl 
had^ stopped. Right then, too, the men niovirig along the hedgerow' 
learned tliat German mortars had their sheltered line pf advance zeroed 
in. As the mortars direw frozeii .sod and frugnients of smeV towar diem 
and as machine gmis in the pUlbox started kicking Up dirt up and down 
die hill; tfre stealthy approach .was abanddned altogedier for a dash 
tovvaid the southw estern edge of ^ 
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As the men approached the town they heard two sounds above the 
others, the whinmg of Jerry bullets fired from houses on the outskirts, 
and the crack, crack, crack of their own artillery fire coming in all along 
the main street. The 903d and 307th Field Artillery Battalions were 
lobbing their shells in from just behind the Line of Departure. 

As the advance men of Company L moved up to the first buildings 
of the town, a forward observer sent back a cease-fire order. The artil- 
lery stopped coming in. 

A loose-limbed private stood up from where he had dropped when 
the Germans began to snipe at him from the houses, ran zig-zagging 
forward, dropped into a ditch, rose to a crouch, ran to a clump of bushes 
within fifty feet of the nearest house, pulled the pin of a grenade and 
threw it toward a window. It missed, bounded off the wall of the house 
and fell to the ground. The private dropped back behind the bushes, 
hugged the ground as the grenade exploded, showering the area with 
fragments. 

The soldier then rose to his feet, ran up close to the house, threw a 
grenade through the first-floor window from which a sniper had been 
firing, and crouched down as it exploded. Running up to the wall of 
the house, he dropped a grenade through another window, pressed 
himself against the wall, and felt the explosion of the grenade within. 
Somebody’s dining room was full of holes. A few Jerries were out of 
the fight. The entry of Rollesbroich had begun. 

Back in the open fields some of the Company L men had run into 
German-manned foxholes, but these Germans smrendered readily at 
the point of the bayonet. Now all of the platoons of the Company were 
entering the town. Hand grenades, rifle grenades, and marmine guns 
soon made the closest buildings untenable to the Germans within. 
Houses which a few minutes before had threatened their advance, now 
offered them haven against mortar and machine-gun fire. 

House-to-house fighting broke out as they moved up the main street 
of Rollesbroich. Germans with burp guns seemed to be lurking at every 
window ready to fire at the first man who exposed himself. All open 
spaces were a hazard. But burp guns ate up ammunition fast and it was 
not uncommon for a German to fire five or six magazines, then run from 
the house yelling “Kamerad!” Under other circumstances it might have 
been fimny. 

Rollesbroich was in bad shape. Artillery had been falling in the town 
ever since the First Army hit the Siegfried Line, and the civilian occu- 
pants had long since moved east across the Roer River. The 78th in- 
fantry men moving along the two parallel streets of the town were con- 
scious of the desolation. A few of the houses had been totally wrecked 
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The Genuan mortals, muies, and machloe the toads to 

towti impa&sable, hut Company 


L and tlu' men from 
already in the town, By noon ihoy had deami out nearty all of the 
town s fiffy houses. The. Siegfried iJno had hist ohe^ atiehors- 
Rollesbroich was in American hands* 

Slmrdy afternoon Company B led the 1st Battalion of die 310th along 
the road from Lammersdorf to Bollesbrojch. The sbaq>. \vhistle 
of SSsAvas added to the din of exploding mines/ Company B/ptehed to 
within sight of {lie crossroads fort, vvhidi had held iip Company L 
earlier in die da^ Receiving heavy fire, the. company began to dig in. 

At dmO-Conipan by -passed Company K’s liillsidc positions in 

an addnpttpc^^ high bill to the nortli froiii yliich the enemy 

had been firing incessantly. The capture of tliis hill woukl clear a major 
obstaclpfrom Company K’s line ol advance {itid cnt off po.ssible Germaii 
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counterattacks from the east. The men of Company I managed to move 
eastward about a hundred yards. Then the pillbox started skipping 
machine-gun bullets into their midst, and mortar shells began to ^op 
from the sky. The Doughs began to dig in along the northern road lead- 
ing into the town, thankful that they had a semblance of cover. 

North of the 310th sector, the 78th Reeonnaissance Troop was put- 
ting out a heavy volume of fire, Germans opposite the Troop position 
were convinced that a battalion armed with heavy infantry and auto- 
matic weapons faced them. The enemy braced himself for attack here 
also. 

South of Lammersdorf the cannoneers of the 308th Field Artillery 
Battalion were sweating over their howitzers, poming shells into Bick- 
erath and Simmerath ahead of the advaneing Doughs of the 309th In- 
fantry. 

Company B of the 1st Battalion had eompleted its flanking move and 
was heading straight south into Simmerath, finding shelter against the 
mortars in hedgerows and ditches, ferreting the enemy out of his holes 
with bayonets. Just north of the town they ran into another minefield. 
But the men of the company were learning fast. By edging along, ex- 
amining every small hump in the snow, every point where the ground 
looked “different,” they got through the minefield. They closed in sud- 
denly on the Germans defending the town, 

Simmerath had been levelled by the blasting power of artillery. What 
was left of it was a jumbled mess, buildings leaning crazily as if after 
a hurricane, hay lofts, robbed of support, spilling the winter’s hay on 
the ground, dead horses, and dead cows , , . yet the Germans continued 
to fire from the ruins, 

Gompany B took the northern crossroads of the town, reorganized 
back of the houses it had captured, and awaited reinforcements. There 
were many Germans down the road. 

Company C, closing in from the west, ran into the densest part of the 
minefield which Company B had encountered. Withdrawing north- 
ward, the men cut east across open fields, and, dodging sniper fire, 
moved southward to the left flank of Company B. This was a difficult 
maneuver, but it put the battalion into Simmerath in force. 

Meanwhile, a staff sergeant from Company A had led his squad 
against the Germans who were defending the crossroads midway be- 
tween Rollesbroich and Simmerath. Eliminating the machine gun, then 
searching the flanks for snipers, the squad led the company toward 
Witzerath, a half mile down the road. 

The Germans apparently decided to abandon Witzerath when they 
saw the company coming up the hill toward them widely dispersed. 
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Atd men evacuate the \V0Uaded/ using A litter counted Qo skis 

There were the mual die-hard snipers, hut hy die time the men who 
were leading the advance reached the tpwn, there was very little resistance 
left in, the defCjiders wlio remained. The men went on to clear but the 
towriA being done at tlie same time in Simmerath and KoUes- 

hfoich^ ^reriades were windows. Dazed Geriiiahs 

stumbled out shouting ‘*fOimeradr 


By 1230 the town was in Company possession and the men who ^ 
had traveled two hazardous miles to seeure their objective were dig-i' 

f ing in on the east edge of town. Nobody was feeling the cold then. It 
ad been a fast tripv^ ^ 

Companies B and C continii^^^ fighting their way into Sim-i 
merath, clear in g out each house as they advanced. Company G swept i 
wide and enpimled the towiJf then ih^ in to Help Company B batter 

ife way dnbiigh the well-defended biiildings on the southeast edge. 
The Germans in these buildings were sfiibborn liiitil cornered, then 
they threw up their hands and quietly siirrenderetl. Tt was tiiming into 
a vidpus fight and many a man set out to get the Kmut who had just 
wounded his buddy. 

The completely surrounded fey the 3d Battalion 

in from the west and me Company B and C men who formed a ring to 
the east and south. By 1315 the two feattalioiis had the situation well in 
handv The men feegan digging in bn the outskirts of the town to hold 
their pbsfBans. Then diev reaUzetThow tired thcY were. 


their pbsfBans. T^ tliey reaUzed how tired they 
Companies K and L of die 3d Battalion were haYing trouble in 



J3 the ^ E Co 3091h mounted 
a?T tanks approaches town, F Co 
protocla tl?i leH tJank. 


KESTEf^NtCH 


75 Dec — G Co 310th follows 
behind £ Co cleaning out hou&ea 


7S Dec - By early AftcmtJCh 
remnants of E Co ,3f0lh hghl 
ihor way to here; dig »n. 


HeavjJy foriffied pill bat 
Dtock!^ oMrance to town. 


75 Dee — German forces 
counterattack at duaK, en 
ter town from North 


fj Dec — Tanks bO(? down; 
E Co procfccds orv foot under 
heavy mortttf hre. 


Bn 30^th digs in. 


Ber. — Other German 
cclurnns enter town from 
East 


74 Dee — 2nd Bu 3i0lh <oios 
3nd Bn 309lh; troops atill 
cannot gam entrance to town 


tS Dec F Co 3lOth works 
arOund town to here. 


U, Dec V— 309th and 3 (0th task 
forte includirig clerky^, cooks and 
drivers advance ta here: forced 
to withdraw. 


First attack on Kestcrnich 

Bickerath. It was only a one-street town, but Jerry machine gunners in 
pillboxes on the hill to the southwest kept raking that street with ma- 
chine-gun fire. It was difficult for a man to concentrate on his objective 
while bullets from a heavy machine gun threatened to cut him in half. 

Company I came up and moved on through. They had to move fast 
because the Germans were shooting at them from all the houses. The 
men dashed down the street toward the other end of town. Their mis- 
sion was to get those Jerries on the hill who were zeroed-in on the main 
street. They got through the town and started up the hill where they 
ran into a field of Schii mines, Jerry semed to have prepared for every- 
thing. 

Cursing the muiefield, the Company I men got up the hill. The Ger- 
man machine gunners fired at them as they came in close. But the at- 
tack was sudden, and effective. Flame throwers, grenades, Mis and 
bayonets silenced the enemy positions. Companies K and L had fol- 
lowed through the town. Prisoners were being rounded up. On the 
hillsides all around Simmerath, Bickerath, Witzerath and Rollesbroich, 
men were digging in. A trickle of prisoners, identified as being from 
the 272d Volksgrenadier Division, had begun to move to the rear. The 
ground had been captured. Now to prepare for counterattack. 

The enemy knew by this time that the attack was in earnesti German 
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artillery and mortar shells were falling in Lammersdorf, and on the 
artillery positions to the south and east. All of the roads to the front for 
a depth of two miles were being harassed by regular bombardment. 
The northern road to Simmerath had already been dubbed “88 Lane.” 

In the 309th sector medical men of Company A, 303d Medical Bat- 
talion had to evacuate wounded by ambulance along roads turned into 
death traps by enemy mortars. Company B men of the 303d Medical 
Battalion didn’t have use of either roads or vehicles. With them it was 
a business of carrying the wounded on litters over the fields. At every 
step the litters threatened to drop from frozen, numb hands. This was 
only one phase of the 303d Medical Battalion’s 24-hour-a-day vigil 
during attack. 

Meanwhile the 2d Battalion of the 309th, led by Company F, moved 
up to carry the attack into Kestemich. The men of Company F had 
already tasted the shock of battle when they crossed a stone bridge on 
the road to Simmerath and Witzerath and while in an assembly area 
east of the bridge. German mortar men and artillerymen had all the 
roads and sheltered spots zeroed in. 

The Jerries didn’t stop firing for a moment as the men inched up 
toward Kestemich, lying face down in ditches, crossing open ground, 
then dropping again. 

The attack was beginning to take shape. Company F in a wide for- 
mation was moving along a trail north of the Witzerath-Kestemich 
road, silhouetted so that German mortar men to the north could adjust 
their fire by sight. But that was the way Kestemich was ... a big neck 
extending east into the enemy lines, a fine practice range for German 
artillerymen located in the hills beyond the draws which surrounded 
the town on the north, east and south. 

The battalion had tanks that day, a platoon of lights from the 709th 
Tank Battalion. The men of Company E were mounted on these tanks, 
clinging to the cold metal, as the small mechanized column clanked 
down the road directly toward Kestemich. 

Company F ran into a Schti-mine field just after it started its advance. 
The Germans seemed to have sowed mines like grain all through this 
farmland. With artillery landing all around and among them and mines 
beneath the snow along the line of advance, it looked as if the company 
couldn’t go on. But they were protecting Company E’s flank. They had 
to keep moving. 

Company E was being treated to its own form of hell. Self-propelled 
German 88s to the south of Kestemich, and in Kestemich itself, were 
testing their accuracy on our light tanks standing out grey against the 
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snow. Plans for armored assault against the town had to be abandoned. 
Bogged down off the road and stopped by the high-velocity 88s which 
covered the roads the tanks couldn’t go any farther. From here on the 
battle for Kestemich was to be an infantry battle. 

Dismounting from their tanks, feeling very much alone, the thin line 
of Company E men started for town. Occasionally a squad of Com- 
pany F could be seen scouting along on the left flank. But aside from 
this, the whole war seemed to have turned into a fight between Com- 
pany E and the German Army. German machine gunners in a concrete 
troop shelter on the western Kestemich crossroads picked off the leaders 
of the column as they came into view. When it wasn’t machine-gun 
fire, it was mortar shells, which landed so close that even the men who 
escaped were shaken by the concussion. 

As darkness began to close in the company reached Kestemich— 
actually got into the first few houses on the street. But no one knew yet 
how many Germans were in the town, or lying in wait in the deep draws 
and valleys around the town. For the single company to keep moving 
ahead after dark would have been foolhardy. To stay at the western 
edge of the town would have been chancing annihilation. The com- 
pany withdrew. 

It was totally dark when the men began to dig their foxholes where 
the Witzerath-Kestemich highway became a road. But there was a 
little security here. 

Somewhere to the north in the darkness was Company F. To the east 
and the south were the Germans. The heat of the attack was over. Com- 
pany E men settled down in their universe of darkness to spend a night 
of cold misery in their foxholes. Then the German artillery went to work 
again. A series of explosions burst up and down the road. 

In Rollesbroich the 310th was mnning into problems of communica- 
tions and supply; small groups of men tried to keep in touch with the 
rear over kilometers of ground made hazardous by minefields and mor- 
tar fire. 

All of the roads to town were still blocked by the Germans. If the 
Doughs were going to hold the town, they would have to carry in am- 
munition by hand; carry in food and evacuate wounded by hand. As 
darkness fell they began to do these things. 

No lights could be shown. Most telephone lines had been cut by 
artillery fire or had not reached the town. Enemy soldiers remained in 
the crossroads fort and in houses to the south of the town. 

There they were, American infantrymen, dim figrues, moving about, 
organizing, getting ready for the morning, and always the challenge as 
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A group of German soldiers returned to the pillbox, bringing three 
captimed Company L men who had been forced into a nearby ditch by 
fire from the pillbox’s machine guns. A strange group, Germans and 
Americans, sat around a small stove in the pillbox, talking in mixed 
English and German with frequent recourses to sign language. All 
night long the Americans tried to persuade the Germans to surrender. 
Most of the Germans seemed willing enough, but a single officer sat 
brooding in the comer. Tme to his Nazi upbringing or to something 
only he could have explained, he refused to surrender. The German 
soldiers reluctantly obeyed. 

When the night had become really dark, the officer ordered six of his 
men to take the three uninjured Americans to the rear. The Americans 
with their captors went out into the cold and started back toward the 
German lines. 

Moving around a clump of bushes the three Company L men saw 
something move in the shadows, saw an arm beckon. They fell to the 
ground as a BAR began to chatter just a few feet from them. Two of 
the Germans fell dead, and the rest raised their hands in smrender. 
From behind the bushes stepped two Company L men who had been 
lying there waiting for just such a break. There were no shouts of joy. 
But everybody was happy as they marched the prisoners into Rolles- 
broich. 

The trek over the hills for supphes continued all night, and tank 
destroyers of the 893d TD Battalion joined the movement into RoUes- 
broich. The TD men, guiding their machines with difficulty in the dark- 
ness, went over the fields which Company L had crossed on the previous 
morning. Company L men, who knew the way, led them through the 
minefields. As light began to show in the east six TDs entered Rolles- 
broich. The town had been taken and reinforced. There was still not 
a single accessible road. 

From the determined character of the German resistance and admis- 
sions of the first prisoners of war captured, it appeared that the enemy 
was defending the area with the bulk of the 272d Division with the sup- 
port of additional troops. The absence of any counterattack during the 
day indicated that the Germans were caught by surprise. 

Around Simmerath and Bickerath, the 309th was making its position 
secure. In the hills to the west of Bickerath, Company I was still clear- 
ing out snipers and blasting pillboxes. But between Witzerath and 
Kestemich the 2d Battalion’s fight was just beginning. 

On the night of the 13th, Company E was deployed along the Wit- 
zerath— Kestemich road and F and G were to the north and east. 
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Company F had managed to advance a little farther along the shel- 
tered trail but the cost had been heavy. Tlie- attack conid not coutimie 
at this rate. 

The morning of December 14 found the 2d Battalion of the 309th in 
one of the toughest spots of the war. 

In Rollesbroidi 3d Battalioii men of the 310th were finding tliat there 
were still a lot of Gemiahs ih the town. Company K and L men spent the 
whole day ferreting out snipers and convincing Gennaii soldiers in 
troop shelters that it was tinie for tliem to come out. Flame tlirowers 
and pole cliarges were carried iu close by men who had fought or car- 
ried supplies ml of the previous night. If the ferries refused to surren- 
der, searing jets of flame were squirted through the embrasures of dieir 
shelter; pole charges shocked diem and made them feet that die con-- 
crete of their shelter Mn.s alxmt to fly apart. Finally die TDs moved in 
to fire through embrasures^ ^ this point, diey usually .sujTendered. 

Many de. Imte pillbdrei and troop shelters fell to Company K and L 
men that day. It was like coming home to walk in out of the cold and 
find liunks widi mattresses and fires biuuing in stoves. But a man soon 
learned to be suspicious when enteiang a pilllKix whicli the enemy had 
abandoned without a fight. Those cans of food so neatly stacked some- 
times had a stick of TNT planted behind them. To .sprawl out on that 
foot-duck mattress might blow up th#i whole striii^ture. It was a matter 
of handling everv'thiug carefully and looking behind and under choice 
souvenirs before attempting to h'ft them. Another German specialty 
was the double boobylrap, a device which made a booby trap easy to 
discover but set off a larger boobytrap when the decoy was removed. 
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Company I farther north was having trouble. One platoon of the 
Company had set out along the shores of Lake Kalltallsperre to make 
contact with the 78th Reconnaissance Troop. But the Germans had 
another extensive Schii-mine field blocking their path. 

Temporarily abandoning this course, Company I headed northeast 
instead, toward the troop shelter and the high ground from which ma- 
chine guns and mortars had been firing on the northern road to Rolles- 
broich. This was evidently an unexpected move. The Germans on the 
hill fired fast and frequently when they first noticed the dark figures 
which dared to advance over the snow in the light of day. Red blotches 
appeared on the snow, but the Company I men kept coming. The Ger- 
mans surrendered. The hill was taken. 

The 1st Battalion, which had been held up by mortars and by the 
crossroads fort the day before, was also making progress. Company B 
men edged forward along hedgerows and through ditches toward the 
crossroads fort, rushed it, and foimd that the enemy had retired, leaving 
behind the wounded men of Company L. 

Company A headed southeast, where the 1st Platoon ran into an- 
other part of that Sc/m-mine field which seemed at times to extend 
everywhere. The company, however, kept going. Jerries stepped from 
hiding, rose from ditches with hopeful cries of “^merad!” Company A 
was moving in fast, considering the cold and the ice and the mines. 
A squad approaching a troop shelter would see the former occupants 
disappearing into the woods and arrive at the shelter to find hot beans 
on the stove, German newspapers scattered about. The pain and suffer- 
ing of the previous night was beginning to pay off ... a little. 

Moving more slowly, but creeping, crawling steadily up the hill and 
along the road which led south to Witzerath, the men of Company A 
took more troop shelters and pricked Germans out of their foxholes 
with their bayonets. As the darkness of another night settled around 
them they found themselves on the southern objective ... at the top 
of the high, forested hill which overlooked Rollesbroich from the south. 
The men dug in and listened to the pop, pop of the 40mm. rapid-fire 
guns of the 461st AAA Battalion, which were searching out the draws 
and valleys all around them. The ack-ack had been close behind, 
supporting them all through the day. That night a patrol from Company 
A crept down the road to make contact with 309th men north of Sim- 
merath. 

Company I of the 309th spent the day cleaning out pillboxes and 
troop shelters on the hills south of Bickerath. 

The 2d Battalion of the 310th was ordered on the 14th to reinforce 
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Some grim satisfaction was experienced when eight battalions of 
light, medium and heavy artillery fired into the draws in which the Ger- 
man mortars were operating. 78th Division Artillery had called for all 
supporting artillery within range. When the rumble of the bombard- 
ment died down, the screams of wounded men could be heard. The 
enemy was suffering too. 

The two infantry battalions, the 2d of the 309th and 2d of the 310th, 
were deep in the first phase of the bloody struggle for Kestemich. An- 
other night was closing in. The objective still loomed up ahead, a bat- 
tered death trap for all who attempted to enter. 

The men dug in and sought security behind rises in the ground. 
Ghostly, almost supernatmral, Kestemich was beginning to acquire 
legend. There was no hope here, just death lurking in every shadow, 
every hollow, every house. Another night for men who were too tired 
to notice the cold, too cold to sleep— a night spent in foxholes flooded 
with water, a night of mortar shells exploding all around and men dying 
quietly by themselves. Word came down from headquarters. 

“Were going to try again in the morning!” 

In Rollesbroich the men of the 1st and 3d Battalions of the 310th, 
having taken the town on the 13th and 14th, spent the following day 
making it secure and cleaning out snipers, both jobs being more than 
routine actions. 

Making the town secinre consisted of crawling up to pillboxes which 
had withstood the initial assault and cremating or routing out the enemy 
within. It consisted of deactivating the boobytraps in houses which 
were to be used, and clearing routes through die minefield which still 
lay to the rear. But most of all it consisted of digging into snowy hill- 
sides. Clearing out snipers meant dozens of minor skirmishes. Bullets 
zinged up and down the streets all through the day. 

But on the 16th the Germans began to counterattack. Organizing 
behind the high ridge which lay directly east, the Germans suddenly 
moved out in the dark of night. Tired 310th Infantry men shivered a 
little in the cold and prepared to defend themselves. 

An artillery forward observer from the 903d Field Artillery Battalion 
got the word from the Doughs. Straining his ears and his eyes the ob- 
server located the sound, saw the flicker of movement in the darkness. 
Looking at his map, then looking again toward the Germans, the ob- 
server picked up the phone. 

“Counterattack,” he said. “Counterattack forming. Coordinates 005- 
278.” A computer in the 903d command post repeated the coordinates 
and went to work. Down the line the orders went. In one minute can- 
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storm and the ground seemed to erupt around the Germans. Then, 
again, with hardly a pause, and again, relentlessly, again, again. 

Disorganized bunAes of Germans could be seen retreating behind 
the high ridge from which they had come. Their wounded lay in the 
snow where the artillery had caught them. 

The forward observer picked up his phone again. “Mission accom- 
plished.” 

This was to be an important part of the pattern of defense through- 
out the Division zone during the long cold weeks spent in the Rolles- 
broich-Simmerath-Kestemich area. 

Back in Kestemich on the night of the 14th patrols were sent out to 
establish badly needed contact between the companies. Gompanies F 
and G of the 309th were north of town. Company E of the 309th was 
in among the men of the 310th, and Companies E, F and G of the 310th 
were along the road. 

Those patrols around Kestemich were a combination of early Indian 
fighting and a bad ghost story. A small group of men would leave their 
foxholes and slip away from their lines to find out where the Germans 
were and what they were doing. 

It was just a few steps into the black unknown, where every moving 
thing might be an enemy. Small sounds, scuffing of feet, labored breath- 
ing, shadows moving beside them, told each man that he was still with 
his patrol. The sergeant in the lead would stop, crouch low, and the 
men could close in. 

“What’s that up ahead?” the sergeant would ask hoarsely. Each man 
would strain his eyes trying to see whether it was a tree, a pile of earth 
or a man. Then they would move out again, not quite ready to trust 
their eyes but having to keep moving. Coming closer to the object they 
would see that it was just a stump; a stump about the size of a man. 
Some of them would touch it as they passed, to reassure themselves. 

Sometimes a patrol would go out several hundred yards and lie in 
wait until whispers in German and the clumping of boots told them 
that a German patrol was coming. 

Bayonets were pulled from scabbards. Bodies tensed as the men 
shivered. The German patrol continued on its route. Suddenly a 
startled exclamation, "'Ach! Gott!” Then the trip back to the company’s 
line with a few extra dark shapes added to the group— prisoners for 
interrogation. 

Some of these patrols did not return. Some were lucky. Some were 
captured. This was exhausting, difficult work in which the actions 
of each man might determine the future of every member of the patrol. 
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The morning of December 15 arrived, just as hazy and cold as the 
two mornings before. The artillery which had cleaned out the draws 
just a few hours ago, now sought out targets in Kestemich itself. The 
groimd shook. Kestemich shuddered. 

Meanwhile enemy attempts to counterattack increased and a new 
division was identified on the south flank. Prisoners of war were cap- 
tured from the 326th Volksgrenadier Division. They said task forces 
from all companies were committed to relieve the Lightning pressure 
on the units in contact. 

Tank destroyers of the 893d Tank Destroyer Battalion emerged from 
the sunken road and moved up to join the infantry. The TDs moved 
into position in the fields and began to fire at the embrasures in the pill- 
box which had held up all previous attempts to take the town. The tank 
destroyer men presented a big target out in the open. But they stayed 
there, and the pillbox did very little firing that morning. 

At 0700 the 2d Battahon of the 310th attacked again, with Company 
E in the lead. This time the sound which could be heard above all was 
the cracking of Division artillery fire as it fell in the town just ahead of 
die advancing troops. 

Machine-gun fire from the pillbox killed several men as they ap- 
proached it but Company E got past and moved into the town. The 
men of Company E moved down the street in two colmnns, keeping in 
close to the houses on either side. They knew there were Germans in 
many of the houses and expected every moment to have the Germans 
start firing at point-blank range. But their orders were not to take the 
houses but to get through the town. Company G would be coming in 
behind to clean out the houses. 

Occasionally they were fired at from one of these battered houses. 
Then it was up to a bazookaman and his assistant, with one column, or 
a BAR man with the other column, to stay behind and fire through the 
windows, killing, or at least discouraging, the Germans within until the 
colimin had moved past. Meanwhile, the 308th and 62d Field Artillery 
Battalions kept lobbing in shells a few houses ahead. 

By 1300 Company E had reached the extreme eastern edge of town. 
But it was not the Company E which had first gone into action. Snipers, 
mortars, artillery, and the action of the previous day had diminished 
the company’s original strength. 

The men began to dig foxholes. They were going to secure the town 
from enemy attack along the roads to the soudieast and northeast. As 
they dug, mortar shells began to drop in. The Germans in the siuround- 
ing hills seldom lost sight of anyone in Kestemich. 

Company F had attempted to move around the town to the south. 
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But the first men who skirted the pillbox ran directly into a Schu-mine 
field. At the same time the almost soundless German mortar shells be- 
gan to fall among them. It finally dug in south of the town. 

Company G meanwhile was trying to clean out the houses. But the 
Germans were not giving up easily. Grenades thrown through windows 
were not enough. The Germans lay low in the cellars, then came out 
and started firing again, although the Company G men thought they 
had killed them all. As the afternoon wore on, the 2d Battahon head- 
quarters of the 310th was set up near the center of town and company 
commanders were called in for a conference. The situation was critical. 
The battalion which had lost heavily was faced with the staggering task 
of holding twenty-five hundred yards of exposed front. 

At 1600 ammunition was sent up to the battalion by the 309th. 

As the Company E commander returned to his company from the 
conference he saw something which made him shake his head and look 
again. An endless line of German infantrymen was marching up the 
southeast road toward the town and at 50-yard intervals there moved 
a large tank or self-propelled gun. 

The captain sent a lieutenant back to battalion headquarters to report 
the situation. Then he rushed forward to take charge of his men who 
were already firing at the German columns now coming in on both the 
northeast and southeast roads. 

Germans in even greater force, evidently coordinating their attack 
with that to the east, swept down from the north. Grev figures were all 
about, firing burp guns, throwing grenades. The 78th Doughs rushed 
from the houses to organize and make a stand. 

The battalion commander led the Company G men who had escaped 
the main fury of the attack toward the German hordes milling about the 
center of town. The Germans wanted Kestemich and they had sent an 
overwhelming force to take it. Hemmed in, cut off from any possible 
escape, the battalion commander and most of his remaining men were 
captured by elements of the enemy’s 10th Panzer Division. 

This strong German counterattack threw a curtain of uncertainty 
over what haopened in Kestemich. The attack came before the bat- 
talion was able to organize its defenses and protect its flanks. 

Company E held out through the night. The men formed a tight 
circle around the last few houses in the town, dug foxholes halfway 
down the hill. There were seventv men in this position. 

Patrols were sent out to try to make contact with friendly troops. The 
patrols never returned. 

As the morning of the 16th broke enemy self-oropelled guns and ma- 
chine guns on all sides began to take a heavy toll in lives. Germans had 
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with Company G of the 310th and Company K of the 309th attached 
was assigned the mission of assisting in the defense of these towns. 

At 1400 on the 18th the 3d Battahon of the 309th, together with the 
remaining men of the 2d Battalion of the 310th, attacked Kesternich 
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German weapons, and of course Mis., 
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had liappened to their buddies-r-to retake the town^ to clear the Ger-, 
trians out. Scared bvVtdetermme^^ they moved in. Some bf diem were 
cut down by artillery and tnachine-gun fire; but a lot of them got 
tbroilgh.- ;^ ^ ^ ’ 

L<iier Companies ^ 



Tlie result: one German pJaQ8,;bne G 

XlVe sitimlion v^^ls gri Gi>rtrigB soWiers infested the to\Vii ii1 t>ver- 
wheUniiig numbers. They were in ccmtrol. The attackers managed to 
capture a mimbcr of prisoners and clear about a quarter of the town. 
But at 2^30 they' were forced to Withtlraw. At the close of day' on the 
IBthv the T-Sdi DiVisipii, less its jufantry, 311th Regiment 

still beirig attached to tlie 8tb Division, was committed pn a 
more than eighteen tliQusand yards. 

Late tliat night a great many enemy planes flew oyer the Division 
zone, % nuoiber at low altitude. German flares in rapidly inereasihg 
numbers birabd the night peTiodically info day. A.n occasional slight 
popping sound was heard amidst the roar of artiUery'-dTe soimd of 
opening paracbutes. Enemy paratroopers were dropping into the Divi- 
sion zone,;-'; “ 

Gaptiued parachutists stated they had the inission of captiiring a 
road |uncdbn bn the Monschait-Eapeii road and of holding itnntil late 


afternoon pf pecember 17 whpn relief by ground forces w as expected 
to arrive. : - ^ 

The entire Division was alerted lor afrborne attack. Corps and Army 
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headquarters were notified. It soon became apparent, however, that 
this was not just an isolated attack on the 78th Division, but a part of 
the great German counter-offensive— Germany’s last bid for victory: the 
drive into the the Ardennes. 

Aerial reconnaissance revealed large concentrations of tanks, armored 
vehicles and motor transportation in the Monschau-Hammer area and 
to the east, just beyond the 78th’s zone. Movement south and southwest 
from Ruhrberg had also been reported. 

All the opposition the Germans had put up in Kestemich, all the 
murderous artillery fire, the strong counterattacks, now took on a new 
light. The Lightning Doughs in Kestemich were practically astride 
one of Von Rundstedt’s supply lines. 

To the south, in Monschau, die 102d Cavalry Group fought all the 
17th to drive back a German penetration in force. South of Monschau 
the main drive was gaming momentum, pushing into Belgium and 
Luxembourg. The 78th Division was on the northern shoulder of the 
Ardennes Bulge. 
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The 78th holds the line 


CHAPTER 3 

CRACKING THE SIEGFRIED LINE 


The Von Rundstedt oflFensive was like a dash of cold water in the face 
of the American people. A few months earlier the odds had been on 
victory by October 31. Then the drive across France had slowed down 
to a foot-by-foot penetration of the enemy defenses. But Germany was 
being beaten back. There seemed to be no doubt of that. Military 
experts may have suspected it, but to the average civilian the German 
counteroflFensive was a complete shock. To the Doughboy it was more 
than that. Living from day to day, but nonetheless riding on a tide of 
victory, he was suddenly confronted with a harsh reality: the war was 
not yet won. 

Why had the Germans unleashed this drive? Why was Hitler throw- 
ing in his last reserves and exposing himself to a Russian ofFensive in 
the east? What could he hope to gain by this winter Blitzkrieg? 

The fall of 1944 found Germany fighting on her own borders in the 
west and eating up her manpower faster than she could replace the 
casualties in her armies. It had already been necessary to draw on die 
LuftwaflFe, the Navy, and even the war industries for more men. The 
Nazi leaders apparently did not feel they could afford a stalemate. 
Time was running out. Hider ordered Germany’s last resources mo- 
bilized for one final gamble. It was desperate. It was calculated. It 
was ambitious. 

If it had been successful, the Ardennes offensive would have given 
Germany the breathing period she needed. The Meuse was to be reach- 
ed in two days; the port of Antwerp in three weeks. If it had been suc- 
cessful, thirty-eight Allied divisions in the north would have been cut 
off and the most accessible supply port in northern Europe lost. 

The German main blow was struck on December 16 at a lightly held 
part of the Allied line in the area north and east of Bastogne and south 
of Monschau, south of the 78th Division’s sector. They hit at the worst 
possible time of the year. In the snow and ice of the winter the German 
panzers rolled through the American outposts and for several days it 
appeared that this was 1940 all over again. Prisoners were cocky. Paris 
was to be a New Year’s gift for Der Fiihrer, they said. 

The Germans had reckoned on many things. They expected to cap- 
ture large quantities of American gasoline in Belgium and were slowed 
down when tibey reached the supply dumps and found nothing. They 
also had coimted too strongly on plowing through the thinly held de- 
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Tlie Bt%. 

femes/ But ;< 20 clcs:j clerks rnllying to the einet- 

gency, pitched in with fprAv^u^ cletnen lo fight theiTr c)ff like fwnj-line 
veterans,. 

First the panzers Avere slowed clo\Vn- then they were stopped. The 
Allied forces reorganized and b back. Divisions were moved; 

Army Grtmp areas revised norther jl and southern sectbrs of the 


Bulge On^/ pJade-d iinder Field Marsha 

Bradley/ pinch had started. By jmuary 3^ 
Allies had renewed the odens|ve. Within two w eeks the enemy was 
forced to withdraw’, l>aok it?to the Siegfried Lhm- The desperate^ 
had failed Hie strathgio t#e#es in manpower and matefjel had b«en 
eaten Up. which often grounded the Allied 


eaten Up. which often grounded the Allied 

planes, liad saved th# from coniplete disaster, 

December and January: the enemy suffej^ed 220,000 castialties on the 
Wesferti Front in additibiv to many others taken .prisoner. Afateiiaf 
Were even mme severe, large quantities of equipment of 
the W’elnrmacht fuaving beeA destrtiyect or captured, ; ^.;.- 


Wiiile the Germans garnbted boldly, in the west,; the Red Amiy 
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ef- ip defensive 


Engineers: ^ pr^iire 


\^ikkisl Lki^m^^m in 

: 


waited. Wlien the last of N^axi rijaM^hver and equipnient bad been 
thrown into the Ardern«, tlift ifnssii^ their greatest offensive 

of the war. Now Germany needed tfeise^ and guns and vehicles 
in the east . Bnt ft w^ too 

Wh^ thb in the Ardennes, the 7Sth 0ivision was 

ordered to hah its drive to captive DiUn and to under- 
take die defensive. On Kety^niMr 18 it ^ of 

the U. S. First Anny and four days later to XDC Corps of the V. S- Ninth 


Army. The Division sector, north pf the eneiny thrust , had to be held . 
The road center just north of d^otiaen and the fiiu»sten were 

to be retained at all costs, llie Division positioa stack oiit like a sore 


thumb two iniles info Genrian lines. Surrourided on three sides, tlie 
78th was ordered to improye, consohdate and hold this position. 

This holding period lasted frorn Decem 16 until die end of Jan- 
uary whnn the enemy Ava.s (Onip cleared from the Ardennes. No 
major atta.ck.s w'ere^^^m^ by eifoer side in the Division zone after the 
78th went on the defensive. Divisfo^^ activity , beyond raids on enemy 
pillboxes, consisted chiefly of patrollirig, laying wire, mines and boobyr 
traps over the snow-coyered ground, and building up defensive posi- 
tions/ 

maintained 


Air OPs, liaison planes of 7Sth Division 
ceaseless daylight observation over enemy lines, reporting signs of 
enemy activit)' and adjusting artillary fire on targets of opportunity. 
When aerial photos became scarce, these flyiug artUlerymen mipro 
a laboratory and took valuable piefures from thefr Cub planes. 

But the men who rnatuicd foxhoh^s and lived ih tlie Cellars and due- 
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Bitter^ penetrating cold was as naftch of to eoeirty as the men in gray-green 


Coa gle 
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A sini.try PA guard At a bpttaiiou iToramand post 

puts olpiig the Siegfried Lure sriffered during tftat bpldijag jperkrd. Tjie 
bitter, penetrating cold AVjis as much of an enemy al^ die men m 
green a few hundi'ed yards away. , 

iFroin die start die Pougtibpy Had trouble combattiiig treiicb fool. 
Line duty jnearit long horirs in a foxhole \vidi a niud aiid slush biittoin, 
N^fany of die; men did not have overshoes. Glean socks Were sent: up fre- 
quently, of ten With the chow. Yet the iufantryinan, to help hiirtself to 
this freezing vveather, bad to leniove his^ shoes and massage his feet. 

To guard against die possibiB ty of a CfernKin thrti.st to the nordiwest 
thtough the Division zone, defensive positiPUS Were set up in a great 
drath. The Division was given die Conilnit Comhiand iReserve of the 
Stn Armored Dmsion. This was placed in Division, reserve. The 102d 
Cavalry Group gave furdier depth to die defense of the Division sector. 
The 2d Ranger Battalion was attached to the .q09th Irifantyy ; 



. ,Aiir ^3efense.^0^^Kl3er' .5(l;W^^^ the S52d AAA Battalion 

A few afte^ tlie start fif the Gerinan camttertjfteiiswe a 
\vas received that 100 Ge dressed iiv Aifterican iiiiifoi'jms were 
headed fpr Anieticah lines feeps. Their missiott was to blow 

up headquarters, Anil cduamunicadoris, the area, and 

cause coufusioiu The GetJiians^^^ cards arid paj?books. and 

vartetl iu lank to majon l%ew repoHetl to speak 

perfect English but wore German dog'tagsi SeritrieA 

test AtJy srispictftus int^ bv askihg ati; auitiai} siriinp, 

Sihatras first ttatnelthe winner o^the World 

unit8^o^ the locatipiis of s&girig are 


the locatiphs of s&gihg 
In the early rriorriing Irou^^ the 7,Sth, Quai tenuastev 

Company and 77^th Ordnarirc in Raeren were alerted for aerial At’^ 
tacks. On the 22d the supply men prepared to halt an expected eotinter- 
attacklTQm the dheCtioii of in a row, iiicliiding 

Christnms Day, Baeren w'as strafed, ^ 

Shortlyaftern^riight on the nl^t of pecenlber 19 t\\'p dirty, bearded 
and haggardtldokhig men stumbled the CP of the MotliA 2d 
Battalion and made dielr way inside. Con boiling Ihldrlaborc breath- 
ing with diffioulty,i they proceeded to unfold a story which, for sheer 
drama, matched anythirig from ' A 

Out tlierc in the darknessi a sit-hour crawl behind the enemy lines, 
severity-forir men of F, Gia Companies of dse 3l9th InfaiUiy were 
stidf holdjrig out in the cellar of a battered house at the farthest end of 


THE HISTORY OF THE 78TH INFANTRY DIVISION 67 

Kesternich. A number of them were wounded. Most had trench foot. 
Outside of a few green apples, they had eaten nothing for four days. 

Company F had been deployed on the southeastern outskirts of 
Kesternich. Its hasty positions provided but slight protection from 
overwhelming concentrations of enemy shellfire. The ground was be- 
ing chewed to bits and casualties were mounting. With the approach 
of darkness, therefore, outposts were established and the remainder 
of the company left their slit trenches and foxholes and with some 
Company G and H men, who had become separated from their units, 
sought cover in the cellar of the nearest building. That was the night 
the enemy counterattack had forced the 78th out of Kesternich. 

Trapped, cut off in the far end of the town, the group maintained 
guard and sent out reconnaissance. The town and approaches were 
alive with German soldiers. 

In the cellar the battered group tried to figure out what was hap- 
pening around them. Cut off as they were, no one would know of their 
presence. As yet the Germans had not discovered them, and they fig- 
ured that they had been marked off as dead or captured by their own 
battalion. 

Contact had to be made with the American lines. Someone had to get 
back to Simmerath, but it was hard to find anyone with enough strength 
left to make the diflBcult trip through the snow. Many were already so 
weak or so badly crippled that they had to be carried to their guard 
posts. 

The two strongest men were finally selected. These two men made 
their way through Kesternich, noting enemy mortar and artillery em- 
placements and cutting wires as they went, and after six hours of crawl- 
ing finally reached an outpost of the 310th near Simmerath. There they 
sent up a green flare to let their buddies know they had gotten through 
the lines safely. 

A rescue party was immediately organized, but the two men were in 
no condition to lead the group back. This was unfortunate, for the 
rescue patrol managed to get into Kesternich, but was unable to find the 
house where the men were holding out. In the darkness they went into 
the wrong building and returned to Simmerath, believing that the enemy 
had captured the weakened Doughboys in the cellar. 

The hopes of the battered and frozen men in Kesternich dropped as 
they realized that the rescue party was not coming that night. They 
braced themselves for another ordeal of artillery and at dawn the bar- 
rage began again. That night two others made their way back to Sim- 
merath. 

Another rescue patrol went out in the night. This time they located 
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the men and brought back everyone able to walk or crawl. Many came 
in barefoot, their feet so swollen they could not get their boots on. 
Sixteen men, unable to move alone, were left behind in Kestemich and 
later that night the rescue party returned with litters and brought them 
out. Thus these Lightning men successfully rescued their comrades 
from behind enemy lines. 

Carrying out the plan for defense, the Division by late December had 
dug well into the snow and had carefully prepared coordinated defen- 
sive positions throughout its sector. 

A regrouping of the Division was accomplished in this period to pro- 
vide for an adequate reserve. The 303d Engineers had a major part in 
planning and greatly assisted in construction of the main defensive 
position and survey^ two alternate positions, to halt a major enemy 
attack. Additional mines, boobytraps, roadblocks and wire defenses 
were installed. Active patrolling was carried out. 

The enemy, too, adopted defensive tactics. Even artillery and mor- 
tar fire in the Division sector diminished. During the day there was 
no observed activity on the enemy side although at night the Germans 
were particularly alert, firing on patrols with automatic weapons and 
mortars. 

Shortly after the 78th had gone into the line, all individual clothing, 
other than that actually being worn, had been turned in on orders of 
higher headquarters. Cleanliness now became a serious problem, both 
as a morale and health factor. Special Service opened a rest center in 
Raeren, Belgium, and during the holding period men came back reg- 
ularly on overnight passes. It wasn’t much but to a man coming in from 
a fo^ole it was a GI paradise. Some of the men were too tired to do 
anything but lie down in a comer and sleep. Others tried to avail 
themselves of the facilities. Eating from a plate again and seeing elec- 
tric fights and movies gave the Doughboy a big boost. A shower, a 
shave and a haircut, and a fresh set of clothing and a cot in a warm 
room helped make him feel a bit more human. The rest center tried to 
pack in everything possible from a PX with cokes and beer to a quick 
dental check and an orientation on the front-fine situation. The most 
important thing though was to get some hot food and an uninterrupted 
night’s sleep. Then back into the tmcks and up to the front fines. 

Christmas was cold and beautiful and tragic all at once— and a world 
away from home. All the beauty of European winter was about, mutely 
callfiig for admiration, but the men were already sick of it and thought 
only of the cold. An inch of snow was on the ground. Icicles hung 
from the fenders of the jeeps. Here and there smoke came from a dug- 
out where men were trying to stay warm. The Doughboys stood at their 
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guard posts, breathing wlute Avreat^ . » stampng theh acbing^^ 

V ^ , beatipg 

It was a whiter wonderkndv The pines were 
of white snowji When the sun hit the Ice the 

rainbow was reflected. It was a Chiistnms 

Montis before, pkm were made to feed every soldier a 

special Chnstmas dinner. It arrived and die men ate theie turkey, 
^me got it hat Some had a cold dinner. -Ehe ch^kins ujp and 
the men prayed, Their thoughts were oh ffie fmKdays^ and 

tibeir hopes on the holidays of the future. 








fc.c- -sT - tJ 
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A« AroericaTi R^d Cross !^lul>iddb:iie, despite the hea\y snowfall, tmt^aihs CIs 

jii^r the front liiie 

So the clay passed. Some jTieu had received fruit cake which was 
pa^d aiotuncl. Later they w^d on patrol. Some sang carols. Some 
.spent half the night on gnarcl I'n a foxhole. Many reeelved Christiiiias 
■caids!;/, 

New Year s was a noisy day for the 78th Quarterinaster men. Fifteen 
Pennan planes .strafed ^ 

309th Field Artillery* and 

llie end of Deceihl)^ Erjt replacenrents. Just a few 


weeksr before they Only 

a few months: Theh|:|^Md:ll.!iOp^^ froin home die first 

tinje.i SuddeiiJy the war loorhecl far^. had ctOssed the ocean in 
darkened ships, landed in riunech|ahti^vdnd gone dlrougli^^^^ 
of ttioving up to the line; First there were the replaceineiit dej^ts. 


They were piled into boxcars, then loaded onto trucks, and with ml of 
their {ielongings-j arrivc'd a few hrdes frcim the lines. 
oriented on the Lightning Division and their regihierit or odier unit 
Here also they refi reel basic weapons and asked cHmntte^ questions. 
Tile loaded diilfel bags that had been carried all the way from America 
Were taken away. Then they moved on againj^ this time in .smaller 
groups, tight up to the front-line imits. Nearly ever)'oiie- a 

rifleinani All were linedmfoitable; some downright afraid; On 
lery barrage, howeyerf on their way to beeoifiing vet- 

erans. The shells came hi. % hit the ground. A monient later the 
new men looked about and found oUiers brushing off the dirt 
As the old year ended die Division sector continued to remain quiet. 



The iiifiintiv tJje riiighty woif M the ac'CpmpanyM^ armpt 


just Befote 23» the 3lUh hi<J he<?i> 

to Pivisiofi ^fttrol 4ncl ihov<^c1 clowii frotvi the Huctgeo. 
Fojrest, It took over the Simnierath-'Kesta'aich area, relieving the 309th 
and part of the 310 Infantry , T!ie ontlook, grim, but. the 
men started the new year riff with a sumptiioits turkey diuher, 

Supply had by now^ itnprov^ rr>nsideiably and^ front-line units be- 
gan to recehn the nevv winterized cloth itig^shoepacs, new type rnit- 
teas, waterproof pants, and other improved itenvs of dress. Much of the 
men’s time wei^ toward iniprovising .stoi'Os and makhjg capes and 
m||tens from old blankets. They sat in their holes' and dugouts and 
w^dfidered what was to come. They tried to laugh, told each otlier 
storiey, pf going to Paris sl^t, ate^^ went on patrols, stood 

guard, Wrohe letters^; and somehow managed to get by. 

Tile piVision hel^^^ this time ffrin contro the ground wdft 

earlier in. December, The I rortt linCi ran from the high ground north 
of RolIesbrOich to the .southeast, skirting ea.st of that town, and then 
coming to a point north of the cTossroad.s at Witzerath. From there it 


I— A mortar crew dug in has carefully prepared, dtrfenshe- fires, 
setup by the secoud line of dragon^^^ in the Sie^ried biiie. 




A strongjjoiflt in the Hlirtgeh forest at 

swung east to take fo the wesfe^ secliGn of Kestemich. then badt to 
the; west and south to include Siminerath aihd Bickerath^ .^nbng the 
indts ident^ as now opposmg elen>eh%;:of the 

62id, SM6th and 272d VoIksgrenajJfet D 
The position of the 78th Division during the Ardennes offensiye had 
been precarious. The 7S{h§ salient extendfed four kiloTneters^ fo 
man territoty with Geronan troops on three sides of the Di visiOnl^ 
headquarters had ordered the sector held. It had been iihpfovea by 
construction of defenses. 

During January a nuinbcr of Ihnfted attacks by Ijightning^ 
were conducted to knock out the feinge of enemy pil^oxes that en-' 
dangered the salient. The success of ^ese atta<dis also gave 
Sion improved observation over the enemy line - 
The Doughboys moved in^ h^sa-vily armed and organized into as- 


sault teams. Tliqse groups^ small, contained plenty of fire 

power. A tyjiiCal team would have oeinobtiOn men; automatic 
bazooka menfflame throwers and a submachine gunner/ 


Starting on die morning of January 3, Company B of the 311th In- 
fahtty undertc^jk to knock out key ene^ fortifications just south of 
Bickefath. Two pillboxes were captimed and a third was sealed by a 


Bick^ath. Two pilibo] 

tankdqzer,; 

Dater in the month the 1st Battalion of the 309th Infantry con- 
ducted raids and smzed the high ground from Baffelsbrand soudiWest 



io a foxhole 


to Kallbrucfc. The Gemians threw in groups of replace- 

ments— a bicycle platoon and headquarters committed on 

vague instructions to eounteTattack nut were spiredily re $ 

Three pfllbGres and two chief objectives of the raid. 

The terrahi was w«?bded and h all tlie tricks 
laiew*-demolid6rev re^rehing artillery and tnortar support 

fly January 17 tlie battalion was sitting oii all of its otljecirees, T^ 
enemy pillboxes bad been blovvre Contact with the Sth Division to the 
north was improved and better observation east over the Kail River 
obtained. 

In these operatidns aerial photographs procured by Photo Interpre- 
tation Team 12^1 proved to be of great value. Instead of going in bund, 
tlie Doughs knew what to expeOt a:nd we;-e alde^ re birn a corner and 





Ski patrol shrouded white sfatjets triakes a ghosth’ wt'uniiaissam^^^ 

know thert? v^'^as a |>iUt>t>x w WXip shelter; rip atead.,xThK^ 

TeaiiV earflhlly sfhdrdt^ picking orH gVm einplawv 

ments^ eftetriy ipstaliafk)tis.j features. Such, ipforriia- 

fipn was cheeked by and 133 during interrogatjQn of 

prisoners* The IPW the enemy units in contacf 

and reported their This intelligence work paid 

off when units laurichea ah afeek having accurate deseriptions <>f the 
enemy and the area. ^ 

Having successfully eliminated these eiierUy pillboxes and other 
fortifications in the northem sector of the Division area, the luiiti 
settled down briefly to rest and to prepare for the major attack that way 
to be made. 

Meanwhile tlM^ enetny remained the alert and patrols 

found it iiU'rea.siftgly difficuU to -take pri^s^^ The 272d Volk.sgrefia- 
dier Division troops w’ere .still opposili^ tile | lUies. Ck*nnari inOrtar 
and aiitoniiitiC' weapons fire wa§ directed at the slightest movement 
during daylight. At night as palrol.v cleared their frkaidly listening 
posts, they fniuid the enemy awake and ready to fire. Electrically det- 
onated minefields vv'ere used by the enenn/ to forestall raids. In one 
uistajice, bo.v mines and a large, explosive clurrge .were detonated 
a German sentinel as a 7Sth patrol adsyinc'ed an his poSitimi The 


Diuitik^rt t; 



Tirnp wwit towturd iroprovisidg stoves and. making papm; 

Germans werfe-alsti war l^iit 

The femainder of Janua^”|iiais^ i^uiedy with little 


artiller}' fire at ej>emy’ positimjs> Expedients were devis^ to etjpe with 
Ute snow tliat blanketed the couittr)i|tde. The 310th Infant|y^orgaJlized 
a ski patrol vvhich, shrouded in sheets, made ghostly' re 

sauce behind German lines. .kJtterS were mounted On skis in the 309tli 
to facilitate the removal of casuaifi^s aird the bringing up of supplies to ■ 


die frotlt-line unitS; lnfantrymer4 artillerymem reconnaissance troop^ 
ers, engineers^ sigrial men improvised snow camou- 
flage eiothing fW)Th Geiiniur n eurtains, towels and iiight- 

gowns. Training was emphasizecl in all units and new reiriforcemen ts 
in particular were mslrimted In pillbox-assau techniques, demolitipa 
work time was coming for action on a greater 

S<mle; , V 

By the middle of fanuary the offensive into the Ardennes had beeii 
smashed . The Riissians had launched their big offeusives. Four Red 
Were i^nvergw^ on Germany from the north and south. Now 
the troops along the Wtisteru FF^^ to resume the offensive, 



A foj^,l;'fire watcbtowev serves os an AA observer's lookout 

The en<iiTijv>vis jaecon-iing in exposing himself. 

One of his thess lines was observeHi in Sb^eh and was fired on with 
excellent effect by the Division artillery^ At tlie same time German 
artillery and mortar fitc? Wjte' extr^ sought to 

turn back patroks. Movement m his forward aireas was limited to single 
vehicles and dismouijted tr»o|B in small numbers. Captured docu- 
ments indicated the enemy held command-post ejcercises during this 


period and was preparing elaborate plans for the defense of the sec- 
tor. Throughout the kighthing continuous 

ton^ard the day when bhce again die 78th s goal would be tile Roer 
River and the vital Schwammenauel Dam. W 9th Division 

jumped off to theh south, the 78lh units were to clear the wea up to 
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the Roer. The seizure of the Schwammenauel Dam would come next. 
This was a continuation of the plan that had been in operation prior 
to December 18 when the Division had been ordered to the defensive. 

For weeks Division headquarters at Rotgen had been compiling 
information. Army and Corps reports were received and studied by 
the G-2 and his staflF. Each reconnaissance patrol that went into the 
enemy lines during those wintry days and nights brought back some 
bit of information which was evaluated and added to estimates of the 
situation. Alternative routes of advance were studied. The enemy’s 
potentialities of defense and counterattack were plotted. Then the 
division commander with his assistant division commander and staff 
drew up the scheme of maneuver. Units assigned from Corps and Army 
were attached to the appropriate regiments; the plan of battle was 
decided in detail and Field Order No. 2 took shape. 

There was a heavy snowfall on January 28 when the regimental com- 
manders assembled to learn of the new oflFensive and to receive the 
field order. Each of these men had the tremendous responsibility of 
directing several thousand men in battle. One mistake, one miscalcula- 
tion, might spell disaster. The commanders studied their orders care- 
fully. The 310th and 311th were to be the attacking regiments while 
the 309th was to hold the positions along the northern end of the Divi- 
sion zone, prepared to repel any counterattacks. When the minefields 
were cleared, tanks of the 5th Annored Division s Combat Command A, 
accompanied by the 311th’s 1st Battalion, were to pass through the left 
sector of the 310th zone. 

The 310th Regiment was ordered to seize the crossroads at Am 
Gericht, the towns of Konzen and Imgenbroich, and then swing south 
along the Siegfried Line to contact the 9th Infantry Division. 

The 311th was assigned the job of seizing Kestemich and Huppen- 
broich and supporting Combat Command A of the 5th Armored Divi- 
sion in the attack on Eicherscheid. The area to the south cleared, the 
drive to the river’s banks was to continue. Once the Germans were 
driven out of this area, the way would be clear for the attack on 
Schmidt the fortified town diat had to be taken before Schwammenauel 
Dam could be reached. 

Attached to die Division for this operation were: 

Combat Command A, 5th Armored Division; 736th Tank Battalion; 
Squadron B, Fife and Forfar Yeomanry (British); Company A, 739th 
Tank Battalion; 893d Tank Destroyer Battalion; 552d AAA Battalion; 
92d Chemical Battalion; 47th Armored Field Artillery Battalion; 71st 
Armored Field Artillery Battalion; Battery A, 258th Field Artillery 
Battalion. 
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The following day was devoted to preparations for the attack. The 
regimental commanders conferred with their staffs and battalion com- 
manders. Each oflBcer was told what his imit’s part would be in the 
offensive. As soon as it grew dark the men began moving through the 
waist-deep snow to their positions for the jump-off. There were short 
snow flurries during the early morning of the 30th and the clouds 
created perfect blackout conditions. Jt was fairly quiet with only harass- 
ing fire of artillery breaking the silence as the men pushed their way 
through the snow. 

During the night 303d Engineers with bulldozers attempted to clear 
the route of advance to Konzen. Six of the bulldozers were put out of 
commission by mines impossible to detect in the deep snow. Suddenly 
on all sides the sky lit up. Division and supporting artillery roared out 
with every gun trained on the Division’s objectives, a few hundred 
yards up ahead. The platoon leaders looked at their watches. It was 
0525. Five minutes to go. At 0530 the tremendous barrage lifted and 
the men moved out. 

The enemy had been preparing for this moment for six weeks. Our 
men ran into everything from barbed wire, mines, and tank traps to 
machine guns operated with a string from another position. Deep snow 
added to the difficulties of the advancing troops, but they had also been 
preparing for this moment. 

Konzen fell quickly to the 310th’s 3d Battalion. The Doughs had 
moved forward from tiieir line of departure in the vicinity of Entenphut 
in a column of companies. In three hours they seized the town and 
the siuTOunding heights. A captured German company commander of 
the I64th Volksgrenadier Regiment admitted the attack had been a 
complete surprise, and praised the 3d Battalion’s operation. He wept 
as he told how his garrison had been unable to defend, the 3I0th men 
having converged on the town so rapidly and unexpectedly. 

But the 2d Battalion was running into trouble. Companies F and G 
jumped off south of Bickerath and immediately ran into a hail of lead 
pouring from a fortified factory directly to their front. The British 
flame-throwing tanks of the Fife and Forfar Yeomanry roared to their 
help and by 0720 that area was cleaned out. In 100 minutes the 
battalion had neutralized 32 enemy pillboxes and seized its objective, 
the fortified crossroads at Am Gericht. Two platoons from Company B 
of the 303d Engineers came forward to blow the neutralized pillboxes 
and clear the mines. 

The 310th’s 1st Battalion was initially in regimental reserve. With 
Konzen already captured, however, and the crossroads at Am Gericht 
secured, the Battalion moved on. That afternoon it passed through the 
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broich, meeting little resistance. The Germans had evidently fled. By 
midaftemoon tanks of Company B, 736th Tank Battalion, had con- 
tacted the 102d Cavalry. Patrols from 1st Battalion, 310th Infantry, 
contacted the 9th Infantry Division and the regimental mission had 
been successfully completed. 

Meanwhile the 1st Battalion of the 311th, with the 5th Armored’s 
tanks, had moved out from the area south of Simmerath on the morn- 
ing of the 30th. Just outside of Simmerath they ran into trouble. Be- 
cause of the difiBculty in clearing the minefields, the tanks were imable 
to keep pace with the infantry and soon the 311th’s 1st Battalion was 
four hundred yards ahead of the lead tanks. As the tanks moved out, 
German mortars zeroed in. The tank commander was hit. The 1st Bat- 
talion commander took charge of the operation. Fire from enemy 
howitzers continued. Several more men were hit before the tanks were 
deployed behind a ridge. They were now just north of Eicherscheid. 

The outskirts of Eicherscheid were reached early in the afternoon. 
Men of the 311th and tanks of the 5th Armored paused as they waited 
for Combat Command A’s armored infantry to approach. By 1600 all 
units were in position for the attack. One hundr^ and twenty guns 
poimded the town for several minutes. Then the tanks roared toward 
the town, closely followed by Company C and the heavy-weapons men 
of Company D. By nightfaU the town was captured, out all through 
the night strong points continued to hold out. By morning the town 
was cleared— many Germans were killed and 230 were taken prisoner. 

During the morning hours of the 30th, the 3d Battalion of the 311th 
a mile to the north, had smashed through defenses around Huppen- 
broich and by 1100 had entered the village. Company I had been held 
up when it ran into enemy fortifications but antitank guns were moved 
up and the positions overcome. The afternoon was devoted to mopping 
up. 

The appearance now of Kampfgruppen, alarm companies, and as- 
sault companies indicated lack of enemy reserves and necessity for 
improvisation. Fighting efficiency of these organizations was low; their 
personnel, particularly in the alarm companies, was assembled and 
committed without unit training. In most instances administrative and 
train personnel, stragglers, and remnants of badly decimated units 
were collected, designated as a company, and ordered into combat. 

While these objectives were being taken, to the north in Kestemich 
a bitter and bloody struggle was taking place. 

Once before Kestemich had been almost in the grasp of the Light- 
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When the 2d Battalion of the 3l0tl-i had advanced to the eastern out- 
skirts of iCesteniich it had run into GejTnan troops headed for the 
Ardennes. The first attack on Kestemich. had ended with the 78th 
holding on to the western tip of the town which it held grindy throtigh- 
out December and jaimary, Now' the 2d Battalion of the SHth was 
ordered to go in and seize 

The most detailed plains liuid been made for the attack. The whole 
area had been carefidly fettiimpitered. Each building in the tovsm was 
numlrered on maps that were distributed down to the squads. Each inau 
imevi' his exact assigonient , The plan was for Company F to move 
along the north flank whUe Conipany G \vas to go into the center of 
towii just below the n/am street niid foeti switch south. Company E 
in the meantime way tp move % the gap, Tq the battalion w'ere at- 
tached Company A, 78§th Tank Batt^ion (medium tanks a 
platoon of tank destroyers from Company C of the 893d Tank De- 
stroyer Battalion, to aid in the, attack. A battery of 4.2 chemical mor- 
tars was in direct support. Everything possible had been done to in- 
sure success, 

H-hour for the 2d Battalion was the same as for the other imits ot the 
Div ision that jumped off on that misembly cold morning of January 30. 
In their positions outside of iSimmerath and in the; few houses they 
held on the western outskirts of Kestemich the Doughboys got ready. 
They had tried to sleep the night before, hut the tension was too great. 
Everyone was on edge. Men made, last-minute preparations. They 
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tightened tlie white snow capes tliat covered their olive drab uni- 
forms. They stuffed an extra K ration into their field jackets. They took 
a last look at pictures of their loved ones. Then after a final drag on a 
cigarette they filed outside into tlie snow covered roads, surrounded 
by the ghostly rubble of earlier fighting and started toward Kesternich. 

It was still dark when the Doughs moved out but by 0600 it began 
to eet a bit lighter and the men were observed. There were sudden 


observed. There were sudden 
explosions of artillery- and mortar shells. Crouching law, tlie riflemen 
continued to advance. Burp guns opened up on them from hidden posi- 
tions. The men hit the ground and crawled through the snow. The 
tanks slowly rumbled up, sliding in the snow, skidding for short dis- 
tances and then, when the treads caught hold of solid ground, lurching 
forward. 

At tliis point radio communication with the tanks failed. It looked 
as if the minutely prepared attack might bog down. Without com- 
munications coordination was all but impossible. Everv’thing slowed 
down. Then suddenly a lieutenant of Company F darted over 150 
yards of open terrain to where the tanks were standing. It seemed as if 
every Gennan gun in Kesternich opened up on him. Mounting the lead 
tank, the lieutenant led the armored vehicles into action. The tank he 
was riding hit a mine and he was thrown to the ground, but he jumped 
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tliroiigh the positions just tahen 1 iy Company F which was turning 
north, Simtiltoneoaislv Company G swung soutli. The two attadang 
platooiis of Company E, plus a supp(>rting.Weapoiis platooii troni Cmn- 
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It was eerie that night of January 30 in Kestemich. The town was 
spotted with burning buildings and the flames flickered over the black- 
ened snow, occasionally picking up a litter party, or a Weasel evacuat- 
ing the wounded. There was no sleep for anyone that first night in 
Kestemich. Every man was alert. The enemy continued to throw in 
artillery and mortar shells. 

After a sleepless night the men jiunped oflF again at 0830. Company 
F immediately ran into resistance in the northern sector of the town. 
The men fought their way forward. Three designated houses were their 
objectives. In each of these they literally fought from room to room, 
leaving dead and wounded Germans behind as they proceeded to their 
next objective. By nightfall only a handful of houses in the northern 
sector of town remained in German hands. 

Company G in the southern sector had taken one enemy strongpoint 
by noon but then it ran into another position to the southeast where the 
men were held up. Tanks and tank destroyers assaulted the position 
but were unable to knock it out. Finally, behind a curtain of smoke and 
mortar fire, the company moved in on the enemy, each man firing as he 
advanced. By dark they had overcome the position. 

Company E, advancing slowly down the main street, had again run 
into bitter opposition. Two tanks were knocked out and the company 
did not reach the road fork at the east end of the town until noon. Ap- 
proximately twenty buildings still remained in enemy hands. 

When they finally reached the road fork, the big guns of the artil- 
lery started booming again and a platoon of tanks was ordered to join 
in the attack. The company waited for them to move up but there was 
no action. Once again, as on the previous day, radio communications 
had failed. This was as critical a moment as any so far. The battalion 
commander, taking things into his own hands, jumped up on one of 
the tanks and beat on me turret with his helmet to get the tank to 
open up. When the tank commander opened the hatch the lieutenant 
colonel pointed to the enemy strongpoints on which he wanted him to 
fire and then went over to the remaining tanks and similarly gave them 
orders. As a result the attack was resumed and the enemy was cleared 
from the crossroads. 

The second section of tank destroyers which had been assigned to the 
battalion had meanwhile moved up almost to the crossroads. The situa- 
tion at the crossroads was again tense. About an hour before some 
German soldiers dressed in American uniforms had caused consider- 
able confusion by “surrendering” to the Americans. The hoax was re- 
vealed and the Doughs grew suspicious. When his identity was ques- 
tioned a tank destroyer commander popped out of his turret to let 
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laying it across his left forearm. In spite of his wounds and the heavy 
casualties sufiFered by his squad, he continued to go forward through- 
out the battle, killing a number of Germans including two snipers who 
had delayed his company’s advance. Kelley lost his own life when he 
rushed an enemy machine-gun nest. He was hit as he fired the last 
three shots in his rifle into the German position, successfully knocking 
it out. 

The weather changed again on the 2d of February. It grew warmer 
and the snow melted, giving way first to slush, then to mud. Momen- 
tarily the Lightning Division was consolidating its gains, regrouping its 
forces, and resting briefly for the next phase of the attack to the north- 
east to seize the Schwammenauel Dam. To the north much of the Allied 
force had reached the Roer River and was now waiting for the capture 
of the dam before crossing. 

The battle for Kesternich had ended on February 1 but, meanwhile, 
the infantry was moving ahead in other areas. Some lightly held enemy 
positions running south to the headwaters of the Roer still remained. 
The 1st Battalion of the 310th Infantry cleared out the area between 
Imgenbroich and Eicherscheid on the 1st of February. The next day 
the 2d Battalion of the 310th Regiment captured Hammer against light 
opposition. 

A few hours after midnight on the morning of February 3 the 1st 
Battalion of the 311th Infantry moved southeast out of Kesternich 
toward the town of Dedenbom just across the headwaters of the Roer 
River. The terrain near the Roer was bad; large cliffs ran down to the 
water’s edge. The opposition was not expected to be strong because an 
alarm company, thrown together hastily from rear-echelon troops, was 
reported to be there. 

Two platoons, one from Company A and one from Company C, 
were ordered to move down two draws leading to the stream. As they 
moved in, enemy machine guns sent hot lead flying at them from a high 
point on the opposite bank. Partially concealed behind a ridge, die 
Jerries were able to cover the banks of the stream and look directly 
down on anyone trying to get across. 

Normally the Roer at his point is about twenty feet wide, chest 
deep, and does not flow very rapidly. The melting winter snows, how- 
ever, had turned this gentle stream into a torrent moving nine miles an 
hour. The width had increased to thirty-five feet and the water was 
now too deep to wade. Several attempts were made to bridge the river 
with logs but the direct enemy fire made this impossible. 

Men from Company C finally entered the water and tried to reach 
the opposite bank by allowing the current to sweep them across. The 
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water was bitter cold. The enemy machine guns covering the stream 
opened up. Several men were wounded while in the water; others were 
swept downstream. Weapons were lost. Thirty men and two officers, 
elements of three platoons, managed to get across— many without their 
rifles. They paused at the base of the cliff leading up to Dedenborn 
while two assault platoons were organized. Some of the men were 
armed only with trench knives and grenades. Whooping up a lot of 
noise, the Doughs rushed the town. 

The BAR men emptied one magazine after the other. The riflemen 
pumped lead from their Mis. Everyone was yelling. The fight for 
Dedenborn turned into a house-to-house battle, and it was dark be- 
fore the town was secured. Forty-three prisoners were taken and 
twenty German dead accounted for. The next day the men who had 
made it went back to rest. 

On the morning of February 4 the 3d Battalion of the 311th moved 
out from positions east of Kestemich shortly before dawn to clear the 
Germans from the ridge running southeast to Einruhr. Very little re- 
sistance was encountered there and by 1100 the battalion was in Ein- 
ruhr and had made contact with the 9th Infantry Division. 

At 0100 that same morning the 2d Battalion of the 311th had moved 
back into Kestemich after a short rest in Lammersdorf and proceeded 
on toward Ruhrberg. A number of reinforcements had been mshed to 
the battalion only a few hours before. 

The battalion moved out of Kestemich in a column of companies 
with Company G leading and E and F following. Company G got into 
a heavy fire fight in buildings at the east end of Kestemich. The re- 
mainder of the battalion moved out to the north of the main road. It 
was another hour before Company G had cleaned out the enemy posi- 
tions and was ready to rejoin the battalion. Meanwhile, heavy artillery 
and mortar fire had started to fall in Kestemich. 

The ground just east of Kestemich was level and completely with- 
out cover or concealment. The snow had melted and as the battalion 
advanced in the moonlight the enemy began to lob in his mortar shells. 
At one point on the Kestemich-Ruhrberg road there was a sharp rise 
behind which the enemy had taken up defensive positions. As Com- 
pany G came up the incline, the Jerries remained quiet. Then just as 
the company came over the knoll they opened up. 

Company E, in the meantime, having by-passed this point, ran into 
a field of Riegel mines. By dawn, however. Company E was in position, 
overlooking Ruhrberg. The enemy was unaware of its presence and 
could be observed digging, clearly silhouetted against the sky. A 
number of Jerries approached to within a short distance of the OP 
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group but were aJloVved tq' p^f unmolested.vT^h sur- 

prise had been achieved ‘ 

in the reatf roeanMdiOe, Goiupan}^G^^ w still having trouble and a 
platoon of Cbrnpairy F help. When they arrived 

at the scene CJfjtnpanY G w overconung the last enemy' op- 

Lalti in the inoTiiing of order was issued to attadc Ruhr- 

Injrg at nt)ou. A drivhjg^r^^^ started and the Waiting troops were 
chilled ter the hone as the hills overlooking the town/ Ihe 

order was later changed so that tlie attack would start an hour lafer, 
inimediately followmg a five-inihute artillerv preparation. 

The troops nioVed into ^ H aceorcling to schedule and met 

little resistance. had retreated back across the 

Roer River. By stragglers had b^^ rounded iip and Ruhrberg 
w'as Ih Americaii hands. That night the 2d Battalion of the 311th was 
rfiUeYcd hy the I02d Cavahry Groiip, ; ^ 

Ruhrberg the Division to die 

ySnakphas of its operation : the capture, of Schwainmenauel Dam. Ger- 
manVidefenders had withdrawn to the Siegfried Line pillbo.res near 
Strauch and Steckeubc>rh, Their south flank secure, the Lighdmig 
troops now prepared to hiro north and advance on die stronghokl 
guarding the darn, the town that had so long resisted caphirer-rSchUiidt. 
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CHAPTER 4 


THE BATTLE FOR THE DAM 

During the evening of February 2 General Parker took his G-3 to 
a conference at V Corps headquarters. There they received orders for 
the final assault on the vaunted fortress of Schmidt and the Schwam- 
menauel Dam. Control of the Schwammenauel Dam meant control of 
the waters of the Roer. So long as the dam remained in the possession 
of the Germans there was always the possibility that the waters of the 
reservoir would be unleashed, endangering the positions of the Allied 
troops then poised along the river. Further operations were therefore 
being held up pending the capture of the dam. 

Maps were coordinated and checked. Routes were studied. There 
must be no margin for error. Plans were discussed, analyzed. This opera- 
tion must not fail. Other American divisions had previously attempted 
to take the dam from the northwest but had been repulsed. In a series 
of quick, successive blows, the 78th was to knock the Germans off- 
guard, storm Schmidt, and seize the dam. 

It had been previously decided that before the main attack could 
be launched the Division would have to clear its zone of defense as 
far east as the Roer River. This involved the seizure of Ruhrberg, 
anchor of the Siegfried fortifications running northeast through Strauch 
and Steckenborn. Meanwhile, equipment including heavy artillery 
and armor was to be poured into the 78th sector. 

That night the Division was relieved of its assignment to the U.S. 
Ninth Army and was assigned to V Corps of the U. S. First Army. 
That night also the final plan of action was decided which would bring 
the Allied forces into Schmidt and to control of the mighty Schwam- 
menauel Dam. 

On February 2d the 309th Infantry had been withdrawn from the 
line and assembled in Lammersdorf. Looking about them, the troops 
saw a large number of unfamiliar units in the town. A large amount of 
artillery was concentrated in the area. Tanks were dispersed in streets 
and fields. There was a humming, buzzing atmosphere . . . something 
big was up. 

Field Order No. 3 was issued the following night. In it was out- 
lined the plan of attack on Schmidt and Schwammenauel Dam. 

The 309th was to advance from Rollesbroich to a phase line half- 
way to Schmidt, seizing a barracks area located approximately at that 
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point. Simultaneously the 311th was to advance on the Division’s right 
flank from Ruhrberg to Woffelsbach and Hechelscheid, while the 3d 
Battalion of the 310th, with Combat Command R of the 7th Armored 
Division, was to take the towns of Strauch and Steckenborn in the 
center of the Division zone. The completion of these missions was to 
mark the end of Phase 1, and inaugurate the beginning of Phase 2. 

Then the 310th Regiment was to pass through the positions of the 
309th Regiment at the Barracks Area, and seize the Schmidt-Har- 
scheidt area. The 311th Regiment, upon the capture of Schmidt, was 
to pass through the town and move on to the east and south to occupy 
positions just above the Dam. The 310th Regiment would then move 
about two miles farther east and north. 

In the final phase the 309th was to seize the dam. 

With the capture of Ruhrberg on February 4, the 78th was prepared 
to launch its attack. Attached to the Division for this operation were: 

Combat Command R of the 7th Annored Division; 893d Tank 
Destroyer Battalion; 552d Armored Antiaircraft Battalion; 23d 
Armored Infantry Battalion; 774th Tank Battalion; Company A of the 
739th Tank Battalion; Companies A and C of the 86th Chemical Bat- 
talion; 987th Field Artillery Battalion less Battery B. 

The attack was launched at 0300 on the morning of February 5 by 
the 309th Regiment, which moved forward to seize the Barracks Area 
halfway between Rollesbroich and Schmidt. The 3d Battalion with 
Company E attached was the assaulting element. While the 3d Bat- 
talion advanced to the Barracks Area, Company E was to advance two 
miles north of Rollesbroich to take the town of Silberscheidt. As the 
infantry moved out into the cold, wet blackness, they felt again the 
misery, the sick, hollow feeling that accompanies attack. The night was 
pitch-black and there was a driving rain. Some of the men were so 
intent on penetrating the blackness in front of them that they were 
hardly conscious of the rain. The blackness seemed to cut each man 
off by himself, surround him, leave him completely isolated. 

The men were moving through a heavily wooded area. They fell over 
bushes, walked into trees. There was no way of determining what lay 
ahead. In the darkness the troops were unable to move with great 
speed. Their mission was to reach and secure the Barracks Area as 
quickly as possible. Some enemy pockets were by-passed, to be mopped 
up later. As it began to grow light the troops were able to move with 
more certainty, more regularity. As dawn broke the battalion closed 
in on the huts of the German Barracks Area, taking the enemy com- 
pletely by surprise. Some of the Germans were still asleep, others were 
having breakfast. 
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The 2d Battalion of the 309th, following close behind, moved out to 
clear several pillboxes which had been by-passed— and to clear out 
any Jerries who might have gone into hiding. 

While this attack was in progress the 2d Battalion of the 311th Regi- 
ment had pushed out of Ruhrberg toward Woffelsbach. Company F 
led the attack, feeling its way through the darkness. It was 0300. The 
Doughboys slogged ahead through the cold. The darkness engulfed 
them, and the rain hammered down on their helmets. About three hun- 
dred yards north of Ruhrberg they waded a stream and advanced up 
a draw on the east side of the Ruhrberg-Woffelsbach road. The men 
peered through the darkness but could see nothing. 

Suddenly the company came upon a series of pillboxes astride the 
road. The enemy opened up. The company hit the ground quickly. 
At 0400 Company E crossed this same stream and maneuvered through 
the woods to the northwest. Company F, leaving its 2d Platoon in 
front of the pillboxes, withdrew under cover of fire laid down by the 
remaining platoon, and proceeded to follow Company E. Company G 
was then ordered into the wooded area where Companies E and F 
were located. 

Company E pushed down on the ridge from the west. The enemy 
was forced to withdraw his security covering the pillboxes. Darkness 
now began to give way to a thin gray. The 2d Platoon of Company F 
was contacted and instructed to move forward. The three pillboxes 
which had held up the advance of the company were neutralized after 
a brief battle and the battalion continued on. 

WoflFelsbach and the road approaching it were under direct observa- 
tion from a high ridge rising about five hundred feet above the level 
of the Roer. Scattered over this ridge were many cabins which the 
enemy occupied and from which he could direct deadly fire on the road 
and town below. During the night, however, while the attack on Wof- 
felsbach was in progress, supporting artillery had been firing on and 
neutralizing these positions. The 3d Platoon of Company F continued 
with the attack, following the WoflFelsbach road, and succeeded in en- 
tering the southern part of the town. By 1630 Company F was able 
to report WoflFelsbach clear. That night Company G occupied the high 
ridge west of the town; Company E was outposted along the river. 
Company F, tying in with the other companies, set up defenses in the 
northern section of the town. 

The 3d Battalion of the 310th Regiment, less Company K, was at- 
tached to Combat Command R of the 7th Armored Division to take 
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the Division zone. These proposed operations were to take place during 
the night of the 6th and early the morning of the 7th. 

By midaftemoon of February 5, however, the projected operation 
had to be cancelled. Thorough reconnaissance supervised by the Assis- 
tant Division Commander showed that the current of the river in the 
vicinity of Ruhrberg was too swift to permit a successful crossing. The 
rapids in the area made impracticable the construction of a bridge. A 
crossing of the river by boat was also out of the question. The enemy 
had complete observation of troop movements in the vicinity, and his 
concrete pillboxes covered the entire area. It was decided, therefore, to 
abandon this plan. 

As the initial steps of Phase 2 were being undertaken. Corps ordered, 
about 1100, that the 309th Regiment continue the attack. This was a 
substantial deviation from the original plan, which had provided that 
the 310th Regiment proceed with the attack from the Barracks Area. 
The new order presented a series of problems to the 309th. The 3d 
Battalion of the 309th had dug into defensive positions. The enemy, 
by this time recovered to some extent from his initial surprise, was now 
keeping this battalion engaged, thus preventing complete reorganiza- 
tion. The 2d Battalion was engaged in clearing the pockets of resistance 
from the rear and northwest of the Barracks Area. The new order re- 
quired that the 309th Infantry break contact with enemy units and 
reorganize. This undertaking was made more difficult by the fact that 
the 1st Battalion of the 309th, which had been attached to the 310th 
Infantry for operations in Phase 2, now had two battalions of the 310th 
Regiment interposed between itself and its parent organization. 
Toward dark the 309th attack order was cancelled. Phase 2 was to be 
initiated at 0300 the following morning— February 6. The 309di Regi- 
ment was instructed to maintain heavy pressure against the enemy 
during the night. 

At the scene of attack, a large quantity of material had been con- 
centrated into a relatively small area. The roads, secondary roads at 
best, were hilly and muddy, jammed with equipment moving up to 
the attack. Tanks hurtling up to the front lines dug deeper and deeper 
into the mud. Messenger jeeps and miscellaneous vehicles, some carry- 
ing chow up to the companies, were having trouble getting through. 
Withal, however, the offensive was taking shape. 

At H-hotm on the morning of February 6 the 1st and 2d Battalions 
of the 310th Regiment moved out from their assembly areas midway 
between Rollesbroich and die Barracks Area. The 1st Battalion fol- 
lowed the 2d Battalion for a few hundred yards, then moved off in a 
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northeasterly direction across the Strauch-Schmidt road. The terrain 
was heavily wooded, and hilly. The darkness was impenetrable. 

The 1st Battalion continued to advance until it reached a heavily 
wooded draw, where it was discovered by a group of Germans who 
opened up with automatic weapons. These Germans had apparently 
been in hiding since the initial attack and were now trying to make 
their way back to their own lines. Enemy artillery, attracted b^ the fir- 
ing, zeroed in on the area. In the ensuing fire fight the battalion s casual- 
ties were heavy. 

Meanwhile the 2d Battalion had pushed through the 1st Battalion 
of the 309th Regiment and had advanced to a position almost opposite 
the 1st Battalion on the opposite side of the road. Here, too, the dark- 
ness caused confusion. Men fell into holes enemy troops had dug in 
the area. At this point the battalion was subjected to heavy artillery 
fire from the enemy. Casualties were incurred in both the 309th and 
310th Regiments. 

At daybreak the intelligence officer of the 1st Battalion set out to 
find the 310th command post, to report the position of the battalion. 
As he reached the Schmidt-Strauch road he observed that he was 
three hundred yards away from the Barracks Area. Having thus con- 
firmed the position of his battalion, he proceeded to Rollesbroich for 
further instructions from the regimental commander. 

The 1st Battalion was now given a new mission. The battalion was 
now to move closer to the left side of the road and continue to attack 
successive objectives along the road toward Schmidt. Later, when the 
battalion moved out, it iimnediately ran into heavy fire, coming from 
well built fortifications hidden in the extremely dense woods. The ad- 
vance was measured in yards. Just before dark the enemy counter- 
attacked, but the counterattacking units were dispersed with well 
placed artillery fire from supporting batteries. 

The 311th Regiment had continued its attack during the 6th. A task 
force— Task Force Gero— had been formed consisting of a platoon of 
infantry from Company L, a platoon of tanks from the 774th Tank Bat- 
talion, and two tank destroyers of the 893d Tank Destroyer Battalion. 
The objective of Task Force Gero was capture of the town of Hechel- 
scheid. 

The task force moved up to its line of departure at the edge of 
Steckenborn under cover of darkness. The remainder of Company L, 
not included in the attacking force, remained in Steckenborn in cellars. 
At 0800 the force moved out— the tank destroyers moving down the 
road to Hechelscheid with a squad of Doughs on either side. The tanks 
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were reviewed. The discussions ended on a definite plan. The unit com- 
manders returned to their men. The attack on Schmidt was about to 
begin. 

Before midnight, when the initial attack order had been received, 
the companies of the battalion had been alerted and moved to a pre- 
viously designated assembly area. One platoon of tanks was assigned to 
Company I, another to Company K, while the third platoon of tanks 
was held in reserve. Two tank destroyers were assigned to the battalion. 

The infantrymen appreciated tanks in combat. Their tremendous 
fire power was eflFective in wiping out automatic-weapons emplace- 
ments, and in breaking up other infantry defenses. Tanks were excel- 
lent on open terrain and on many occasions they saved the Doughboy 
countless hours of fighting. There was one disadvantage to the tank, 
however. The roar of its motor and the clatter of its treads could be 
heard a mile away. 

The Doughs, waiting in the assembly area, heard the tanks moving 
and as they maneuvers about their roar became loud. Suddenly artil- 
lery began to drop. The flashes of the shells as they exploded cut 
through the (hick blackness of the night, illuminating the entire area. 
Everyone was concerned with staying clear of those 88s. Finally, after 
about half an horn*, the shelling lifted. The medics evacuated the men 
who were wounded. 

The battalion started up the road. But as it advanced it once again 
became the target for an intense artillery and mortar barrage. Men 
dived off the road, squeezed into ditches and depressions in the ter- 
rain. The battalion was committed. It had to go forward. 

Men urged each other on. Reluctantly they left what little cover they 
had and began to advance. The enemy did not let up on his shelling. 
Men shouted above the noise and could not hear themselves talking. 
The woimded called for help. One group began to advance. Anoffier 
group dove for cover. Slowly but surely the 3d Battalion continued to 
advance. 

Typical of the outstanding duty constantly done by medical men of 
the Division, an aid man knelt beside a wounded soldier. A few yards 
off to die right the shells were falling. The medic's hand ran over the 
wounded man's leg and found the wound. He called back for a litter 
team, prepared his syringe and administered die morphine. 

Two litter bearers came forward. The wound was dressed and the 
diree men rolled the soldier carefully onto die litter. The bearers felt 
their way in the darkness, stumbling over low bushes, stumps of trees. 
Artillery began to fall nearby. The men set the litter down and hugged 
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about wanning the motors up. Men mounted their assigned tanks. Thus 
on the afternoon of the 7th, the 3d Battalion of the 311th moved out 
to take Schmidt. 

Nothing happened at first and the men wondered. Maybe the Jer- 
ries had withdrawn. Maybe the Air Corps had wiped out their artil- 
lery. Maybe . . . The battalion began to climb a hill about one thou- 
sand yards west of the town. Men held their breath. From here one 
could look into the town itself. Suddenly, just past the crest of the hill, 
the shelling began again. The lead tank, hit twice, burst into flames. 

During an artillery barrage men could hit the dirt or take cover in 
a decline, but tanks could do no such thing. Tanks remained exposed. 
In such a case the tanks could stay put and take it, or get out of the 
area as quickly as possible. As the lead tank burst into flames the re- 
maining tanks stopped, turned and moved back to the line of departure. 
The Doughs who had been riding the tanks hopped off. The companies 
reorganized; prepared to move out again— this time without armor. 

With a platoon of light machine guns. Company I began to advance 
two platoons abreast. Utilizing all their fire power they managed to 
gain entrance to the northern sector of Schmidt, to which they had been 
assigned. The Germans tried desperately to hold them back, but by the 
end of the day Company I had advanced through its sector of Schmidt 
to within four hundred yards of Harscheidt. 

Company K had also moved out on foot, approaching Schmidt from 
the south. The enemy had concentrated machine guns covering the 
draw south of Schmidt. Company K advanced up this draw. The enemy 
fire was terrific. The company took cover. The company commander 
tried in vain to bring some tanks forward to help knock out the con- 
centration of machine guns. Then, firing their machine guns from then- 
hips, trying to outfire the Germans, the men of Company K advanced. 
They walked into a minefield. German machine guns fired at them 
from the flanks. Casualties fell out but Company K continued on. 

Slowly, very slowly, the Germans began to give ground. Enemy fire 
dwindled and the company entered the town. The medics stayed be- 
hind to clear the wounded. Inside the town Company K joined Com- 
pany I in house-to-house fighting. The Germans resisted, but the 
Doughs pressed on relentlessly. 

The 78th had entered Schmidt. The war-tom town, pounded by air 
and artillery, had been a legend. Now the legend was reality. The 
troops proceeded cautiously. It seemed impossible that they were 
storming and taking the fortress of Schmidt. Here they were, from the 
streets of Chicago, Atlanta, Bridgeport, Petersburg, walking through 
the mud-filled, mbbled streets of Schmidt. They gripped their rifles. 
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and began to advance farther into the erstwhile fortress town. 

There were buildings standing in Schmidt but they were exceptions. 
Houses sprawled into the streets. Other structiures appeared to have 
been split, walls tom away; beds, dressers, sofas, desks, or their re- 
mains, perched on the edge of a void. Frames of windows gaped. En- 
trances to cellars were blocked with wet piles of mbble. Roofs were 
shattered, and water dripped down onto china closets, rugs, dressers. 
Not one house in that entire town had escaped the mark of war. 

Schmidt was a dirty, messy town. The thaw had left a filthy slime 
over the shattered wood that was piled along the street. Nothing lived 
in Schmidt. Cows, dogs and chickens were pinned under mbble, rot- 
ting away. Bloated horses, their heads cmshed, lay in the streets under 
piles of wood that once were bams. The roads were muddy, pocked 
with gaping craters, filled with mud and water. 

The Doughs fought on until dark when the tanks moved up. Hasty 
defensive positions were then set up in the eastern sector of the town. 

That day, Febmary 7, the Division had also struck toward Schmidt 
from the south. On the 3d Battalion’s east flank was the Sllth’s 2d Bat- 
talion, which moved out from Woffelsbach parallel to the Ruhrstausee. 
The attack orders had been received at 0130. Three hours later the 
battalion attacked. Just as the battalion began to move out it ran into 
enemy time-fire. The shells burst in the air, spraying the area with 
jagged, killing shell fragments. 

The terrain was extremely rough. Hills, which rose 450 feet with 
slopes of from 30 to 60 degrees, made the attack exhausting. The men 
stumbled about, holding their rifles high as they fell, in order to keep 
them from jamming. All equipment had to be hand-carried. There 
were clashes with the enemy as they continued to advance but the ter- 
rain and the darkness were the chief difficulties. At one point the ground 
was so steep that the men were forced to sit down and slide to the bot- 
tom of the steep incline. The blackness gradually dissolved into a 
sickly gray. 

Just as the stm began to rise Company E was hit with a concentra- 
tion of mortar fire. There were casusilties and again the aid men were 
there. This time the trail leading back to die aid station was over the 
rough terrain the troops had just passed. Evacuation of the litter cases 
was a back-breaking ordeal. 

The Jerries had every advantage. They had dug into cleverly con- 
cealed positions and opened up only when the Doughs were directly 
on top of them. The terrain was difficult but the men continued to inch 
forward. At least, now in die daylight diey were able to see where diey 
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enemy bunkers w^ere encounteJred but Company I continued its ad- 


vanccj while assault .squads from Cdm^ K disposed of the 
ments. 











Iii d hastily ^wstr«ct?d cutplacement Whitifl a mined btHkUng, this rnachiiie 
gstiiner prepates to repcd coiiuterartaeking Jerries 

All obi^efYalTOii ppst^w established on an approaeli leading into 
Kpmmerjieheidr^i^ a reconnaissance patrol was sent m the town. It 
was deatliljir (juiet. Binldto^ lay hi piles of rubble. An occasional fraine^ 
charred and tottenogv standing. The scene was one of utter 

devastation. Tive.patrol retti^ tP the battalion, and reported diat they 

had ohserved no enemy The battalion proceeded to move into 

the, town^ineetiiig only scattered resistance enenay mfan try- 

men, However, upon entering the town, the troops vvere greeted by a 
heayy concentration of art|Iicry. The 2d Battalion rnpYed up behind 
the 3d Battalion and a defeiisi^^ network was set up around the town. 
There the rioops rethaineil imtil the np.rt morning, Febritaty 8, ^ 

On February 7 the Division was trarrsf erred to die XVlII Airborne 
Corps and that night Letter of Instructions No. 20 Was issued from 
Division headqaarters, detailing the plan of operations for the final 
assault on the Schwammenauel Dam. The 310th Regiment was in- 
structed to be prepared to initiate Pperations Putllned in .Phase 3 as 



In a prisooerof-^var wlclosurf^ a look of deSance: is found among more com- 

plaeent expression.'i 

soon as Phase 2^ the capture of the Schniidt^Harscheidt area, was com- 
pleted When a pas north of the dam had heen effected by the 
310th Ilegimeftt, die 309tiv fiegtoent was to push thfowgh them thus 
initiating Ph ase 4 : the cap tih^ hf dam i ts^f . Pr6\rtSious; made 
for the relief of the 309tii Begimeiit at Kommerseheid t by eTements of 
the Airborne Division. The 31ith was instimcted^/to assemble in 
;$chmidt 8sDivlsiea;r»Ker^ . ,.V. -v 

In tlae very early morning of Pebmary 8 the 3d Battalion of the SiOth 
Regfroent moved out to seize the high ground east of Schmidt. The 
BattaUpii was to pass duough Sclmiidt, whi^^^^^ aheady heep 'rts 
ported taieeriv over the east-\vest road in die southeni half of the tpwn. 
The battalion moved out from the assembly area with Cotnpaiiy I iti 
die lead. Jxist before the dawn CorUpafty f atrived at the first road 
funetion in Schmidt. There dm cofiimandiug crfEcer of CJompany I en- 
countered tw'o officers from dm 3d Battalion of the 3Hth Regiment 
Learning diat there had beep severe hderroitt battles in the town 


throughout the mght, he decided to send a platoon of men and two 
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tanks ahead through the town, on to the line ot departure. This was to 
provide assurance that the town was cleared before the rest of Com- 
pany I and the battalion entered the town. 

About two hundred yards past the first road jimction the platoon 
encountered heavy automatic-weapons fire. The men were clearly 
silhouetted by the light of dawn, and were unable to move either for- 
ward or backward. After a short wait the company commander and the 
battalion commander went forward to investigate the situation. Since 
the town was not yet cleared, the 3d Battalion of the 310th was obliged 
to modify its plans. Company I was assigned to tackle remaining enemy 
resistance in the town, wnile Company L was to pass through me town 
when it was cleared and proceed to the designated line of departure. 
From here it was to take up the attack as planned. 

Two platoons of Company I, supported by tanks, moved out. One 
took the left fork; the other the right. The latter platoon had advanced 
to where the reconnaissance platoon was held before they met any 
resistance. From this point on the going was rough. The enemy had 
had the entire night to prepare for this. He knew the town well and 
had been able to infiltrate through the lines set up by the 311th the 
night before. 

Both platoons were advancing from house to house, the Jerries firing 
at them from either side. In addition to small-arms fire, the Doughs 
were also encountering deadly artillery barrages. They continued to 
advance, however, darting from house to house, continually shooting 
it out with the stubborn German soldiers. Men crouched in the streets 
and fired, ran to doorways and fired. Progress was slow but the enemy 
was withdrawing. The platoons finally converged near the far end of 
the towTi and proceeded on together. About fifty yards farther east an 
enemy minefield \a’as located. Under a steady volume of small-arms 
fire the mines were removed and Company I continued its advance. 
By 1400 Sdunidt had been cleared. 

In siunmaiy’, the capture of Schmidt was a feat of determination. 
There were two parall^ roads running east and west through Schmidt. 
One of these roa^ ran through the northern half of the towm, the other 
through the southern half. These two roads formed junctions at both 
ends of town. The 311th Regiment, ha\ing gained entrance to Schmidt 
from the west in the late afternoon of February 7, proceeded up both 
roads. There was a cluster of houses at the western end of the south- 
ern route. Then the buildings ceased and the road seemed to skirt 4e 
town. This was an erroneous impression. Actually, there was anodier 
group of houses some fi\ e hundred yards farAer up Ae road. How- 
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ever, only a close inspection would reveal these buildings as one first 
entered die town. The 311th men, advancing along the southern route, 
cleared this first group of houses and then, satisfied that the southern 
half of town was cleared, turned their attention to the main part of town 
to the north. By this time it had grown dark. Fierce battles raged 
throughout Schmidt all that night but an organized flushing of enemy 
troops could not be conducted until daylight. 

The 3d Battalion of the 310th entered Schmidt the following morn- 
ing, intending to pass through the town and launch its attack on the 
dam. Attempting to pass over the southern road, they encountered the 
enemy soldiers who had probably occupied the houses which the 311th 
overlooked plus enemy troops who had infiltrated into the town during 
the night. It was necessary, therefore, for them to fight their way 
througn Schmidt. Elements of four German divisions, the 85th Infantry, 
9th Panzer, 3d Parachute and 3d Panzergrenadier, had attempted to 
hold back the attacking 78th men. 

It was the combined efforts of both regiments which made possible 
the sign erected at the western approaches of Schmidt: “You are now 
entering the town of Schmidt 
sion.” 

Schmidt cleared, the 3d Battalion of the 310th continued on with its 
original mission: seizure of the high ground east of the town. 

At 1600 Company L passed through Company I and proceeded to 
its objective. As they were leaving the outskirts of Schmidt, they en- 
countered fierce resistance from me high ground directly ahead. The 
company could not continue to move forward as a unit. Each time 
the enemy fire began to dwindle a couple of Doughs would rush for- 
ward and the Jerries would open up again with renewed intensity. It 
seemed as though the enemy, enraged at having lost Schmidt, was 
determined not to yield one more foot of ground. Artillery fire was 
requested but the exact positions of the 1st Battalion on the left flank 
and elements of the 311tJi Regiment on the right flank were unknown. 
The risk of hitting friendly troops was too great. The battalion, less 
artillery support, again tried to move forward. Inch by inch the Doughs 
advanced. Tne going was extremely difficult. By nightfall Company L 
had managed to advance to about one mile east of Schmidt vmere it 
dug into hasty defensive positions for the night. 

During the afternoon of the 9th the 1st Battalion of the 310th Regi- 
ment was committed north of the 3d Battalion to relieve pressure on me 
latter battalion. Here, too, they were met with stubborn opposition. 
Gains were slight against the enemy’s determined resistance. 


through the courtesy of the 78th Divi- 
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An endless file of tired, deteimioed footsloggers 

Meanwhile tiie 1st Battalion of the 311th Begirt 
Schniidt with the mission of moving througli the 3d Battahoh of the 
310th after that mat had taken |ts ob|echvevSirice the objective had not 
been wrestled front the enemy^ the battalion remtdned in die vieim 
of Schmidt. - r. 

At 2100 oh the Sth the 309th Begiineut to the Otli In- 

fantry Bivisimi and assembled no Ilarscheidt j^rior to contirming 
the attack, 'l^he Blldy less tlie 3d EattaUon> which was at- 
tached toxtho BlOdi Ihfantiy* 9th Infantry 

Divisiod.^ providing for tire AiOth Regiment to take 

np posih^ns ,al®ng f he Schmid t--klasenfeJd road to jprdtect the north 
Bank of the Odr Division and to assist die 9fh DtvisfOn s 
in the attack on HaseideJd. ' 

In the early morhiiig hours of February 9 the 1st Battalion of tlie 
311th Regiment moved out of Schmidt wim a new mission, tlmt of tak- 
ing the three peninsulas of land jutting out into dm Ruhrstauseej 
large body of water behind the dam. By dawn d;ie battalion had passed 
over the line of departure. The terrain was bad .. , . thiclvly wooded and ■ 
hilly. But die fact that die men were able to see instilled fti thein a Cer- 
tain confidence, and they cOntintied, to advarice against, strong opposi- 
tion, flushing the enemy from his hiding places, pushing mm Wni 
their path of advance Movenicnt was .slo%^ steady. Company A 
was in the lead, folloived by Company B and Company C. Company A 
moved out onto die first peninsula,, and the other two companies con- 
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tinued the advance. The enemy was well concealed and oftentimes 
the Doughs overran his positions. Close-up fighting resulted. Resistance 
was stubborn but the advance continued. Company B moved off into 
the second peninsula. Company C pushed on and occupied the last 
peninsula, which was only about one thousand yards from the Schwam- 
menauel Dam. From this latter position Company C was able to set 
up machine guns covering the dam. 

The 310th Regiment continued to push east along the high ground 
on the north side of the Schmidt-Hasenfeld road, thus acting as se- 
curity element on the left flank for the 78th and 9th Divisions. Here too 
the Doughs encountered a heavily wooded area, and a steep incline 
which was a formidable barrier to their drive. The 3d Battalion of the 
311th Regiment consolidated its positions around Harscheidt and 
established a series of roadblocks along the Nideggen-Harscheidt 
road which was the main route over which the enemy could bring sup- 
plies and reinforcements from the east. 

Simultaneous with these operations, the 60th Infantry, moving for- 
ward between the 311th and the 310th Regiments, advanced on 
Hasenfeld, a small town which lay at the bottom of a sizable valley. 
The west slope leading into the town was thickly wooded about 
halfway down. The remainder of the slope was open pasture land, of- 
fering no cover to advancing troops. From the houses in the town the 
Germans could observe any movements on the draw. In addition, 
Hasenfeld was open to observation from the eastern banks of the Roer. 
Despite these handicaps, the assault on Hasenfeld was successful. 

By late afternoon of February 9 operations concerned with Phase 3 
were completed and the fourth, and final, phase of the attack was initi- 
ated. At 1800 the 1st Battalion of the 309th Regiment moved out from 
an assembly area to the east end of Schmidt and passed through ele- 
ments of the 311th Regiment. The final attack to seize Schwammenauel 
Dam was under way. 

The men fought their way forward in the dark against fierce enemy 
resistance. The wooded terrain, the deep ravine over which the attack 
took them, made radio communication difficult. The blackness of the 
night was fierce but the men plunged on. One platoon of Company A 
veered far right in the attack and in so doing by-passed several strong 
enemy positions, thus achieving an element of surprise. The Germans 
tried desperately to hold back the advancing troops but the Doughs 
would not be stopped. The Jerries, it was apparent, had banked too 
heavily on the terrain being impassable. It was not. 

By 2115 the leading elements of the 1st Battalion, 309th Infantry 
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Extensive damage was done by Germans to Schwammenauel Dam Instajiatioiis 


Regirafent, reat^iecl thte bliifFs dverlookiug SchwamnieM^eJ Djim. 

The Gertnanji were frantie. Some iiirrejidered. Others fought on. 
Within half an hour assault teams of Company B had surrounded the 
structure housing the outlet valve of the^darn. The Gernrans had already 
demolished it. Men picked their way over the nibble in the darkness, 
and pressed forwarcf in the attack 

Even more than the enemy, the thought uppermost ih the nuiids of 
the men that night would blow up 

iVpm under thern— thal blow the dam^ settihg off 

a large eruption of eartli; water. The Dou^s felt certain 

drat ]eny, in hi.s desperate strafts, would resort to this fast stratagem, 


even at, the risk to his own troops. A spfi^id dOSd Engineer Battalion 
team waited anxiously to inspect the dam for demolitions; to remove 
the charges before U was 

The Hgh ting, olose.>range fighfa'ng for the most part, raged on. Con- 
fusion was caused rvhen a group of captured prisoners became inter- 
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mingled with Jerries who continued to fight. The men were forced to 
make their way over rubble caused by an earlier explosion, to scale 
precipitous heights as they pursued the enemy, routing him from his 
positions. The battle raged on. By 2200 elements of the battalion had 
secured the intake valve area. 

Meanwhile, other elements of the 309th ’s 1st Battalion had slipped 
aroimd to the lower level of the dam, taking the enemy there com- 
pletely by surprise. Here was begun the final assault on the large power 
house and the concrete emplacements around it. Initial resistance was 
stiflF, but the enemy gradually weakened. The Doughs gained entrance 
to the powerhouse. It was a shambles. The machinery inside had been 
wrecked. 

The Doughs were now racing against time. If they could seize the 
dam before the Germans had a chance to prepare and execute demoli- 
tions . . . The men pounded their way ahead. At 2300 the engineer 
team moved forward to make its inspection of the dam. They were 
driven back by enemy fire. At midnight they made another attempt, 
this time with success. 

The original plan was to cross over the top of the dam to the spill- 
way and descend from there to a tunnel running through the dam. 
Intelligence reports on the dam were complete and detailed. The lay- 
out of the entire structme was available and the engineers had made 
full use of it in planning their inspection. Crouched low, their hearts 
pounding, the five engineers, along with protecting riflemen, moved 
out over the top of the dam, began to run across the spillway. Bullets 
zinged through the air. The men crouched lower, ran faster. Suddenly 
they were halted in their tracks. A portion of the spillway had been 
blown. The entrance to the inspection tunnel was inaccessible. 

There remained only one other method of approach. This entailed 
sliding down the 200-foot face of the dam to the tunnel below. There 
was no alternative. The men went over the guard rails and down the 
steep face on the enemy side of the dam. In completing this maneuver 
they surprised six German machine gunners and took them prisoner. 
The engineers, on gaining entrance to the tunnel, proceeded with their 
inspection. 

The atmosphere inside was stifling; breathing difficult. While the 
battle raged outside, the engineers groped their way through the dam’s 
tunnel, conscious of the fact that twenty-two billion gallons of water 
were straining against the structure and that even as they pursued 
their search, an already lighted fuse might be burning down to the 
charge. Minutes ticked away . . . 

Much to everyone’s surprise, the tunnel, which was the most logical 
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The PeostDck of ScMyarmnenaoel iSam \vere Wovya by the Ceinnaris, 
ciiising a hii'nbr aJohi tHe ]|d^ dally checlced the me 

or decline of the 


tnight Cioss, 


place for demplitjoio^!, revealed so prepared charges, Tbe engineer team 
emerged into the night. 

The cold ^tr hitting them came as a reli^ after tlie suffocating pres- 
sure of the ttmnel. They now proceeded to examine the surface of the 
stnicture. At exairihihig the gate house they came 

upon a nianbcr oF Jerries w’ho^fe bade bxit managed to drive 

them away.,The mspec;boh of die dams stmctnrC; w 
boobytiapSj. the delayed charges which die euginecTs Ivtd anticipatedv 
were not to he founds. Only dm Outlet \'alves Irad been blbwhv^ 
mechanisnr latitmed- A colunin of water some thidbeit feet in diameter 
was flowing froni the reservok^^^^^^ ; - 

Meanwhile dm battle for the^^^d contiiiuetl/ Twb hours after mid- 
night thb I st battalion of the 3^^ was in conipleto conttol of the dam 
Patrols were immediately sent out to cross the dam and- sucxoii^ed in 
doing sOvTetuJming tfea^^^^^^^ 

By moihlrig the dog in around the darn. By-pa.ssed 


podcets of enemy resistance W'ere reduced during the day. ifositiOns 
were consolidatedi gaps in the line plugged up; Division tmite were 
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relieved of their temporary attachments and reverted to Division con- 
trol. The tension eased a little as the Division settled down to a sem- 
blance of routine, awaiting orders to resume the oflFensive. 

The capture of the Schwammenauel Dam marked the completion of 
a major mission in combat for the 78th Division. This mission had be- 
gun in the cold early hours of December 13. It ended 1 month 28 days 
later, when, on February 10, the 78th Division was able to report its 
zone of operations cleared as far east as the Roer River; the Schwam- 
menauel Dam, slightly damaged, seized and seemed. 

In the eight weeks since December 13 the 78th had cleared over 35 
square miles of Siegfried defenses; it had captmed some 16 towns, 
2,700 prisoners. It had broken through the backbone of the Siegfried 
Line. The 78th had entered the lines a green outfit, had emerged a 
veteran Division. 

Completion of this mission had involved a huge expenditme of ma- 
teriel. From December 13 to February 10 some 242 million rounds of 
caliber .30 ammunition and 90,000 rounds of artillery were expended. 
The 778th Ordnance had furnished 159,000 pounds of TNT. The 
303d Engineers had placed approximately 28,400 antitank mines, 
3,500 antipersonnel mines. The 78th Quartermaster Company issued 
415,000 gallons of gas and over a million rations. The 78th Signal Com- 
pany wire teams laid over 2,000 miles of telephone wire. 

The following commendation was sent to the Division Commander 
by Maj. Gen. Clarence R. Huebner, Commanding General of the V 
Corps: 

1. During the latter part of January 1945, the 78th Infantry Division was 
engaged on the left flank of the V Corps in the forest of Monschau. Although 
not attached to this command, your organization rendered valued assistance 
to the V Corps in affording it the use of the Eupen-Monschau-Hofen road. 

2. On 2 February 1945, your division became attached to this command 
and was given the mission of clearing the enemy from the Ruhrberg-Steck- 
enbom-Schmidt area to assist the attack of other elements of the Corps from 
the south. When the attack was launched, the 78th Infantry Division under- 
took an operation to secure Dam No. 3 on the Roer River. In successfully 
achieving this objective your command clearly demonstrated that they had 
profited to advantage by their earlier experiences against the enemy. Your 
headquarters and the subordinate echelons of your command planned this 
attack in a workmanlike manner. Your troops executed their assigned mis- 
sions with zeal and determination. The cooperation and assistance rendered 
by all elements of your command, first to the 82d Airborne Division which 
was committed on your left, and subsequently to the 9th Infantry Division, 
committed in your sector, were both noteworthy and commendable. 

3. Had it not been for the determined assault of members of the 309th 
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in the ii^«( erf direct artillery and ^nail-anus fir* V^’hit^^^ 
Tesultea in fei^ capto of Dani No. 3, further contemplated iwnter c^e^ 
tioas against the eneiny do Uie nbirtiiern front would have beerr hhpQSsible., 

4, j^ilioii^h is relatively new in epthhaty^^^^y^^^^ 

have given wnple- proof operations you vnll a^ neiV honors 

to those you have already {urfiieved in this/ My pei'spnal thanks and appre- 
to you and the x^eprs add' (»ea of your Division for thetf . valued 
in this Operation. \ 



ceetl. . . 

(5;#pefaJ Marshall stated in bis Biennial Report of iKe Chief of 


, ; The reduch'pjD of the Colmai: Pocket and the seizure of the Roer River 
dains to the north in the vicinity. of . Schipidt Were both pecessart' preUides 
to clearing the enemy from the west bank of the Rhine and a fuH-scale 
drive into the heart ^6f Geonany. Tlie UV Sv Fiwt Army n attacked toward 
Schmidt while the Tided Army threw its weight agam Siegfried Line 
in the Ptutn-Trier area. By 10 February the First Army Rad obtained cop- 
trol of the Erit and the SchwamroeMuel aiid the foilovving day had 

cleared the imhre we^ bank xrf; the Boer^^ 

Mtliough failing, to pjey^ the flooding of the Roer V'aliey,. this action 
forced the Gefioans to release the u’a.ters at a time when our operations 
wxiuld not be^Wdangerfsl, thos renioving the. most serious threat bj General 

E&enhowerV plao f Of the invasion of nortliern Getmanyi V 
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CHAPTER 5 

THE COLOGNE PLAIN 


Back in November 1944, when the 78th Division arrived in Belgium, 
the Ninth Army was already poised on the banks of the Roer River, 
preparing to cross. For almost three months operations centering about 
the Schwammenauel Dam had held up the crossing of the Roer by the 
Allied armies. With the Schwammenauel Dam in Allied hands, how- 
ever, the river crossing was now a certainty. The blown outlet gates 
allowed thousands of gallons of water to escape from the reservoir and 
produced a temporary flood stage in this river below the dam. 

For slightly more fhan two weeks after the capture of the dam the 
78th Division manned its positions on the west bank of the Roer and 
maintained extensive patrol activities. At the same time a program of 
rest and rehabilitation was put into effect. Men were taken off the line 
and sent back for showers and fresh clothes. Some went back to the 
Division rest center; some went on pass to Paris and England. They 
wrote letters, played cards and maybe even read a book or two. They 
also took this opportunity to catch up on their sleep. Reinforcements 
arriving in the Division underwent, along with the veterans, a training 
program which emphasized assault river-crossing and village-fighting 
tactics. 

German prisoners, found in the most unexpected places, were still 
being sent back to the PW cage. There were several reports of small 
groups of Germans hiding out in holes 78th infantrymen had intended 
to occupy. On one occasion a mess sergeant hollered out the traditional 
cry, “Gome and get it!” An assortment of bedraggled Wehrmacht sur- 
vivors tried to accept but were hustled back to the rear— without the 
food. 

Meanwhile, the Division Artillery fired harassing missions at known 
and suspected enemy positions across the Roer. The 303d Engineers 
and the 78th Reconnaissance Troop maintained observation posts along 
the banks of the river, above and below the dam, and reported the 
level of water in the reservoir and current and depth of the river. Higher 
headquarters studied these reports, waiting for the waters to recede 
sufficiently before putting into action their plans for the attack across 
the Cologne Plain. 

During this period most of the soldiers were living in cellars. The 
weather was clear. Often the Doughs stepped outside and sat around 
in the sun. They were always careful, however, to keep within running 
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distcMioe of the eelisr or a hole, jeriy had direct obsen'ation on their 
position? and them sva§ no point in invoting trouble.. From tiine to 


time the meii of this mther fordhly. A couple of fellows 

the next ^.<jnad had b%f< tod careless the day befcrcejf or that mom- 


m tne next sgnao haa been too careless the clay beiocejf or that morn- 
ing, and had; latter part of the afteii^ 

grew (hilly and the nieVi ‘began to make preparations for the evening. 
Fo.vholes were elaboratedr^ 

The nights were t^ld long. Guard seemed interminable atid very 
lonesonre. Two hours seemed mom like%vo days, \\hile he slo^^ 
wiggling his toes to keep them wami: d\e guard vybulcl lisieh to the 
sounds of out-gouig ailiuery swishihg d Tire Ligbbring 

canrtoneers Were composing 

During the eighteen following the seizure of the dam 
there were effeetdd important movements of Divisibn 

trbopxiwhich Itad the of consolidating the froiit lines. 

On Febmary^l^vtsion he^^ rnoved from Rbtgeivto Lam- 

mersdorf. The prev'ions day the rear echelon opened at Rbtgen. Where 

-up bperatibus were conducted— notably by the 
ieh bn Febm 10 cleared out remaining eDemy 


31 Ith Regimenh which bn Febih 10 cleared out remaining eDemy 
troops m the Eschdufei Penin^^^ the moitiing of February 13 at 

0400 the 3d Battalion bh^fl Regiment moved northeast above 



leers complete a niiiety-foot span across the cratereti Schwamnienaiiel Dam 

imtallations ' 


ilusenfeld to secure tlve tONvn of Bletts, Iqcdtetl ort two 

miles north of Meimbach- VVithiu forty stroiig outp^ 


had been establishecl there: The Division >yas e\'eji- 

tual crbssihg of the Roer. Ou the 12th the Dhi$fe>n to the 

III /GOrpSt;,;,: 

The TSth Kew^ Troop had moved from the area arquod 


RDUesbroiGh*^Silbersheidt where it had completed iuoppiiig»up qpera'« 
tions to die yvbmity of Ruhrberg; where it patrolled the Roer River Imp. 
On RbbrUaiy 14 tlie 102d Cavalry Group tpolc oyer the rivey line sou 
of Ruhrberg and the 78th Trqbp moved north to patrolling 

and Outpostftig the Ruhrbdrg'-WoffeTsbaeb area imtii March, 


Very effective work during this period was beiiig carried out by pa- 
tmh which ciossed t^ Roen The purpose of these patrols was to probe 
enemy positiOaSi to deterfftimv mieiny streng to .simulate build- 

up for a rivet crossing in force in the Division 7,one, the latter designed 
to throw the eneniy guard. > 

- S®hje patrols crossed the river iri rubber rafts wdiich were concealed 
tipori arrivai' bn the odier bnT' the stream was 

crossed on foot. Every time a tW^ig snapped the men expected^ t^ 
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German Army to open up on them. At times the patrol would walk a 
short distance and lie down, waiting to see if anything passed by, wait- 
ing to see if there were anything up ahead. The woods were thick and 
dark. Every once in a while a patrol was discovered and had to fight its 
way back. 

As the water receded in the Ruhrstausee, on February 24, a mud- 
covered road and bridge was revealed near the bottom of the lake, 
water-covered since the completion of the Schwammenauel Dam. Pos- 
sibly a crossing could be made here. On the night of February 24-25 
a patrol reconnoitered the bridge and road, but encountered a strong 
enemy patrol and was forced to withdraw. Later an explosion was 
heard. The Germans had blown this bridge. 

The Division staff, meanwhile, was planning for the coming attack. 
From the ffow of intelligence reports and research the following infor- 
mation was pieced together. The enemy was frantically constructing 
three lines of fortifications east of the Roer. The first line extended 
roughly along the mountainous east bank of the river and was obvi- 
ously me easiest to defend. It started north of Abenden and reached as 
far south as Gemund near the Erft River, a Roer tributary flowing in 
an east-west direction. The second line in the Division s probable path 
of advance was shorter but it straddled the main roads and would 
deny the Division units access to the towns of Wollersheim and Vlatten, 
both important keys to the area’s roadnet. The third line, four miles 
farther east and squarely in front of the level plain which extended 
from there all the way to the Rhine, was anchored in the north around 
Fiissenick and extended to the south through Sinzenich, Juntersdorf, 
and Schwerten. The next barrier beyond that was the Erft River and 
Ganal, the only sizable water barrier between the Roer and the Rhine. 
The countryside consisted mostly of cultivated fields and grazing land 
spotted with the many towns and villages, some so ancient that their 
medieval walls still stood. This was the Cologne Plain. This was western 
Germany’s breadbasket. 

On February 25 the engineers reported that the flow of water from 
the reservoir into the Roer River had eased and that the flood tide had 
passed its peak. 

The Allied armies were prepared. The initial assault across the Roer 
was scheduled for February 27 in the sector just north of the Division 
zone. Plans were coordinated with the 9th Infantry Division to aid their 
assault across the Roer River with diversionary fire by the 78th’s 
Artillery and to simulate a river crossing in the 78th zone. On February 
27 Field Order No. 4 was issued, outlining the operations of the 78th 
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Wreckage of the railyard at Nicleggeo* Germany, In the Roct River sector Ireld 

by First Army troops 

Division in the river crossing and the subsequent drive eastV'ard to the 

Rhine.:;h . 

Field Order No. 4 one combat team— the 31 Ith-ito cross 

the Boer River 28 over a bridge in tlie 9th Division zone, 

then to pass through the 9di Division and attack south to seize bridge- 
heads along the Boer for projected crossings by the of the 

T8th in the yicinity of JBlens and Heftnbach. In addition, this combat 
team was to deny the enemy observation on these projected bridge 
sites.; 

The 310th Regirhent was maintain its positions on the west bank 
of the Boer and-lb e^bllril contact with the 31 soon as the latter 
reached Blens^^id Hehnba^ as soon as a bridge was com- 
pleted, the 310th Was tb move across the Boer at p and attack 

east./'- ' • ■■■■■- - ■ 

The 309th was ordered to be prepared to send part of its troops 
across the river at renaihider across at Blens. The 311th 

was to contihucTbuth^^^to to defend the Division’s bridge- 
head oh the sOutheih Bank enera^ counterattack. 

Divirion artillery was to support the 31 Idi S initial attack well 
as jto help defend die It W*as lo be prepared to cross the 

river behind the: infantry . - 

The ^3d Engineers Were to erect Heimbach 

and then be prepared to support die DMriOhVactmries. 

The 311th Combat Team, which was to initiate ttie attack, moved 




Raiivvay bridge blown out i?y the GernteviS iddybiig out of Nideggen, 

as First Army troops operating in the Root sector prepared to assault the town 


from its positions on tJie htin^si of the Roer back to an assembly area 
in the vicinity of Burek-Ileifeingien, The main bridge at Hldeggen, and 
a smaller one a mile asKl a half sorith pf it at Zerfcall, bot};v bridges in the 
9tli Division zone, w>ere designated as the erassing points for the Regi- 
ment, / ' ' 

Duririig die night of February 27 the 31Itb began to move by foot in 
order to reach the Zerkall bridge, some eighteen mil^ by the 

next morning. The route of march Ayas ox^f rugged, hilly terrain. It was 
a tough march and a long one. T^vey an attack. 

They Were nvarchiug along on dieir ov/ii povver. The march was tiring, 
and the men cursed the least in the Nayy one 

rode to battle. They wondered, if tlic family back home had any idea 
where they were tohi^ih ^^t^ Thenv when they 

realized tliat the people 'back possibly imagine W'hat 

they A\»ere going through^ they were ^ 

Bernese die bridge at,21etkiaU Was iiicapable 6^^ 
jfpot troops, the ieginiehfisf;yehjefes weremrced tocixiss 
at Kideggen, This rn.Wdted in a delay fn assembling since the road lead- 
ing to the Nideggeri^h^ onder fift?. Despite the smoke pots 

placed all along the road if was impossible to prevent the enemy from 
observing movement alottg the road. At the same time the 
moving up to the Zerkall bridge were subjected to frequent artillery 
coucentratums. Some were kdled before reaching the assembly area. 

Once in Nideggen, ot xvhat W‘as left of it, the troops could only move 
between artillery concentratioiis; The men hugged the ground as man- 
conceived death laged about tlieni. They looked up a t what had once 
been a building-'a home— and saw a sofa with its legs sticking in the 
air; a table standing on three^ 1^ a radiator hanging to a wall, the 
floor under it gone. The sitnation in the town was tense. Troops of the 




78^h rovMioti tttlantry Rivisiorr^P^ 

9th InFautry Division were still fighting aroiiiul N itleggen at the time, 
and it was hard to distinguish them at aJiv distaiiGe from the men of 


the 3J 1th. Debris cluttered the roads. Traflic was heavy. Men shouted 
orderSv While the aj-|hlery the 31 1th men who had had to fight 

thefr vvay to the town were assembled and reorganized for the drive 
sbutii. Shortly after diis had been comjdeteth fheBegiment moved Out 
on its mission, while the regimental CP e.stabhdied itself in Nideggen, 
The carossing of tire Roer River was of strategic military importarice. 
To push the Cjerinans frfwn thy. C was to cut off a major 

agricxdtnral regmftand^^ to threatini the Ruhr Valley. With the Russians^ 
now bnly thirty iinltis froni Berlin,, dr^ from the ea.5t, Cennany 
was sorely pressed. It was of tonnei tdoxfs iinportance^^^^to dm Gernians 
to hold the Allies we.st of the Roer. 

The route of attack; as.sigrmd to the 311th Regiment was thickly 
\vooded and: iiiffyv The exhausted from their nig^^ 

march and the eon^fusioh of battle had Imctri no 

chiirtGe for rest, Copimqueid athick was painfully difficult The 
Regimmit moved ^oofli^ W^ SiO rlghh the 3d Bat- 
talion on flic left to move by bohtids hOhind the 

3d fiattaUbit, dius prot^^^ the Regiment’s east Hank. As the Regi- 
ment drove Ori, resisbmcf lessened. By the C/id of ihcV day the 3 11 th 
had taken up posidOns around die eastern approaches to ^eiiden. 
Meanwhile, on the West bank of the Roery arrangements were com- 
pleterl whereby the 102d Gavalr)': Group vvOuld relieve units of the 7Stb 
along the river front and amuud the dam^ At the same time the 309tli 
at Bleirt was preparing to move a battafioii across die. Roet This bat- 
talion was to swing south and help secure the ground on die east bank 
of the river. The Regiment was also prepared to Piove east and secure 
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2S Feb — 3t1th Regt aasembl&s 
here and then heads South. 


[ / Mureh — 3rd Bn 
311th clears Hausen 


■HAUSENf 


2 March — 2nd Bn 311th 
secures high ground here. 


f March — 1st Gn 31 1th passes 
through 3rd Bn; secures high 
ground north of Heimbach ; takes 
town following morning. 


KASENF^LD 


SCHWAMMENAUEL dam 


HEIMBACH 


2 March — 2nd Sn 310th, 
having deared area to South, 
joins 311th in HelrY^bacli. 


2ef Feb^f March — Isl and 
3rd Bn 3l01h oHdched to 
9th Armor ad Division 


311th toot 
troops cross here. 


1 2^ Feb — Remainder of 
311th Regt crosees here. 


28 Feb — Gy nightfall forward 
elenHients of 311th, having fought 
over difficult lerfaif^, reach this 
area. 


27-28 Feb — This road under 
heavy enemy shell fire. 


ABENDENk 


1 March — 303 rd Engineers 
construct bridge. 


2 March — 309th Regt 
assembles here for drive 
East 


/ March — 309th Regt ^ 
crosses at midnight. 


7 March — Midnight 2nd Bn 
3lOth crosses over dam. 


Crossing the Roer 
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the town of Vlatten. The 310th, after crossing the Roer, was to attack 
east and capture Wollersheim and Ziilpich in the enemy’s second de- 
fense line. 

On February 28 the Division CP moved frojii Lammersdorf to 
Schmidt. 

The next day, March 1, the 311th Regiment continued its attack. The 
Doughboys, after an uncomfortable few hours’ pause, began to slug 
their way forward against elements of the proud German 3d Parachute 
Division. The 1st Battalion moved south at 0615, clearing the peninsula 
between Abenden and Blens. The fighting was difficult and the ter- 
rain was rugged. From well chosen positions automatic weapons, mor- 
tars and artillery were used against the advancing troops. However, 
enemy losses were not light. At this time the first instance approaching 
unit capture was encountered. An officer and 37 enlisted men of his 
command surrendered, after finding tliemselves surrounded. 

After regrouping north of the Blens area the 1st Battalion moved 
through the 3d Battalion and continued the attack south toward Heim- 
bach. The battalion secured the high ground surrounding Heimbach 
and there took up positions while plans for capturing the town were 
reviewed. 

The 3d Battalion succeeded in securing the high ground northeast 
of Hausen and then continued on to attack the town. While descending 
on the town the battalion encountered heavy enemy resistance in the 
form of small-arms and automatic-weapons fire as well as a heavy con- 
centration of mortar and artillery shells. Men pressed forward against 
the earth waiting for a lull in the firing. 

Slowly, steadily, the battalion made its way forward. The firing 
stopped momentarily as the Germans looked about for a target. Sud- 
denlv a man crouched forward, dashed into the town and took cover 
in a house. The firing was resumed. Again there was a pause. Another 
man dashed forward and another and still another. Some were stopped 
but the battalion made its way into town. There was no let-up in the 
fighting. Men fought from house to house; door to door; window to 
window. The troops continued to advance through the town. Finally, 
by 1700 that evening the 3d Battalion was able to report Hausen 
cleared. After assembling in the town, the units rechecked plans to 
continue the attack south. 

On March 2 the 311th Regiment was still engaged in its mission 
of securing and extending the 78th Division bridgehead across the Roer 
River. Early in the morning the regimental CP moved forward to 
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Bupqeiers to tjurwv a temporary Bridge across tl>e» swift waters of the 


Hduseti whifl’e it Avas tttairitaip cBiser with it?f ijiuts. At 

0300 the 2d Battaliint launched an attack tp sectirt* the high ground. ;e^t 
of Hausen: Within four hours the* hattahoir^^^h tak^i its 6hjec^^ 
after which it consolidated its gains antVdhg. in to hold its poMtioh. The 
troops, who had been in almost continuoiis action for ne^Iy two an^ 
a half day s, could hard})’ lift theh shovels to dig. 

At 0300 the 1st Battalion Had also driving soudr in the di- 

rection of Heinibach. Milled roads^^ covered by sen-propelled gnns^ 
slowed the advance. Once again terrain was a fptniidable 
0700 Gompany B had gained entrance to Heimbach from t^^ west. In 


the town were eJenienfcs of the 272d Votksgrenadiers who resisted Stub- 
bornly. Company A entered the town from die nOrdi. ‘Ilie Ger^ 
anticipating the encirclement^ \vithdre\v, leaving behind a few men to 
fight a rear guard actioo. The tivo Companies, supported by tanks from 
Company C, 774th Tank Battalian, continued througli the town, and 
by 1330 were able to rexiort it clear. Company C then moved eastward 
two thousand yards to secure the road nmning from Heimbaeh to 
Vlatteh. The rest of the battalion proceeded to take up positions in 
and around the town: ^ ^ ^ 

The 3d Battalion had started its drive at 1000. It Was to cut the road 
running east of Heimbaeh to Vlattert and the high ground beyond. By 
1500 this had heeii acconiplished^ Shortly afterwards, the battalion 


was ordered to relieve the 2d Battalion of the 310th Regiment which 
had been attached to the 311th for the operation. 

Sho*'tly after midnight the 310th’s 2d Battalion, minus Gompany G, 



An engines ponton bridge for veWdes and tnea, across the River 


had crossed A Schwaiwmenauel Darn oji foot/ of 

the dam were heavily mined and la^phytrapped and in it 

was exhejnfiely difiiciilt for t)»e baltalipn to pass through the minefields. 
Enemy fire \vas scattered and ligbtv i’he battalion made its way for- 


ward sonie fi^e^^ thovisan^ y®fhds tOsthe to^ of Ktester-^^ 
whei^ tlie enelnJ^^^ veiaitfe^ atubboridy Init 

the batfetUon was successful in its attack. Once the toiy^^ 

Company G/whitki had rem^a^ behind dyiring the 


way to JCk)ster-MariawaId frpm there %ent to 

elements of die Slllh Regiment. When this contact had been made, tjie 

78th Division bridgehead across die Boer Biyer Avar 

lished. The enemy s first line of defense had been smashed.. 

Meanwhile, on March 1, working under harassing fire from enemy 
artillery and mortars, Company A of the 303d Engineers had coit' 
structed a TO^foot plank bridge over the Boer Rive? at Rlehs. By mid- 
night the 2d and 3d Battaiibns of the 309th Regiment had crossed this 
bridge and the 1st Bat talioh was preparin g to f olid w< Before dawn the 
309th Regiraent had begun its attack east The morning was cold .and 
it was extremely dark.^^ 

The 2d Battalion began its attack on \%tten, whieh wa.s an imparts 
anchor in the enemy’s plan of defense, The battered 5tb and 8th Pma- 


stand west of the town with he^ 
machine-gim fire. The battaUon went in^^^ the attack with Gonipao^^ 
k» the lead, Company G and Company F following. Company E ad- 



American armor nmibles dowri^t^^^ treadxvay iOr tire fUvcr crossifig 

niiaQtrjmieir await ordcb tp cTofv^ 


vancmg in dark\ rtsaclied enemy's lines where it receiv'etl a 
heavy volume of fire, Gom|jany G was then to the right 

flarik of Gompaoy E, Conipany F was instihtSed in position 

until the other two entered the tpwh At dtis li 

pany F was to move forward to assi dte moppiftg-np opera tioiis At 

OS30 an artillery concentration was placed on Vlatten and for diree- 
quarteics of an hour the shelling was continued. Then, supported by 
tanks, the battahon a^in bega^ir to move forxvar^^ 

country here was flat and open. There was little cover or coneeal- 
inent The enemy had constructed an elaborate system of trench for- 
tifications about the town but the tanks rolled over them. Once in the 
town the battalion fought from house to house. Company F moved 
fprw'ard. By 1100 the 2<J Battalion of the 309th was in bill control. That 
afternoon armor in force moved into Vlatten. 

The road leading into Vlatten was rough, of dirt coirstruction; 
Throughout the 2d of March there had been occasional snow flurries, 
followed by the reappearance of the warm stin. As the siin emerged 
from behind the clouds the light covering of snow melted and turned 
the road to mud. The tank tracks sank deep the road. Light vehicles 
were forced to follow the tank tracks and many jeeps were hung up in 
the deep furrows of the road. 

To the north of the 2d Battalion, the 3d Battalion of the SQSth 
Regiment had jumped off to the east at 0630 on die 2d toward Epner- 

was pneonntered at first. 


nich and Burvenich. Although no opposition 
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while crossing a stream between Vlatten and Wollersheim Company K, 
the lead company, ran into severe small-arms fire. The opposition was 
overcome and the battalion continued its advance. That afternoon 
Company K reported Eppernich clear. Before the battalion could re- 
organize to continue the attack it was dark. Nevertheless the battalion 
jumped off again— this time for Burvenich. By dawn of March 3 Burve- 
nich had been cleared. 

On February 28 the 1st Battalion of the 310th Regiment had been 
attached to Combat Command B of the 9th Armored Division and 
was moved by truck north to Duren where it crossed the Roer. At noon 
of March 1 the battalion received orders to move to Freischeim and 
arrived there late that afternoon. From there it was to attack Wei- 
lerswist which was more than halfway across the Cologne Plain. The 
battalion was unable to move out until 2200 that night. That presented 
a difiScult problem: leading tanks through the woods at night and at 
the same time, defending them against enemy bazookas. Nevertheless, 
the attack could not wait. The battalion had to move out. As the bat- 
talion advanced considerable opposition was met including direct fire 
from 88s and 20mm. guns. Tree-bursts resulted in many casualties. In 
the darkness, communication and contact were difficult. At 0300 on 
March 2, an order to hold fast was received. 

At daylight it was discovered that the command group was situated 
in direct view of the enemy. For three long hours a heavy enemy mortar 
barrage rained down on the area. A number of men were wounded 
including the 1st Battalion commander and the commander of Com- 
pany A. 

Tne attack was resumed even while the battalion was under direct 
fire. Determined to hold the railhead in Weilerswist, the Germans had 
demolished two bridges over the Erft Canal. Fighting was bitter. Bv 
noon, however, elements of the battalion had gotten across and gained 
entrance into the town. Because of the blown bridges evacuation of the 
wounded was extremely difficult. A German hospital, staffed by civil- 
ians, treated the wounded of both sides. By 1400 the battalion had 
cleared the western half of the town; by nightfall Weilerswist was se- 
cured. Later that night the 1st Battalion of the 310th was relieved by 
elements of the 16th Infantrv of the 1st Infantry Division. 

On March 1 the 3d Battalion of the 310th Regiment was ordered to 
march to Berg where it was attached to Combat Command A of the 
9di Armored Division. On March 2 the battalion had moved out from 
Berg toward Wollersheim which was being attacked by the 52d Ar- 
mored Infantry. The 52d Armored Infantry was encountering trouble 
from the north and from the southwest of the town when the SlOth's 
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troop^crossing bridge at 


\ smolce pot pours nut a protective Screen to cover a 
■ _ Nideggen 


3d Battalicm cKsitimander orders his compatiies into battle. Comparty I 
attacked and moved down to take Langeh- 

dori Companies K and L adVanc tUe north. The original towns 
lo^ battalion^' Meraenich and Sinzenich, were not 

attacljed that dayv since the resistartce at Wdllersheiiti neces.#tat^l 
committing tlie txjmpariies earlier than plarmedv which entail^ sub- 
seguent TeargarnzaUoji. But by March S the bartalioii was to. 
move pot for its original objectives. 

B^ the 2 all combat units of the 78th Division had 

crossed the Roer. The eiremy's .second line of defense had been 
srnashed. The race to the Rliiire was in full process. a ^ 

Throughout March 3 the mission of the 311th Regiment was to pro- 
tect the 7Sth Division's .southern flank. This afforded the Doughs a 
much needed rest. For the four previous days they had been driving 
Steadily* Now they were able to wash, to sleep. They were able to re- 
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Inquisitive G Is examine ont' of the Aj\ guns abandoned by the eueniy In 

VVeilejrswst 


feeJiilg tliaf tlie worst part of the battle was finished ; that of estab- 
lishing the bridgehead; Tlieyvy^rean^ to learn of the progress of 
the othef fvv 0 

XJuriJig- die dav; die ,31^ aetual cbnlact with the enemy 

aithbu^h variotis patrols operated thtoughout its sectoi'. The 1st Bat-, 
lalion assembled in llehnlHteh. manned the outpost 

lines, south of Kloster-Mariawald, thns looming the protecting ele- 
ment of the Divisions southern anchor, 3d Battalion wound up 
operaHens in the early rnaraing and moved raid an assembly area east 
of Heimbach, That eveningjhe lialter battalion, wit^ antitank com- 
pany attached, entiTicked lor 

'rhe 309th Regimtait continued its drive eastw'ard, At 1100 on March 
3 the 2d Bat^lion left Vlalten bv foot and moved northeast through 
EppernicH and difiTi to Burvenich, A^^lking along, the men appraised 
the nnsVt'eihpi^ systeni of tVehches Ayhich ran along for miles, built by 
the Oetfliahs had tned of the TSfh driven 

They noted the sprawling ditches-:in the 

fields; 3he conntTv they trayersed h\» the Germans onty 

a fe\v hoii^pTeviouslv. PavSStng ^ noted the white 

flags hanging from the houses; The Gem it seemed, were 

not going to defend each house- From BuTveuicli the 2d Battalipn 
turned east again toward Sipyenich, from where it was to lump off; 

The road from BiuA^enich ip Sinsjeideh lay across ooen ground. There 
AS'as practically no eonceaJnmnh Suddenly the marching troops of the 
2d Battalion Were; showered with m shells. The fire was originating 
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78th Division men march former Supermen to the rear for interrogation 

from the Fiigh ground soutPi of Siiizenlcdi* Casualties were sustuiued as 
the battalion approached Sinzenich and, as it made its vcay into the 
town, sm*per lh'e ricocheted through the streets and en^y artillery kept 
dropping in. 

The battaUon passed thrmigh Gompany lC of the 310th Regiment and 
began its attack. 

Company F was assigned die town ctf Xovenich whd^ Company G 
was dimcted to Linatmie^ Ck)inpany E w in reserve. At 1430 the 
companies moved out t^©y approaehed their objective diey were 
again fired on by enemy mortani» Within the toymsy hovsrever, resisr^^ 
tance was light, and by 1?00 the two towns were secured; The 2d Bat^ 
talibn remjam Eovenith-Lingenich area for almos three days. 

M^n while, the 1st Battalion of the 309th was guarding the northern 
flank of the Regiment. Its lihes extended from Burvenich to Linzenich. 
Hie 1st Battalion had been maneuvered to give the Regiment a bal- 


anced formation in c^se of an/Wening counterattack. 


At 1130 on March 3 the 1st Battalion of the 310th, still attached to 
the 9th Acthoreds Combat Command B, tnoved by truck from Wei- 
(erswist back to: Bisterriich, and die^’' reoeived orde^^^ proceed by 
motor to Lommersmn. In so doing it oii^ahked the enemy defense 
line. As die troops raced along, mey saw Imimm tanks y . . 

.shattered vehicle.^ . , the twisted Wrteekace of a 20mm. antiaircraft 
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gun. Outside of Lommersum the troops hopped oflF the trucks but 
were unable to move through the town because of fighting still in 
progress in the southern outskirts. The fighting ended, the battalion 
had decided to slip in on its objectives during the night and complete 
mopping up at daybreak. Accordingly, Company C entered Wiisch- 
heim. The other two companies slipped through Wiischheim and con- 
verged on Gross Biillesheim. At daybreak all companies reported their 
objectives secured. Not a single casualty was incurred. 

Earlier that day the 2d Battalion of the 310th had been attached to 
the 309th for operations. That afternoon the battalion was relieved of 
this assignment and was attached to the 9th Armored Division. The 
battalion was ordered to Vlatten where it remained until the following 
day. 

The 3d Battalion of the 310th, still attached to Combat Command A 
of the 9th Armored Division, continued its drive east during March 3. 

At 0630 Company L had started forward to attack Merzenich. The 
company moved into the town directly behind an artillery concentra- 
tion. Merzenich secured, two platoons of Company L were sent to a 
position north of Sinzenich to assist Company K which proceeded to 
secure the town of Sinzenich. 

Shortly after noon Company I moved out of Langendorf to seize 
Floren, Lovenich and Linzenich— unaware that the latter two towns 
had already been taken by the 2d Battalion of the 309th. It was joined 
in the attack by 5 tanks and 2 tank destroyers. Floren fell and the men 
of Company I turned to attack Lovenich. During the advance a patrol 
spotted the American troops in the town. A scheduled artillery concen- 
tration was cancelled. The attack, it was apparent, was proceeding 
ahead of schedule. 

During the day the Division CP displaced from Schmidt, crossed the 
Boer, and at 1600 the advance section opened in Hausen. 

By the end of March 3 elements of the Division had advanced eight 
miles. The Germans were in full retreat. The problem now was to in- 
crease the pressure against the enemy— to allow him no time for re- 
organization. 

Code names were substituted for the tongue-twisting names of the 
German villages in die path of the advancing Doughs. Bridgeport, 
Gambridge, Lexington, and Goncord were seized in one day. On an- 
other occasion successive objectives of the attack were Blackstone, 
Farmville and Adanta. 

The weather unfortunately was on the side of the enemy. All dur- 
ing the race across die Gologne Plain the weather was cloudy. Rain- 
storms were intermittent. The enemy was able to withdraw his troops 
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LIGHTNING 


steadily, without fear of air observation. “Hitler weather,” the artillery 
observers called it. Despite the weather, however, the Air Corps 
pounded the Rhine River bridges, impeding the movement of German 
troops back across the Rhine. 

So rapid was the pursuit that artillery liaison planes attempted to 
keep track of the fleeing Germans. When a column was sighted, a mes- 
sage was dropped from plane to the nearest infantry unit in the vicinity. 

In the drive over the Cologne Plain two new problems arose to con- 
front the advancing armies. They arose from the relatively large civilian 
populations encountered and from the large numbers of liberated slave 
laborers. Until the Allies pierced the Siegfried Line it had been the 
policy of the Germans to remove the greater part of the civilian popu- 
lation from the path of the advancing armies. However, once the Allies 
were across the Roer this had become unfeasible. 

It was often impossible for the Military Government team to keep up 
with the rapidly moving lines simultaneously in many diflFerent towns. 
Consequently the problem was frequently handled at company or 
platoon level by the advancing troops. After entering some towns and 
clearing the enemy, infantrymen moved the civilian population out of 
the cellars, where it had sought refuge, and herded it to a central loca- 
tion— a local hotel, or church, or schoolhouse. In these designated en- 
closures the people were kept either until the troops left town or until 
the Military Government team arrived to take over. During certain 
hours of the day the people were allowed to return to their homes to 
gather further supplies, to tend to their animals or to inspect their 
property. 

The displaced persons were of all nationalities: Polish, Russian, 
French, Italian, Belgian, Dutch. They were of all ages. Many of them 
related extraordinary feats of escape through German lines toward the 
advancing Americans, of living in the woods or of hiding in abandoned 
cellars, awaiting the arrival of their liberators. Sometimes these stories 
were related in a strange tongue to an American of the same descent, 
more often with gestures and a basic language which Americans were 
adept at learning. A few sought revenge on the Germans, whom they 
despised, and open violence often ensued. The vast majority of diem, 
however, were more helpful, sometimes supplying valuable informa- 
tion about the enemy forces and on occasion offering to join forces 
against the Germans. The 78th GIG Detachment and Mil Team 451-G 
worked endlessly checking information, credentials and people, Ger- 
man civilians as well as displaced persons. As the Division advanced 
across the Gologne Plain it liberated more and more of these unfor- 
tunate people. 
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On March 4 |hy 78th pivt$ion was its zone to 

th6 southeast. The 36f)th Regiirieht was'^ ordered to con- 
tinue attaefemg souths coriMct ip'tb die 9tli Axniored 

Division, and to Plvision in its attack on Eus- 

kircheiv. ^eginieiit was to assetnbl# iit the Langt^idOrf- 
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and tliat night .continued to prepare for the atiack. The 


2d Battalion abo inoved to Sinzeuich around i\hich the troops took up 
positiohs. The 3d Battalion remained in Langendoil,. xesupplyiiig and 

the Pivisiods attacking ^heXon 


$09th continued to act 




m 





h^* ' ■ * 




■ 



Digitized by 


Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 





Units pioviii areas 


throughout March 4. Theje «L?oukl he no ict-up in the pace that had 
been jset. The enettty could be allowed no pause. Shortly before rtoon 
the 1st Battalion attacked from Linzenich. Gorhpany A jpjickiy pusiied 
on and captured tlie town of Epzea* some yards to the 

80 uthoa.st. Company C then entered jErizen and helped eWan up the 
northern section of the town, Compan^^ held in reserve up until 
this point, also moved in. Compkhiejr A and G then mfived out again 


and seized an important bridge Blef River, suffering casualties 

in the attack. Duriiig this 1st Battalion was on the esc- 

posed right flank of the SO^di Re^iment. South of the battalion was the 
enemy, The 309th was adivancang aldivg e^osed flj^ the 
First Army. 

The 2d Battalion of the 309th remained in the Lovenich -^Linzenitdi 
area throughout the day. The 3d Battalion movetl frorn Burvenich to 
t.(jvenich and at 0915 attaeked m dte dhccti against 

elements of the 3d Parachute Division and Panzer Di^dsion. The 
Gennajis' measure was being taken, The town vvas secured by mid- 
moming, TTmt afternoon the c»mpunie^^ and were 

pusMug out towatdDursclmven.,Antitaiik nuAe tlie lonte 

of ad vance ap d a heavy mortal barrage slowed the battalioa consider' 
ably. The rnfmitiy pushed on; however^ and entered Durscheven. By 
2100 that night the town and the bridge over the Blei River Were se^ 
cured. The 3d Battalion remained lit position that night. 

The 310th Begimetit continued to operate under the direction of the 
9th Armored DivivSion, At noon of the 4th the 1st Battalion was ordemi 





War-torn Eiisjcirclien offers cover and fcdtiC'ealinenl to 78th Pivision men who 
have advanced across five miles q£ Operi C^fttgne'PlaJn under constant enem^ 
observation and fire. - . 


to move into Klein Bullesheirn to secure tlte town- From a point in a 
churcik steeple the command group had excelleiit observ ation and were 
able to tiQte Uie jerries retreiating to the east as the American troops 
surged forwardt Mortar and artillery fire was directt^ on the fleeing 
Germ.an.s.=,. , 

Duriiig tile Sahrn day the 3 10th*s 2d Battal ion assembled in Fu.ssenich 
while the 8d Battalion, now assigiied to a ne\v zone, con tinned vvith its 
operations. This new zone extended southeast from Nemthenich to 
Euskirchen, the largest hanspoTtation hub between the Boer and the 
Rhine, It was the first big industrialized city troops of tlie 78th ericoun- 
lered. Tw'O miles west of Eu.sklrchen 'Vhs Elsig, {istride the main rafi- 
road line. This tovvm W;is the Bd Battalion’s goal for Aiarch 4. l^liat after- 
noon Company I, supportetl by five light mnksv UloVtHl out from ’Nem- 
meiuch, following the ra ilroad tliiat ran into Elsig. The Temaifider of the 
battalion follow^ the attacking coiiipaiiy. 

The tanks ktmeked out the enemy nnichinergun nests which comti- 






m: 




Infantrymen \xse tren<^he^ 4wrin^ a brii^f ^ybik' avVai 




148 


LIGHTNING 


tuted the initial opposition. As Company I pushed forward it ran into 
artillery fire as well as fire from antitank guns emplaced in the town. 
Once in the town, the company knocked out an enemy assault gun and 
captured over two hundred prisoners. 

Inside Elsig the battahon began making preparations to attack the 
city of Euskirchen. Company I was once again designated as the lead- 
ing element. As the company moved forward from Elsig, it again en- 
countered automatic fire from both flanks and fire from antitank guns 
on the northern edge of Euskirchen. At some 250 yards from the bar- 
racks area on the western edge of Euskirchen the company halted to 
await artillery fire on the town, which had been requested. 

By this time it was raining very hard and a thick haze was settling 
over the ground. Men dug into the mud and shivered as they waited to 
move forward again. A steady drizzle penetrated their clothes . . . water 
seeped through their shoes. The company was now receiving fire from 
enemy artillery, automatic weapons, and antitank guns; the men fired 
at an unseen enemy. It was growing dark and cold. A platoon of 
medium tanks moved up, but when two of the lead tanks were knocked 
out, they were withdrawn. Shortly after the withdrawal of the tanks the 
company received word that the requested artillery fire could not be 
had. Company I was directed to continue the attack. 

With a platoon of tanks which joined them on these new orders. Com- 
pany I began its assault on Euskirchen. Company L, which had been 
following behind Company I, now moved up on the left flank to aid 
in the assault. Together with its tanks. Company I managed to gain 
entrance to the Barracks just outside the town. The company remained 
in the Barracks Area long enough to reorganize and then proceeded to 
move up either side of the main street of the city. Two hours later 
the company had advanced to the center of Euskirchen. They had 
forced a small wedge into the city. But most of it still remained 
in enemy hands. 

Company L, meanwhile, on moving west to the Barracks Area, had 
suffered casualties from an enemy mortar barrage directed at it from 
the north. Despite the falling shells, the men had continued to advance. 
In the Barracks Area Company L reorganized, and prepared to move 
out again on its mission. 

On Division order the 78th Reconnaissance Troop had moved soutli 
that day and occupied Hergarten. There contact was established with 
the 10^ Cavalry Group. The 78th Reconnaissance Troop then assumed 
responsibihty for protecting the Division’s southern flank. 

That afternoon the 78th Division CP moved from Hausen to WoUers- 
heim. 
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the' debris-cluttc^^^ Uiesi.' infantrymeii move but 


B\ ^lart.h 5 it was evident that the Genruins were thoroughlv^^c^^^ 
Organized and confused. They .were fighting: at best a disheafteiied 
dehiyiitg ivetion. Wliefe stubborn resistance was ehcoiujtcred it was 
found that fanatically desperate SS men had orgaiiized and led it, sOrrie- 
times resorting to force to fceep thtdr niCir Many 

Genrmn sokhei 7 < desi!rted. hiding in barns and woods until tire American 
troops iirrived. 


The pace of the offensive was gruelling. Troops marched and fought 
frorh morning to niglit. At in'glvt dvey set up security and stood guard, 
luthe movetl out agaiu. Hie men were anxious to reach 

the idnOe, PrepaTations for thc^ eros.strig would probably entail time 
arid they hoped that lliis vvould give them hadlv needed I'est, : 

On Maicm the •Sl ltlv Hegiment passed tlu^ough the the 

■'309th Hegi ineu h thus becoin i ng tb e asSaUl t eleineu t of the 7gth piv idoh,. 
Tire Ist BattalioJi of the 31 Ith assembled at hiVizcnuch in the yery early 
inowvnig, and tlien stippprted IrV tanlvs jumped olF to take the towns of 
SatzveVv tllrerearten and Antvseiler. Company C encountered stiif re- 


SatzveVv {)lrergarten and Aritvveiler. Company C enc-ountered stiff re- 
sistance in h^tzse.y asdidCoinpativ A at Obergmieii, OHt^pa,ny^B,^^^ 
ever, niQ\"^gdfwvrttd Aht^ycdeCdiscOvered thatthi^^ already 

been iientrulized Battulion. iTcvl-d Battididn CP 

vyas set' Up ift Sittze .so lieav y n slielling during the 

night tliat pracl'ically ail battalion vehicles had been inimobillzed, 
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That afternoon the 2d Battalion of the 311th Regiment had also 
passed through the lines of the 309th. The battaUon moved southwest, 
with one company of Doughs riding tanks of the 774th Tank Battalion. 
Information was received that the 3d Battalion was in Billig, proceed- 
ing with mopping-up operations. The men of Company G mounted on 
tanks, moved down the road toward Billig, where they assisted the 
3d Battalion in clearing the northern portion of town and then pro- 
ceeded on to Stotzheim. 

Suddenly the company came under heavy fire originating from the 
town of Rheder which was in the sector of another 3d Battalion unit. 
The tanks fired back and reduced the enemy positions. It was later dis- 
covered that Company I, whose mission it had been to take the town, 
had entered another town by mistake. Company G continued to attack 
Stotzheim, to find that both bridges across the Erft River had been par- 
tially blown. The south bridge, however, was foimd strong enough to 
cany foot troops and the company entered the town at dusk. The tanks, 
unable to cross the stream, deployed along the banks and supported the 
infantry with fire. Later, however, they did manage to ford the Erft 
and enter the town, thus affording the infantry closer support. The 2d 
Battahon CP was established in Billig that night. 

At 0700 that same morning the 3a Battalion had moved to Enzen. 
Three homs later it launched an attack to the southeast. Company L 
moved out with a platoon of light tanks and proceeded through Neynan, 
meeting no resistance. Company I advancing west of Company L pro- 
ceeded to Antweiler and from there pushed on to Kreuzweingarten. 
At dusk Companies I and L were ordered to attack Rheder. Company 
L moving in from the west encountered difficulty gaining entrance to 
the town but once the Doughs were inside, opposition crumbled and 
the town was secured. Company K then moved into Rheder. 

On March 5 the 1st and 3d Battalions of the 309th Regiment com- 
pleted operations west of the Erft River. Dming the day the 309th 
Combat Team had made gains of some eleven miles. The 1st Battahon 
had attacked toward Wisskirchen at 1100. An hour later the town was 
taken. Companies A and B moved through the town and took up 
positions eight hundred yards farther eastward, along a railroad track. 
Company C moved into the town and took over control of the civilian 
population. Thereafter the troops were rotated to a billeting area in 
Weiskirchen where they rested and cleaned up as much as possible. 

The 3d Battalion had moved out early to secure Eunheim and Elsig 
which the 310th s 3d Battalion had passed through the previous day. 
A combat patrol dispatched to Elsig found white flags flying from the 
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A first Sergfcant directs a tank in mopping up and clearing battle-sciirred 
Euski'rchen, railroad hub of the Cologiie Plain 


houses. Thft patrol report^ i!io^resistar*ee and the battalion moved 
forward. Another patirrl pfet<;d^d Cd^ b into :E^ which 

was only fetddy* defended. The battalion moved ifito. Kunheirn at noon 
and .spent the rest of die dAV Atid nigb there. . - , 

The 2d Battalion the -3(j^h the day awaitingiorders^^^ 

The Sloth Regiment meanwhile eOritinaed to work With the 9d\ 
Armored Division. The 1st Battalion was motorized on the 5th and 
folloxving directly behind the anijored uthts of Condrat C^m 
mopped up the towns of Aliei, Morebaven, Fleritlhlin. 

Shortly after nndnigbt the battahon as.se.mbled in Liiftelberg; 

The 2d Battalion likwrise eimtinued to drive on. During the day e!e^ 
rnents of the battaliori eapttned W Gucheoheim arid Oden- 

dorf.. Oppositioii Avas light and the tr«x>ps were able to mewn ^th 
considerable speed. 

The 3d Buttalidn wns also, d forward. At lltKt Conipanv I had 


also, driving forwarrl. At lltKt Conipany I had 
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jumped oflF from Euskirchen with four light tanks, a platoon of mediiun 
tanks, and two tank destroyers. The company was to seize the town of 
Roitzheim, and secure the bridge over the Erft River in the northwest- 
ern section of the town. The company approached xmder moderate fire 
from enemy automatic weapons and an antitank gun. They reached the 
bridge only to discover that it had been destroyed. The company was 
now receiving heavy artillery concentrations. But they had to get across 
somehow. 

The men of the 1st and 3d Platoons moved into the stream. They 
were fired on from all sides. The cold water rose to their necks. Form- 
ing a line of skirmishers, they crossed in rushes and reached the oppo- 
site bank. The remainder of the company on the west bank vainly 
sought a place for the tanks to cross the stream. Company Ts ammuni- 
tion supply was running dangerously low. One of the tanks went back 
for ammunition and succeeded in bringing it up. Meanwhile, a loca- 
tion was foimd over which the tanks could cross. The remainder of 
the company and the tanks then moved into the town and succeeded 
in clearing it. Almost two hundred prisoners were taken in Roitzheim 
along with three SS officers who had directed the stubborn defense of 
the town. 

Companies L and K meanwhile were still back in Euskirchen. Clear- 
ing a city the size of Euskirchen proved to be a considerable task. 
The buildings weje infested with snipers. One company commander, 
using a jeep as his CP, rode up and down the streets directing the opera- 
tion. By nightfall Company L had cleared its half of the city. Com- 
pany K had already reported the other half of the city cleared and 
secured. 

That night Company I was ordered to take up security positions 
south of Roitzheim to guard against rumored counterattacks. Company 
K was also ordered to move up. The 3d Battalion spent the night 
manning these positions. 

During the day the 78th Reconnaissance Troop had captured Fleis- 
dorf and Eichs, which had not been heavily defended. 

On March 6, American forces between the Roer and the Rhine con- 
tinued the relentless pursuit. The enemy was momentarily oflF balance 
and the First and Ninth Armies continued to press their advantage, 
racing across the Cologne Plain. 

On March 6 Letter of Instruction No. 26 was issued by Division 
headquarters. The 311th Regiment was ordered to continue the attack 
east within the Division zone, paying particular attention to its right 
flank. The 309th Regiment was instructed to prepare to move on Divi- 
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sioti Qr<3er through elernents of tho 3hUh Reggnerit and take up the 
attack. The 774ti) l^ftk Battalion ah4 the 78th Reconnaissance Troop 
u^ere attached to live 311th . 

The Sd Battalion of the Slltli began its attack at tliree in the morn- 
ing of March 6, slipping tlirough Company F s liiies north of Stolzheim. 
Flainmersheim was taken shortly after daybreak. At noon* Company 
G, whidi Itad heen left behind to contplete the cleariiig of Stotzheim, 
rejoined the battalion and tire attack \vas resumed, Tliat afternoon ele- 
ments of the battalion pushed through Btxrg-Ringshenn and Merzbach, 
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turned south and cleared out the towns of Scherbach and Schlebach. 

The 3d Battalion moved out from Rheder at seven that morning. 
Company K moved southeast and Company L, with tanks and tank 
destroyers attached, moved northeast. By 1030 Company L had moved 
through Niederkastenholtz and Schweinheim. Company I meanwhile 
had taken Kircheim. Resistance in all of these towns was negligible. 
Company L proceeded forward toward Loch while Company K moved 
south to Queckenberg. While proceeding forward Company L was de- 
layed by enemy artillery and mortar fire. Company L meanwhile had 
moved out to take Eichen. By dark these companies had all taken their 
objectives and the troops settled down for the night. Dmring the day 
the Regimental CP had moved twice; first to Billig, then to Flam- 
mersheim. 

On the morning of March 6 the 1st Battafion of the 311th Regiment 
assembled in Antweiler. By noon the battalion had repaired its vehicles, 
using parts salvaged from the German vehicles which littered the roads. 
The battalion then proceeded to Stotzheim, where a radio message 
was received ordering it to Flammersheim. Arriving there in late after- 
noon, the troops were dismounted to spend the night. During this 
advance the battalion was providing right flank security for the Regi- 
ment. 

The 309th Regiment marked time that day until late afternoon when 
all three battalions were motorized. The 1st Battalion was ordered to 
move to Flammersheim. So many troops and so much equipment had 
to move over such an extremely limited road net that the battalion spent 
the entire night on the road, arriving at Flammersheim in the early 
morning of March 7. The 2d Battalion drove to Billig where it de- 
trucked and proceeded by foot to Stotzheim. The 3d Battalion arrived 
in Flammersheim that evening. 

The 310th Regiment meanwhile continued to work with the 9th 
Armored Division. At midnight of the 5th the 1st Battalion of the 310th 
had assembled in Liiftelberg. Four hours later the battalion was noti- 
fied that it was to be the motorized reserve of Combat Command B. 
But at noon the following day they received new orders. The battalion 
was now ordered to Berkum with instructions to clear the area to the 
Rhine River. At Adendorf the battalion was again halted and was 
joined by Company C of the 14th Tank Battalion. Three task forces 
were formed, each to consist of one rifle company, supporting heavy 
weapons, and one platoon of tanks. The letter designation of the rifle 
company was to be the letter designation of the task force. The bat- 
tahon remained in Adendorf until the next day. 

The 2d Battalion of the 310th Regiment moved out for Odendorf 
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at 0100. By 0730 the town was reported secured. Shortly after mid- 
night Company G had moved into Oberdrees where it took a sleeping 
enemy by surprise. They had then rejoined the battalion which now 
moved out for Rheinbach. By midafternoon they were in the town. 
Late that afternoon an enemy formation of approximately fifty men was 
noted forming for a counterattack. A mortar barrage of over three hun- 
dred rounds was laid in on the attacking group, killing all but eight or 
ten of them. The 2d Battalion then proceeded to set up defenses around 
Rheinbach. They were now only ten miles from the Rhine. 

The 3d Battalion had moved to Cuchenheim during the morning 
and remained there until 1800. They were then motorized and moved 
to Rheinbach where they joined the 2d Battalion. 

The 78th Reconnaissance Troop meanwhile had secured the town of 
Segurrin. Resistance in the town itself was light, but a great number 
of minefields impeded the general advance. Also the troop had discov- 
ered and captured a monster German ammunition dump spread over 
many acres in the forest southeast of Rheinbach. This arsenal had been 
the main base of ammunition supply for the German Fifteenth Army, 
later for the Sixth SS Panzer Aimy, and finally for the Fifth Panzer 
Army. The Germans had intended to demolish the dump, preparations 
to blow having been completed, but the order had been suspended at 
the last moment as a truck convoy was sent up to salvage as much as 
possible. The trucks ran out of gas, however, and failed to reach the 
dump before the Reconnaissance Troop captured it. The Wehrmacht 
thereby lost two thousand tons of badly needed ammunition. 

That day the Division CP moved to Diirschaven and the Division 
rear echelon to Wollersheim. 

Shortly after midnight, during the early morning hours of March 7, 
further orders from Corps to exploit the disorderly route of the Ger- 
mans were received at Division headquarters. Consequently, the 309th 
Regiment was ordered to pass through the 311th Regiment, and seize 
and secure bridges across the Ahr. It was anticipated that the 309th 
might link up here with elements of the Third Army which were driving 
up from the south. The 311th Regiment, meanwhile, was to protect the 
Division’s right flank and rear and to maintain contact with the 102d 
Cavalry Group on the south flank. In addition, the 311th was to be 
prepared to pass through the 309th and continue the attack. The 774th 
Tank Battalion and the 78th Reconnaissance Troop were attached to 
the 309th for the operation to the Ahr. 

The 311th Regiment sent out patrols constantly throughout the day. 
The battalions were assembled in the areas of Kurtenburg and Loch 
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where they reorganfeeti. Shortly Irefore noon the I^eginiehtal GP 
mttv^ to Waltiau and at X700 inoved agam— this to Naikircben. 

The 309tli Regiment attacked early on the niomiug oE the 7th witlv 
tlie. 2d Battalion on the right, the 3d Battah on the lefG^T^ 
Battalion was held in regimental reserve in Sehweinheint, By nooh 
dre 3d Battalion had overrun four towns and was making such rapid 
progress that it was decided to commit tire 1st Battalion. Cpwsequently 
at 1443 the 1st Battalion, vvitli its attached platoons of tanks and tank 
destroyers, and the regiraental cannon company, entriickedTor Ringen 
to jiunp off for the attack on Alirweilef. Tlie attack was launched at 
1745. As soon as the infantry assault waves had cleared the ridge leading 
into the town, the tanks and tank destrovers moved up and fired directly 
at targets within die ahcient walled cfity. Except for the brief, spirited 
resisfance Coropmiy'B rnet at Nazi headtpiarters, resistance in the town 
was negligible. While Gornpany C rernaioed behind to policed up,, Com-, 
panics A and B pushed through the toum and estahlished bridgeheads 
over die Ahr River at the soulhern edge of town. The battalion was 
ordered to remain in Almveiler for the re.st of the night. ' 

Staying in Ahrweiler was like liviiig iii sonie legcjidary.^^ m 
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town, for within the limits an ancient walled city still remained stand- 
ing* The old town was built in the shape of a cross. The walls were 
from four to six feet thick, built of rock, with towers and ramparts rising 
to heights of thirty feet. Nearly one thousand of the town’s inhabitants 
were found living underground in an abandoned railroad tunnel which 
had been carved into the side of a hill. A narrow street ran down the 
middle of this tunnel, lined on both sides by shacks improvised from 
old ammunition cases, logs and boards. 

The 2d Battalion began its attack from Schweinheim. Neukirchen 
fell to Company F. To the right, Company E pushed through three 
small towns and moved southeast while Company F turned north. Both 
companies were to converge northwest of Hilberath, the battalion ob- 
jective. As the battalion moved into the town, the Doughs were met 
with enemy machine-gun and self-propelled-artillery fire. Tanks and 
tank destroyers were brought forward and artillery was fired into the 
town. The enemy thus stunned, was quickly overcome. The battalion 
moved into Hilberath where it reorganized before turning southeast 
toward Kalenborn. 

Approaching Kalenborn, the battalion again came up against self- 
propelled guns and machine-gun fire. The men were unable to ad- 
vance. The battalion commander had his tanks move forward and fire 
on the German positions. The troops then advanced under cover of this 
fire. The tanks followed the battalion as the Doughs moved down the 
road and entered Kalenborn which offered very little resistance. The 
battalion then continued on to its next objective: Dennau. 

The 310th Regiment continued its operations with the 9th Armored 
Division. At 1315 on the 7th, Task Force A of the 1st Battalion jumped 
oflF from Adendorf and sped toward the enemy towns of Holzem and 
Villip. Every weapon was fired in this advance . . . “rolling fire” the 
technique was called. Task Forces B and C moved out simultaneously 
toward Berkmn. The civilian phone systems throughout the area were 
still in operation and word of the American advance flashed from one 
town to the next. Enemy resistance seemed to collapse completely. 
Task Force B took Gimmersdorf and Liessem. Task Force C rolled over 
Ober Bachem and Nieder Bachem. In the early evening, as the task 
forces were speeding along, radio messages were received ordering them 
to stop operations immediately and assemble in Berkum. There the 
companies received word to prepare for a motor movement. 

The 2d Battalion in Rheinbach was motorized at 0930 and moved 
out for Bad Neuenahr where the men detrucked, and moving out on 
foot, crossed the Ahr River to seize the town of Heimersheim, where 
a security network was set up and the Doughs settled down for a quiet 
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evening. Late that evening, however, they were suddenly alerted and 
moved out again in the early morning darkness. 

At 0700 the 3d Battalion had also left Rheinbach by motor. The 
Doughs detrucked near Lantershofen. Company L learned of a bridge 
across the Ahr at Bad Neuenahr that was still intact, moved out and 
seized the bridge. One platoon crossed the bridge, dug in, and con- 
sohdated its positions there. A patrol of two men entered a nearby hos- 
pital and found eight American airmen in the basement. During the 
night a second bridge was captured by Company I. The battalion spent 
the night occupying positions south of the Ahr River. The battahon 
had been instructed to designate a patrol to contact elements of the 
Third Army which was making steady gains coming up from the south. 
Because of later developments, however, the patrol was unable to carry 
out its mission. 

The 78th Division CP moved on the 7th from Diireschaven to Flam- 
mersheim, where it opened at noon. In nine days the 78th had plunged 
through some thirty-six miles of enemy territory and was moving across 
the last great barrier to final victory— the Rhine River. 

In the late afternoon of March 7, after a day of hard fighting, troops 
of the 9th Armored Division reached the banks of the Rhine at Remagen. 
There, before them, still spanning the Rhine River, was a bridge. The 
commander of these troops ordered his men across the span. Word 
was rushed to higher headquarters. 
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CHAPTER 6 


REMAGEN BRIDGEHEAD 

The III Corps commander, Maj. Gen. John Millikin, was conferring 
with General Parker in the Division CP at Flammersheim on the after- 
noon of March 7 when he received word that the LudendorfiF Bridge had 
been captured intact. He immediately directed that the 78th be pre- 
pared to send a regiment across the bridge. Hence, the 311th was 
alerted for movement to Remagen. At 2100 the 1st Battalion assembled 
in Berloim where hot chow was served. At 2300 the command group 
pulled out for the bridge. Early the following morning the Division 
was instructed to discontinue the attack but to hold the Ahr River 
bridgeheads imtil elements of the 2d Infantry Division could be pushed 
up to take over and relieve the 78th. As soon as it was relieved, the 
remainder of the 78th was to be prepared to move to the bridge. 

The main crossing of the Rhine had been planned farther to the north 
where a vast fleet of naval craft and stores of equipment and bridging 
material had been assembled. However, a bridgehead at Remagen 
would substantially assist this plan and at the same time would give 
the Allies an invaluable alternative. 

The initial problem of moving men and armor across the river to 
estabhsh the bridgehead was made more diflBcult because capture of 
the span had not been anticipated. All of the divisions in the area were 
engaged and no complete division was immediately available to ex- 
ploit the situation. Zone boundaries were changed; fighting units were 
withdrawn and temporarily attached to the 9th Amored Division s 
Combat Command B for the perilous crossing. The 1st Battalion of the 
310th Infantry had already been attached to this command group. On 
the morning of March 9 the 9th Infantry Division CP opened at Erpel 
on the east bank of the Rhine. All units in the bridgehead were then at- 
tached to the 9th Infantry Division until their organic headquarters 
could cross the river. 

Terrain on the east bank of the Rhine near the Ludendorff Bridge 
was in direct contrast to that over which the Lightning men had been 
fighting during their speedy thrust from the Roer River. Formidable- 
looking hills, deep valleys and cliffs rose almost directly from the river 
bank. Many of these heights were ideal for enemy artillery observers 
directing fire on the bridge and to the north thereof. The east bank of 
the Rhine was bristling with artillery positions. 

Directly in front of the bridge on the east bank was a high bluff 
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Remagen Bridgehead 

which prevented direct artillery fire on the bridge. When captured, 
this bank served as a protecting shield at the eastern end of the bridge 
for the men as they made the perilous crossing. To the nortli and south 
liigh peaks. Thirteen miles north of the bridge was the Sieg River, 


were Ingh peaks, i hirle< 
a tributar)’ of the Rhine, which was to become the 78th Divisions ob- 
jective. Approximately seven miles to the east was the famed Auto- 
bahn, the four-lane superhighway linking the highly industrialized 
Ruhr region with southern Germany. Allied control of this artery would 
help to secure the bridgehead and would seriously interfere with Ger- 
man efforts to shift troops at a time when the German High Command 
was hard pressed for manpower and time. 

At first, bewildered by the sudden appearance of American troops 
on the Rhine’s east bank, the Germans bent eveiy^ effort to wipe out the 
small bridgehead. 

This was the situation at 0430 March 8 as Company B of die 310th s 
1st Battalion made its way across the 1200-foot span— this being the 
first of the Division’s units to reach the east bank of the Rhine. 

Before they crossed the bridge the order had been given, “M^hen you 
get across turn right and attack!” This they did without pause. Their 
objectives: the small towns of Kasbach and Ockenfeb. 

The 2d Platoon of Company B raced up a steep bluff overlooking tlie 



78tfi Division tHOM on ti^if ivAv to 


spari in tile fae^ of sjfrsH-anns and utitoraatjb-weapons fire„ The re- 
xnamder of the i^hip&i‘.y nclvahcfetf’ShP‘it yarcls beyond diehrifigei- 
head. ■ ' \ ' ■; '• ''’■■•'■-.•• • 

Suddenl^edinT slnipe of niini Iponned up. Were they friendly troops 
or GemiaiLy? Someone shoutedi TfaltP ^ couple of shots rang out. 
The shadowy forms came forward v\nth hapds ratsccl— Gennaus loaded 
doryir witli explosives! Even as Gompaide^;^ P ci ossed; the bridge, 
a Wbpld'^be demolition squad, less dtahofi'd^rtsy Wai turned over 
for interrogation. 

Gbffipany A was the last across the span As it tufiidd^^ndi 
gun Indlets Whizzed tlie air. The nien fell to the gi'ound and 

the rear platoons worked their way foivvard, Sritce Compa^^ny C had 
cros.sed a tow- minutes beforox some Gemiahs had apparejdly sneaked 
back.in thfc' datkues.s ti/prepunxl positions between the river and tlie 
road leadiiig off the bridge, . THd- after a sharp excliange of fire the Ger- 
mattS stiiyendejed; and Go>dpimy A soon hud a hnudred prisoners to 
contend svHh. 

[As die ol Cumpany C we# atkrnt hyey4.th.OclvVnfels a jctqj wa.^: 
.seeft tUrvTDad;; Sha^^ ehopgh if bori; markings of the 

I^OOth tnfa’ntry Division .which w as? mp|a)sed. to be in a far different 
arear-atKhoO,'|Bie opnoshe skle'of tbelfhin^. Warning shots W'etejired 
»ik| ih4^!#pd»aUe,a/ .,C>iU ed it rnafdr, twd 

captains and a first heutenaitl. 




1— Covered by oaftifAi fog, Taift> and die half Ijgbt of dawn, infantrymen moye 
up an imprnvistal road to :the^ 2— Roads were crowded 

With vehicles of ali destvlptions^. the Lttdendor® Bridge. 

Meanwhile, a twelv^iaan |^^ A had been sent 

ahead with hvd tanks to deteitnine what resi^^^ the conipanies 
would meet In the darkness, however,' the men by-passed Ocjcentels 
and got into Linz, a few hmidrcd yards fVdier sdut^ 

A prisoner capbired thef e tdld them of tlnee Americans in one of the 
hospitals. They harried to the rescne.. There were white flags all about. 
It appeared that the town had surrendered. However, a jeep with a 
ehapHihs flag aoxTBeti Cross nuarkiiigs that was seuMnto the n>wn that 
morning did not rebirh. 

Twenty men from Company C were sent to reinforce tire Gompany 
A men. According to cisdlians SS and panzer irriits were in the tovms 
just nortli and south of Linz. There \yere other nintors that Linz had 
been declaretl an “open cityv ' Large numbers of civilians were wander- 
ing aroiuid the streets to sec what was going on. 




wjdeJy scattered |jpsUlons the mevitable German eonnterr 

attack. ' ^ 

At this timejoTi the east side of the Rhinev fighting to expand the 
cmdai*hridgehead,^^^^^ armored infantty l)altaIions of the. 9tli 

Arniored Divisiott, one .battalion; of the 4701 Begiment of the 9th In* 
hmtty Division, a troop of die 89th Cavaby RecsirmMssan^^^ 


one company of 0i€v 656^^^^ 7anlc Destroyer Battalion, the 1st Battalion 
of the 78lh Diyjs^ion s Slhtii^^R ands going into adidn^^h^ 

the span, the 3UtH Bcginient the first complete Sn.fiatitrt’ regiment 


across Jhe Bhine--all in all, rto more than a feNV thpusari^B inen and a 
handful: of armor. .The; rest of the. Allied annies were . west of the river.. 

For hours at a firne the folloNying rlay additioiial iinits were unable to 
cross tlie span. The handful of men d fought alone 

on the enemy side of the river. The predi of the l.st Battalion 

•310th Inf antry,^ was deseribed aptly by its inteltigence officer whetn he 
said, -AVe felt as if we were a wart oir a pickle.* 

The 1st Battalion v/as finally ‘ relieved” by units of the 9th Infantry 
Divisimka!!^^^^^ up positions in the hills east and southeast of Linz. 

But Jidrelhey euconritered a new danger. Tlie men were right in the 
line of fire AA batteries: set up on the West bank of the 

Rhine to protect the liridge against Luftwaffe xaiders As tlie weather 



Neaf-iniss during alnriost i^icmsta^^^^ attack on 


cleared these tfjetl again and aggin to fly tbrringli the 

screen of lead t{j bomb the ;^j3>an. 

On March do thtj l>aUalibrV attacked Datteriberg,.tlie tO'^n directlv' 
south of Lirtz, Gompsiiiihs A and B were to attack from the noirth wh 
Com|3aby l-l swp^ by tanks, was to attack from the west by ad- 
vancing ufohg a a^atl skuting the riven Disabled by a riiine, the lead 
tank hbki itp the rtnnamdcr of the annor, Ncwerdieless Coitipaiiy C‘s 

Directly aheid ancl ofi top of a fiill was a strobefy d 
Fonnerly a, Nazi bea«h:|Uatte 5 rs and artndrv^. The only route to the vovim 
was through a draw right hi the line of fire from the castle. . While a 
platooii of Gtnrifiauy A from the northeast the men of Gom- 

pany CV ist castle. Machine-gun and rifie fire 

poiired down upoji them. The. men crawlyd tip tlic hill and overcame 
the deferiders. Tliey brcfe into thci castle-aml began to search through 
its two hiuidred roorns. One hundred and .s0VeAte^>rr $S 
troopers were, ferreted opt arid .mmiatur^J-ai'Sciaal discover 

Conipany A vvas held up moiuenbarilv by what was estim to be 
a coiTtpahy obfenimH'* One of thcyDoijghs stepped out to thevcebtdr of 
a road \yfdr his autcrmatic rifle. Ihvbcgan firirrg Iris weapoii 
of the platoon mimeuverecl to cmrifniie, tfie advance. Thy Germans 
coneentriited their Ere on the lone individiial, lie nianagcd to^^ 
of dtym, however, before falling tiVthe grorind. mm;tally ^ One 

sqiiad of Coinpariy A \viflr three taiiky syCnt op a hill east of the tovr’Tt 
vibbye drey knocked out eight 20ixwn, :ghhs> kilM^ and captured 
14 Ciennans. A Jern' hazeroka matbwaN liofiling up Company A’s sup- 
port iiig;tanks, A Doughly^y crawlcrf iujijb?:err'ed to w a feiv iyards 


of the ferty soldier. I|e lol^^ grenade in the bazoraka nran’s direc- 
tiotk lire tahks'‘we.re died ably to proceed . 

i^,b 2 auwhile, ibe, uieir B vveke held up at fire northwest 

bofskirb" ob ;D.ittCr*lk‘yg 1w bf h^ayhioV' giro, mortar;, 

airtrllerv and direct 2i)rmTf; iViUrair^^ Ere. Parts of Crimpairies A 




and 0 bad xnariagec) to stoi tn iiyto the towri.^ Aid w'as sent bach to Gom- 
pany B; The oppbsitio which inchided a foil 20rmn> aritiaiircraft gem 
batte^ryv was ov and most of the sur\iyf;ors wet^ 


'Tjoopsy#re hreanii l)ntlge to gta i 


batte^ry, was overcome and most of ttie survivors were captured. 

The assorted mixture of pamtrooper.s, Stpfot Tt-oopers and antiair- 
craft gun ctew\s which had esGaped started fleeing to die soutlieast, The 
1st Battalion .mortarmen and piachinO'^^g^^ hastily set up tlieir 
weapons as this group 


weapons as this group w^as sighteci micl^ tew ot the tjermans got 

tlnough foe withering fire that followed. 

That evening the liattalion was reinforced by the 2tflh Armored 
InfantTy^Battalion and it dug in south and. east of Datterfberg. 

While this action w as taking place the remainder of the 
infantry had eiossed the Rlune and was lockccl north 


Tad)' moniing of the Stb the men qf the 311 tb Regiment bad 

cliUtbed Oh ;tbeir trucks and begiOi foe slow trT to the bridgehead. 
Twisting, jnuddv roads were erovvdetl nafo. moving vebicle.s . of all 
desmrptwms^ all going in one {lirection— toward the Ludeudorff Bridge-. 
Thefo were long waiis as priority movements of converging traffic 
brouglit tlwr a bait The. closer tliey got the mdre, den.se 

foaffic becahfo as trncks^ jeeps, anibulaiicc.sy m and artil- 
lery pieces pasvediiUo foe rnainarter^^^ . 
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LIGHTNING 


The all-too-familiar sounds of Jerry artillery were heard on all sides. 
At one point shells bracketed the road but miraculously none of the 
311th vehicles were hit. The convoy slowed down. Pauses became 
more frequent. Between artillery concentrations units were being sent 
across the span, trying to reach the other side before enemy artillery 
opened up again. 

At last the MP at the bridge approach gave the signal. The drivers 
of the 1st Battalion trucks stepped on their accelerators and turned 
toward the span. A shell screamed through the bridge superstructure. 
Stukas droned and whined overhead. Through a screen of antiaircraft 
fire they dived toward the bridge. A bomb exploded to the left but no 
one was hit. The trucks seemed to be just crawling forward, for they 
had to move slowly as there were wide gaps in the planking that had 
been laid over the girders of the railroad bridge. Wrecked vehicles at 
the eastern end of the span further slowed their progress. Finally the 
east shore was reached and they were protected by the high hills. 

The vehicles turned into Erpel, the little town just north of the bridge 
and there the men jiunped out and were hastily assembled to prepare 
for action. Erpel was alive with vehicles, armor and troops. The front 
lines were only a few hundred yards north. 

While the 2d and 3d Battalions followed on foot, protecting antiair- 
craft batteries zeroed in on more attacking Stukas and bombers. Four 
were hit. One of the pilots managed to bail out of his ship and dropped 
into the Rhine where he was seen unsuccessfully trying to remove his 
complicated harness. 

The men assembled under protection of the river wall at Erpel. By 
this time it was midaftemoon. The 1st Battalion of the 311th now re- 
ceived orders to move— its objective, Honnef, a town three miles to 
the north. 

Two platoons of 9th Armored Division tanks were attached to the 
battalion. The weapons company men were assigned. The battalion 
moved out on the road which led to Honnef along the river bank. 

Just past the Erpel outskirts, however, the sharp crack of antiaircraft 
guns were heard. The men hit the ground as artillery rounds burst in 
their midst. The Jerries had lowered their 20mm. antiaircraft guns, 
originally intended to defend the bridge against aerial attack and were 
firing at the advancing Doughs. At one spot the men were fired on by 
ten guns simultaneously. The men fought in small units to knock out 
the guns. Tanks swung wide to outflank the gun positions while the 
infantrymen worked their way along the river bank to get cover. They 
fought their way through the small village of Heister. There were no 
white flags here and every house had to be searched. 
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Late (Jefendc^s of Bemagen are mardied to a PW inelosure in the shadow 


Shortly before sunset the biVttaJioij hud udvapcwl about a mile and 
a half and reaehed the totvn of 0nkel, the fifst laijge village north of 
Erpelv Con^any B swung around to approach the town from the south- 
fiast Jerry tfak guns opened up again, 'flie men of Company C worked 
dieh way 'into the towm bank. By nightfall llie town 

had been cleaned put a prisoners taken. The 3d Battalion fol- 
lowed the Isf % were filing fast now. The men 

were being shelled by ^d selTpropelled guns in the hills 

east of the town; B^u^ Hmuieb tbe 1st BaftaUon s ohjecfive, sbU 
nearly rtvo 

Meanwhile, more troops w^ere .stf earning across the bridgo to get mto 
die fight for the bridgehead. The 3 llfh received ordens to continue 
the attack that night. 

The 3rd Batt'BioiV was to 1 off at niidnight. Its goal; Rheinbreit- 

bacb» a tpwn about two die w^ay to ilOnuef, The 1st Battalion 

was to attack Honoef at dayliglit, after pioving along the bank of the 
river dtJtlng dve ^ Uiortiing hours. , The 3 1 1 th’s Ski Battalion had the* 

job of takihg the commaridihg ground DverlfKifeing lioth Rhdnbreitbach 
and Honnef, , ; 

Tile hight of March B-9 syas so black, as the 3d Battaliori begiiii its 
attack, that ojily a pkitpon conipany nio\ed out. The re- 

mamder of the eoinp;mie.s waited for word ftoin. the leading platoonsi 
\Vlieri the re.st of the men in single file niOved out it was almost thowi.. 
just ak the sky began to turn grey the murderous' SOwirn., anHaiteraft: 
guns opened up again. Tfie mmi threw tliemselves into a ditch whiefv 
.skirted the road. Contact wa.s made with the lead platoOiis in houses 
wbere they had taken cover from the antiaircraft-gun fire. 
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Riflemen crept forward to overcome the gun positions which were 
not dug in. Tanks moved up to help knock the guns out. From that 
point on the going was easier and the men moved into Rheinbreitbach 
where they took turns resting and outposting for the rest of the day. 

The 1st Battalion, meanwhile, was approaching Honnef, hugging the 
river bank so closely “that one foot kept slipping into the river.” They 
were almost at the approaches to Honnef and had not been detected. 
The lead scouts halted. They heard the sounds of machine gunners 
preparing to fire. 

“You are surrounded,” shouted a German-speaking 1st Battalion 
Doughboy. “Artillery across the river is aimed right at your positions. 
Surrender!” Not a shot was fired. Thirty-six Germans gave up. By the 
time the prisoners had been rounded up it was almost daylight. About 
this time Germans within the town opened up with everything they 
had. Tanks were called for to blast out the antiaircraft gun positions. 
Enemy resistance was fierce. Just south of Honnef was a wooded area 
through which the men had to pass. Tree-bursts blasted as the men 
crawled through. 

At this point the regimental commander warned the 1st Battalion 
commander that an intelligence report revealed German reinforcements 
were being rushed to Honnef from the north by trucks that were speed- 
ing through the night without any attempt at blackout. Heavy German 
armor was also moving into the city. Here the earliest concerted effort 
to retard the 78th advance east of die Rhine was to be encountered. 

As additional troops were not available, the men of the Sllth’s 1st 
Battalion without reinforcement were to assault Honnef, where ele- 
ments of the 11th Panzer Division were setting up defenses. By late 
afternoon of March 9 they had reached the factory area which was 
heavily defended by small arms. Company B tried to outflank the posi- 
tion but once in the open the men were again in the line of fire of sup- 
porting antiaircraft guns. At 1500 the leading battalion elements were 
withdrawn and for fifteen minutes a heavy concentration of artillery 
from Division and Corps guns on the Rhine’s west bank was poured 
into the town. As soon as the barrage lifted the battalion assaulted. 

It wasn’t until after dark that the 1st Battalion was able to overcome 
the panzer division’s traditionally grim and determined resistance and 
occupy the southwest part of town. 

At about dusk as the men were searching a group of twenty prisoners, 
a number of German paratroopers dashed out of a nearby alley firing 
burp guns. The 1st Battalion soldiers jumped into doorways. Firing 
wildly, the paratroopers killed almost all the German prisoners before 
they were subdued. 


Digitized by 


Gougle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




Digitized b] 


■ Go gle 


Original from 

U N [V E 5 \Vf 0 F r-‘ I C H f G A N 






A long celwrou of WelirmacM troops marches to P\V camps near 

■ ■ ReriHigen ■ ' ■■■ 


D^^kness and terrain eJiief obstacles as it 

moved out of the assenibiy of March 9. The 

men literally had to hold on td each pjhe^^ in order to maintain contact. 
V\'hen the 2d battalion reacliiK^^ discovered that the Td Bat^ 

talioh WAS still battifng on the they were, sdiedided to 

move up; GonsCquently toward the steep bflls oy.eT- 

IcKjking thd" Bbibe. The 

became a Glitf . Some of a stain^'ay built into the slope- 

Gdiers claitd?ered: dp tli^^ ahnost -at a 'fO-degree arigle. 

The mortars and /nacliine guiis Were passeil up frpny prie rnai^^^ tlie 
dtluy»'.; 

Finally the lOiig Cdlto^^ reached die top and turtiet] iiortHeast toward 
fts objective, the high grtmnd^^^te^ RhejtdireitbaCh and Hdnnef, 
The siin was rising trosv add the nitm vver^^ in posib»toS where 


asily be obser\ed by the defeiiding GexniiUis. Thh tdadeiit of sur 
)rise hung in the balance, 

On the far side ot 


open held Oerinan infanhT cookl be 





Wmm 


The eiist-hank tajlroad, fupwe^i .vt^^ve^ ,sh^tef dui1 


giiig in r/eat a dirstii!' ' p fjiiildjpgH urici setting up theif avitoinatie 
weapons. Eprfiipatejv^ they dicb^i^^^ rnt^n. The battalioii 

cottimaiKler raclioed back for an arliUeiS>‘ (•onceiitration. T}ieP the men 
of Company F attaeked, ;Enng as across a ITo-yard open 

field.. Company E sppn joined in the assaulfo 
were kified; fifty wercf^ 

}As fbenien regrprtpt9lahd prepar^^ notteed 

otlnT. frieiidly Uoups ;d half a n'nte fo foe h#thea.st. 

Ifoey.y^eTC later ideiitifisri as Cpinpat>y A< 60th Infantry Ifogiment, of 
t)>e. filb. tiie.i;!ifnp fotie. diey sa\\' Cfonnati inf^^ 

also t jtggiiig cju artier pi- a rnffiy-aitt^^ them and the 9th 

Infantry OivisiPn unit; y , - " ? 

,-r,v7foft.dl.>siifyei’shlttiliet!regiiiteiit^^^ not 

fie inSde 6{#th Infantry, fo 'Li^trdnge a cpordinattd attach 

Cpfoiranv inen then iyorked their left flank a$ 

foe fear <d fofe C%htaxCj^ flaiik- 

j^dhp attael^ Initialfo fire Gp?mah 

fody iiyh^ and yaw , the CpfopanyiF men to iflKfo rear 

ga\ e u]3,. (pid tin- Conipaiiiy'- .F,^^^ eaptureci T2S prisoners. 
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The 2d Battalion then received new orders. Instead of its original 
mission, the high ground between Rheinbreitbach and Honnef, it was 
ordered to seize the hills overlooking Rheinbreitbach. As it started for 
the hills from the southeast a number of Germans were encoimtered in 
the area they had gone through that morning. It looked as if a counter- 
attack was in the making. But the counterattack was broken up before 
it was organized and forty more prisoners were taken. 

It was getting dark now so instead of continuing the battahon dug 
in for the night. 

By darkness of March 9 the 311th Regiment had secured most of 
Honnef although there were still parts of the town to be cleared. Rhein- 
breitbach had been taken but the high ground overlooking those two 
towns had still to be occupied completely. A large number of prisoners 
had been captured— 381. Units of the 303d Engineers rapidly laid mines 
to defend the area just taken. Before daybreak they were to be removed 
that the attack might continue. 

Meanwhile, by midaftemoon of March 9, the 309th Regiment had 
closed in its assembly area east of Unkel. 

That night as on the previous night there was to be no rest. The 2d 
and 3d Battalions were ordered to meet an enemy coimterattack which 
was expected east of Bruchhausen in the vicinity of Hill 424. Bruch- 
hausen itself consisted of a road junction with a few houses about a 
mile east of Unkel. 

Maneuver was all but impossible. The terrain was mountainous and 
rough. An overcast sky hid the moon and the stars. It was pitch-black. 
Company G spearheaded the advance. It went through a wooded area 
and men came upon a densely wooded draw. The lead scouts tried to 
find a way of crossing. 

SuddeiJy a machine gun let go with a long burst. Germans shouted 
at them in English, “Hands up! Halt!” Machine guns and small arms 
opened up. Grenades were flung from several directions. The Jerries 
were no farther than five yards away. In the darkness the 309th troops 
were unable to see the enemy. 

Company E was directly behind Company G. Lying prone, trying 
to avoid the blistering fire, the men wiggled to positions affording cover 
and concealment. They were joined by Company G men who were 
attempting to continue by maneuver. 

Later that night the men of the 309th’s 3d Battalion moved out from 
Bruchhausen to secure a line from the village to the railroad tracks 
directly east. Almost immediately the troops came under mortar and 
artillery fire. The men tried to avoid the fire, but it was impossible to 


Digitized by 


Gougle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




Young and old, these prisoners are inarclicd to a coUecting point. The first two 
PVVa puU a wounded comrade in a cart 


see more thaii a fewrfeet One platoon of Com|>any K siiffere4 

particularly heavy L also was losing^ m^ 

these Irtfaiitrynien gritted their te and stride it out until 0400 in the 
fflorriing vvheil they #ete> ordered to return to Bruehhauseo< 

While Companies aivd K this fife-potside Bruehhauseh, 

a plan of attack was issued to he put into effect that moming at 0830- 
The 1st and 2d Battalihus wej“'& to adyance northeast from tjieir pfeseht 
positions thriiugh mouiihthi'ohs, wrAid^ tracts of land lyhieh formed 
natural barfiei^ to th^ SOOths hevvly assigned objective^ the Ruhr- 
Frankfiirt^^^ . > 

The 1st and 2d Battalioas were to attack siranltaneonsly on liue. The 
first strongpoint to be overconie was St Marienberg. a fortified area 
consisting of a few houses and a church. Company A advanced on this 
position, Tlie lead scouts spiecl two German taiiks covered by iiffantry. 
The Cejnians attempted to flee tovvard the east after 50 of their niim- 
ben slain, The tw’O tanks were deserted. The company was able 
ftycaphire over !(k) prisora^^rs withoiit suflering a single casual t}'. Com- 
pjUiy’ R overcame scattered stremgpoints in its sector. Both companies 
waited for the 2d Battalion to move up. ^ ^ ^ 

lint Cknnpaiiv F had riui iJito an artillery harrage. It was coming 



from a hill directly to its froii^ conipany's imniediate objective. 

Tanks iijid tank destroyers, supporting tJ)e cm«pan)Vto^ 

ineii managed to get to the woods; thdy.;r« TTiOh tliey 

began advanehtg toward fiilJ 305 in the faeeof machm 

guri fire.- flalfeay *qi artdl^.ry, and rrtachine-gtm ilrc opened 

up frorri tile Oaiiks. Thr0 nieii attempting to tnajlitiuri^^J^^^ between 

the platoons became casuakies. : , ^ 

'Tirst Platoon, First (Icrnvpany. First i%toon, iiol^^ 

your lirel.” shouted a 
Tlie men were wise to this lyick 

The enemy appeared: to be whthdrawfjig. Siiddenly he wheeled about 
and his tanks maneu vered to the Haiiks. Jerries leaped o arid 

sprayed the men with automatic-weapoiis fire. Ooinpany^^ F appeared 
to be surrounded. The mortarmert dropped their mbrtOrS aufi grabbed 
Mis. ' ' ■ ' •; 

Men from Cvornpaxiy A ttied to break, tli rough the left Hank to qonie to 
their aidr Company F fought its way through the riglit flank and made 
contact with the beleaguered men. 

The companies were nmning low on annnutiition. Many 0 ? the men 
had eaten only one unit of C ratioiis in tire last two davs The nieii were 






■ ,'A- ... .w.MssaB 






On the east Wnk of the Ifhlne the infailby advahees while artillet^' itQm, tlife 
xvt'st bftiik ^t|>^rh^,them by fire. Smoke fmm the gniiS- can be seen in the 


backgrooJnkv’-'' '-- -'■■■ ^ \ ^ J ■ v, \ 

ordered to witjidraw to Bruchhausen. Aft^f reorgamV^atiott they Tfetomed 
tinder cover of dcirkness to take up defensive posttiojjs. 

Meanwhile, southeast of tlie bridge the 010th Infanti-y’s 2d Battalion, 
having crossed the span jn they early niorotOg hObfs of .the lOth, ran 
into another strong (lOrihan cminterattack ne^^^^ 

The battalion had crossed the bridge; tinder fire. The 

Germans had by fliis tinte moved pieces into 

positions to bftmlHtrd the bridg Tho men were halfway 

across the bridge wdieh. ttivo crashed into the bridge s. sujjcrstrtic- 
tufe. The Doughs had thoisght going assemltw at 

phleuberg. Here they ho|icd to rest and reorganize after thcif 'long 
march frorn their last posit|ohs on the west side of the Bhioe and tile 
perilous bridge crossiog. Instead the hatOe of tlm’ m place 

The 9th Ihfantrv Dhisioir vinit holding Ohfenberg had been forced 
to give u ay to a strong Cleriiian coiinterattack aim^^ at cutting off all 
the units south of the bridge and recapfuring tlie spait itself, just as the 


leading units of the 2d Battalibn entered die towIVv Gbmjxiny H, the 
heayy wfcspoi^^ setits mor^ up, Ordiiiarjly the job of otie 

Than; now rounds into each mortar to i*iaiiitain blister- 

ing Kiui There wajye men On either side of the nvorbirs, dropping in 
rouijd.s as fast as they could. The barrels grew red-hot. In half an hour 
seven hinidred iouh^^ 
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The counterattack was halted and two German platoons lost most 
of their men. 

After marching all night the SlOth’s 3d Battalion crossed the bridge 
early in the morning of March 10. Once again men ran the vicious 
gantlet of falling artillery shells as they passed over the span. In Linz 
the exhausted men fell asleep as soon as they found resting places. But 
by noon they were on the move again. 

There was a particularly menacing high point of ground south of 
Kretzhaus and about two and a half miles east of Kasbach. Overlook- 
ing the bridgehead site and the surrounding area for miles, it was a 
key German observation post. 

The men approached the hill by a roundabout route, taking advantage 
of cover and concealment. There had been no time for reconnaissance, 
but the men were briefed on maps and fragmentary orders. More of the 
situation was not known. Stukas attacking the bridge swooped down on 
the men as they approached their objective. One bomb landed right in 
the middle of one squad of Gompany L, the lead company. The terrain 
became increasingly difficult. The men now had to advance single file, 
hanging to the sides of steep cliffs. At several places they worked their 
way around spots where a sudden loss of balance would mean a 100-foot 
drop to the rocks below. Finally an area was reached immediately west 
of the peak. The attack was launched that evening. Five surprised Ger- 
man artillery officers were captured as well as a number of enemy en- 
listed men in this all important OP. The hill was taken. The enemy 
would no longer have such deadly observation on the bridgehead. 

Gompanies I and L simultaneously moved to positions to defend the 
precious hill which it was thought the Germans would try to retake. 

As the sun rose that morning, March 10, Division headquarters had 
established its CP on the Rhine’s east side at Erpel to assume control of 
the northern sector of the Corps zone. Enemy artillery shells hurtled 
overhead toward the span and approaches. Luftwaffe raiders dropped 
their bombs at all hours of day and night. 

Division artillery was in position west of the Rhine giving supporting 
fire to the infantry units. Because of ammunition supply problems and 
the difficulties that would have been encountered maneuvering the 
heavy artillery pieces in the small bridgehead area during the early 
stages of its expansion, the decision had been made to keep the artillery 
on the west side. 

Traffic on the bridge was only one way— east. Bumper to bumper, a 
long line of vehicles continued to cross the span. The 303d Medical Bat- 
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An abaiidfMied mt*r laun jiut into opefation as a stnall ll<*sp{tal sbip to fen^’ 
th^ across thp Rinne Riv^p ^ 


taliDti set up a eleixriiVg stiiitiuri dh Cb^ Rhine batiks near Uakeb abah^ 

donecl river latincb. xy^s ^ fln4 put into operation by the 3Q3d Etigir 
neers on Mareb13 aji a hospital ship to ferry tbe more seriously woiinded 
across tbe river. Tire feri 3 «’s eiigine'|ttQke;dpW#|int nn engineer' pb^ 
boat was used to ptisb t& Side 

waiting ambulances rusbed the rnen to eVntMiaticjn hospitals^ . 

Jerry artillery had zeroed !u. Seven pt'en of 7Mi Signal Company wire 
teams were hit as they to m^intafn the 

Division and regiments: Other 7itti wire groups yyorked feyerishly to 
maintain the only wire acroSvS the: Just uotlOr tile bi^dge, to the 

7Sdi ArttlJefy and to other uniis.; The first lines went imt when a barge 
drifted dovvnstream^ Another eable was tried, this tihre more success- 
fully. The previmi^syhiyteU^^^^^ been estabJishCfl 

vvith the tlOTth Field ArHllcjy BaUalion.- ' 

Corps engin^i^j^etew mie op eithdr 

side pf the T in order to increase the flow of manpower; 

equipment and supplte^^ vtnifs eovered the 

area wuth smoke Id these activities front CTieUiv dbsef^^ 

The bridgehead was not yet secure. Tttdre Was still die threat of 
major enenjy counppattack. There w'as still the danger of isolation and 
annibilatifm^ 

This vvas die picture twi March lOyNorth of the bridge ft 
Battalion, had.. reached, fte 'dntskirts of Honnef, Company X svas. 





’■ ".‘.C r . - ‘VW'ff'ir 
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Tiu* Liidendorff Bridge from the nortlieast, witjj the town of hv 

foreground 

guanding the lii^ gcouBcl behveeia Rheinbreitbacb while 

Goia5j5araes I and K were holding still fartlter east. The 309th Infantry 
was guarding the bridge app east of Braehhanseai. 

The Sloth's 2d and 3d Battalions, after halting the counterattacks at 
Ohienherg and seizing the Jbey enerny jpost to the souttv of 

die 309th sector, were ^at region^ The 3l0fh*s I 

W'as outposting the area east of 0attenberg, Units of the 9th Infahtry 
Division and the 9lh AmiOnal Divtsipn were holding their (fesigoatea 
positions to tlie south. The thiy patch of ground on the, east hank of tlie 
Bhihe wis eikpanding. hut still, not enough ground had been seized nor 
enUuglt troops moved across to insure the. security of the bridgehead. 
The following day the resit CP moved from .Wollersheiim to Alteiidbrf , 
That night the following commeudation was sent by Lt. Gen^ Court- 
ney Tlv lfodges^ commander of the First ArmV^ to units under his 
cominand: 

-'-rh' The iollovving, lijessagfe fnjm the Sojireme GotumaDder i.s quoted ; 

‘The whole-, Attted tpree fs blighted, tc». chp?r the Ui -S First Araiy whose 
speed aiid htidnfess te the on r first hririgebead 


speed and ^ W 

river llaephipe. l^t’ase tell 

2. Tri die niefl of tlife tf; S/^ w^on thus race, f extend tny cpn» 

^atalailririS. f sliafe the pride of the ^Supreiire GptiirflaaUer in ymir fiiie achieve- 
.inhnh'- ■ ' ' ■' ■’ 

On dw morning of tlie J Uh the,309th and 31Uh Regiraents, under 
bridgehead force coritibl diroughout: the first phase of the opejatioti, 
were letuiriedto Rtvisto^ 



Artilleh' fow^rtl obsprx'prs. U( 


idjusthig firf*.. watelv for the borsf of tire next round 

As the britlgehriftfl battle; mtensitVv High 

ConiniantJ threw in crack Wehnnacht units to aid the x^rigihal defendets 
wha were made up hf cnvgin^^ in- 

i'Tnen and ^fAiee uoits. The $d Parachute Divism iltb 


fanti^nnen and \^fAiee units. The $d Parachute 0i vision iltb 
Panzer DiYisiah%ere^p^ halt the advancing AlJiecl units at afl 

costs and the 9th Pauzea: Division tvas rushed to the aid of the other 
twoehtO'umts.,:v V ^ 

AVith the arrival of the 1 1th Panzer Division enemy resistance stiff- 


ened ail along the bridgehead and iiviinero counterattacks, all repulsed 
in short onlery resetilea the enemy s intentiorr of containing the Iwidge- 
head uttbl more rese^^^ into the area,.. 

Throughout two days^ March 11-12, tlie tilths 1st Battahp 

and E aiid’ G Coaipahies were tlie target of repeated fratitic enem.y 
counttmUtacks as eiwnents the veteran German divisions tried to 
break thro^igh Honncf bac'k to the.bndgc -site. " 


T^|l|^#ilthrditgh 

idtai^? MiC Tlge^Tlcwai die lihCt 

then another. But tbe,3nth men hung on grimly. The SOTth Pield 
Artillery). Bring from across the Rhine, helped stibstanlially in stopping 
these attaeki. Others were halted in thefr trachs bv the infantrv'ineii. 





An overloaded }i?ep from an aid station moves np advaiieing tiiwtps 


One of these attacks, on the niomijig of the 12th,< 'Wns airned difectlv 
at Goinpany R's positions. During the night. ;G^rni^t |jiiitroIs had r©^ 
moved the ntihes the Dih placed in their area< At daybreak 

tanks carrying infantry rumbling do\\m on Company ,B. A 

tank ran over a ruine t&t The. Jerries riding it 

jumped oil .kitd rart back :t<^ard^their^ A Company B ser- 

geant worked his way cddseeiic^^ to the tank to throw an incendiary 
grtiiade, TJve taiik biw^ 

Late in the afternoon an attack \va.s also! laimched on Coinpany E's 
ppsitions. The cotnp^^ commander calied for artillery. Once again 
the Field Attillery threw rounds into the area. The iittack was 
heuten buck. 

The 2d BatfalioiJ of the 31 ith moved into the Hounef area on the 
11th. The 3d Battalion, which on die 10th had roo.ved slightly to the 
east, strengthened its po-sitiom. Putrols wtro sent out to di-scoyer ^eWiy 
hoop coricentrations- aijcl to recoiuioitcf routes for iie~\t attad?, ; 

Northeast, of Honuef, towering over the surroimding area, \vas a 
15004oot peak known a.s SanatOriuin lIil]. This hill was the 2d Bat- 
odion, 31 1th ’s objective for March 13. It vyas fcnovyn that die re vvere 
extensive enemy fortification.s located in tliis strategic area and Goin.i 
pariy C was assigned the task of oVtnTiioiuhg A 

Tri the early nKirtung darkne.ss tin? Goftipauy C ihoii sneaked around 
to the enemy s northeast flank. 31ieo as the sun ro.se tlu.'V .struck. This 
\vas one time; the etiernyyilid wot .srurvaider witlioni ;V fight, lu c^^Very 
foxhole he manned an ahtonmltc \veapoiv. Three antiaircraft guns were 
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in the attack area. But before the surprised Germans could get the most 
out of their weapons the Company G men had closed in. German and 
American soldiers fought hand-to-hand. By 1030 the 311th men had 
gained the upper hand. Fifty Jerries lay dead, but soldiers of Company 
G, mostly from the 2d Platoon, had also been lost. 

Company F then moved up to continue the advance, but was held up 
by three dug-in tanks, firing at its flank. A bazooka and rifle-grenade 
team advanced beyond Company F’s hne in an attempt to knock out the 
tanks. They hit one tank. As dusk settled Company F dug in for the 
night. Again the 303d Engineers laid protecting mines. 

Meanwhile Company G had taken an intermediate hill which was 
undefended and moved on. That night the company had trouble re- 
establishing contact. The company needed ammunition and food. 
Later it was discovered that in the darkness Company G had moved to 
a hill eight hundred yards to the northeast. 

The battahon’s mission was changed on the morning of the 14th. In- 
stead of continuing the attack on the peak it was ordered to secure the 
ridge running northeast from Rhondorf where the previous two days’ 
enemy counterattacks had been organized. 

The 1st Battalion of the 310th Infantry was attached to the 311th 
Regiment on March 12 and the 310th men moved north from the region 
south of the bridge which they had originally taken. They trudged 
along the river road from Erpel to join the 311th at Honnef where they 
were given the region 
later to attack. 

The 309th Infantry continued attacking toward the Autobahn. In- 
termediate objectives were the high hills overlooking the bridgehead 
site directly to its front. As soon as the resistance on one hill was over- 
come another hill had to be taken. It was an exhausting, dirty process, 
but the positions had to be overcome. The Doughboy wasn’t able to 
call for a great deal of help from his supporting artillery or tanks. It was 
mostly a matter of outflanking the enemy or making direct frontal as- 
saults on his well defended positions. 

On the 13th and 14th the 309th took all the commanding positions 
controlling the route to the Ruhr-Frankfurt Autobahn. 

There was a hopeful let-up in resistance on the 14th as all three bat- 
talions of the 309th made comparatively fast advances, of from two 
thousand to three thousand yards. Some patrols were even able to 
reach the Autobahn itself. 

March 14 had begun like the previous days. The 1st Battalion, after 
moving two hundred yards, was stalled by a stream of German auto- 
matic-weapons fire. The 3d Battalion was preparing to attack a heavily 


bordering the river to defend and from which 
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■j'ie.w ortii« tliat was t-nt bV 


■aHce 


FpV 15 iniuvites' 72 stmportiug artiljery pieces poured heavy^ iuin 
and light rounds into tnC Germaiis* fi.\ed defenses to prepare dire way 
for the 3d Battalion. Then the hattahon launched its assault bh thfehilL 
The 0oughboys ra;ced forward across four hundred yards ; 
ground and stonned die hill. The dazed Germans held jOftiy httt \v^e 
overcome shortly, 

VVhile the supplies and equipment were heing 

hand^caidied. to. th(’ front The 303d Engineers had done dreir'h^ 
keep the roads dpe^^^ hut the vehicles t>n die main supply fOiite, a dirt 
road, had hogged down iii the mud. The only .other road to the front- 
line positions \va.s mined aiid under con.stai.it fire from niortairs, artillery 
and self-propelled gunsyr^ 

Throughout the fo!lO\Vifig clay, the 15th, the 309th held its po.sitiqns, 
reorganised,. amViesuppliecl while ihf s.nppordng artillery’ softeivecl up 
the .Getptan A?i/o/?n/m defenses., ’ 

'Meanwhile .iii the area of Hbnhef, thei Slldv dlegituent with the 
Slddi's 1st Battidimi attaefedi Had liUthdied its attack directly 
into the trmnenclpuslv . scenic hut dilBcnlt terrain along the Khincr s east 
bank. 3¥hile the 2d and 3d Battalipns fought iii the hills northeast of 
HonneH the ,1st Battalioii had as its Qh|eetivc the, town ol : Rhpndorf, 
which xvay more a nrirth^^^ of ifonnef dian a separate locality^y 

All during die 13tli the 1st Battalion fought dirough the northern out-- 



Th»% at Xiinz used as a one-way spart for light 

y||i%le|, M«t tlie First Am W'as built by m<*n of the 51st 

t^arbal En^ifeoy .Battalion shell Bre And strafing. 

The photograph wis unkle from the east bauki^ 

slciyts of Hotmef against M Pamchutd remnants njid bj nights 

fall had reached the tOAyn lunits. Tho 
Stiff resistanee was expected for a prisoner had sakl the^^^^^ 
or four csj^jpaiues tlie town. Cotripahy C df th^ 311th iniQved along 


the rjyej^x l^ The place turned out to he 

mtve lightly* deiended tfe and by that evening 

the fe^tt Was securely^ the 1st Battalion^ - $ 

l^e M and more difficult time of 


it In the hills to the east. Howevmr, late in the af tenaooii of the 13th the 
2d Battalion took the hills overlooking Bhondoff thus roato 


Battalion s advance possible. 

Over rough and wooded terrain, in die face of shiper ah^ Rre» 

the, 3d BattaliOii probed the hff^^^ area east of Huhn^^ during the 13th 

and 14 th. and pveriamm 
ThfiBlOdisist . 

Aboutthis tirne a eonsidcaahle ntunher of roads and defended 
loadhlocJcs were eric^^^^ .bocal cpiinterattacks vvere frequent dur- 

ing March 14, but the alisence of aitnor indicated t|>c possihility of 


re- 

groupment for an alhout eoimterattac'k., 'Tho hasty empkiiTocnt of all 
tfdops m the area charAc^^ tacttcai the 

enemy's dlihcidfy In forming for a ujajor €*00 

Southeast t>f the latdeiKlorff Bridge the 2d and .3d Battalions of the^ 



children wave to Anveiicali soldk*fs aUtside the lit^jhafiage in HvftTnef 

SlOtk were haying a (lipenit tinic. Ijaltwg Hw c'diiHterattuek at Oblen- 
berg, immediatelr i%ossing the sjratu the battalions luiij seized road 
juncbons ^ that point. 

On ttiO i2ti5 a 4n;mn.tenvttack svtpporled by severi tanb^ hacl tbreat- 
erted to posh the 3d :BiiltaIion baGb. Evervone in the I»attaIion 
thrown iiito the defense. A Cbnvpany 1 bazooka man r'l-oviehed ih 
covered position and watted nei'vously as the tank.s thundered toward 
hiTn. \\4en diey were less feet away he fired. The first tank 

A second tank was hib Tlie re- 


buistinto flames; 

mainder turned aljout and left their escorting infantrymen./ Ttre rifle- 
disposed of the 

tCalenboni function was the htib of eight roatls and a railroad linc; 
Located oii,a high hilk it was ^ post for German artillery 

spotters; It Wa.s the last Geh^ overlooking the biidge 

fiom the southeast. That; bec4^^ objectiye of the 3d Battalion 

of the Sidthi while the 2d Battalioii after rt^ching tlie yicinitv of Kaletn 
boni was shdted nOFfherti sector pL the front to, become Division 

reserve attaGhecLt^^^^^^ 

As die stih'rdse niorniiig pf March 1 5 the 3d Battalion s Companv 
I moved npidt Ih’tt^rddhe; the 2d JPlataon appr<?ached the 

area they turried into; the 'Suddenly they mU: into 
concealed only a few feet hwayv The men dropped to the The 

tank guns roared. Theh tJieTScaigh zeroed in their bazookas; One 
Was lot but the rocket liOtHipe<i:ofl^. .AnotbeT tpnr 

iral spot for the lank funk'd toward the reab The rest of the Ger- 


a vifai apot for tue tank turnetf toward tne rear/ tue rest m 

nuin tanks followed .suit; Now the 2d TiiVfoon men could dealAvith dre 
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enemy infantry on an even basis. The platoon pursued them to houses 
at the junction where they captured 25 and found 10 dead. The other 
platoon hurried up to establish roadblocks. Later in the afternoon with 
Company C of the 52d Armored Infantry Battalion the 3d Battalion cap- 
tured the rest of the junction area. The last enemy position with domi- 
nant observation on the southern section of the bridgehead was knocked 
out. 

The following day the 3d Battahon moved to the Honnef area, after 
being relieved by the 60th Armored Infantry Battalion. It was returned 
to 78th Division control and was attached to the 311th Regiment. 

Both the 1st and 3d Battalion of the 310th Infantry have received 
Distinguished Unit Citations for their action in the initial stages of the 
bridgehead as well as their participation in the drive from the Roer to 
the Rhine. 

On March 15 the Division CP moved to the Mauser estate, built by 
the makers of the famous Mauser guns, on the banks of the Rhine just 
south of Honnef. The men who fought for the bridgehead received ad- 
ditional congratulatory messages from an admiring nation; 

The following message from the Commanding General, 12th Army Group, is 
quoted for your information and necessary action [said a letter from the U. S. , 
First Army Commander] : 

“The Supreme Commander desires the following messages to be trans- 
mitted to all ranks under your command.” 

The following message received from the Secretary of the United States Navy: 

“For General of the Army Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme Allied Com- 
mander, Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force. The United 
States Navy joins the nation in admiration for the feats of the armies under 
your command and particularly sends its congratulations to the First Army 
on its historic crossing of the ^ine. 

“Regards and all personal good wishes. James Forrestai..” 

The following message received from Speaker Rayburn of the United States 
House of Representatives: 

“At the request of the House of Representatives unanimously expressed, I 
send to you, the officers and men of all services under your command, our 
congratulations and thanks for the magnificent victories recently achieved 
on the western front.” 

On the morning of March 16 the 1st Battalion of the 309th set out 
to cross the Autobahn. Company A was in the lead. While the 2d Bat- 
talion assaulted the key towns of Hovel and Aegidienberg, the 1st 
Battalion men climbed three thousand yards over fallen trees and limbs. 
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Aerial tif .a |>drtiye> eif the GeririanyV 

;. Uigh«^" «ast bt 


A htti tUrtecl yartls iVoiVJ the iirterv tJjev wet their oiilj: o|}j>< Js j tioit b u t they 
assaulted tlJe positiou aud teacfibc! |h^ 500-yard front. , 

Cocnpaity; R headed ^ tlmt had 

not l«^eri destroyed, f lere they #t<#irUifered: 

teries. Suppordng artiUery fire, for and tlia batteries were 

Deutralizedy: By niidaftenKWa^ t^^^^ had been taken. 

Gbmpany C., under cover of a snv>ke screen laid by artillery and 
clieibical mb attached ter tiny 3()^f}th; slipped through the Company 
A arfd B po.sitioics to take lliC ydluge '(>f.Rruvigsberg east (d tire 

The M Battalion, ^ proceeding with its assault., Dazed 

by artillery fik' the defenders of f I ov e{ | »ad been u nable to halt the men 
of Gouipany F. But die inen of Goihpa'hy G rari uito one of their fiercest 
baides when they ; 

Protected by artinery Gompany G moved along the dirt road ap- 
proachiiig .Aegidienberg. Iii the initial assault a the company oflRcers 
but one were killed and he \vas isolated by Cnerny^fi^^^ As the men 
reached the first hoiises they fpught hand-ltnhand with the stubborn 
Gerpians. Becaiise of fi ye dugUn eneniy tanks and the an titank fire from 
die ^toyyrV Itself^ the 2d Batfafibn*!* arinof could riot directlhi^y^ 
infhhtty : had rnoved up ,td men 

of Gcubpibiy Gs Alacluutbguil fire i n>m the cluirc h in die center of town 
forcOcl dtexrehdore'ing ciiivipativ to adViUice canti 

The GompaiiV G bazooka men nt«v nnmemeved tb attack Gennim 



Beinforceinents passing throwgll I^Ohnef eii jpafe to join 
, , lyattle a Jlw wiie^ 



UiVitsttf tlw TSth found over 1400 >sla\ e workers io a suliterratieao factory 

RHiitt?. Eiiciy ragtoi^Ht had one of. these platoons. All 

were voltn^^ had been assigrted to port battalfejns 

and qiun'tenhaster uidts, but wdieh GeijentI Eisenhower imd called for 
iidantty Teinforeeihents back in Januto^ , thuse inen bad responded to 
his appeab In the days diat folkn?yed they in action, ^ 

ning praise froDi their uutt^ 

(5h the 16th the Division was bansferred ftonv III Gorps to VXl 
Gorps, still in the U. S. First Amty. 

Meanwhile^ the 311th Regiment was contimiiiig its drive north along 
the Rhine's east bank. Overlooking Rhondotf and Honnef was andb< 
servatton post perched on the Dracheiif els , a high clilF-like hill that 
rose froni mggedj operji ground only tivo hundred yards from the Bhip^ =. 
and extended as a ridge east to Jttenbatdi. The^ s^ face of this 
ridge, direetly in the path of’ die 31 Idi s kdy " 

v'erdcal cliffs which constituted; barrier to arty further 

advance along the Rhine. /On the ISdt the 2d Battalion of the 311th 
attadeed iii a westerly direction along tlie ridge^ Iniriplng off from posi- 
tions previoiisly captured by Axmpred Infantry Battalion 2800 

yards east of the Rhine. Draclienfels was taken by Company F from 
the rear or north side. 

Tri ail effort to fiid routes f of casualties and supplies, 

the ebrnpany overiau a 2Gipni. batteiy pyetlookmg Kbnigs- 

vvinler and c^iminandin the nafrow* approaches between Drachenf els 
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Slave laborers in an underground factory bmpital tsrve near KbmgS\¥inter 

dnd the Rhine. By this ni^a;iTenver, these and rttlvet positions constitut- 
ing the main defenses of Komgswiiiter Were out^^ and tfie town 
wa$ entered on the 16tB by wen of the 1st Battahpn'agamst^ h^ 


sition, fiptyevi^, heavy Bghthtg took place in eWarmg the town. 

As Cotrrpany El of the 2d Battalioh advanced of : Konigswinter it 

encPuiitercd a large underground airplane parts factofv that had been 
built into the jVibUn In the factory were 1,4C)0 workers en&laved 
frOrn all f>yer and a, latge utimber of Gtscfnai^ seeking 

refuge Fuel pumps for Fneke-Widf 190 figlvterplahes and heavy Ger- 
o>an wihtaiy vehichs were btdng mantifac subterranean 

tunnels: After overcoming the mlatively f eebl^^i defe^^^ 

Wen , of^Gdw j^ny E had tSw? satisfaei ion of hberaHng these workers. 

, ilie dOfh Atnrorcd loflrntty* Battaliotu nritler Sll.tb .wnitrof which 
iaad att#^d ;th^|i|hoad^def^ a full colonel 

along wtdt Mir idaff iUKt a liuotked wwn , Bodi Colomd Ifcuke 

aitd the 3d FaMcliUie w-asT^weniber in good stand- 

ing, 1 lad been a thorn in the side of the 7Sth for some tiine. Several times 
he had been reported dead, PWs had told of his dcnhotiorv oi traiisfer 
to edher frouls. , . 

Tlie tidonel and his IG-nian stall were captured as he tried to set an 
cxaihple of not fetTeatiug when flm going got tbugluHe Was undei' 
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The 2d and 3d Battalions fought in the mountainous and wooded 
area farther to the east. 

The 310th Regiment attacked simultaneously. By the end of the day 
advances of from 2,000 to 3,000 yards had been chalked up and the 
regiment was on the high ground north of Konigswinter. 

Enemy opposition appeared to be confused and weakening. The 
Germans were cracking. 

Since the regiments were nearing maximum range of their supporting 
artillery across the Rhine, Division Artillery now crossed over to the 
east bank. 

After almost continuously heavy use for ten days, the battered Luden- 
dorff bridge finally crashed into the Rhine on March 17. But the span 
had remained standing in spite of numerous hits from artillery fire and 
air attack long enough to give Corps and Army engineers time to build 
the ponton bridges over which the continuous stream of artillery and 
other reinforcing units now crossed. 

By the 16th the men of the 78th had captmred enemy positions which 
seriously threatened the bridgehead. The 310th Regiment initially 
halted the first desperate German counterattack south of the span and 
had captmed dominant ground in this area. The 309th Regiment at the 
center had cut the Ruhr-Frankfurt Autobahn. The enemy had been 
driven into the interior and denied observation on the river-crossing 
sites. The Remagen bridgehead continued to expand. In the northern 
sector of the bridgehead the 311th Regiment was steadily driving for- 
ward through the deep valleys and over the high mountains of the his- 
toric Siebengeberg and in this had been soon joined by the other two 
regiments. 

By the 18th all the Division’s units were attacking in a northerly direc- 
tion toward the Sieg River, the tributary that flowed at right angles to 
the Rhine just across from Bonn. 

Here was the land of legend and mythology so dear to National 
Socialist mystics, the scene of countless Teutonic folk tales. Between 
Rhondorf and Konigswinter rose the recently conquered mysterious 
Drachenfels peak. Here, according to German legend, Siegfried over- 
came the monster dragon and became involved with pagan gods and 
goddesses now characters in the operas of Wagner. 

Before the rise of Hitlerism this area was a favorite of tourists. 
Perched atop many of the peaks were luxurious hotels from which could 
be seen long stretches of the Rhine, the plain approaching it, and in the 
distance, the tall spires of the Cologne cathedral. 

Now these places were to serve as CPs, battalion aid stations and bil- 
lets for tired Doughboys who saw in the area just another hill to be 
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overcome, a strategic junction to be captured before sunset or a crag 
ideal for an enemy artillery observer. 

March 19 was a continuation of the previous day’s action and the 
Sloth’s 1st and 3d Battalions seized three more towns. 

Typical of the day’s fighting was the experience of a platoon of Com- 
pany K men who captured the village of Heisterbacherrott. Overcom- 
ing slight resistance outside the town, the men raced two hundred yards 
to the first house. A Doughboy kicked the door open. There sat twenty- 
five Jerries eating breakfast. 

Then one squad went down each side of the street preceded by two 
tanks. The Germans launched unsuccessful counterattacks from the 
rear and right flank. A number of prisoners were rounded up including 
a captain who first insisted on surrendering to the “commanoer in chief” 
but was persuaded to bestow that honor on a staff sergeant. That night 
the Germans threw everything into the town from phosphorus to high 
explosives. The following morning the platoon found 35 more Germans 
who had been hiding in cellars. In all 120 prisoners were ferreted out 
of the village. 

The 3d Battalion of the 309th Regiment, attached to the 311th for the 
day, had moved up to the south of 3d Battalion, 311th, and seized a 
woodline which it held. At this position the Germans launched two 
counterattacks during midaftemoon. Seven tanks and two companies 
of enemy infantrymen swept down on the men. The tanks were knocked 
out and the attacks were repulsed. Meanwhile the 1st Battalion of the 
311th eliminated opposition as it advanced to seize the town of Ober- 
kassel and a cement factory which had been one of the enemy’s prin- 
cipal observation points. The other two battalions of the 311th cleaned 
out more of the woods in the hills to the east. 

The Division GP moved on March 20 to Konigswinter and the next 
day it continued on to Holtorf where the war room was set up in the 
basement of a hardware store. 

The Sieg River came within sight of the 78th’s advance units as rem- 
nants of the German Wehrmacht now fled across. 

The Konigswinter bridgehead had been cleared and east of the 
Lightning Division’s area the veteran 1st Division was also pushing 
demoralized German troops against the Sieg. 

The 309th and 311th Regiments were ordered to sweep their zones 
up to the Sieg River. As the troops broke out of the hilly terrain along 
the Rhine the chase began. 

The 311th swept along the Rhine on the 20th encountering a new 
obstacle. Thousands of civilians began wandering around aimlessly 
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Uttered with smashed planes, this airport nortbv’est of ilangelar was captured 


by the Lighfniug Pivisibn 

fin the roads. Many were Germans^ Many odjers were hberatetd slave 
workers of all nationalities. They milled about the troojis and armor, 
slowing down the advanced 

A loudspeaker was inGujvted Qu b^ lead hst Batfaliorv tanks. 

Civilians to keep off the ti^ds and obey instrtjctions. 


iftfautry 


There was still dirty bfedone^ towns to be cleaned oof. Some 

were desperately defended, even the town police forces having been 
thrown into futile deieiise. . 

To keep tjp with the Beeing efietny ai*d to try to encircle him Task 
T'orce Rankm was organi?4:ll it w'as a fast mobile onff 
the 7Stl> Cavalry Ret^naissance Troop/ Conipafi^ I of the 311th In- 
fantry, One platoon frprrt Company C of the 393d Tank Destroyer Bat- 
talion, and GornpanyD of the 774diTanlc Battaliori. , 

For three days, from the 20th through the E2d, this siruill annored 
task force swept around the areas near the mouth of the Sieg. 

On the 20th it raced toward Vilidi-Mundorf, a small town nejir 
Hangelafi on tlie plain before the Sieg Kiyef. vvhere it ran irito sOibborn 
resistance and found the local policie W'ell entreutbed with the Webr- 
macht for the battle. Witboiit pavising, the vehicfes by-pa.ssed to 
Hank this jiosition, as.saulting C»eislur, another \ illage a feW' hundred 
yards from the Sieg’s mouth. The defenders of Vilich-Xlundorf fled 



The wreckage of An Aittobaha oveq^ass was pnly a teniperary roadblock 

Uuring the night and Conipany I seizial the town the following day. 
Othef units jjI the^i Ith eaptured the tOw'rt of Beueh 

Meartwhitey thfe 0^ had been slowly adysncing east of 


die Silths the battalions alternuted by leapfrogging, 

aclvatidng one tosvh in tne Sipth s 

were several airfields which were at one 


Hangelat. it 


sector was 
tirne Xaiftwaffe bases; 

On March 21 the task of taking this town arid the airfields w'as as-^ 
signed to the Slpths 1st Battalion. At daybreak Companies B and C 
stomiedlhe lighdy defended town and bv seven that niorning the lowii 
was tbeirS; C eonsohdated positiom^^^ the town, Com- 

pany B went on throngh, advancing straight north to Menden at the 
bend of the Sieg/ By niidinimnng^^C fallen. Company A, sup- 

ported by a platoon of taiiks:, raced forMtoairfield northwest of Hangelar 
arid had seized it by 

That same ^d Battalion of the 310th svvept before it a de*. 

niwajhred enemy as Company F captured Niederpleis 

arid,Cbhipany C S^iegbiirg-Mulldorf, thus bringing the battalion almost 
to the Sieg s bunks. 

Tlie •3Q9th Regimeny in had the job of cleaning out 

the area bn either dd^^ An/oba/in. All three battalions moved out 
pri the 2^^ Hpori a niixriber of villages and populated 

had bebii clciired. At the end of the daypver diree niilcs had beeW 

iheKBth was djiving eastward. 


ered; iiott prisoners taKein Unce more 
but thi.s time against a deriUsbdized enemy over terrain easier to Cross . 

The next day the 309th cpntiiuied what \V 3 S now becoming a mop- 
ping-up operation. By March 25 the whole regiment had taken up 


positions along the Sieg RiVer lirie in the \icinity of Horuief, 

Meanwhik On Alarch 21 the division rear eqlielon had nioved to th' 
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historic town of Bonn on the Rhine opposite the mouth of the Sieg. 

General Marshall in his Biennial Report as Chief of StaflF summarized 
the eighteen historic days of March in the following paragraphs: 

Advancing on the right of the Ninth Army, the First Army captured the ruins 
of Cologne on March 7 against stout resistance. On the same day elements of its 
9th Armored Division, probing to the Rhine further south, found the LudendorflE 
Bridge at Remagen intact and immediately crossed to the east bank, developing 
a small bridgehead. Such a windfall had been hoped for but not expected. 

The prompt seizure and exploitation of the crossing demonstrated American 
initiative and adaptabihty at its best, from the daring action of the platoon leader 
to the army commander who quickly redirected all his moving columns in a 
demonstration of brilliant stafiF management. He estabhshed powerful elements 
across the river immediately in accordance with direct orders from General 
Eisenhower. 

The bridgehead provided a serious threat to the heart of Germany, a diversion 
of incalculable value both to the main effort in the Ruhr and to the reduction of 
the Saar-Palatinate. It became a springboard for the final offensive to come. 

By March 25 hard fighting in the Remagen area had extended the bridgehead 
to a depth of 10 miles and a length of over 30. The German High Command, ex- 
pecting an immediate drive on the Ruhr from this direction, had concentrated 
strong forces of Army Group B north of the Sieg River. 

As March ended First Army troops were streaming across the tem- 
porary Rhine bridges and driving eastward. On March 23 the British 
Second and American Ninth Armies crossed the Rhine north of the 
Ruhr. The final battle for Germany had begun. 
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CHAPTER 7 


THE RUHR POCKET 

Red armies were now pounding at the gates of Berlin and driving 
along the Danube River into the heart of Germany while, on the West- 
ern Front, American, British and French troops were swarming across 
the Rhine, the great water barrier on which the German High Com- 
mand had pinned its last hopes in the west. 

General Patton’s Third Army troops had made a surprise crossing of 
the Rhine to the south near Mainz and his spearheads were now swing- 
ing north and south. Still farther south Seventh Army troops were cross- 
ing the river. The largest crossing had been made north of the Ruhr 
on March 23. As Allied paratroop units dropped behind the German 
line, the U. S. Ninth and British Second Armies fought their way across 
the Rhine. First Army troops meanwhile streamed over the ponton 
bridges near Remagen and continued on east. The war was rapidly 
approaching its climax. 

In late March the Lightning Division was defending the northern 
flank of the First Army along the Sieg River. The Division had pushed 
the enemy across the Sieg toward other Wehrmacht troops that were 
being driven down from the north as the Ninth Army raced eastward. 
These forces represented a formidable threat in that after reorganizing 
they could attempt to drive south across the Sieg and cut off the advanc- 
ing First Army at the river. 

On April 1 the First Army’s 3d Armored Division and the Ninth 
Army’s 2d Armored Division met at Lippstadt, thus completely en- 
circling the Ruhr with Allied armor and men. American armies had 
trapped Field Marshal Model’s forces in the greatest double envelop- 
ment of all time. Not since Stalingrad had a German army been en- 
circled and this was to surpass even that debacle. 

Geographically enclosed in this huge trap was Germany’s greatest 
industrial area— chemical plants, iron works, oil stores, coal supplies and 
machine tools. The largest industrial cities, Dortmund, Essen, Hamm, 
Duisburg and Diisseldorf, were thus isolated from the rest of Germany 
proper. The area was densely populated and included many Russian, 
Polish, French, and other foreign workers impressed into service by the 
Nazis. 

The Pocket was heavily defended by SS, panzer, parachute and in- 
fantry troops, together with numerous flak batteries and miscellaneous 
units of all descriptions, ordered to fight as infantry. It was originally 
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Holding along the Sieg 

estimated that between 100,000 and lES^QOQ German troops bad been 
encircied. The eiKJinv wM csteiated id have a hundred tanks as well as 
a large number of flalc batteries supporting his infantry. 

In the closing days of NIsnrW the 78th extended its zone eastward 
alotig the river until it ocGupied a thirty*^mile front on the First Army's 
north l!aiih, Eadi divisio^^ ttuus had atr e^ttmordinarily wi^ 
to defend against a potential breakthrough by this isolated 
the VVehnnacht. 

In addition to their other duties the 778th Ordnance and 78tli Quar- 
temiaster Gompanies prepared to halt possible Gerujan breaktliroughs 
in the viciiiity of BeueJ, Chi the night of March S6 tlie. Ordnance Com- 
pany was alerted for an eneiny attack, and all that night the mainte- 
nance men niaiined BAlls, heavy machine gvm.s,. bazookas and one 
105mm. howitzer, weapoiis just reiJaired by the artillery and .small-arms 
sections. The cnrmipmiy had nu)re fire no an infantry battabon. 

The defe«.sive positions were mamu’d tlwjugh the riight, but the next 
day there was no rest for the nicn as they cx^ntirmed then regular func- 
Honi. Otice again tke followin inght and the cn'ght after tJiat they main- 
tained thhr ideit, .• : : • • 








irls; gwyipifcs aCt/ons, foot!, the future 


Gls get togellier tf* talk ovtr home, mail, 

Meanwiiile when not intlulging in practice alerts or buU<iing defe^^ 
ppsltidns^ th^ Qimrtennaster Gompahy cohtinned its norTOsil dutie? of 
issuing 25,0(K) gallons of gasoline and over 20,0(X) ratioris pef^^^^d 
ihg approxihriately 6,000 niiles per day and issuing the usttal amount pf 


clothing iurid other quartennaster supplies. 

lire engaged in activities similar to tliose which pre- 

ceded the crossing of the Roer. Patrols crossed over to the enemy side 
of the Sieg nearly everv night to get information on Jerrya sferfeng 
future plans, Some patrols remained several days Eemnd the enenry 


lines.^ One patrol from the 309th spent four days and tluee nights so 
far beycaKl die Sieg that tliey were able to observe Gemiau officers par- 
dcipftdng in pistol practice- Another patrol from the 3I0tl\ remained 
behind the German lines for seventy-two hours and reporting 

every thing that took place, 7$th Reconniaissanee Troop patrols acro.ys 
the river reported the location of Gertnan defenses and hqihus epi* 
demic arnong Germati ejvdian!> 

The 303d B*ngiheers superviseth die ^ of minefields at cridual 

points, studi^ the ffiawaiid depth of the river, and recomioitered cross- 
ing places. 


On March 20^ Divisiou headquarters moved to an abandQtted prphmi^^ 
age at Ober Pleis. 

Tramhig schedules were again put into cflect. Men were withdrawn 
from the front for a few days of rest in the Veaf area. Behind the lines 
units practiced working with tanks.: Veteran Lightning uiefi told rein- 





A German self-propelled gun knocked put by ?8tK Division Dougbs helps to 


dry out Gi bedding; 

forc^tiTients of Gennan trieks and gave them tips oh to sUy aliv'e 
in battle. Each day artUlery pieces .sent harassin fire roaring into the 
Geiinart 'positions.: ■■ 

Easter Sunday came on April 1. The Division chaplains helti speeia! 
services. F alleti comrades were rernei nbercd and prayers said for thern. 
Men elinibed out of their foxholes and, as aftillery boomed iir the 
groimdy bowed theif'te in prayer ar»d Bstened to the spmtiial teach- 
ings of Christ participated m the ancient ceremonies 

commemorating the Fasscsver^ first tiihe for marivdong years that 
.such rites had been held openly in German w 
On midnight of the 2d there was a flare-up of activity. Men from two 
platoons of the 311th*s Company I crawleti ovet a railroad bridge and 
raided the small towm <)f Merten, north of the Sieg. Catching the enertiy 
defenders tinawaj e, they held bn to the tovm all through the day^ and 
then,, under epver of darkness, withdr tjieir ovyn lines svith fifty- 
two prisDners, leaving Imoby traps: behmd., ;^ folfowiirg «fay men o 
Company F crossed the stream^ ijccirpiejdlseVc^^^^ small Villages .ind held 
on to tim tiny Irridgehead. which Was ' later m theVS’fth 

Division \vhen it reUec^l the 

Higher headcpiarters' now assigned to thci XVI II Airbonie Corps the 
task of Wiping b»it the Ruhr Rocket from the South. Oir April 2 the 
7Sth Division, dispersed alotig the sovttheni litnft of the Pocket, 'vfis 
attaclied to this corps. Tsvo days later it received its orders. 

The 9Tth Dh'tsidiv was to lake up the positioiis the 78th was now 
holding. .The 78th U'as ttrjnbvc fartlicr cast bom \v.liere it would attack 
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A 57imiti. antitank; gun being loaded ttguiiist a pt»tenti,al bmakthrw'gh i>y jsolated^ 

Grnnan units in the Foqket 

across tie Sieg. The 8th Infantry Oivisioia, on the 7Sth’s right flank, 
would jump off in advance of the 78th to seize a vital supply route in 
the 8th Division zone. In reser\'e was the 86th Division, At the same 
time the III Corps was to attack from the east and the XVI Coi’ps of 
die Niiith Anny was to move dowiV from the north. -1110 .Pocket would 
thus be tinder attack from three sides; . ; . . . • vx 

Cfossijig the Siegj the 78th"w in a. imrtbvveslerly direc- 

tion With die big industrial city oTAV^^ fifty rniles .awavy as its 

objective; Two^ 7%8th-s pcuh til advan^^^ In 

the southeiri sector was the Agger River, vyh.iclt iiilo 

near its nioutii. Faith was the Wupper, a that 

firH floWeti in a uortherly directiori aricl thcji uiade a turn 

nem* Wuppertal and eihptied into the Khiriie, Crtiscfosswig \vhn|e 
area Were utmierous vaUeys through which ran minor streains and 
hropfesj all flowiug generally to the Xvest., The maih roads were in the 
river yaUeys, Ah unfinished branch of the niam Aftio extended to 
the out^frts of Remscheid, pst south of 

The folltiwdng units, niost of had worked with the 78t)i in the 
other major attaeksv were attached' to tlie LightUiitg Disision for this 
operation;,: 

774th Tank; Battaliou; 893d , Xatik prsstroyer Battalion ( Selhpro- 
pelled ) ; 552d AA A A W Baindion f Alnbile ) ; 76tb Field Artillery' Bat- 
talion ( 2.Xpoiuider3; UmV the 18tfr Field Arfillerv Craiip which in- 
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eluded: 195th Field Artillery Battalion (8-inch howitzer), and 254th 
Field Artillery Battalion (155mm. howitzer). 

On April 5 Division headquarters moved to Eichelhardt to direct the 
new offensive. 

That night, as the regiments were relieved by units of the 97th Divi- 
sion, the 78th men withdrew to assembly areas where they climbed into 
waiting tnicks. Through the night they slept as best they could in the 
packed vehicles. Before dawn 
points, some sixty miles farther east. 

The 309th and 310th Regiments, each with one battalion of the 311th 
attached, were to make the initial river crossing while the 2d Battalion 
of the 311th initially remained in the 97th Division area. 

Engineers moved out in advance of the main striking force to seek 
fording points and clear minefields. During the night a steady down- 
pour had swollen the Sieg considerably. Near Wissen a partially de- 
molished bridge was found which was still strong enough for the pas- 
sage of infantrymen. Assault boats were carried to the river. Tanks 
and tank destroyers rumbled to positions along the bank from which 
they could give direct fire support to the Doughboys as they crossed. 
It was still dark when the engineers had cleared the last mines. At 0500 
the attack was launched. 

Men of the 309th climbed into assault boats and started paddling to 
the opposite shore while others crossed on the partly demolished bridge. 
The 310th, meanwhile, moved alongside the 8th Division positions. 
Far to the north Ninth Army units were beginning to move south. 

Initially, elements of four German divisions, 62d, 59th and 363d 
Volksgrenadier and 11th Panzer, opposed the 78th as it crossed the 
river. Their strength was estimated at 10,000 men; strength on ad- 
jacent Division fronts was estimated at 7,000 and 4,000, respectively. 

The 78th Reconnaissance Troop moved into Wissen two platoons 
north of the river and one south to protect the crossing site. 

Throughout the next eleven days the 78th’s Doughs swept up into the 
Pocket at a rapid pace. This chapter will attempt a general impression 
of what those hectic, fast-moving days were like. 

On a big scale the advance was so rapid that communications be- 
came a major problem. Division headquarters moved eight times in 
eleven days to keep up with the speeding forward units. The artillery 
batteries would no sooner get their guns into position than they would 
have to be on the move again to keep up with the infantry. Maps and 
overlays became obsolete shortly after they were issued. Traffic on 


they had arrived at their jmnping off 
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Evyeuatlov) of pW^-. nssuiXTcd inf^yusnig ,]>i^apo.rfit'n? 


the n)ads jm Jjv Aidencaiv, vidiide^^ bijt )?y hta-cis of 

diwuTned VV^e solcli€*rs {opkllvj^ 

I‘itto|sr Grt^\v4fey to capae^^ McAjaigG aud 

^ yards to for- 

vyai^d of >fG;?rtccI tht^iftselvos 

dtrdiJt^Otd liiieks and 

armored \'eliitU\s. thembiGl tmik empty; OltVineri and yovnig jK)Vs^ re- 





Liberated ItaJian slave laborers of the Genrrjans await' tTKcks 

them to rear areas 


cently inducted into the Wehrtnaciitv ahnost Iregged to he taken pris- 
oner. Hasty interrogations revenied tliat there were Arnerkan pristmers 
of war hospitalized at Waldhrol, a mediiiiii-sized tokni which was also 
the junctioiv of several important ir«:>ads. Cotnpaiiies of the 1st and 3d 
BattaliOits of the S()9tb raced to lilksfate the American prisoiieis of war. 
Althotigh the towfrseemed to he vv ell defended, a patr^^^ 

G managetl to slip through tire defe^^^ tire hospital They 

di.S€Oveied seventy -one AmMeans, only tvvo of The 

rest were siiffering front lack of metlital attention and inalnutrition- 
The patrol was forfeed to Withdraw, however. 

Company K Was apprcmching frorn another direction. The company 
headquariers group irifilhated to the hospital while the rest of the men 
look care of die pppositioi} which centered around two self-propelled 
gims in dse center of tovvn. That night 78th medics cared (or the liher- 
ateci Americai'is. Before dawTi they were evacuated from the Battle Jiririe, 

Meanwinie Ckvmpat liherating a huudred French, Bussian and 

Polish prisoners discovered in a CerTiian cage at Morshach. 

Freudenherg, a small towa» on theicast border of the 3 lOth sector, 
w'as a key to the Nazi defeiKses farther ea.st in the Btli Divi zone. Tlie 
Corps eOmmawder luul ordered the town fakcii as .soon as possible. It 
was lieavily defended. All dirough the day the 1st Battalion drove 
tow^ard Freudenberg. Coin|)ahy A before day> 

{ight. As it approaetted Ober HeuSliiigen, it ran into heavy artillery fixe, 
but the mirtr etkdunied^^^^a through the Imrsting .shells to seize 

tire vilkyge= Ck^mpany B the a ttack on Fretidenber g. F in al 1 v the 
twh companies dvei^^ defearses, sending back their share of the 
five hrmdred prisoners captured by tho 310th that d 

Armor and artillery nreanwhih*^ Avere rolling uver the temporary 
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Tbc" same day the Division’s reAr echelon moved to Eichelharclt. 

P/eyjously in vesme, the Regiment went into the attack on 
April yiv; iUding tanks and tank destro^'ers;' the 2d ButtaTjon, after haying 
defhndecf, the reginieftt^S ftght flaiife tiarlier in the dayf raced ahead in 
the alteoiiHiu, In^ating »ff a fivt^tank German cotinterattaek as it moved 
fdtwanh Another irtilitary hosplcal was oveiTUni this tiine hy theSllth^s 
dst Battalion. Among the. three . hundred patieiHs was owe, American/ 
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The 311th Infantry Regiment took 275 German prisoners during the day. 

Now the three regiments were attacking abreast. The 309th was on 
the left, the 311th in the center, and the 310th on the right. Reconnais- 
sance elements patrolled the road net in the recently captured areas, 
while antitank companies set up roadblocks at the important road junc- 
tions. The artillery trucks were doing double duty. During the day 
they transported the advancing infantrymen to maintain contact with 
the fleeing Germans. After dark they returned to the battery positions 
to move the artillery pieces up forward. The artillerymen were roimd- 
ing up their share of prisoners, too. 

By the 10th the 311th’s advance was so rapid and the enemy de- 
fenders so confused that towns were even taken by telephone. As ad- 
vance patrols raced into an undefended town, they checked the tele- 
phone connections. Sometimes when a Doughboy picked up the 
receiver, he would hear the German equivalent of “Number, please?” 
A German-speaking soldier would get the next town on the phone, 
inform the Biirgermeister or local commander that the Americans had 
his town next on their list if he did not surrender. This method proved 
very effective and soon white sheets would be seen fluttering in the 
breeze by the Doughboys advancing on their objective. 

Progress by the other two regiments was comparatively slow on the 
9th. Dug-in guns from well chosen positions held up the 310th time 
and again. The men combed their zone for by-passed snipers and small 
pockets were mopped up. Another 650 Jerries were captured. 

Each regiment was using a tank equipped with public-address sys- 
tem. Sometimes when one of these tanks approached a town and the 
surrender message was blared out, German soldiers stumbled out of 
their defensive positions with their hands clasped over their heads. 
But on other occasions more persuasive measures were necessary. Late 
in the afternoon of April 10 the 309th’s Gompany C doughboys ap- 
proached the town of Niimbrecht but were held up at its outskirts. 
Heavy mortar, ack-ack, and machine-gun fire rained down on the in- 
fantry. One of the tanks with a loudspeaker moved up close to the 
town. 

“Stop firing . . . Surrender . . . You will be treated as prisoners of 
war under the Geneva Gonvention by the Americans,” the loudspeaker 
blared out. The Germans rephed with increased fire. Once again the 
loudspeaker blared out its message. This time it warned the town’s 
defenders that they would receive artillery fire if they didn’t comply 
with the order. Again the reply was mortar shells. The tank wheeled 
about and clanked to the rear. The Company C Doughboys withdrew 
a few yards and the company commander called for artillery. 
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An Aojericari Uentenan^^ the name af a'ltiuch^tioneeriied Gennan polonel wtiq 

SH rendered with his staff 


Thea far fiftceu rniuutes .battaliGnS'Ttf iiKduding the- 

308tli and 76th Field BattaUonsv bhhed shelfs into the town. 

\\1ieo the barrage ended, tlie Company C men fjyced in, qiiickly over- 
poNvered the bewdldere^^ and .dialcen defended p through 


the town to take the; ueJct one in ;tt4 area, ,awd thenj r^^t^ed for^ ;d^ night.. 
On the loth the 31(>th spurted ahead peady eight iniles a.s roadblocks 
arid strongpsiints were knocked out find loyvu after town w'as stnized,^^ -;A,t 
one paint the infantry overran a large GOrrtian aflimaaid^^ 

Battnboh Doughboys grabbed the towti of Eckenhagen;^ 

As they rolled in to one end of town, tw'o truckloads of GtOnians ap' 

} jroached from tlve other, unasvate tliiit the town AVas being irccupied 
jy Americans. The trucks screiiched to n hah and btdore tlie enemy 
could scramlde out ihey^ were all prisoners of vvan 
The following day , as the 31 1th dasl led across the Wasser River and 
raced past Gummersbach, the 31 0th ’s 2d Battalion was inotorized to 



seize tlie dam at the Wasser headwaters whieli was then outpiQsted hy a 
tash fdrct' of the 78th Keeonnaissa^ice Troo^ This dam held back a 
largi^ tody of water Vhe 1st and 3d Battalions were 

maneuvering. 

The Reconnaissance Troop task forc;e had fought through stiff oppo- 
sition to reach the dam But tlieti ithad to be searched 

for demolitions. Germans from the wooded hills aro»ind fired at th^ 
searching party led by: the Bd Recon Platocnis tnmmander. Fuially the 
partohound a dom in ri pa^ defiladed position that looked as if it 
tnight be an entranee to the dain^s inspection tunnel. It was baiTicaded, 
however^ and they through- Their oivly aUernatiye \vas 

to run aero.ss the the oppersite side. A Jeep 

svas driven up close so tli.it ifs ihouhted gun ttruld give the 

men covering ffr(% Then thev>; hkidc Rt far side bhild- 

ings which had been hit iiV Apierh'an artillery were hnrt/uog. Arnohg 
them was a sinall arhrriurvitito duhm. hurst ing . ex plo^ were 

throvviiig debris in all diO/ctons,. tun- 
nel pn the opposite sidCi B hern tpd barred. The 

pattrol leader knocked and, suddeidy the door Opened? Out cameTonr- 
teen frightened members Of the VVehniiacht: with bands^^m 
78tli patrol dashed into the tiiiine l and feiTcted out IBO more prisoners. 
Ko demolitions were found. ^ 

■ On. the moTrung of April 11 llre Sd .Bidtatiotr offtUe Bllth pimped off 



A large Jem; gun thtirmiglih ffut of TOmtiUssion after 78tb Di'visimi 


to take the totti* of the home of several li\jr|^e Jrt 

dustrial aii4 of 20,0(K)v was one of the 

largest cities so far eneountered hi tlie Pocket. The citj' was^ however, 
feebly deftarded arid the trOQjTS sqpn^ to^^ 

The?} begaii the job of scrt’crihig flie This tneant that every 

bylldhig, had to be seaithed, stiipef s aiid hidtrig Welintiacht Soldiers 
captured, and coiitifaband material A srrtall grorip of 

IJbiighboys eotered each house. Usually the^ residents stood by quietly 
as dieir houses %yeth searched. Bu t some svcre riiore yoe 
/“We alNvays hated e ve so thankful you’ve come,” was a 
toiniuOu^remark.r,; - ..■ /■.:■■ ■■;'■■- / 

Some even boasted of Uaviog relatives in the United States. J*NOine 
of them were ever Na/as- Bttt^ were uot h)?) 

protestatious of hiTiiJceUce athf the^^ 

i»g' 


Sometimes houses W'ere shlect^^ iis billets for tlie uigh^ such 

cases the German occupants were forced tomove in with ueighbors 
until the Aiheticims left. Tired soldiers Hopped hito soft \vhiie hed.s and 


fell into exhausted steep. Befcne daybreak they Avere up apd once agairv 
on the move to auotlier town. 

Thy Sd Battalion diduot linger at ■Giimjnersbach. Before the end 
of the day it was heading for Markenjmtz. x\ bank was discovered in 







r{idirtg tanks and tank the ird<jntryrrien push through the Pocket 

as n>j«ts in sortie places disappeared 

this town containing fifty miilipns dollars’ wptth of Ccripart marks. 

The 3Q9tll, meailwhilei te the 511th, had advanced an- 

other Bye thousand yards, the rneit al t ihies struggling to move, on roads 
dtat were jammed vidth prisoners w to the rear. The whole gar- 
Ti.son of Loope surreitderkl in a formal cereniony The trooi>s 

lined tip in parade fonnation and, widi tears streamhig do^^ 


fheir eoniniander surf endered to Company I, Gompahy F was stipposed 
to liave heen iri reg^imeutal reserve for tlie day. But, even s^diile in re- 
serve, theeompjatyOapturedatrainlaad of eiiemyaminunition stranded 
on a siding. r l^' 

DiSdsiOn headqifiirters wa.s established diat da^r at penkhtigOn add 
by nightf;^ sfeiited nmving to Cnmmersbac^^^ ; ■ 

On -April 12 the 309th Regiment ran into its stilFest battle of the 
Todkot; .^dvaiicing along the left flank of the Division zone it had been 
in GarttafA with many Gerniaii nu1t.s pirshed into its area by the north- 
westerly axis of the general advance. Trapped, these isolated nnits 
.sometimes fought desperately before being subdued. In addition lire 


•309th had to keep coiitact with the 97th Djvdsion’s 3S0dr Regiment to 
its left. . - 

Almost on the laaindary separating the two divisions was the town 
of Draheiiderhohe, The 509tl^^^^ cut the road jiist .south 

<d .tVte town and tlien sw'iu)g west,' to meet tlie 97th PiVision men. Siad- 
tienly, fire openic^ pp on the men Jtoni directly ahead. Enemy infantry' 
was suppmted by' 8Ss and AA guiis. There, partially camcaiflaged, was 
a Gernian converted Ijastily into a fort. The men 

worked to ovevemne this .^trongpoiiit As clarkiiess fell, the defenders 



Tanks and irifant^rneo ifiov^d |j.om tdwn, to to.wiv nipippjrig th^V advawvd 

(inally gave ground atfOss tlie KiVer. Rejsistance 

eridledi the 1st BatUvIioft reorga and marched until OlCK) to catch 
up with the rc^l or the Me-iinsvlille, the 3d Battalion had 

moved through the 1 st Batmlion during the struggie aroVtiid the ord- 
nance depoT to umiutaih^^^^ 

In the area in which the 3lGth s 2chand 3d Battalions \vere acl\ancu 1 g 4 
resistance was beginning to cninible; By nightfall the two battlions 
had progressed :itearly eight miles to the Wuppers headwaters, having 
ovemm se\ eral German artUlery ijositionfr- Tl.m regiment captured 
h200 prisoners that day and lilHaafed more Atriericau, and Allied war 
prisoners* 

At one point a IK>3cl Field Artillery battery, \vhit-h V^as supporting the 
3H)th, actually advanced ahead of the Irprit Imes. . No iriatter how far 
up the artijleiy units rnoved durWg lire night by the. end ;of thedoUow- 
ing day the iTifantryviiad iisiia^ of effective range. 
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But on the 12th this 903d Battery moved right past the infantrymen, 
capturing several hundred prisoners in the town they had picked for 
the night. The following day they turned the town over to the 310th 
men. 

The 13th Armored Division, meanwhile, was advancing through the 
97th Division area and was to swing east to trap enemy units in front 
of the 78th. On April 12 the 311th was to link up with the 13th 
Armored’s advance units. But when the time came for the meeting, the 
armor had not yet arrived. So the 311th was ordered to continue for- 
ward. As a result nine more miles were gained; more prisoner-of-war 
camps overrun. The regiment’s prisoner-of-war coimt hit a new high— 
1,512 being taken dming the day. 

The next day, April 13, the Division captured its first general oflBcer. 
The 309th’s 2d Battalion was driving on the hospital town of Lindlar 
when suddenly two German oflBcers bearing white flags approached 
the Americans. They said they wanted to declare the town an open 
city because of the hospitals located there. They also reported the pres- 
ence of a lieutenant general and his staff who wanted to surrender. The 
two oflBcers were taken to battalion headquarters and a short while later 
they returned to the front escorted by a battalion oflBcer. Then with 
Company G they entered Lindlar for the formal surrender ceremony. 

Meanwhile the battalion commander led a group of drivers, radio 
operators and medics to a pretentious chateau where the lieutenant 
general was reported to have his headquarters. When they reached 
the chateau they noticed a large group of oflBcers. The battalion com- 
mander approached one of them. “You’re a colonel, aren’t you? ” he 
asked through his interpreter. The colonel replied in the aflBrmative. 

The major pointed to a bemedalled figure off to one side. “Well, 
who’s that character over there?” he asked. 

“That,” explained the colonel, “is the lieutenant general.” 

“Tell him to hop into this jeep and I’ll take care of him,” directed the 
major, closing the ceremony abruptly. 

While this was taking place. Company C was conducting the busi- 
ness of accepting the surrender of the four hundred troops in the town. 
As many as possible were stuffed into huge busses. The German drivers 
swung their vehicles into a convoy and hauled the prisoners to the rear. 

Another German garrison was supposed to be defending Wipper- 
furth, a hospital town in the 310th sector. The 2d Battalion raced for 
the town but as it approached the outskirts the defenders fled. Mean- 
while the 311th was mopping up small encircled units in its sector and 
in so doing captured another 1,212 prisoners. 

By the 13th it became apparent that the original estimates of enemy 
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Nazi soldijTj^ aiifl civiltois crowded mejoswres 


strength in the Pocket had hdeo. siibstantiallv lois'. The Deimans. had 
improvised a replacement s^stein %vhich sent alntost evex^^^^^ 
or without able body, into battle aud all but tripled the mililary force 
originally surrounded. Often diese men were captured seven Or eight 
hours after putdng on uniforms, Gcmian soldiers 


i were captiired carry- 
ing discharge papers instead of Sotclbiiche or carrying Soidbitche with 
the wmrds 'T^Lsmtssed from dm 

About hve iniles loiidi of Wuppertal was the city of Leiinep, with 


excellent road and rail lacilitics to all parts of 
were several important tool-manufacturing phinfe^ 

The 3I0th Regimerd attackr*^^ Lennep on the moving of April 14„ 
the 1st BattalipTi lumping off at Gompgiiy G^ after up 

five hundf ed prisoners urouiu cl W uigUt miles to 
the edge of Lerincp, A patrol die town, 'HiCre was no oppo.si- 

tiorit The men passed rapitRy through d but no sign of the 

enemy could be fouud-'Only Go«ipany A foRtnved up and 

eaptured the h ground two thousand yards north of Tennep. Mean- 
while the 2d was running into more fortnidablt^ opposition. 

A path had to be cleared through the m inefields diat blocked their ad- 
vance Jerry artillery zeroed hi oh the but by the eud; of the day 
they had adymiced to posittoos withui a wile^ o Tennep. The 3d Bat- 
talipn tW'dh>ft®d raoppm 

any accurate count of prisoners was impossible. EverVT 
body them back to die Divisioij cage. A column of fifty 

wduld be Sfsnt back w’itlv one giiard but by the time the prisoner-pf-war 
inclosure had been reaebed another 25 had run from die woods to 






A pris<it«?f' li>it^ ycdt^- 


li . E\’t*n the 3 iOth s. Svr\ ice CoiiipauY cavvgbt its share 
one of the uet’uais of the war. 

Service Clorupahy inen. Xliscoveie^^^ ahaiicloued f liesel 

ley liad rjtitiuigw'l to put tlve vehicle operation apd 

out when fliey s*avv ahoiit twtprty |erries: v»p ahcMl, 

le into rev'erse ami speeded Iraek to^Setvjce 

.- Then With the task fore<^ spra>vle^^^ os'er tlie engiiie 

the eneTUyi , After going alidut 

Gennaiiif watking^ oti the 

:d their w-eapdns aivd raised dteir haihis-r'In tlie woods 





A 7Stfa Dwsiori MP directs triifBc th)ough Remselieid 
nearby other prisoners were rounded up. Then with whistle screaming 





RtiioS of Wupi 


Mty M CerifjanyV Qnt4: faromis Rub 


v'dnce was iTiadfe by elements of tbe 9th Panzei- Division. Mines and 
antitank oljstacles etiriplaced along the eastern sector hindered! the ad- 


vance c>f the 310th irtfajttry. 

Wuppertal was the !arge.st city in the whole area. From miles arotind 
one could see tire towerviig .snidkestacks of its factories. Tt had heen 
Ixmahod many of its iiidustrial shyictures were still Stand- 

ing. Slave iabcirers swelled the city’s population to almost 400»000. 
Before the war & W'as noted Cor its silk, te.xtile, paper, coittOnv 
wood, maGhinery, chemical arid paper industries. Remscheid, five inile,s 
to the south, had a population of over 10t),000, most of whom had 
worked in llie tiio! and motor car parts factories— that is, before tlj^ 
fachmes were demolished bv fminhs. 

Ort April 15,. as all three regiments closed in on Wuppertal and its 
snlnirban areas, CJerman resistance, disintegrated. By the end of dre 
day Wuppertal was surroimded on three sides, 
in from tire west, the 3Vlth in the center past R 
3i0th waiting in the city’s easferrr saiburhs doiv tlm to entm- 
Remscheid and Ronsdorf Jell with hardly a sKof Effed m theit defehse. 
Even the telephone systeins rernained intact, With the operators 
still on dll tv. 

- j/ . . 

The 311 th Regiment’s Intelligence Officer picked up a phone and 
asked for Wuppertal’s mayor. He got hun. 

No, said the mayor, he couldn’t surrender the dty-. He had no au- 
thority! But hold the wire ^ ^ 

Then a Germaii colonel came to the plurne, .In a hrief diseiussion, he 
explained that he. did not have the antfiority to make the surrender. But 
the 311th officer was Uisistent. So a general eame to tire phone. It 
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turned out that since he was attached to ordnance, he was in charge of 
rear installations only. 

“Sorry,” he said, “but I do not have authority to surrender the city. 
But how about my surrendering? Will that do?” In fact the general 
oflFered to surrender his whole staflF. 

The American oflBcer explained the surrender procedure, what in- 
signia to use, the place and the time. Sure enough, right on time, the 
staff drove up in their sedans with white flags Hying. But Wuppertal 
had not yet fallen. 

Meanwhile, the prisoners kept piling in. One man from the 310th 
started out from Wuppertal with 68 prisoners. As he escorted his group 
down the road others kept pouring out of houses, woods and ravines to 
join his parade. Other units turned their prisoners over to him to take to 
the stockade. The “Pied Piper” finally reached the cage with over 1,200 
followers. 

The interrogators at Division prisoner-of-war cages had their hands 
full. The whole German Army seemed to be surrendering plus every- 
one else who ever wore a uniform and that meant practically every gov- 
ernment oflBcial. Sixteen thousand were estimated to have been in the 
prisoner-of-war cage the night of April 15 but an accmate count was 
impossible. The huge mob was surrounded by barbed wire. Guarding 
them were two MPs one with a submachine gun and the other with a 
carbine. Food had to be found for 16,000 extra men. The prisoners had 
to be moved out to the Army cages. Every truck going to the rear, 
every square inch of riding space, was utilized. The Division’s interro- 
gation teams worked furiously trying to sift out valuable information 
from the wealth of material they were accumulating. 

April 16 witnessed scenes too varied to describe, too bizarre to be- 
lieve. The all-powerful Wehrmacht had collapsed. It was a day which 
no 78th soldier will ever forget. 

All three regiments converged on Wuppertal, meeting scarcely any 
resistance as they entered the city from the west, south, and east. Tanks 
loaded down with Doughs rumbled through the streets. Liberated slave 
workers milled about cheering and shouting wildly. Some were cry- 
ing; some laughing. German civilians stared out of windows with 
expressions of bewilderment on their faces. The predominant color was 
white— white fiags, sheets, shirts— anything to indicate surrender. After 
seizure of the Wasser headwaters dam on the 11th, the 78th Reconnais- 
sance Troop had been patrolling and maintaining contact between ad- 
vance elements and rear troops and had brought in 2,326 prisoners, dur- 
ing the operation up to the 16th. 
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In the midst of it all whole companies of Germans shufBed along, 
searching for someone to whom they could surrender. Detached rem- 
nants of the beaten German Army stood on every comer, their hands 
clasped over their heads; their long overcoats crumpled and muddy. 
Vehicles of all descriptions, brimming with prisoners of war, slowly 
picked their way through the milling crowds. At one road junction a 
German MP was directing the congested traffic to the inclosure. 

There was occasional sniping and as a shot rang out, the crowds dis- 
persed in panic. Enraged Doughs would dash into the building to deal 
with the sniper and in no time the crowds would reappear. 

American soldiers tried vainly to maintain order. Each of them was 
surrounded by an excited group of foreign workers, thanking him for 
their liberation and plying him with questions. Now that the German 
government had collapsed, when could they go home? More important, 
who would feed them now? Before the end of the day, a German Army 
depot was discovered and here was found enough food supplies for 
eight days. Loudspeakers, mounted on trucks and tanks, informed the 
displaced persons that they would be fed and cared for. 

While some Doughs in reserve units, too exhausted to enjoy the vic- 
tory, sat up against the buildings and watched the crowds go by, long 
convoys of tanks, trucks, and jeeps worked their way through the streets, 
pushing northward out of Wuppertal. 

Later that day, the Division contacted elements of the 8th Infantry 
Division which had swung around to approach the 78th zone from the 
north. The 309th and 310th mopped up a few pockets of last-minute 
resistance while the 311th kept order in Wuppertal. Division head- 
quarters moved to Ronsdorf. Three days earlier the rear command 
post had moved to Gummersbach. The next day mopping up continued 
in by-passed areas. The Pocket with its 300,000 German defenders was 
now no more. 

In those eleven hectic days the 78th had advanced over fifty miles. 
During the operation 47,581 prisoners including seven general officers 
had been captured from the 3d Paratroop Division, 9th Panzer Division, 
11th Panzer Division, 12th Volksgrenadier Division, 62d Volksgrenadier 
Division, 183d Volksgrenadier Division, 353d Volksgrenadier Division 
and 363d Volksgrenadier Division and numerous miscellaneous units 
such as tank battalions, replacement battalions, combat schools, a snow- 
clearing company, a horse company, a barrage-balloon motor pool and 
police imits. The Division seized 120 square miles of territory. Large 
quantities of enemy equipment were captured or destroyed including 
17 self-propelled guns, 55 antiaircraft-antitank weapons, 43 artillery 
pieces, and 69 trucks as well as numerous supply dumps. 
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Si/J UGHTSIXG 

General Marshall m tlie report pre\TOU?ly ref erred to descsibed the 
sittiaSioD: ; ' : ' 

V^'hik- these exleieave operatiom ctniUiiuei the baitJe agaipst 

tlvr trapped Genn-aas in the Bohr. With the. Fifteenth Anny fioldiag the fact 

of the Focket along tlH: Rhine, and sfp^r ^MaVfofaritry of tlUf Kinth and First 
Annies drtv-iag in ftom the north, east, anti the fomiidable eneasy forces 

were crushed in just IS days. .More prisoners w.ere taken ia this 

tmifjue vTctoiy, v'Oii far behind otn for^hJ pOSition^^ and .sajuaieJy astride our 
iiiies of eommnnication. 

Od April IS; after 128 successive days of combat the 7Sth Divtsioa, 
its Bulir Pocket mission successfully completed, was taken out of the Idje 
for a well earned rest, B ut it was not a rest for ever^’ODe, Quartermaster 
personnel w'orked without pause to increase tlie supplies to the combat 
units and to make up shortages incurretl in battle. In additioa to their 
routine tasks, track drh’ers were busily engaged hauling the 78th*s toll " 
of prisoners to the rear and taking Lightning men to the First Army 
rest and pass ar^is. The break-neck race through the Pocket was A , 
strain on equipment too. Many weapons and vehicles liad to be .ser- 
viced and overhauled by' the men of Ordnmicc Company. w 
tlie rneaniug of rest for men in the service units. Nine days later the 
great link-up came. First Army patrols met Red Army troops east of 
the Elbe River. On May 7 GerniaHy surrendered unconditionaTly. the 
.surrender docuincnts lieing signed at Rheim.s, France. 

The war in Europe was overj 
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CHAPTER 8 


OCCUPATION 

Following the completion of this mission, which was to be its last 
in combat, the 78th Division withdrew from the Ruhr area on April 18 
and moved south to occupy approximately 3,600 square miles of Ger- 
man countryside surrounding Dillenburg, where the Division command 
post was established. The mission of the Division was to regroup, refit 
and provide security for First Army lines of communication and rear- 
area installations, such as supply depots, PW camps, and displaced 
persons camps. At the same time the Division was placed directly 
under First Army control and detached from the XVIII Airborne Corps. 

All German supply and ammunition depots in the Division area were 
guarded. Munitions, armament and other war-production plants were 
seized and closed to production. 

Control of the German civilian population was included in the mis- 
sion of the Division. Curfew hours for civilians were established and 
civilians were restricted to the Kreis, or county, in which they resided. 
Civilian possession of any weapon was prohibited. The inhabitants of 
approximately 1,350 towns in the Division area were screened and all 
wooded areas were searched to apprehend persons without proper 
credentials and those who might threaten security. In many instances 
it was found that soldiers of the German Army had assumed civilian 
status and clothing in an attempt to evade capture. These persons, to- 
gether with high ranking members of the Nazi Party, were arrested and 
interned. 

For the first time since its commitment to action in December, the 
Lightning Division was able to relax in relative comfort. Although 
there had been passes to Paris, Brussels and other cities, days at the 
Division rest center, and periods when units were withdrawn from the 
line for a well earned rest, the 78th Division had been in continuous 
contact with the enemy since December 12, 1944. Now, Lightning 
soldiers lived in houses ranging from castles to farmhouses. In some 
instances aU modern conveniences were not available but it was warm 
and dry, and the ingenuity of the American soldier provided many 
added attractions. Recreational facilities were constructed and men 
were encouraged to participate in athletics. The PRO section resinned 
publication of Lightning, the Division weekly newspaper. 

In addition to fulfilling its security mission, the Division conducted 
an intensive training program. The 78th Lightning Division was pre- 
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paring itself for a possible move to another theater to help finish the 
war against Japan. 

With VE-day came a sense of relief. It was hard to believe that the 
war which had ravaged Europe for six years was at last ended. The 
men of the 78th Infantry Division had well earned their feeling of pride 
which follows a job well done. The achievements of Lightning men at 
Kestemich, Schmidt, Schwammenauel Dam, Remagen, the Ruhr Pocket, 
and a hundred and one other places, less prominent in name, had im- 
measurably hastened the collapse of the once mighty German Wehr- 
macht. 

But the war in the Pacific was not yet won, and after a day of victory 
celebration, officers and men turned to the task of preparing for further 
combat with Japan. This included platoon and company combat exer- 
cises, night problems and range work. Particular emphasis was placed 
on jungle fighting, the Japanese Army, and Japanese methods of war- 
fare. 

Now unit censorship was discontinued, to the delight of each soldier 
and to the unrestrained joy of each unit censor. While a limited number 
of topics were restricted, soldiers were free to discuss their locations 
and to write home details of past operations. On May 8 the Division 
was attached to the XIX Corps of the Ninth Army. 

Later the Division area was changed and troops were redisposed to 
occupy and govern the German province of Kurhessen. On May 14 the 
Division command post was moved to Bad Wildungen. Here, together 
with the mission of security, the Division was responsible for the ad- 
ministration of the military government of the province. Control of 
civilians by means of curfew, patrols and check points continued. In 
addition, prisoner-of-war discharge centers were set up and operated 
by Division personnel. At these centers former members of the Wehr- 
macht were screened and those found eligible were discharged. 

In June, Brig. Gen. John K. Rice, Assistant Division Commander, 
who had been with the 78th from the fall of 1943, left the Division to 
return to the United States and take command of Camp McCoy, Wis- 
consin. Succeeding General Rice, Col. John C. MacDonald, com- 
mander of the 4th Cavalry Group, was designated Assistant Division 
Commander and joined the Division at Bad Wildungen. 

The future of the Division at this time was uncertain and provided 
a favorite topic of conversation. “Will we go home?” “Will we stay 
here?” “Will we be deactivated?” “Will we go to the Pacific?” Finally 
in June it was announced by higher headquarters that the 78th Division 
had been designated as Category II, scheduled for return to the United 
States with the possibility of going to the Pacific Theater. 
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In July the Division concentrated to undertake intensive training for 
employment in the Pacific Theater. All elements were moved into 
Kreise Wolfhagen and Hofgeismar, with Division headquarters in the 
town of Hofgeismar. Specialists schools were inaugurated within the 
Division and men were sent to intelligence schools, where they received 
detailed instructions regarding Japanese tactics and order of battle. 

At the same time the Army Information and Education program was 
instituted, providing men with the opportunity to further their educa- 
tion while serving in the Army. Textbooks for self- teaching courses 
covering a wide variety of subjects and organized classes with qualified 
instructors were made available to personnel. 

Pass quotas were increased, affording more men the opportunity of 
visiting Paris, Brussels, the French Riviera, the United Kingdom and, 
later, Switzerland. 

Battalion and regimental baseball teams were organized and inter- 
battalion and inter-regimental games were played, for Division cham- 
pionship. Rifle teams were also organized and competitive shooting 
matches were held. 

As the Army redeployment program went into effect Lightning men 
and officers with eighty-five points or more were returned to the United 
States for discharge. The Army newspaper Stars and Stripes was eagerly 
scanned each day for late news concerning redeployment, lowering of 
required points, and shipping news. Rumors concerning redeployment 
were rife and rumormongers had a field day. 

In late July the Division was attached to the XXIII Corps of the 
Seventh Army, and participated in Operation Tallyho. During this op- 
eration, all civilian traffic was frozen and civilians were not permitted 
to leave their respective homes. A thorough search was made for con- 
traband and evidence of black-market activities and the credentials of 
every civilian were examined. In the area of the 78th Division approxi- 
mately 83,000 civilians were screened and over 900 were detained for 
lack of proper credentials. Only a limited amount of contraband and no 
evidence of an organized black market were discovered. 

Check raids, on a smaller scale, were conducted by companies and bat- 
talions of the Division during the occupation of Kreise Hofgeismar and 
Wolfhagen. During these raids soldiers of the Lightning Division made 
a meticulous house-to-house search of the area. Preparations for such 
operations were secret in order that maximum surprise might be ob- 
tained. The startled expressions on the faces of many German citizens, 
awakened in the cold grey of morning by a squad of Lightning men, 
indicated that surprise could not have been more complete. 

Besides German civilians and prisoners of war, there was another 
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dusty road were all but getting the better of them. “Migawd,” one said to 
another, “he’s the first general I ever saw who could walk your shoes off.” 

It was like that in all things. ‘The General” played volleyball until the 
average man was blue in the face. He went over the obstacle coiurse, played 
softball and touch football. In other words, ‘The General” did the things he 
asked his oflBcers to do and saw to it that his officers did the things required 
of his enlisted men. 

“The General”— Edwin P. Parker, Jr.— put his heart and soul in the 
Lightning Division the day it was entrusted to him by the War Department. 
Any man who ever wore our famed patch can say in honesty that the 78th 
and General Parker are one and the same. No one man was ever more respon- 
sible for the success of a unit than General Parker. And no man has been less 
willing to accept that credit than General Parker. 

Through two years of hard work in the States, the General was the strong, 
guiding force. Time and again he was forced to give up the fine men he, his 
officers and noncommissioned officers had trained. Lightning-trained men 
helped to win the war in all theaters of operations. 

'The importance of ‘The Team” was a sort of military religion with General 
Parker. He sought “teamplay” throughout training, tluoughout combat and 
after combat. This was in no small part the foundation of the greatness which 
the 78th achieved in combat. 

In saying farewell to his unit commanders and his staff, the General ex- 
pressed one of his principles which is a reflection of the honesty and greatness 
of the individual: “Honors which I have received, I wear because of the 78th 
and the men of the 78th. My earnest advice to you is never forget yom men.” 
The General never forgot his men. He made every effort to get them the 
maximum of everything— in combat and in training. During combat he went 
to the forward CPs with the two stars shining out of his vehicle. To many, 
it seemed as though that was asking for it. But the General was going to see 
his men. 

For the brilliant work General Parker has done, and as he would have it, 
for the work all of you have done, he has been named XXIII Corps com- 
mander. 

Succeeding General Parker was Maj. Gen. Ray W. Barker, formerly 
of Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Force. 

In late September it was announced that the 78th would shortly move 
to Berlin as an occupational force and preparation for the move was 
undertaken. 

Subsequently the 311th Combat Team was designated to occupy the 
all-important port of Bremen and the enclave area thereabout which 
included Bremerhaven. 

Thus the 78th Lightning Infantry Division, which had established 
for itself an outstanding record throughout training, maneuvers and 
combat, received the honor of becoming, in Berlin, capital city, and in 
Bremen, first port of the once mighty Reich, the representative occupa- 
tion force of the United States Army. 
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The fortitude^ daring and sacrifice of these men wUl ever remain an itispiration 


Abbott, Arthur D. Jr. 

Pfe 

Abraham, Irwin 

Pfe 

Abraham, Kusscll E. 

Pvt 

Abramczyk, Henry M. 

Sgt 

Acker, Eugene H. 

Pvt 

Adams, Manley D. Jr. 

Pfe 

Adcock, C. A. 

Pfe 

Adcock, Elbert M. 

T/S 

Akin, Robert E. 

Pfe 

Alamo, Thomas E. 

Sgt 

Alexander, J. R. 

Pvt 

Aliani, Dominick J. 

Sgt 

Allabaugh, Donabl J. 

S/Sgt 

Allan, Kenneth K. 

2d Lt 

Allen, Donald L. 

Pfe 

Allen, Willard J. Jr. 

Pvt 

Alo, Anthony J. 

Pfe 

Altfather, Nevin C. 

Pfe 

Amoroso, Carmelo T. 

Pfe 

Anderson, Deyr ell C. 

Pfe 

Anderson, Raymond E. 

Pvt 

Anderson, Robert D. 

S/Sgt 

Anderson, Robert G. 

Pfe 

Anderson, Rudolph A. 

Pvt 

Andes, John H. 

Pfe 

Antol, Frank 

T/5 

Applin, Archie A. M. 

Pfe 

Aronson, Edward 

Pfe 

Ashley, Garland G. 

T/5 

Aulenbach, William B. 

1st Sgt 

Aureli, Angelo A. 

Pfe 

Austin, William D. 

S/Sgt 

Axelrod, Seymour M. 

Pfe 

Ayers, Bernard L. 

Pfe 

Azario, Ottavio 

Pfe 

Baeckl, Howard J. 

Pfe 

Bailey, Herbert P. 

Pfe 

Baisey. Dillard B. Jr. 

Pfe 

Baker, Orville A. 

Pfe 

Baker, William If. Jr. 

Pfe 

Ball, George W. 

Capt 

Ball, James I.. 

Pvt 

Ballinger, W’^illis A. 

Pfe 

Bane, John B. 

Pfe 

Barata, Donald G. 

Pfe 

Barbee, Sam S. 

Pfe 

Barebo, Champion C. 

Sgt 

Barefield, James A. 

Pfe 

Barga, ^larvin J. 

S/Sgt 

Barker, William J. 

Pfe 

Barksdale, Harry K. 

Pfe 

Barnes, George E. 

Pvt 

Barnes, Richard E. 

Pvt 

Barnett, Bernard 

T/5 

Barrick, Robert E. 

Pfe 

Barrick, Russell 

T/Sgt 

Barron, Joseph J. 

Cpl 

Barry, John W. 

S/Sgt 

Barter, Maurice H. Jr. 

T/5 

Barthel, Robert E. 

Pfe 

Bartolotta, Settino F. 

Pfe 

Barton, Charles F. 

Pfe 

Barton, Richard L. 

Pfe 

Basalyga, Walter 

Sgt 

Base, Millard B. 

Pfe 

Bastuk, Nick 

T/5 

Baylcs, Marion E. Jr. 

Pfe 

Bean, Arthur J. 

Pfe 

Beardslee, Ray M. 

Pfe 

Beaver, Floyd A. 

Pfe 

Beck, WiUiam U. Jr. 

Sgt 

Beeler, Donald M. 

Pfe 

Beethcr, Mitchell 

Pfe 

Behrends, Richard A. 

Pvt 

Beidel, Paul H. 

Pfe 

Beideman, George W. 

Pvt 


* Missing in Action. 


Bell, Jay 

T/4 

Bembow, William V. 

Cpl 

Bencohen, Gideon 

Pfe 

Benjamin, Russell C. 

Pfe 

Benn, Harry C. 

Pfe 

Bennett, LeRoy E. 

Pfe 

Bennett, Lloyd S. 

Pvt 

Bennett, Ross 

Pvt 

Bennett, Sydney F. 

Sgt 

Bennett, Thomas F. 

Pfe 

Berger, Normund F. 

Pfe 

Berggren, Kenneth R. 

Pfe 

Berkebilc, Willard W. 

Pvt 

Bcrnardini, Albert 

S/Sgt 

Bernstein, Phillip 

1st Lt 

Berry, Carl C. 

Pfe 

Berry, Charles J. 

Pfe 

Berry, William C. 

Pfe 

Besner, Truman G. 

Pfe 

Bestul, Luther J. 

Sgt 

Bettencourt, Americus P. 

Pvt 

Bevilacqua, Alfonso J. 

S/Sgt 

Biederman, Carl A.* 

S/Sgt 

Bierman, Russell F. 

Sgt 

Bigbee, Fred J. 

Cpl 

Bigos, Walter F. 

Pvt 

Bildcrback, Bobbie J. 

Pfe 

Bilowich, John 

T/5 

Bindreiff, Laurence W. 

Pvt 

Birch, William J. 

Pvt 

Bishop, Horace H. 

Pfe 

Bishop, Houston 

S/Sgt 

Bitterman, Frederick D. 

Pfe 

Bizzoco, Angelo R. 

Pfe 

Black Edward H. 

Sgt 

Black, Harold VV. 

T/4 

Black, Seymour 

Pfe 

Black, Wilford M. 

Pfe 

Blackwell, Claude 

S/Sgt 

Blackwell, Howard R. 

Pfe 

Blain, Robert R. 

2d Lt 

Blake, Wallace E. 

Pvt 

Blanchard, Ovelo T. 

Pfe 

Blankenship, Connar A. 

Pfe 

Blatnick, Anthony 

Pfe 

Blinks, David A. 

Pvt 

Blitz, Philip 

T/5 

Blitzcr, Morris 

S/Sgt 

Blum, Jack 

2d Lt 

Blunk, Richard R. 

Pfe 

Boarman, James N. 

T/4 

Bobb, Virgil F. 

2dLt 

Bocanclli, Fred J. 

S/Sgt 

Bocknek. Harvey 

Cpl 

Bogan, John E. 

Pfe 

Boggs, Ruby C. Jr. 

S/Sgt 

Bogumil, Norman A. 

Pfe 

Boman, Lynn E. 

Pfe 

Bone, James H. 

Pvt 

Bonin, Clarence E. 

Pfe 

Bonner, James R. 

Capt 

Bonsignore, Sol 

Pfe 

Boore, Milton P. 

T/4 

Borcherding, Vernon L. 

Pvt 

Borden, Paul L. Jr. 

1st Lt 

Borish, Hyman A. 

Pfe 

Bornstein, Harry M. 

Pfe 

Borregginc, Paul J. 

Pfe 

Boseman, Harold R. 

Pvt 

Boshell, William H. 

Pfe 

Bostard, George R. Sr. 

Pfe 

Boucher, Armand S. 

Pvt 

Bouffard, Edward J. 

Pfe 

Bowden, Paul E. 

Pfe 

Bowers, Robert W. 

Pfe 

Bowman, James K. 

Capt 

Boyer, Arlan A. 

Pvt 


Bo>*es. Robert G. 

2dLt 

Bozochovic, Eld ward J. 

Pvt 

Bozzarcllo, Attilio J. 

Pvt 

Brackcr, Don C. M. 

2dLt 

Bradburry, Winston V. 

T/4 

Bradley, Frederick P. 

Pfe 

Brammer, Thomas E, 

Pvt 

Branck, Joseph 
Brandenburg, Calvin C. 

' S/Sgt 
T/5 

Branson, Thomas G. 

Pfe 

Breitmcycr, Hazen 

Pvt 

Brey, Kenneth W. 
Bright, Thomas G. 

Capt 

Brinegar, Elmer 

Brocl^ell, Paul H. 

Sgt 

Brody, Calvin S. 

Pfe 

Bromley, Charles W. 

Pvt 

Bronson, Lindley 

Pvt 

Brookman, Robert P. 

Pfe 

Brooks, Sturme W. 

Pfe 

Brown, Alexander G. 

Pvt 

Brown, Andrew 

Sgt 

Brown, Donald R. 

S/Sgt 

Brown, Ernest S. 

S/Sgt 

Brown, Eugene 

Pfe 

Brown, John VV^ 

Pfe 

Brown, Nicholas V. 

Pfe 

Brown, Paul E. 

Pfe 

Brown, William H. 

Pfe 

Browne, Addison B. 

Pvt 

Bruce, Elza E. 

Pfe 

Bryan, Harold W. 

Pvt 

Buccigrossi, Anthony R. 

Pfe 

Buchanan, Gordon R. 

Pfe 

Buchanan, Harry R. 

Pvt 

Buckles, Arthur C. 

Pfe 

Buckley, Gerald F. 
Buell, Theodore R. 

Sgt 

T/Sgt 

Budden, Burrell B. 

2d Lt 

Bullock, Thoma.s W. 

Sgt 

Burbach, Harold J. 

T/5 

Burden, James R. 

Pfe 

Burdick, Eugene F. 

1st Lt 

Burgren, William A. Jr. 

Pvt 

Burgo, Vincent 

Pfe 

Burkardt, Robert B. 

S/Sgt 

Burkey, Albert R.* 

Pvt 

Burley, Wilson L. Jr. 

LtCol 

Burnett, Albert 

S/Sgt 

Burnham, John T. Jr. 

Sgt 

Burnham, Orland N. 

T/5 

Burnor, Henry W. Jr. 

Pfe 

Burns, Jack L. 

Pfe 

Burns, James R. 

2d Lt 

Burruel, Carlos Y. 

Pfe 

Burson, Joe W. 

Pvt 

Bushey, Charles E. 

Pvt 

Butera, Charles J. 

Pfe 

Butkowski, John S. 

Pfe 

Byrnes, Jerrold W. 

T/5 

Cady, Marshall E. 

Pfe 

Cafarella, Felix .\. 

Pfe 

Cahill, Lee M. 

1st Lt 

Cahow, Robert T.* 

Pfe 

Caldwell, James 

S/Sgt 

Callio, Charles Jr. 

Pvt 

Cameron, Adrian R. 

Pfe 

Camp, Francisco 

Pfe 

CampagBonl, Arthur D. 

Pvt 

Campl>ell, Cortlandt G. 

Sgt 

Canci, Anthony A. 

Pfe 

Cannizzo, Charles 

Pfe 

Carbine Leroy A. 

Pfe 

Carlberg, Robert K 

Pvt 

Carlson, Frank L. 

M/Sgt 

Carlson, Sivert J. 

Sgt 
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Canuthan, Newvaughn 

T/S 

Craven, Verona 

Pvt 

Douglas, Lowell V. 

T/5 

Garner, Carl C. 

2d Lt 

Crawford, Herman L. 

Pfe 

Douthit, Edward E. 

2d Lt 

Carolan, Paul E.* 

Pvt 

Crawford, Glenn A. 

Pfe 

Dowell, James R. 

Pf( 

Carr, Gerald C. 

T/Sgt 

Crawford, Otis B. Jr. 

Pfe 

Doyle, Thomas P. 

T/5 

Carr, Samuel H. 

Pfe 

Creety, Edmond P. 

Pvt 

Doyle. Willie M. 

Pfe 

Carroll. Milton R. 

S/Sgt 

Creger, Waymon 1.. Tr. 

Pvt 

Doyon, Gerard J. 

Sgt 

Carrothers, Ralph C. 

Sgt 

Creps, Robert J. 

Pfe 

Driscoll, Gordon A. 

S/Sgt 

Carter, Dehlmain J. 

S/Sgt 

Crittendon, Arlic 

Pfe 

Driskell, Regis H. 

Sgt 

Carter, Edward M. 

Srt 

Crowe, Francis X. 

Sgt 

Dristas, James L. 

T/5 

Carter, Joe 

pfe 

Cudnik, Michael R. 

Pfe 

Drosd, Jerome I. 

Pfe 

Carver, John F. 

Pfe 

Culling, Arthur F. Jr. 

Pfe 

Dudek, Edward H. 

Cpl 

Carver, Robert O. 

Sgt 

Culver, George S. 

Sgt 

Duffy, John C. 

Sgt 

Carver, Wilson A. 

Pvt 

Gumming, Robert F. 

Pvt 

Dunlap, Mervle R. 

Pvt 

Carwile* John L. 

Pvt 

Curtis, Kingsley 

Pfe 

Dunlap, Riley W. Jr. 

Pfe 

Casatq. Mario A. 

Sgt 



Dunne, Edward V. 

Pfe 

Cass, Robert T. 

Sgt 

Dabbs, Julius L. 

Pfe 

Dupuis, Henry P. 

2d Lt 

Casselman, William W. 

P?c 

Dabbs, Laurence R. 

Pvt 

Durak, John J. 

Pvt 

Castellanos, Bartholme 

Pfe 

Dabney ^^Villiam R. Jr.* 

1st Lt 

D'Urbano, Dominick D. 

Pfe 

Catlin, Elmer W. 

Sgt 

Dailey, Daniel G. 

Pfe 

Dvorak, James F, 

Pfe 

Caylor, Frank H. Jr. 

Pfe 

Dailey, John I. 

Pvt 

Dykes, John F. 

Cpl 

Chadwick, William A. 

Pvt 

Dale. Daniel W. 

Sgt 

Dykstra, Ervin L. 


Chamberlain, Howard E. 

Sgt 

Dale, Wayne W. 

Pvt 

Dziepak, Henry J. 

Cpl 

Chamberland, Roland 

Pvt 

Daley, James F. 

Pfe 



Chapman, Garnett G. 

Pfe 

Dalton, Glenn 0. 

Pfe 

• Eagen, Marshall J. 

Pfe 

Chapman, Melvin E. 

Pfe 

Daneker, Charles W.* 

Pvt 

Earle, Fred R. 

2d Lt 

Chapman, Paul L. 

S/Sgt 

Daugherty, Bruce B. 

Pvt 

Earles, Herman D. 

Cpl 

Chappel, Hubert W. 

Pfe 

Davenport, James H. 

Sgt 

Edelstein, Robert H. 

Pfe 

Charles, Henry M. 

T/5 

Davenport, Thomas F. 

pfe 

Edens, James E. Jr. 

Pfe 

Charles, Sam J. 

Pfe 

David, Robert G. 

T/Sgt 

Edgin, James W. 

Sgt 

Chastain, Waymon 

Pfe 

Davies, James E. 

1st Lt 

Edwards, Arthur J. 

Pvt 

Cheek, D. C. 

S/Sgt 

Davis, Borden D. 

S/Sgt 

Edwards, Larry E. 

Pfe 

Cherry, Elvis E. 

Pvt 

Davis, Eugene R. 

Pfe 

Effenger, Gerald F. 

Pfe 

Cherry, Richard C. 

Pfe 

Davis, Jack T. 

S/Sgt 

Eichelberger, Earl E. 

Pfe 

Chiaramonte, Anthony J. 

Pvt 

Davis, James L. 

Pvt 

Ellinger, George A. 

Srt 

Chiljian, Masis G. 

Pfe 

Davis, Lowman R. 

Pfe 

Ellis, William J. 

1st Lt 

Chin, Bok H. 

Pvt 

Davis, Robert E. 

Pvt 

El well, Norel E. 

Sgt 

Chodynicky, Eklward J. 

Sgt 

Davis, William C. 

T/Sgt 

Engle, Charles D. 

T/Sgt 

Christenson, Albert 

Pfe 

Davison, Edward G. 

Pfe 

Erickson, Harold A. 

S/Sgt 

Christianson, Charles 11. 

Pvt 

Davy, Hilton L. 

Pfe 

Estus, Theodore R. 

Pfe 

Christmam Robert E. 

Pfe 

Dawkins, Edgar J. 

Pfe 

Etter, Paul L. 

Pfe 

Cicatelli, Domenick P. 

Pfe 

Day, Rol^rt 

Pfe 

Evanchuck, Paul 

Pfe 

Cieminski, Kenneth J. 

Pfe 

Dean, John H. 

Pfe 

Evans, Bill W. 

Pvt 

Cirella, Carmelo L. 

T/Sgt 

DeBella, Coshno 

Pfe 

Evans, Charles R. 

Pfe 

Cisar, Earl H. 

Pfe 

DeBoer, Quentin A. 

Sgt 

Exline, Robert R. Jr. 

Pfe 

Civiello, James F. 

S/Sgt 

DeBold, Joseph R. 

Cpl 



Civils, Albert J. 

Cpl 

DeFrancisco, Patrick T. 

Pfe 

Fanshier, Thomas C. 

Pfe 

Claasen, Herbert L. 

pfe 

DcGraff. Harold J. 

Sgt 

Farmer, Robert B. 

Pfe 

Clark, Ray S. 

Pfe 

DeGraffcnreid, Billy J. 

Pvt 

Farrah, Hasib A, 

Cpl 

Clark, Alonzo L. 

Pfe 

DeLaCruz, Jose 

Pfe 

Farrell, Bernard J. 

pfe 

Clayton, Richard F. 

S/Sgt 

Delassandro, Leonard J. 

Sgt 

Farrell, William J. 

S/Sgt 

Clements, Harold W. 

T/Sgt 

DeLeon, Agapito Jr. 

Pfe 

Farris, Alphonse 

Pvt 

Cline, Douglas W. 

Sgt 

DcT-oach, Robert M. 

T/5 

Fattoruso, .\nthony C. 

Pfe 

Clolinger, Jack 

Pfe 

Delozier, Wilfred H. 

Pvt 

Faust, Robert F. 

Pfe 

Clothier, Bill E. 

1st Lt 

Delsipce, Harold J, 

1st Lt 

Fawcett, Fred W. 

Pfe 

Coffey, James J. 

Cpl 

DeMaranville, Kerby C. 

Pfe 

Feinberg, Bernard 

Pvt 

Cogliandro, Philip F. 

Pvt 

Dempfle, Francis N.* 

Pfe 

Fcinberg, Morris 

Pvt 

Cohen, Aaron A. 

Cpl 

Dempsey, Jack 

Pfe 

Feinstein, Jerome 

Sgt 

Coldwell, Frank H. 

S/S^ 

Demski, Harold F. 

Pvt 

Felch, Harry J. Jr. 

Pfe 

Coleman, Marvis L. 

Pvt 

Devietro, Gerald J. 

Pfe 

Feldman, (ieraM 

Pfe 

Collins, Robert W, 

S/Sgt 

Deweese, Charley R. Jr. 

Pfe 

Feldman. Myer 

Pfe 

Collins. Sidney L. 

Pfe 

Deyton, Paul F. 

Pfe 

Kcraco, Patsy .‘n. 

Pfe 

Cclter, Robert A. 

Pvt 

Dlialle, Charles I.. 

Pvt 

I'errara, Eugene 

T/4 

Columbus, George C. 

Sgt 

Dickm.an, Marvin A. 

Pvt 

Ferron. Robert 1*^ 

Pfe 

Compton, William E. 

Pfe 

Dickson, Arthur L. 

Pvt 

Ferrucci, Frank V. 

Pfe 

Connell, Herman E. Jr. 

Pfe 

Dieter, Ferdinand C,. 

Pfe 

I' icht, Henry C. 

T/5 

Conn, Henry A. 

Pvt 

Dilbert. William F. 

Pvt 

Field, Elmer 

Pfe 

Conrad, Frank 

Pfe 

Diller, Harold H. 

Cpl 

Field. Robert W. 

2d Lt 

Cook, Floyd W. 

T/5 

Dingman. Elarl 0. 

Pfe 

l igus, Ir\in B. 

Pfe 

Cook, Marcel B.* 

Sgt 

Digh, Paul C.* 

Pvt 

Fillingim, Harry T. 

Pfe 

Cook, Robert E. 

T/4 

Dively, Harland C. 

Pfe 

Fiorello, Michael F\ 

Pfe 

Cook, Walter C. 

T/5 

Dixon, Floyd C. 

S/Sgt 

Fischer, John R. 

Pfe 

Cooley, William R. 

Pfe 

Dixon, George R. 

Pvt 

Fischer, Robert J. 

Pvt 

Coon, Francis E. 

Pfe 

Dlugosz, Edward W. 

Pfe 

Fishburn, Donald D. 

S/Sgt 

Cooper, Dwight E. 

Pvt 

Doan, Edward S. 

Sgt 

Fisher, Carl F. 

Sgt 

Corbin, William A. 

T/5 

Dobbs, Milton S. 

T/Sgt 

Fisher, Harold R. 

Sgt 

Coss, John R. 

Pfe 

Dober. Earl 

T/5 

FitzGerrell, Robert J. 

T/Sgt 

Couchman, Robert W. 

S/Sgt 

Dobosh, .Andrew 

T/5 

Fitzpatrick, David B. 

Pfe 

Coughlin, Robert P, 

Pfe 

Dobson, James L. 

Pvt 

Flanagan, Ernest L. Jr.* 

Sgt 

Courand, Peter J. 

Pfe 

Dohl, William H. 

Pvt 

Fleegle, Charles L. 

Pfe 

Covert, Wallace A. 

S/Sgt 

Dollard, Bill L. 

Pfe 

Fleury, Charles L. 

Sat 

Covington, Louis J. 

S/Sgt 

Dombrowski, Walter J. 

T/5 

Flick, John L. 

Pfe 

Cox, James C. 

Pvt 

Donahue, Charles P. 

Pvt 

Fliss, Joseph X. 

T/4 

Cox, Lionel R. 

S/Sgt 

Dohn, Tames B. 

Pvt 

Flores, Delfino C. 

S/Sgt 

Cox, Robert M. 

Cj)l 

Dcttl, John E. 

Pvt 

F”oister, James L. 

Pfe 

Coyle, William J. 

2d Lt 

Doty. George B. 

T/Sgt 

Foley, William E. 

Pfe 

C rane, David L. 

Pvt 

Doty, Robert E.^ 

S/Sgt 

Fontaine, Albert S. 

Pvt 

Crane, Ira J. 

Pvt 

Douberly, Marvin 

S/Sgt 

F'oral, George J. Sr. 

Sgt 

Crates, William C. 

Pfe 

Doughty, William B. 

Cpl 

Forbes, James R. 

2d Lt 
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LIGHTNING 


Jordan, James M. 

Pfe 

Lanibiase, David Jr.* 

Pvt 

Martwig, George W. 

Pfe 

Jordan, Kayle K. 

Pfe 

Lamoreaux, A1 

Sgt 

Maskell, John Jr. 

Pfe 

Jordan, Venable V. 

Pfe 

Lancaster, Raymond F. 

T/5 

Massicotte* Walter J. 

Pvt 

Jordan, William A. 

S/Sgt 

Landes, Margel S. 

Pvt 

Masters, Harold S. 

S/Sgt 

Jorgensen, Frederick E. 

Pvt 

Landry, Brian R. 

Pvt 

Mathews, Clanton G. 

Pfe 

Judy, Marvin D. 

Pfe 

Lane* Frank 

Pfe 

Mathias, Carl H. 

Pvt 



Langdon, Roy W. 

Pvt 

Matson, Roland E. 

1st Lt 

Kachoian, Ja^er 

Pfe 

Lanifero, Fdix M. 

Pvt 

Matta, Charles V. 

Pfe 

Kacucewicz. Stanley 

1st Lt 

f^nn, George Y. Jr. 

Pvt 

Matthews, Herbert R. 

Pfe 

Kalenski, Stanley S. 

Pvt 

Lapin, Saul 

Pvt 

Mattis, LcRoy W. 

Pfe 

Kallenberger, Edward* 

Pfe 

Larsen, William G. 

Pvt 

.Mayer, Charles 

Pvt 

Kallevig, Alvin 0. 

Pvt 

Larzelere, Charles W. 

Pvt 

McAfee, Felton D. 

Pfe 

Kampler, Bernard 

Pvt 

Lash, Luther E. Sr. 

Pvt 

McAllister, Clarence W. 

2d Lt 

Kaser, Melvin F. 

Pfe 

Lau, Hong F. 

Pfe 

McAteer, Raymond D. 

Pfe 

Kasper, Raymond A. 

S/Sgt 

Lautanen, Ramon L. 

Pvt 

McBrayer/William G. 

Pvt 

Kasten, Earl J.* 

Sgt 

Lauterbach, Sebastian P. Jr. 

Pvt 

McBride, Dewaine J. 

S/Sgt 

Kaufman, Philip G. 

Pfe 

Lavoie, Paul M. 

Pfe 

McBride, Eugene G. 

Sgt 

Keating, Arnold T. 

Sgt 

Lawrence, Barton R. 

Cpl 

McBroom, Robert O. 

Pfe 

Keeling, Max D. 

Pvt 

Lawson, Harold J. 

Pfe 

McCabe, Duane A. 

Sgt 

Keith, Harris M. 

Pfe 

l.ea, John A. 

Pvt 

McCall, John H. 

Pfe 

Keith, Troy E. 

Pfe 

Le<lerer, Henry W. 

Pfe 

McCarthy, Joseph B. 

Pfe 

Keller, James E. 

Pfe 

Lee, John W. Jr. 

Pfe 

McCormick, Francis X. 

Pfe 

Kelley, John E. 

Pvt 

Leff, Jerome 

Pvt 

McCauley, Paul C. 

Pfe 

Kelley, Jonah E. 

S/Sgt 

Lemon, Gordon H. 

Pfe 

McClear, Donald J. 

Pfe 

Kelley, Richard W. 

2d Lt 

Lemons, Merlin J. 

Pfe 

McClellan, Frank A. 

Pfe 

Kellogg, Jack E. 

Pfe 

Leneham, Robert J. 

S/Sgt 

McCombie, Claude J. 

Pvt 

Kellum, William F. 

Pvt 

Lenz, Charles S. 

Pvt 

McConihay, Emmons P. 

Pfe 

Kelsh, Carroll E. 

Pfe 

Leon, Robert K. 

Pvt 

McCoy, Craig D. 

Pvt 

Keramerer, Vernon L. Jr. 

Sgt 

Lester, John E. 

2d Lt 

McCoy, Virgil E. 

Pfe 

Kempf, Theodore 

Pfe 

r.etsos, John M. 

Pfe 

McCracken, Allen C. 

Pfe 

Kennedy, Bennett K. 

Pfe 

LeVan, Daniel 

Pvt 

McCray, Martin L. 

Pfe 

Kenner, John L. 

Pvt 

Lewandowski, Leo Jr. 

Pfe 

McCue, Donald P. 

Pfe 

Kenney, Douglas C. 

Pvt 

Lewis, Byron C. 

Pfe 

McCurdy, Horace M. 

Pvt 

Kerley, James T. 

Pfe 

Lewis, Marvin L. 

Pfe 

McDermott, Rodney J. 

Pfe 

Kershaw, Robert E. 

T/S 

Lewis, Robert Y. Jr. 

Sgt 

McDonough, John E. 

2dLt 

Kessing, Robert J. 

Pvt 

Idedl, William G. 

Pvt 

McElhatten, Harold L. 

Sgt 

Kester, Paul H. 

Pfe 

Limerick, Leonard L. 

Pfe 

McElhenny, Roy R. Jr. 

Pvt 

Kietzman, Frederick \\\ 

Cpl 

Lincoln, Andrew E. 

Pvt 

McGarrigle, Cornelius X. 

Jr. Pfe 

Kiggins, Wayne D. 

Pfe 

Lindahl. Glen E. 

Sgt 

McGirr, Russell B. 

S/Sgt 

Kilburn, Stanton J. 

S/Sgt 

Lindenthaler, Corlies J. 

Sgt 

McGortey, James R. 

S/Sgt 

Kilian, Edwin A. 

T/Sgt 

Linderman, George O. 

Pvt 

McGough, Robert F. 

Pfe 

Killam, Leonard G. Jr.* 

Cpl 

Lindsey, Hermon L. 

T/Sgt 

McGregor, Julius S. 

1st Lt 

Kilyk, Stephen 

Pvt 

Lineberry, Eugene E. 

Pfe 

McGrew, William A. 

Pfe 

King, Edward J. Jr. 

T/Sgt 

Linkiewicz, Charles A. 

Pfe 

Mcllwincn. John H. 

1st Lt 

Kingfisher, Duke 

Pfe 

Linkletter, Lloyd F. 

Pfe 

McKinley, I^nard B. 

Pvt 

Kinnear, Robert T. 

T/5 

Lipe, Clemit 

T/4 

McMillan, James .A. 

S/Sgt 

Kinslow. Howard A. 

T/4 

Little, Ernest W. 

Pvt 

McMillan, Warren W’. 

Sgt 

Kirby, James T. 

Pfe 

I.ivermore, Armon H. Jr. 

Pfe 

McMullen, James W. 

Pvt 

Kirchner, Ellis E. 

Pfe 

Lockerby, Earl R. 

Pfe 

McNally, Robert T. 

Pfe 

Kiste, Robert E. 

Pvt 

Long, Donald D. 

Pvt 

McNeil, WMlliam T. 

T/5 

Klis, Thomas V. 

Pfe 

Lopez, .Anthony C. 

Pfe 

McNulty, James K. 

Pvt 

Kloosterman, Edward Jr. 

Pvt 

I.opez. Rudolph J. 

Pfe 

McWhorter, Samuel S. 

Cpl 

Knight, V’^irgil K. 

S/Sgt 

Lorenz, William E. 

1st Lt 

Meade, Richard J. 

Pfe 

Knight, William W. 

pfe 

Loughlin, Edward M. 

S/Sgt 

Meadows, Grover G. 

T/Sgt 

Knisely, Leo D. 

Pfe 

Lozowski, Stanley J. 

Pfe 

Mehaffey, James S. 

Pvt 

Koch, Carlton W. 

2d Lt 

Lubinski, Ben E.* 

1st Lt 

Meixner, Carl A. 

T/5 

Kohn, Joseph 

Pvt 

Lucero, Felix A.* 

Pfe 

Mendelson, Morris 

Pfe 

Kokiko, Michael 

S/Sgt 

Luck, Atlan W. 

2d Lt 

Merrick, Marving 

Sgt 

Koncaba, Louis J. 

Pvt 

Lukacena, Nicholas 

S/Sgt 

Merritt, Marving L. 

Pvt 

Kopecl^, Elmer D. 

Pfe 

Lund, Eldward L. 

Pfe 

Merritt, Roger W.* 

Pfe 

Kopp, Richard O. 

Cpl 

Luttrull, William G. 

Pfe 

Messick, Charles T. 

Sgt 

Koski, Edwin £. 

Pvt 

Lyle Eugene R. 

Pvt 

Mester, Stanley 

Set 

Kosmatka, Stanley J. 

Cpl 

Lynch, Lem R. 

Sgt 

Metheny, Russell L. 

Pfe 

Kostecky, Anthony 

Pfe 

I-ynch, Peter J. 

Sgt 

Mettert, James R. 

Pvt 

Kot, Joseph S. 

1st Lt 



Meyer, Ralph W. 

Pfe 

Kowalczyk, Francis O. 

Cpl 

MacDonald, Lawrence R. 

Capt 

Miara, Raymond J. 

Pfe 

Koziol, Joseph A. 

Cpl 

Machnik, Casmir J. 

Sgt 

Michael, Leo J. 

Cpl 

Kraemer, Clifford C. 

T/S 

MacMullan, James R. 

.S/Sgt 

Michael. Maurice O. 

s 'Sgt 

Kramer, Samuel A. 

Pfe 

Madera, John W. 

Pvt 

Michalec, Edward G. 

Pfe 

Krause, Calvin L. 

Pfe 

Mahoney, Edward T. 

Sgt 

Michel, Joseph 

Sgt 

Krause, Charles B. 

Pvt 

Magill, James P. II 

Sgt 

Miclette, Leo R.* 

P?c 

Kraynick, John 

S/Sgt 

Maiten, Meyer L. 

Pfe 

Middlebrooks, Virgil L. 

T/5 

Krentkowski, Arthur J. 

Pfe 

Makowski, Norman F. 

Pvt 

Middleraasj John R. 

Pfe 

Krowse, Billy A. 

Pfe 

Malinchak, Steve 

Pfe 

Middleton, Albert E. 

Pvt 

Kubala, Eldward J. 

Pfe 

Mallernee, Charles L. 

Pfe 

Mielke, Julius E. 

Pfe 

Kucinich, Peter 

Pvt 

Mallettc, Arthur R. 

1st Lt 

Miles, James A. 

Pfe 

Kunen, Benedict V. 

Pvt 

Malloy, John P. 

Sgt 

Miles, Seward P. 

1st Lt 

Kurdy, Albin S. 

1st Lt 

Manjarez, Dolores 

Pvt 

Millar, Nelson E. 

Pvt 

Kwiatkowski, Vincent J. 

Pfe 

Manning, James W. 

Pvt 

Miller, Chester A. 

S/Sgt 



Marshall, John J. Jr. 

Pfe 

Miller, Edward L. 

S/Sgt 

T.aBadie, Burton M. 

Pfe 

Martel, Leo 

T/4 

Miller, Edward P. 

Pvt 

l.al)crge, Richanl R. 

('nl 

Martin, Charles J. 

Pfe 

Miller, Harold 

2d Lt 

Lnbozetta. Peter P. 

Pfe 

Martin, Daniel I.. 

Pfe 

Miller, Harold E.* 

T/Sgt 

Lagiewski, Arnold L. 

Pfe 

Martin, James B. 

S/Sgt 

Miller, Howard F. 

Pfe 

l-agrange, Joseph 

Pfe 

Martin, Otis 

Pvt 

Miller, Richard H. 

Pvt 

I.aine, Orvo F. 

Pfe 

Martin, Roy J. 

Sgt 

Miller, Robert E. 

Pfe 

T<ake, Herbert 

Cpl 

Martin, W'illard II. 

Pvt 

Miller. Russell O. 

Cpl 

Lambert, Joseph T. 

S/Sgt 

Martin, William J. 

Pfe 

Afiller, Stanley O. 

Pvt 
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Miller, Truman L. 

Millin, WUbur 
Mincher, Paul £. 
Mishkinis, Vincent D. 
Mitchell, Arlie 
Mitchel, James S. 
Mitchell, Robert H. 
Micheltree, Louis £. 
Misell. Heber N. 

Moflfett, Walter S. 
Mohiser, Alfred T. 
Molnar, George 
Monical, Joe A. 

Monroe, James D. 

Monroe, Kenneth H. 
Montgomery, Warren A. 
Moore, Albert A. 

Moore, Earl E. 

Moore, James 
Moore, John T. 

Moore, Richard 
Moran, Francis X. 
Morgan, Loren 
Moriarity, Edward 
Moriar^, John D. 

Mork, Charles R. 

Morrow, Edward T. 
Morse, Ralph H. 

Moser, Raymond W. 
Moscicki, Henry H. 
Mosner, Solomon D. 

Moss, Marshall V. Jr. 
Motter, Henry C. 
Mouilleseaux, Anthony E. 
Moulder, Jim E. 

Mowery, Joe E. 

Mueller, Arthur W. 
Mullaney, Bernard F. 
Mullin, Hugh J. 

Munden, Horace G. Jr. 
Munn, David L. 
Munnings, George H. Jr. 
Murray, Daniel W. 
Murray, Frederick W. Jr. 
Murray, Michael 
Murrell, Floyd E. 
Musselroan, Ray S. 
Muzzuca, Anthony P. 
Myers, Alva A. 

Myers, Donald E. 

Myers, Floyd M. 
Myslenski, Ernest C. 

Naham, James E. Jr. 
Navratil, Robert T. 

Xeal, Leonard 
Nelligan, Carl F. 

Xelson, Billie H. 

Nelson, Ora 
Nepveu, Robert 
Neumann, Richard K. 
Nevitt. Robert R. A. 
Newman, Edward D. Jr. 
Nichols, Carl E. 

Nicholson, Anthony J. 
Nissi, George M. 

Niziol, Peter 
Noble, Obed 
Norman, Harold J. Jr. 
Norris, Donald K. 

North, Robert E. 

Norton, Charles E. 
Norton, Walter G. 
Novakawski, Peter A. 
Nuetzel, Charles K. 

Null, Harry M. 
Nuprienok, Leo J. 
Nutzman, Harold W. 

Oaks, Bennie L. 

O’Boyle, Milton J. 
O’Bncn, Ralph W. 

(^choa, Alejo C. 

O’Connell, Martin W. 
O’Connor, (ierard h'. 
O’Donnell. Joseph 
f)’ Donnell, Vincent T.. 
Oficro, Nicholas 


Pvt 
S/Sgt 
Pfe 
Pfe 
2d Lt 
Capt 
Pvt 
Pfe 
Pfe 
Pfe 

Pfe 

Pfe 

S/Sgt 

IfJ 

S/Sgt 
T/5 
Pfe 
Pfe 
T/5 
Pfe 
Pfe 
Pfe 
1st Lt 
Pfe 
Sgt 
T/5 
Pvt 
Pfe 
Sgt 
S/Sgt 
Pvt 
Pfe 
Pfe 
Pvt 
S/Sgt 
1st Lt 
T/5 
Pvt 
T/4 

Pvt 
Pvt 
1st Lt 
Pvt 
Pfe 
Pfe 
T/5 
Sgt 


Pvt 
Pfe 
Pfe 
Pfe 
Pfe 
Cpl 
Sgt 
Pfe 
S/Sgt 
Pvt 
Pfe 
T/4 
Pfe 
Pfe 
Sgt 
Cpl 
Pfe 
T/5 
Pvt 
Pfe 
1st Lt 
Pvt 
T/5 
Cpl 
S/Sgt 

S/Sgt 

Sgt 
Pfe 
2d Lt 
Sgt 
Pvt 
Pfe 


Ogard, Loyal C. 
Ogledzinski, Matthew J. 
Ohler, Adolph G. 

Oi, George 
Oldani, John B. 

< diver, Albert K. 

Olson, Jack H. 

Olson, Baughn L. 

O’Meara, John T. 

O’Melia, ^ward J. Jr. 
O’NciL Ernest E. 

Onn, Clyde W. 

Orosz, Joseph M. 

Osborne, Harry J. Jr. 
O’Shaughnessy, Jeremiah J. 
Osina, Ladik J. 

Osmon, Harry L.* 

Osmon, Harvey L. 

Otero, Jose I. 

Ovalle, Felipe C. 

Owen, Donald E. 

Pace, Charles L. 

Pacheco, John B. 

Pahlman, James H. 

Paiano, Michael V. 

Paine, John Jr. 

Pallister. Richard G. 

Panek, Walter S. 

Pansa, Dante E. 

Parker, David H. 

Parrish, Harold F. 

Parsons, James P. 

Pasquale, Alexander A. 
Patnos, Harold N. 
Patterson, Charles H. 
Patterson, Norman L. 
Patterson, Walter E. 
Pattison, Virgil O. 

Payne, Mickey A. 

Pazdan, Martin J. 

Pazsint, John M. 

Peacock, Francis L. 
Peardon, William A. 

Pearl, Sigmund S. 

Pehrson, John W. 

Peirce, Chichester T. Jr. 
Pelfrey, Harry T. 

Penick, James H. 

Penley, Fred H. 

Pensabene, Philip A. 

Perera, Francisco J. 

Perfin, Frank 
Perkins, Edwin 
Periard, Lee J. 

Perry, Ordway 
Pessin, Lewis 
Petersen, Harry J. 

Peterson, Lynn D. 

Petree, Paul E. 

Petrill, Richard J. 

Petro, Milton G. 

Petty, Warren L. 

Pichette, Eugene ¥. 
Pickering, Kelton P. 
Pierson, Thomas C. 
Pictryka, John J. 

Pitchford, Grover C. Jr. 
Pitts, Jackson B. 

Pitts, John J. 

Pius, Arthur 
Pocztolowicz, Joseph F. 
Poindexter, John A. Jr. 
Ponzi, Trieste S. 

Pool, Ben 
Possemato, John J. 
Postlethwait, Richard H. 
Postolakis, Michael 
Pounds, L. B. 

Powell, Charles 
Powell, Henry H. 

Pratt, William T. 

Prezioso, Thomas A. 
Pritikin, Jerome 
Pruett, Raymond J. 

Pryor, Herschel K. 

Przybyl, EMward B. 
Puccinelli, Frank R 


Pfe 

Pfe 

Pfe 

Pfe 

Pvt 

Pvt 

Pfe 

Capt 

Pvt 

Pfe 

Sgt 

Pfe 

Pfe 

T/5 

Pfe 

Pfe 

Sgt 

Pvt 

Pfe 


S/Sgt 

Pfe 

Pfe 

Pfe 

Pfe 

Pfe 

Pfe 

T/4 

Pfe 

Pvt 

Pvt 

Pfe 

Pfe 

Cpl 

Pfe 

Pfe 

S/Sgt 

S/Sgt 

Sgt 

Pvt 

Pfe 

Sgt 

Sgt 

T/4 

Cpl 

T/5 

Pvt 

Pvt 

Pfe 

Pfe 

S/Sgt 

Pfe 

Sgt 

Maj 

Pfe 

Pfe 

Pvt 

Pfe 

Pfe 

Pfe 
Pfe 
Pfe 
Pfe 
Cpl 
Cpl 
Pvt 
Sgt 
Pfe 
Pvt 
Pfe 
2d Lt 
Pvt 
Pfe 
Pfe 
Pfe 
Pvt 
Pfe 
S/Sgt 
Cpl 
T/5 
S/Sgt 
Sgt 


Puckett, Grant K. 

Puhl. William T. 

Purkry, Delbert L. 

Ouick, Richard O.* 

(Juinn, Harry B. Jr. 

Quinn, William F. 
Quinones, John 

Radwick, Elmer A. 

Raider, Raymond R. 
Rainey, Luther L. 

Randle, Robert B. 
Randolph, Charles W. 
Randolph, Douglas M. 
Rangel, Gilbert P. 

Rangel, Joe M. 

Ranker, Albert T. 

Rankins, Omer W. 

Raske, Harold 
Ray el, Robert E. 

Raymond, Hector A. 
Redick, William 
Reed, Frank L. Jr. 

Reed, Tames A. 

Reed, Norman F. 

Regan, Owen P. 

Regan, Thomas H. 

Rehak, Edward A. 

Rehm, Carl F. 

Reilly, Emmett C. 

Reiner, John N. 

Reinker, Donald G. 

Reis, Robert W. 

Reiter, Melvin W. 
Remmler, Arlon A. 
Rendina, William J. 
Renick, James H. 

Repich, George L. 

Rcyne, Estanislado 
Reynolds, Alfred R. 

Rice, Adam Jr. 

Rice, Raymond R. 

Richard, Hubert N. 
Richardson, Arthur J. 
Richardson, David L. Jr. 
Richardson, Ivan H. 
Richardson, Jackson C. 
Richardson, Samuel W. Jr. 
Richey, Vernon J. 

Rickel, Thomas J. 
Rickenbaker, John E. Jr. 
Ridgeway, Earle K. 

Riggs, Edwin L. 

Riggs* John W. 

Riley, Joseph W. 

Riley, Leyman C. 

Ringler, Francis K. 

Ritts, Bennie F. 

Rivenbark, Masco L. 
Rivera, Jose O. 

Rizzuto, Donald V. 
Robakowski, Norbert S. 
Roberts, Arthur M. 
Roberts, Edward L. Jr. 
Roberts, Ellis J. 

Roberts, Everett 
Rol)crtson, Robert E. 
Robidas, Anthony J. 
Robinett, Rcginal P. 
Robinson, Eddie M. 
Robinson, Henry D. 
Robinson, Leo H. 

Robinson, Lester L. 
Robinson, William H. 
Robles, Edwin E. 

Rochford, Michael G. 
Rodriques, Rudolfe 
Roeder, Daniel J. 

Roeser, Harry 
Rogers, Bruce R. 

Rogers, Clare K. 

Rogers, Harry K. 

Rogers, Homer J. 
Rohrbach, Walter 
Rombey, William E. 
Romney, Henry J. 

Rooks, LeRoy Jr. 


Pvt 

Pfe 

Pfe 

Pfe 
1st Lt 
(>l 
Cpl 

T/4 
Pfe 
S/Sgt 
T/4 
Pvt 
S/Sgt 
Pfe 
Pfe 
Pvt 
Pfe 
Pvt 
• Pfe 
Pfe 
S/Sgt 
Pfe 
Cpl 
Pvt 
T/5 
LtCol 
T/4 
Pfe 
Pfe 
Pfe 
S/Sgt 
Pvt 
Pvt 
Pfe 
Pfe 
Cpl 
T/5 
Pfe 
Pvt 
Pfe 
Pfe 
Pfe 
Pfe 
Pvt 
Pvt 
Pvt 
Pvt 
Pfe 
S/Sgt 
Cpl 
Pvt 
Cpl 
Pfe 
Sgt 
S/Sgt 
Pvt 
Pvt 

Pvt 
Sgt 
Pvt 
Pvt 
Pvt 
Pfe 
Pvt 
Pvt 
Pfe 
S/Sgt 
2dU 
Pfe 
2dLt 
Pfe 
Pvt 
Pvt 
Pfe 
Pfe 
Pvt 
Pfe 
Pvt 
Pvt 
Pfe 
Pfe 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
Pfe 
2d Lt 
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Staff Sergeant Jonah E. Kelley (Army serial No. 35750441), 311th Infantry 
Regiment, Army of the United States, in charge of the leading squad of Company 
E, heroically spearheaded the attack in furious house-to-house fighting on 30 
and 31 January 1945 in Kesternich, Germany. Early on 30 January he led his 
men through intense mortar and small-arms fire in repeated assaults on barri- 
caded houses. Although twice wounded— once when struck in the back, the 
second time when a mortal* shell fragment passed through his left hand and 
rendered it practically Useless— he refused to withdraw and continued to lead 
his squad after hasty dressings had been applied. His serious wounds forced 
him to fire his rifle with one hand, resting it on rubble or over his left forearm. 
To blast his way forward with hand grenades, he set aside his rifle to pull the 
pins with his teeth while grasping the missiles in his good hand. Despite these 
handicaps, he created tremendous havoc in enemy ranks. He rushed one house, 
killing three of the enemy and clearing the way for his squad to advance. On 
approaching the next house, he was &ed upon from an upstairs window. He 
killed the sniper with a single shot and similarly accounted for another enemy 
soldier who ran from the cellar of the house. As darkness came, he assigned 
his men to defensive position, never leaving them to seek medical attention. 
At dawn the next day, the squad resumed the attack, advancing to a point 
where heavy automatic and small-arms fire stalled them. Despite his wounds, 
Sergeant Kelley moved out alone, located an enemy gunner dug in under a 
haystack and Idlled him with rifle fire. He returned to his men and found that 
a German machine gun, firing from a well-protected position in a neighboring 
house, still held up the advance. Ordering the squad to remain in a comparatively 
safe position, he valiantly dashed into the open and attacked the position 
single handedly through a hail of bullets. He was hit several times and fell 
to his knees when within 25 yards of his objective, but he summoned his 
waning strength and emptied his rifle into the machine-gun nest, silencing the 
weapon before he died. The superb courage, aggressiveness, and utter dis- 
regard for his own safety displayed by Sergeant Kelley inspired the men he 
led and enabled them to penetrate the last line of defense held by the enemy 
in the village of Kesternich. ^ 
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LIGHTNING 
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Brown, Harold. T/5 
Brown. Lawrence K.. Pfc 
Brown. Jack T., Cpl 
Brown, Janies O., T/Sgt 
Brown. John R.. S/Sgt 
Brown. Eugene S.. Pfc 
Brown. Leonard R., T/5 
Brown. L. K.. Pfc 
Brown. Irvin A., T/Sgt 
Brown, Ray A.. Pfc 
Brown, Robert L, S/Sgt 
Brown, Robert E., Pfc 
Brown. Walter G., T/Sgt 
Brown, Wtlliara A., S/Sgt 
Brown, William J., Pfc 
Brownfield, Bayne S., 1st Lt 
Brownscombe, Robert J., Cpl 
*Bru^ck, William E., Capt 
Brueggeman, Edwin L., Pfc 
Bruneau, Leonard A.,_Tr., Sgt 
Brunelle, Jerome H., T/Sgt 
•Bryan, Lowell R,, 1st Lt 
Bryan, Robert T., Sgt 
Bryson, Thomas H., WOJG 
Bryson, Thomas D., Sgt 
Bubnis. Algie J., Pvt 
Buck, George W., Jr.. S/Sgt 
Buck, Michael C., T/S 
Buck, William H.. S/Sgt 
Buckley, Francis L., S/Sgt 
Buckley, Lester M., Jr.. 1st Lt 
Buckm, Virbel K., 1st Lt 
Buckman, Thomas F.. Maj 
Buechele, Calvin F., Pfc 
Bugbee, Alvin N., 1st Lt 
Bulkowski, George, 2d Lt 
Bulow, Norman J., T/4 
•Bulwinkle. Alfred L., Maj 
•Bumpus. Arthur H.. T/Sgt 
Bunce, Theodore G., T/3 
Bunch, Marion W.. S/Sgt 
Bunn, John C.. Pfc 
Bunnell. Howard R., M/Sgt 
Bunsclraeyer. Lester F.. T/5 
Burgard. Richard H.. T/Sgt 
Burch, John F., Pfc 
Burdick, Paul W.. Sgt 
Burgess. Edward F.. Jr.. T/4 
Burgess, Willis E., Cpl 
Burgin. Delmar E., 1st Lt 
Burke, Thomas M.. T/Sgt 
Burke, Walter A., Sgt 
Burke, Vincent L, Pfc 
Burks, Willard E., 1st Sgt 
Burleson, Bernice. S/Sgt 
Burnett. Albert. Sgt 
Burns, Bruce R.. Sgt 
Burns, Joe D., 1st Lt 
Bums, John M.. 1st Lt 
Burr, William C.. Sgt 
Burran, Everett L.. Pfc 
Burridge, Robert L., Pfc 
Burroughs, Glen R.. 1st Sgt 
Burroughs, Jacob F., T/Sgt 
Bush, John F.. Pfc 
Buslong. Maxwell. Pfc 
Busse, Jack J., T/5 
Buthe, Chester L.. S/Sgt 
Butterly, Edwin J.. .Sgt 
Buxbaum, Harry C.. T/5 
Buxbaum. Ludwig, S/.Sgt 
•Byerly, George E.. Maj 
Byers, Burton H.. Pfc 
Byum, Alvis B., Capt 


Cabaniss, Robert E., 1st Lt 
Cacciatore, Roy N., 1st Lt 
Caddy, Edward W., 1st Lt 
Cafarella, Felix A,. Pfc 
(^ahill, Harold £.. ( apt 
('alaniari, Andrew L.. T/4 
('aligiuri. Albert M., WOJ(i 
t'allahan. Jermiah L.. ('ant 
('allaii. Herbert W.. Jr.. .Sgi 
('allender. Wilbur S.. Sj<t 
Callery, John I., \Vf)TG 
Calvanese. Joseph T.. T/5 
Calvin, Willimn. T/Sgt 
Cambell. Clifford, T/5 


•Denotes Oak Leaf Cluster 


•Camm, Frank, Brig Gen 
Camm, Frank A.. Capt 
Campbell, Ancel N., T/5 
Camp, Francisco, Pfc 
•Campbell, Kenneth C., S/.Sgt 
Campbell. Arthur P., Pfc 
Campbell. Tack J.. T/5 
Campbell, William M., Capt 
Cannon, John J., 1st Lt 
Cannon, Ralph L.. Capt 
Cantwell, Richard J., S/Sgt 
Capel, Robert K., S/Sgt 
Cardella, James A.. T/Sgt 
Carlberg, Arthur J., Sgt 
Carlin, James A., Sgt 
Carlson, Donald J.. S^ 

Carlson, John W., 2d Lt 
Carlson, llerman J., 2d Lt 
Carlucki, Michael R., Pfc 
Carmeney, Reece W., Pfc 
Carmicknel, David B., S/Sgt 
(barney, Fred H., T/5 
Carpenter, Walter E., Pfc 
Carpenter, William M., 1st Lt 
•Carpentieri, S. S„ T/Sgt 
Carr. John V.. T/4 
Carr, Raymond J., M/Sgt 
Carroll, Francis W., T/§gt 
Carson. Tames E.. Maj 
Carter, .\ndrew M., T/Sgt 
Carter, Dahlman J., S/Sgt 
Carter, Harland H., 1st Lt 
Carter, James E.. S/Sgt 
Carter, Johnnie H., Maj 
('arter, Raymond. Cpl 
Cartwright. Sim E., T/Sgt 
Caruso, Peter V., T/Sgt 
Cary, (Jrville H., Cpl 
Case, John J., Cpl 
Casebeer, Albert J., Capt 
Casey, Morris C.. T/Sgt 
Cashbaugh, Frank R., T/4 
Cashion, John. T/Sgt 
Cass, Robert H., S/Sgt 
Cassiel, William, Cpl 
('astillo, Gustave P., Sgt 
Castle, Jav E., 1st Lt 
Cates, B. Samuel W., Tr., Sgt 
Caveney. Donald L.. T/Sgt 
Chalupnik, George M., M/Sgt 
Cecchi. Italo E., Sgt 
Cellupica, Anthony T.. Pfc 
Chalmers, Benjamin W., Jr., T/5 
Chambliss, Robert S.. 2d Lt 
Champion, T. R., S/Sgt 
Chance, Wilbur L., S/Sgt 
Chandler. John H.. Jr.. T/4 
Chappell, Bernard L., Pfc 
Chappel, Everett L., T/Sgt 
Charlock. John. T/5 
Charlton. Ralph G., Jr.. 2d Lt 
Chennail, Russell J., S/Sgt 
Chcslak. John. S/Sgt 
('hiappone, John. Pfc 
Chick, Linwood J., Cpl 
•Chignoli, Louis C., T /.I 
Childs, Thurman L.. T /4 
(Wilson, Calvin D.. Sgt 
Chisholm. John A., Pfc 
('hmiel. Stanley J., Cpl 
Chordas, John W.. T/4 
Christensen, Kenneth O.. T/.l 
Christian, Earl H.. Maj 
Christian. Harry M., Sgt 
Christiansen. Norman A., Cpl 
Christmas, Paul T.. .S/Sgt 
Church, James E.. Cpl 
Cieminski. Kenneth T.. Pfc 
Ciereczewski, John. Pfc 
(’ifatte, Victor J., C?apt 
Cilfone, Joseph, Pfc 
C'imino, Thomas L., T/.Sgi 
('inicola, Lawrence J.. Pfc 
I'isncros, Jesus, Pfc 
Ciula, Peter G.. S/Sgt 
Claesson. Fred R.. 1st Sgt 
Clagett, Thomas B., Capt 
Clandruccio, James A.. Pfc 
Clare, Michael J., S/Sgt 
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Clarida, Robert W., Sgt 
Clark, James C., S/Sgt 
Clark, John N., Jr., Pfc 
Clark, Raymond H., S/Sgt 
Clark, Ross A., Sgt 
Clark, Roy S.. Pfc 
Clary, Thomas F., Sgt 
Clasen, Harold E., Pfc 
Clayton, Charles W., 1st Lt 
Clayton, George W., T/Sgt 
Clayton, Stanley, Capt 
Clements. John R., 1st Sgt 
Cleroentz, Harold W., T/.Sgt 
(’lesen, Emil J., T/4 
Clinton, Raymond P., Pfc 
( Hard, Clarence J., Pfc 
('jockey, John W., S/Sgt 
Closncr, John J., Jr., Lt C?ol 
Cluck, Glen E., T/5 
Ciyacomb, Elvadore H.. S/Sgt 
('ochran, I^nard L., T/4 
Cochran, Robert F., Pfc 
Coe, Ocil J,, Cpl 
( oc. Wilbur, Pfc 
Coen, James J., Capt 
Cognato, Lawrence. Pfc 
Cohen, Harry, S/Srt 
Cohen, John J., S/Sgt 
Cole, George M„ S/Sgt 
('oie. Rush M..T/4 
Coleman, Kenneth. 1st Lt 
Coleman, John I., T/5 
Colena, John T., S/Sgt 
Colligan, Peter J., 2d Lt 
Coilings, Alfred H., Pfc 
('ompton, Doyle A., M/Sgt 
Conlee, Wilburn T., Pvt 
(Tonover, Clyde IL, T/S 
Constable, George F., T/Sgt 
Center. Carl W., S/Sgt 
Cook, Raymond C., T/3 
("ook, W’oodrow L., Cpl 
Corbett, John F., S/Sgt 
Corbett, William A.. Pfc 
Correll, Donald L., S/Sgt 
Cothard, Donald H.. 1st Lt 
Cotrill, Homer K., Sgt 
Couch, Harold L., Pfc 
Cougle, Bernard R., Sgt 
Country, Samuel V.. T/.Sgt 
Cowart, George V., T/Sgt 
Cowell, Donald J.. T/S 
•Cloud. Joe B., Capt 
Cmar, John, T/Sgt 
Cobb, Richard, Pfc 
Cobert, David P., Pfc 
Cochran. Alvie D.. Pfc 
Coffee, Royce G., 1st Sgt 
Coffey, James J., Cpl 
Coker. F. M.. T/Sgt 
Cole, Chauney David, 1st Lt 
Cole. John F.. Pfc 
Cole, Ruben B., S/Sgt 
Colcgrove, Jessie L., T/5 
Coleman. James E.. Pfc 
Collins, Bncklev. Pfc 
Collins, Clifford, Sgt 
Collins, Floyd I... Pfc 
Collins, James J. J., Sgt 
“Collins, John J.. T/4 
Collins, Kenneth C.. .S/Sgl 
Collins, Marion L., Set 
Collins. Robbie R.. S/Sgt 
('olster, John G., Sgt 
Colt, Chester A., T/5 
Colwell, Miles O., Capt 
Communale, George. T/4 
Compton. Doyle A.. WOJG 
Congdon, Tames E., S/Sgt 
Connely, tohn E.. T/5 
('onner, Charles B., CWO 
Constantine. James J., S/Sgt 
('onwav. William E.. T/Sgt 
Cook, Floyd W.. T/5 
('ook. Gene A., 1st Lt 
('oolev, William R., Pfc 
("oombs, Roger E., 1st Sgt 
Coon. Francis E., Pfc 
Cooney, Henry M., Capt 
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Coons, Hollis £., T/3 
Cooper, Charles W., S/Sgt 
Cooper, Herman C., S/hgt 
Cooper. William, T/5 
Coplin, Merle E., T/S 
Conte, Daniel, T/5 
Cordrey, William L., S/Sgt 
Corn, Jackson L., T/4 
Cornelius, Edmund W., Pfc 
('orrigan. Burton E., 1st Lt 
Costelow, Warren G., 1st Lt 
Costelow, William R., Pvt 
Cothard, Donald H., Capt 
Cotter, James W., S/Sgt 
•Cotton, Connie C., Capt 
( ouchman, Robert W., S/Sgt 
Coughlin, Eugene F., S/Sgt 
Courvoisic, T. Nugent, Capt 
Courtright, William F., Capt 
Covert, Wallace A., S/Sgt 
Cowart, D. B., T/Sgt 
Cowsert, Charles C., Capt 
Cox, Howard B., Cpl 
Cox, Kenneth A., Pfc 
Coxon, George W., T/4 
Coyat, John, Cpl 
Crabtree, Calvin C,, S/Sgt 
Crabtree, Robert J., Pfc 
Craft, Gilbert M., 1st Sgt 
•CrambliL William N., 1st Lt 
Cramer, Carl B., T/4 
Crandall, Richard A., Pfc 
Crane, Morris, Capt 
Cranford, William V.. Pfc 
Crary, MiUard F., WOJG 
Crawford, Albert C., Cpl 
Crawford, Harry D., Cpl 
Crawford, John L., Cpl 
Crawford, Robert F., 1st Lt 
Cray croft. Tames F., Pfc 
Creason, Major R.. Sgt 
Creed, Francis C., T/Sgt 
Creel, George B., Pfc 
Cregan, Joseph J., Sgt 
Cres, Robert J., Pfc 
Crews, Charles C., S/Sgt 
Crisman, Bernard £., Pfc 
Crisp, Earnest, Pfc 
Crispeli, Donald H., Sgt 
Cristina, Phillip, Pfc 
Criswell, Frank L.. T/5 
Crocett, Lester C., T/4 
Crockett, Clayton H., Pfc 
Crockett, Rol^rt K., S/Sgt 
Croonquist, Ralph E., T/4 
Crowley, Marvin H., T/Sgt 
Culbreth, Emmett R., Lt Col 
Cullen, James W., 1st Sgt 
Cullum, Herbert E.. S/Sgt 
Culver, Frank A., T/5 
Culver, Rudolph, S/Sgt 
Cumley, Roden. S/Sgt 
Cummings, Charles. S/Sgt 
Cummings, Harry H.. Cpl 
Cunningham. Frank E., Pfc 
Current, Harry C., Jr., Pfc 
Cunningham, Herman A., Pvt 
Cunningham, John W., Cpl 
Currie. John D., T/4 
Curt, Lewis L., S/Sgt 
Curran, Thomas, S/Sgt 
Curtis, Francis J., Pfc 
Curtis, Mervin W., T/4 
Curtis, William L., M/Sgt 
Curtus, Gregory G.. 1st Lt 
Cutter, Albert V., 1st Lt 
Czajkowski. John P.. S/Sgt 
Czalpinski. Edward R., Pfc 
Czanstke, OeorTC, Capt 
Czezniejewski, Eugene, M/Sgt 

Dabney, William R.. 1st T.t 
Dagian. Arthur L„ Pfc 
Dahl, Kenneth, 1st Lt 
Daley, Earl, Sgt 
Daley, William J., 1st Lt 
Dairy mplc, Alva H.. Sgt 
Daly, Jesse L., Cpl 
Dages. Robert. Sgt 

•Denotes Oak T.eaf Cluster 


Dahlre, Robert L.. Pfc 
Dailey. C. W., Sgt 
Daniel, Plummer A., S/Sgt 
Daniels, Anthony V., S/Sgt 
Darnell, John H., Pfc 
Darr, William S., T/4 
Daspit, Paul, Capt 
Daunheimer, Walter J., T/4 
Dairenport, James H., Sgt 
Davids, John L., Lt Col 
Davidson, Chester L., Pfc 
Davidson, Marion D., Pfc 
Davidson, James E., T/Sgt 
Davidson, Sigmund E., Sgt 
Davis, Charles W., Sgt 
Davis, Curron D., S/Sgt 
Davis, Burnan,S/Sgt 
Davis, Harold E., Pfc 
Davis, James IL, Pfc 
Davis, Johnnie C., T/5 
Davis, K., T/Sgt 
Davis, Melvin K., Pfc 
Davis# Odie H., T/4 
Davis. William H., T/5 
Dawson, Cecil D., Pfc 
Day, Morris E., Pfc 
Day, Richard F., Cpl 
Deal, Arthur V., Lt Col 
Deal, Eugene L., Pfc 
Dean. Elvin F., S/Sgt 
Dcarden, William R., Sgt 
De Bach, Michael, Pfc 
De Bella, Frank P.. M/Sgt 
Decker, Henry M., WOJG 
De Conto, Richard R., M/Sgt 
De Cunzo, Nicholas M., Pfc 
Deener, William R., Pfc 
Deets, Clyde C., Pfc 
De Feo, Dante G., Pfc 
De Forest, Max J., Pvt 
De Frang, Donald A., S/Sgt 
Dehmer, John, Pfc 
Delancey^Virgil L., 1st Lt 
Delgado, David C.. Pfc 
Delissio, Silvio, T/5 
De Loach. W. K.. S/Sgt 
De Looth, Robert M., T/5 
Delozier, Harry, Pfc 
De Maagd, Louis W.. S/Sgt 
Demarais, John E., T/Sgt 
De Marco, Philip J., 1st Sgt 
Dembits, Theodore J., Capt 
De Muro, Joseph D., Sgt 
Denaro, William K., Lt Col 
De Persia, John A., Sgt 
Dennard, James, Cpl 
Denson, Robert J., S/Sgt 
Derenfeld, Morton H., Cpl 
De Rosier, Leon A., Pfc 
De Salvo, Francis J., Pfc 
De Simio, Vincent J., S/Sgt 
Desnard, Henry L., 1st Lt 
Dethlefsen. Russell W., T/5 
Deur, Farrand, Cpl 
De Vault, Harvey A., Pfc 
De Verc, Arden, S/Sgt 
De Waele, Alfred L., 1st Lt 
De Witt. John P., Sgt 
De Wulf, Lawrence, S/Sgt 
Diamante, Frank E., Pfc 
Dice. Harold D., Pfc 
Dickinson. William M., Pfc 
Dicolo, Victor V., S/Sgt 
Diegmueller, John F.. T/5 
Dietz, Edward C., Pfc 
Diezeman, Albert, Capt 
Di Ferdinando, Geo™ T., Pfc 
Di Florio, Anthony J.. T /4 
Di Foleo, S/Sgt 
Di Gigilio, Joseph A., S/Sgt 
Dilbeck. James H., Pfc 
Dileanis, Leonard P., 1st Lt 
Dill, James L., S/Sgt 
Dillnian. Donald B.. M/Sgt 
Dillon, Charles E., Sgt 
Dimgs, Calbert L., S/Sgt 
Dimmer, Dallas E., 1st T.t 
Dimmitt, Orville O., S/Sgt 
Dinsmore, James J., Sgt 


Di Pace, Phillip, S/Srt 
Di Salvatore, James V., Pfc 
Di V^irgilio, Gamello A., Pfc 
Dixon, Howard A., S/Sgt 
Dixon, Thomas, Sgt 
Dizick, Bernard L., Pfc 
Doane, Arthur L, Maj 
Dobrcnchuk, Stephen A., 2d Lt 
Dobson, N orman B. , T/ 5 
Dobsoiu Robert R., 1st Lt 
Dodd, Earl E., Cpl 
Dodson, Thomas W., Srt 
Domenico, Philip J., T/ Sgt 
Dominguez, Ascension H., T/3 
Donegan, Kenneth, Sgt 
Donna, John P., 2d Lt 
Donnelly, James P., T/4 
Donohue, Thomas J., 1st Sgt 
Donovan, Michael J., Pfc 


Donovan, Russell, Capt 
Dopp. Charles W., T/5 
Doran, Ralph C., Pfc 
Dorn, Orlan R^ S/Sgt 
Dorst, Marin, Sgt 
Doster, Lawrence H., Sgt 
Dothage, Elgin L., Pfc 
Doty, Albert R., Sgt 
Doty, George B., T/Sgt 
Dotz, Robert E., S/Sgt 
Douglas, Quentin R., T/5 
Dover, Stribling, S/Sgt 
Downs, James T., Ill, Maj 
Dowker, Virgil M.. T/5 
Dozier, Walter J., Maj 
Dozier, Tully C., Pfc 
Draper, Perry L., T/Sgt 
Draper, Roland, S/S^ 
Draudt, Richard H., o/Sgt 
Dreher, Glenn A., Sgt 
Drennan, Ralph W., 1st Lt 
Derscher, Robert W., Capt 
Driggers, Elmer L., Pfc 
Driver, William R., Cpl 
Drury, Warren G. M., Cpl 
Drye, Jonah T., T/Sgt 
Dubach, Robert W., S/Sgt 
Dugaw, Eugene J., S/Sgt 
Dugow, Martin L., M/Sgt 
Duke, James W., Pfc 
Dunbar, Robert K., T/Sgt 
Dunchnn, William D., T/Sgt 
Dunlap, Robert M., Pfc 
Dumlap, William L., T/3 
Dunn, Ellis, T/4 
Dunn, Robert E., T/5 
Dunkle, Frank C., 2d Lt 
Dunsmoor, Kenneth L., T/5 
•Durant, Joseph A., T/Srt 
Durham, Millard G., 1st Lt 
Durk, Robert A., 1st Lt 
Durkce, Jack C., 1st Lt 
Durvage, Robert J., Pfc 
Dutcher, Cornelius G., T/4 
Duty, William B.. T/4 
D’Vorkin, Nathan D., M/Sgt 
Dwarak, Stanley G.. S/Sgt 


yer, Lloyd H., T/Sgt 
Dyke, Donald L., Pfc 
yke, Robert G., 1st Lt 


yki, Vitold, S/Sgt 
ykstra, Ervin L., Sgt 
ymanski, Harold J., S/Sgt 
ziennk, Albert W., Sgt 

T? t>r„ 


Eagle, Columbus D., Pfc 
Eagon, James A.. T/4 
Eaker, Fred L., Mai 
Eaker, James W., S/Sgt 
Eakins. Chester M.. Capt 
Earle, Fred R., 2d I.t 
Eastep, George E.. T/4 
Easterday, Howard D., S/Sgt 
Katman, William E., Pfc 
Ebeling. Erhardt H.. T/4 
Ebert, Clarence V., T /Sgt 
Eckart, Walter T., Cap! 
Edelmann. Edwin C., T/3 
•Eden, John, T/Sg:t 
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Eddy, Arthur R., Capt 
Edling, James E., Pfc 
Edwards, Carlton L., Pfc 
Edwards, Claude M., Pfc 
Edwards, Harvey J., T/3 
Edwards, Louis K., S/Sgt 
Edwards, Oscar A., T/4 
Edwards, Olen D., T/5 
Edwards, Thomas F., S/Sgt 
Edwin, M. Gibson, 1st Sgt 
Egert, Joseph W., Pfc 
E^ing. Carl J., Pfc 
Eikcnberry, Ivan E., Pfc 
*Eisenbraun, Clarence D., 1st Lt 
Eitemiller, William H., S/Sgt 
Elbert, Kenneth A., Pfc 
Eliseo, Patsey F., Pfc 
Ellert, George C., S/Sgt 
Ellis, James G., 1st Lt 
Ellis, Melvin L, S/Sgt 
Ellison, James A., Pfc 
Ellsworth, Harold B., Sgt 
Eltzroth, Richard, 1st Lt 
*Emanuale, George, S/Sgt 
Emanueale, Richard T., 1st Lt 
Embry, John W., T/5 
Emmons, Otto L., Cpl 
•Endress, Robert C., 1st Lt 
Engstrom, John E., S/Sgt 
Enhill, Charles J., M/Sgt 
Ennis, Robert G^ T/Sgt 
Ensor, William C., Jr., Sgt 
Erickson, Harold A^ o/Sgt 
* Erickson, Roy G., Sgt 
Erikson, Axel V., 1st Lt 
Erminy, Diamond E., Pfc 
Emspiker, Verne L., T/Sgt 
Essix, Regis R., S/Sgt 
Esworthy, John G., Pfc 
Etchells, tames T., T/4 
Evans, Charles O., Jr., Sgt 
Evans, Joseph C., Jr., S/Sgt 
Evans, Joseph O., T/3 
Evanchuck, Paul, Pfc 
Everhart, James R., S/Sgt 
Everitt, Carey F., Sgt 
Everman, Clarence F., T/5 
Ewert, George W., Srt 
Ewing, Charles H., Capt 

Faas, Abraham J., M/Sgt 
Fahey, FredericlG Jr., Pfc 
Fahey, John T.. Sgt 
Fahr, Charles M.. Pfc 
Faircloth, W. J., Pfc 
Fairfall, Vernon L., Sgt 
Fandal, Frederick F., Pfc 
Fanning, Alfred A., S/Sgt 
Fanning, Robert L., M/Sgt 
Fargnoli, Carmine A., T/4 
Farina, Nicholas T/5 
Farkus, Martin L., Sgt 
Farley, Lesley E., S/Sgt 
Farnsworth, Alma R., S/Sgt 
Farrar, Lynn D., T/4 
Farrell, Bernard L., Sgt 
Farrell, Eugene C.. T/4 
Faught, Raymond G.. Pfc 
Fawes, Arthur W.. S/Sgt 
Fedcrkeil, Roland C.. T/4 
Feery, William H., Capt 
Feldman, Nathan, Pfc 
Fench, Henry B., Jr., Capt 
Fenorini, Al^rt J.. T/4 
Ferguson, Arthur J,, S/Sgt 
Ferguson. James F., 2d Lt 
Ferla, Salvatore, Pfc 
Ferrell, Arthur L.. Jr., Sgt 
Ferretti. William P.. S/Sgt 
Ferris, Gilbert H., Pvt 
Festa, Eugene A., S/Sgt 
Feury, John J., Cpl 
Fezettcr, Herbert N., T/5 
Fialkow, Samuel L., S/Sgt 
Ficarra, Salvatore J.. Pfc 
Ficarelli, Philio D.. Cpl 
Fichtner, Charles. Sgt 
Ficolello, George S., T/Sgt 
Field, Alvin, S/Sgt 

•Denotes Oak Leaf Ouster 


Field, Robert W., 2d Lt 
Fields, William C., Pfc 
tier, Robert W., T/4 
Figus, Irwin B.. Pfc 
Finely, Wilbur E., Sgt 
Fink, Russell J., S/Sgt 
Finke, Paul L.. T/4 
Finnan, Franklyn J., Sgt 
Finney, James C., Jr., T/5 
Finley, Wallace, Pfc 
Firle, Charles H., T/5 
Fischer, Gunther A., Sgt 
Fishback, William A., S/Sgt 
Fisher, Carroll H., S/Sgt 
Fisher, Francis C., Pfc 
Fitzgerald, Philip, S/Sgt 
Fitzpatrick, John T., T/4 
Fitzsimmons, R^mond, S/Sgt 
Fix, Alfred E., Capt 
Flannery, M. Glenn, Capt 
•Fleir, Lester L., T/4 
Fleming, Edward J., Pfc 
Fletcher, Wallace C., S/Sgt 
Fliegcr, Thomas, Pfc 
Flinn, Robert A., 1st Lt 
Flippo, Melvin, Pfc 
Flores, Delfino C., S/Sgt 
•Floridcs, Gregory C., Maj 
Flowers, William E., Pfc 
Floyd. Homer E„ Pfc 
Flusek, Milo B., T/5 
Flynn, Jerome A.. Capt 
Fodder, Oscar, Pfc 
Foelsch, Richard G., Capt 
Foley, Millard L., Pfc 
Fontenot, Fasten, T/Sgt 
Ford, Donald F., T/5 
Ford, Donald W., T/S 
Forker, William J., Jr., 1st Lt 
Fortier, Donald R., S/Sgt 
Fortney, Forrest H., S/Srt 
Fortunato, Raymond, 1st Lt 
Fosdick, Harold R., Sgt 
Fosnight, Dale P., Pfc 
Foss, Leo G., Pfc 
Foster, Harry C., Pfc 
Fountain, Clarence F., Sgt 
Fowler, Bruce E., S/Sgt 
Fowler, James A., T/5 
Fowler, John G., Sgt 
Fox, Harold W., T/Sgt 
Fox, Hunter L., 1st Lt 
Fox, Melvin H., Pfc 
Fox, Robert L., S/Sgt 
Fraley, Glenn W., S/Sgt 
Fralick, Richard M., T/Sgt 
Franeic, John W., T/4 
Frank, David L., Capt 
Frank, O. Page, 1st Lt 
Frank, Stanley, 1st Lt 
Franklin, John S.. T/4 
Franklin, Richard L., T/5 
Franklin, Robert L., Pfc 
Franz, Franklin E., Jr., Maj 
Franz, Philip. T/Sgt 
Frazer, John B., Pfc 
Frazier, Douglas P., Lt Col 
Freeh, William, Sgt 
Freed, John D., Col 
Freedman, Saul, Pfc 
Freel, Joseph A., 1st Sgt 
Freeman, Albert, T/Sgl 
Freeman, Joe C., 1st Sgt 
Freireich, Burton P., Pfc 
Freize, Andrew M., T/Sgt 
French, Edward C., Cpl 
French, Lewis W., Pfc 
French, Robert .A., S/Sgt 
Frey, Abraham, T/4 
Fried. Leon W., 2d Lt 
Friedburg, Robert. 1st Lt 
Friel, Maurice J., T/4 
Friend, Lyly A., .S/Sgt 
Fritchie, Donald D., Sgt 
Fritz, Gordon C.. 1st Lt 
Froesc, Robert H., Cpl 
Frohlich. William F., S/Sgt 
Froloff, Paul W., T/4 
Fruge, Elias, Pvt 


Fruits, George W., T/5 
Frye, Roland M., Capt 
Fulkerson, Hubert H., 1st Lt 
Fuller, Floyd B., T/3 
Fuller, Paul, Jr., Pfc 
Fuller, Russell D., Cpl 
Fultz, Harmon E., Pfc 
Funk, Iver, S/Sgt 
Funk, Martine, Pfc 
Furniss, Harry N., Pfc 
Fuschino, Joseph J., Sgt 
Fusilo, Buster F., T/5 
Fuss, Anthony F., Sgt 

Gabuzda, Stephen J., S/Sgt 
Gaiduk, Ronald A., 2d Lt 
Galeener, Leon W., Sgt 
Galiardo, Cosmo A., Pfc 
Galieti, Camille A., T/Sgt 
Gallagher, Fred C., S/Sgl 
Gallagher, James W., S/Sgt 
Gallo, Frank, Pfc 
Gano, Russell G., S/Sgt 
Gamble, Robert H., Ill, Pfc 
Gandet, Russell K., Pvt 
Gannett, Paul J., Pfc 
Gapen, John D., Capt 
Garcia, Charles A., Pfc 
Garcia, Leo F., Jr., T/Sgt 
Gardiner, Robert M„ 1st Lt 
Gardner, Gerald F., Pfc 
Garmon, Leonard H., Pfc 
Garrett, Billy F., T/Sgt 
Garrick, Malcolm T., S/Sgt 
Garrison, Howard F., S/Sgft 
Garstensen, William H., T/5 
Garvin, Charles J., WOJG 
Garvin, William H., Capt 
•Gatchel, Forrest S., Maj 
Gatz, Edwin C., Maj 
Gauvin, VictorJ., Pfc 
Gay, Johnney, T/4 
Gazda, Stephen G., Sgt 
Gazdicr, Russell J., T/Sgt 
Gehrken, Arnold R., T/5 
Geick, Robert J., Pfc 
Geiger, Herbert P., Pfc 
Geist, Herman J., T/5 
Geit, Edward G., S/Sgt 
Ceilings, Henry B.^/Sgt 
Gennaro, Anthony Di, Cpl 
Gensler, Donald R., Cpl 
Gentry, Thomas C., Pfc 
Gcohegan, John A., 1st Lt 
•Gerleman, Harry E., Maj 
German, Robert W., Pfc 
Geroux, David J., Pfc 
Geske, James A., Pfc 
Getta, Walter J., Cpl 
Getz, Robert L., T/5 
Ghegan, John, 1st Sgt 
Ghidella, Tino M., Cpl 
Gianini, Attilio, Cpl 
Gibbons, William L., Pfc 
Gibbons, William M., T/5 
Gibson, William R., Pfc 
Gielenfeld, Kenneth J., S/Sgl 
Giese, Kenneth W., T/Sgt 
Gieslcr, Paul W., S/Sgt 
Gifford, Charles E., 2d Lt 
Gilbert, Roland B., S/Sgt 
Gilkerson, David L., Jr., Pfc 
Gill, Horace L., S/^t 
Giiiand, George A., Pfc 
Gilliland. Billy M., Pfc 
Gilmer, Orville O., S/Sgt 
Giordano, James, S/Sgt 
Giorgio, Joseph A., T/4 
Gironda, William P., T/5 
Gish. George R., Capt 
Gitlin, Sidney, T/5 
Gladstone, Lewis, 1st Sgt 
Glidden, Arnard M., CWO 
Gnake, Henry J., T/Sgt 
Goddard, Ralph E., Pfc 
Godfrey, James F., Sgt 
Godsie, Cecil W., Cpl 
Goff, Odell O., S/Sgt 
Goff, Junior W., Sgt 
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Goblke, Norman N.. M/Sgt 
Gold, Raymond L., Sgt 
Golden, Joseph T., T/5 
*Golding, Weph G., Jr., 2d Lt 
Goldman, Robert G., Sgt 
Goldman, Sidney J., 1st Sgt 
Goldstein, Earl S., Capt 
Goldstein, Melvin R., Pfc 
Gonda, August J., Cpl 
Gonsorosky, Edwin J., Pfc 
Gonzales, Henry, 1st Sgt 
Gooch, Reid. E., Pfc 
Good, Leonard D., Jr., Pfc 
Goode, Allen L., Pfc 
Goodman, Robert, Capt 
Gookins, Clarence D.. Cpl 
Gordan, William R., Pfc 
Gordon, Alvin D„ Pfc 
Gordon, Eugene A., Capt 
Gordon, Henry Y., Pfc 
Gordon, Henry, Srt 
Gordon, Jack E^ Capt 
Gordon, Vade, T /Sgt 
Gorse, Robert M., Pfc 
Gossett, Lester F., Sgt 
Gostowski, Walter A., Pfc 
Grabin, Morris, T/4 
Grabowski. Bernard J., S/Sgt 
Grace, Richard L., T/5 
Gracy, Bernard B., 1st Lt 
Graddy, James E., S/Sgt 
Grady, Donald E„ S/Sgt 
Grady, Franklin L., S/Sgt 
Grady, Harold D., S/Sgt 
Graeler, Kenneth C., T/3 
Graessle, Willi.am T., Maj 
Graf, Jos^h E., T/Sgt 
Graham, Franklin T., Pfc 
Graham, Richard 1^., Cpl 
Graham, Richey V., Jr., Capt 
Graham, Robert C., 1st Sgt 
Grainger, John C., 1st Lt 
Gramalya, Robert H., T/5 
Granath, John W.. Pfc 
•Grant, Willard H., Lt Col 
Grant. William O., Sgt 
Grasch, Anton R.. T/S 
Grasmick. Richard, S/Sgt 
Graves, Wilbur W., T/4 
Gray, Eldon E., Cpl 
Gray. John W., 1st Lt 
Green, John M., 2d Lt 
Green, Osmond B., T/4 
Green, Robert K., Pfc 
Greenberg, Irwin, Pfc 
Greene, Augustus A., Sgt 
Greene, Daniel N., T/5 
Greene, Edward A., Pfc 
Greene, Mack D., T/3 
Greenlaw, George D., Pfc 
Greenwood. Francis A„ Sgt 
Greer, Alvin, Sgt 
Greer, Jessie M., S/Sgt 
Gregory, Bernard A., S/Sgt 
Greiss, William A., Cnl 
Greulich, Frederick W., T/5 
Grewatz, Philin C., T/4 
Grieshaber, Otto A., Sgt 
Griffin, George F., .S/Sgt 
Grguric. Thomas, Pfc 
Griffin, Jimmie L.. Cnl 
Griffith, William E., Pfc 
Griffiths, James E., Pfc 
Grimaldi, Jnsenh A.. S/Sgt 
Grimberg, Paul H., T/4 
Griswold, Joseph R., Sgt 
Groelinir, Cravton H,, S/Sgt 
Gross, Kenneth P.. S/Sgt 
Grosswiler, Joseph R., T/5 
Groveman, William, Pfc 
Grubb, Woodrow, Pfc 
Grupa, Lucian S., 1st Lt 
Gryhiewicb. Charles T., Pfc 
Grzenia. William T., S/Sgt 
Grzewkiewicz. Ferdinand, S/Sgt 
Grzybowski, Benjamin J.. T/4 
Guard. Warren M., Cant 
Guenther. Joseph H., Sgt 
Gudac, Anthony V., S/Sgt 
Gudzus, Wallace V., T/5 


•Denotes Oak Leaf Cluster 


Guess, Edward L., Sgt 
Guex, Richard S., T/S 
Guida, Anthony S., 2d Lt 
Gulatte, James W„ Capt 
Gullekson, Carl L., 1st Lt 
Gullixzon, Walter R., T/4 
Gumbert, James, Sgt 
Gunn, Norman F., 1st Lt 
Gunstaed, Warren W., Pfc 
Guse, Charles, S/Sgt 
Gust, Edward A., Sgt 
Guthrie, John H., Maj 
Gutman. Charles, 1st Lt 
Gutow’ski, Julian A., S/Sgt 
Guy, John A., Capt 

•Habcrman, Carl F., 1st Lt 
Hacker, Donald C., Pfc 
Hacker, Willi.im B., 1st Lt 
Hackman. Edgar H., Pfc 
Hackney, Clarence S., Pfc 
Haddox, Jackson A., S/Sgt 
Hafker, John R., M/Sgt 
Hage, Bendix O., T/4 
Hagen, Carl J., 1st Lt 
Hagen, Kristofer, Capt 
Hager, Robert O., S/Sgt 
Hahn, James L., T/5 
Haigler, James W., S/Sgt 
Hakala, George E., Sgt 
Halcomb, Elmer, S/Sgt 
Hale, James E., Sgt 
Hale, Tandy R., Pfc 
Haley, Harry J., Sgt 
Haley, Thomas J., Pfc 
Haley, Walter M., Sgt 
Hall, Devritt, Pfc 
Hall. Melvin, Pfc 
Hall. William T.. Cpl 
Halloran, Thomas A., T/5 
Hanley, Thomas V., Jr., Cpl 
Hamm, Joseph W., Sgt 
Hammer, John W., Cant 
Hammcrly, Lawrence iL. S/Sgt 
Hampton, Leonard H., S/Sgt 
Haadsman, Eugene TL, 1st Sgt 
Hanna. James M., Pfc 
Hannah, Silas E., Sgt 
Hannon, Patrick H., 1st T-t 
Hannussak, Stephens J., Pfc 
Hansen, Bernard K., S/Sgt 
Hansen, Mort A., Cpl 
Hanson, Hilman F., T/Sgt 
Hanson, Richard C., Pfc 
Harbaugh, Earl W., Pfc 
Harbert, John H,, Sgt 
*TTardenf)ergh, Henry H.. Maj 
Hardison, Albert D., T/5 
Hardison, Erikin H., S/Sgt 
Tfargrove. Glenn W., S/.Sgt 
Harkness. Calvin L., Pfc 
Harlan. Earl K., 1st Lt 
Harland. Arthur T.. T/4 
Harmon, William T,, Jr.,T/4 
Harold. Joseph R., 2d Lt 
Haroldson, Gus, Pfc 
Harp, Robert. 1st Lt 
Harper, Clifford R., S/Sgt 
Harper, Donald. Pfc 
•Harper. Leslie D., T/Sgt 
Harper, Rolfe C.. S/Sgt 
Harper, William M., S/Sgt 
Harper. Wilton M., T/Sgt 
Harr. Melvin L.. Pfc 
Harrell, Hardy M.. M/Sgt 
Harrell, Julius G., Cant 
Tfarrell, Robert A.. Pvt 
Harris. Alvin L,. Capt 
Harris. Benjamin T.. Pfc 
Harrisk, James A., S/Sgt 
Harrison, Rov, T/5 
Harsha. Alex', Jr., T/5 
TTart, Carson E., T/5 
Hart, Clare D.. S/Sgt 
Hart, T.eslic F.. Capt 
TTart. Roswell B.. Col 
T farter, Donald B., T/Sgt 
TTartman, Alva E., Col 
TTartman, Earl R., Sgt 
Hartman, John T., T/4 


Hartman, Robert B., 1st Sgt 
Hartsell, JTuston .A,, Sgt 
Hartwig, John C., T/Sgt 
Hartzell, Richard. T/Sgt 
Hartrog, Jack H.. Pfc 
Harvcil. Lloyd C.. T/4 
Hartwick, Albert D., S/Sgt 
Harvic, Chester T., Maj 
Harwayne, Martin. Pfc 
Hashell. Ellsworth. Sgt 
Haslett, William B.. M/Sgt 
Hassell. Robert E., 1st Lt 
Hassell, William L., S/Sgt 
Haupt. Guy W.. Sgt 
Hauser, John H.. 1st Sgt 
Havas, Yamdas, Pfc 
Hawke, William J., S/Sgt 
Hawkins, William M., Maj 
Hawley, Robert A.. 1st Sgt 
Hawthorne, Warren D., T/S 
Hayes, Herbert L., T/5 
Hayes, Thomas H., Col 
Hayes, William G., S/Sgt 
Hayslip, Michael R., T/5 
Hazard, Hubert W., Sgt 
Hazelburg, Marian J., Sgt 
Head. Bernard R.. WOJG 
Head. Cecil F., Cpl 
Healy, John E., T/Sgt 
Heckert, Robert J., Capt 
Hede, Edward J., 2d Lt 
Hedglin, Marling, Pvt 
Heft, Julius E,, 1st Lt 
Heidt, Paul F., T/5 
Heiman, Florent J., S/Sgt 
Hein, Albert, Capt 
Hein, Harry L., Pfc 
Heinkel, Edward C., T/Sgt 
Heisinger, Edward II, .S/Sgt 
Heite, Theodore M., Sgt 
Heiberg, Theodore C., T/Sgt 
Held, Royer B., 1st Lt 
Heldberg, Theodore C., T/Sgt 
Helke, T^eonard W., Pfc 
Helms, Gaylor H., S/Sgt 
Hcltslcy, Herald A., Pfc 
Hemingway, Tack W., 1st Lt 
Hempleman, Dorwin J., T/5 
Hench. Harold E., Maj 
Henderson, Dudley B., Pfc 
Henderson, Grrnon, S/Sgt 
Henderson, James R., S/.Sgt 
Henderson, .Samuel H., 1st Lt 
Henderson, William E., S/Sgt 
Hendricks, George, S/Sgt 
Henefield, George L., T/Svt 
Hengclbrock, James W., S/Sgt 
Henke. Elroy W., Sgt 
Henke, Victor L., Jr., T/4 
Henke, Warren E., T/3 
Hennessy, Edward J., Capt 
Henske, i.ee, T/Sgt 
Hentges, James F.. Jr.. Pfc 
Herb. William H., S/Sgt 
Herring, Rufus K., Pfc 
Hershberger, George E.. Pfc 
Hertel, Henry E.. WOJG 
Herzig, John P.. Capt 
Hess, Donald F.. Pfc 
Hess. John R.. T/Sgt 
Hester, Jnsenh S., .S/Sgt 
Hester, William D., S/Sgt 
Hetzner, Otto J., S/Sgt 
Hevcrly. Bernard. T/Sgt 
Hewitt, Donald W., Pfc 
Heyob, Robert J., T/Sgt 
Hibbard, Robert, 1st Lt 
Hickey, Edward, Pfc 
Hickey, John G., S/Sgt 
Higgens, Francis C.. Sgt 
Higgens, Jessie E., Sgt 
Higgens, Lawrence W.. Sgt 
Higginbotham, Joseph E.. Cpl 
Higgins, Gregory L., Lt Col 
Higgins, Robert G., T/4 
Higgins. Walter, Sgt 
Hiehtower, Dillard O,. S/Sgt 
Hilder, Richard P., Cant 
Hill, Archibald E., CWO 
Hill. Carl W.. Pfc 
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Hill. Harry N.. S/Sgt 
Hill, Virgil W.. T/4 
Hill. Walter L., Jr.. T/Sgt 
Hill, William R., S/Sgt 
Hill, Willis M., S/Sgt 
Hillary, Louis D., S/Sgt 
Hilliard, Claude R.. S/Sgt 
Hinchy, Cornelius G., 2d Lt 
Hinck, Claus F., S/Sgt 
Hines. Eugene W., S/Srt 
Hines. Wayman L.. T/Sgt 
Hingst, Lawrence A., T/5 
Hinkel. Donald I.. S/Sgt 
Hinson. David A. K., Pfe 
Hintz, Otto V., Pfe 
Hirneisen. Donald A., WOJG 
Hirth, Carl £., 1st Lt 
Hitt, Arthur O., Jr., Pfe 
Hnat, John, S/Sgt 
Hobbs, William D., T/Sgt 
Hobdy, Richard D., 1st Lt 
Hobles, Eugene W., S/Sgt 
Hock. Charles F., S/Sgt 
Hockenbroch, Glenn E., T/5 
Hocking, Russell, T/4 
Hockman, Harold, S/Sgt 
Hodge, Edd, S/Srt 
Hodges, Travis W., Pfe 
Hodous, ^Ivester J., M/Sgt 
Hoecker, Ralph A., T/4 
Hoeft, Richard A., T/Sgt 
Hoel. Wilbur J.. CWO 
Hoenigman, F^rank W., 1st Lt 
Hoffman. Arthur I., S/Sgt 
Hoffman, Paul. T/4 
Hogelee. Haavaar O., S/Sgt 
Hogentogler, Allen B.. T/5 
Hogfelt, Gunnar H., Pvt 
Hogg. Joseph F., S/Sgt 
Hoinski, Chester, T/5 
Hohman, Alvin C., Sgt 
Hoke, Hurbert H., T/S 
Hoke, Stanton R., S/Srt 
Holcomb. Benny L., Ptc 
Holland, Allan R.. Pfe 
Holland. William R.. 2d Lt 
Hollands worth, Chester M., Cpl 
Hollins. Lewis S., Sgt 
Hollister, Robert E., Capt 
Holloway, O. C., S/Sgt 
Holloway, Wallace L., Pfe 
Holloweil, Harry L., Sgt 
Hollowell, Maurice L./T/S 
Holmes, Floyd O., T/Sgt 
Holmes, Joseph R., Pfe 
Holt, James L., T/5 
Holt. Urban F.. T/Sgt 
Holzhauer. Norman W., T/Sgt 
Honeyager, Donald F., T/4 
Honeycutt, Willie L,. Pfe 
Honkoski, Steve J., Cpl 
Hood, Troy L., Sgt 
Hook, Thomas A., T/Sgt 
Hooks, Elmer C., Pfe 
Hope, Mitchell E., Capt 
Hopkins, James P., S/Sgt 
Hopkins. Malcolm J., Capt 
Hopkins, Robert, Pfe 
Horn, Neil Lewis, Capt 
Horn, Walter S., Pfe 
Horne, John W.. T/Sgt 
Hombeck, Frazier E., Sgt 
Horning, William A., T/S 
Hornthal, William, S/Sgt 
Horowitz, Murray B., S/Sgt 
Horst, Wilbur A., T/Sgt 
Horton, Henry C., 1st Lt 
Horvath, Emil G., T/5 
Hostettlcr. Alexander F., Sgt 
Hotaling. William J., 1st Lt 
Houck, William C.. 2d Lt 
Houck, William, T/Sgt 
Howard, Carl W., Capt 
Howard, Issac. T/Sgt 
Howard. Lloyd E., 1st Lt 
Howard, Meric. Sgt 
Howard. Robert W,. T/Sgt 
Howell. Woodrow W.. Cpl 
Howes, Wesley D., S^ 

Hoyle, Jack E., 2d Lt 

•Denotes Oak Leaf Cluster 


Hoyle, Robert J., T/5 
Hrengo, Joseph M., Pfe 
Hmcirik, John J., Pfe 
Huckabee, Alfred C., T/5 
Hubbard, Burritt S., Pfe 
Hubbard, James E., Pfe 
Hubbard, Jesse L., 1st Lt 
Hubbard, William E., Capt 
Huber, Richard J., T/4 
Hudson, Edmund VV'., T/5 
Hudson, Mark R., Maj 
Huey, Richard E., Pfe 
Huflf, Earl R., Pfe 
Huff, Edward K., Srt 
Huges, Robert W., T/4 
Hughes, Alton H., Pfe 
Hughes, James D., Sgt 
Hughes, James L., S/Sgt 
Hulett, Henry J., 1st Sgt 
Hull, Hubert D., Jr., T/4 
Hulse, Charles H., T/5 
Hume. James W., Pfe 
Humes, Richard P., Pfe 
Hunt, Edward A., Sgt 
Hunter, Barton H., Capt 
Hunter, Paul B., T/Sgt 
Huntington. Robert J.. T/5 
Hurley, Harry J., T/4 
Hursh, John S., T/Sgt 
Hurt, Clyde R., T/3 
Hussey, Omar E., S/Srt 
Hutcherson, Franklin L.. Cpl 
Hutson, Dwight G., S/Sgt 
Hutt, Aloysius. Cpl 
Hykill, Joseph G., T/Sgt 
Hyney, Carl M., T/S 

lacovelle, Americo. Pfe 
Ihnat, Emil R., Capt 
Ingels. Lafon R., Pfe 
Ingram, Jerry M., Sgt 
Ingram. Robert R.. S/Sgt 
Inman, James H., T/4 
Innman, Eugene, T/5 
lodice, Antonio, 1st Lt 
lorfida, Dominick S., S/Sgt 
lorio, Vincent E., Pfe 
Irving, Thurman A., Lt Col 
Isaacs, Earl N., Pfe 
Isbell, Norman K., T/Sgt 
Isley, J. D.. T/Sgt 
Isralsky, Emanuel, T/4 

Jackley, Alva B., Pfe 
Jackson. Ben R., S/Sgt 
Jacks, Frank, S/Sgt 
Jackson, J. P., 2d Lt 
Jackson. I.estey H., Pfe 
Jackson, Oliver, Pfe 
Jackson, Raymond, Mai 
Jackson. Thomas L., Ptc 
Jacobs, Raymond J., Cpl 
Jacobs. Wilfred G., S/Srt 
Jacobson, Goodwin L., Pfe 
Jackson, Edgar A., Pfe 
Jaewick, Michael, T/Srt 
James, Alfred M., 1st Lt 
James, Byrd L., 1st Lt 
James, Ernest G., Jr.. Capt 
James, Ivev L., WOJG 
Janes. William D., 1st Lt 
Janicke, Terrance J., T/3 
Janowicz, Julius, 2d Lt 
Janus, Alfred P., Cpl 
Taques, Edgar G., T/5 
Jarvos, George, 1st Sgt 
jasenee, John, S/Sgt 
Jasilaitis. John J., 1st Sgt 
Jaycos, Charles M., 2d Lt 
Jeffers, Paul J.. 1st Lt 
Jeffries, Raymond A.. S/Sgt 
Jelinek, Leslie S., S/Sgt 
Jenkins, Donald A., Sgt 
Jenkins, Samuel O,, S/Sgt 
Jennings, Charles G., Pvt 
Jessop, George R.. Cpl 
Jett, Revelle F., S/Sgt 
Tochman. Frank V., T/Sgt 
Johanson, Ruben F., Pfe 
Johns, William A., Sgt 


Johnson, Arnold R., Sgt 
Johnson. Albert L., 1st Lt 
Johnson, Chester A., Sgt 
Johnson, Carol L., Sgt 
Johnson, Charles L.. S/Sgt 
Johnson. Forest E., T/5 
Johnson. Herschel L., Pfe 
Johnson, James D., Capt 
Johnson. James F., Jr., Pfe 
Johnson. James W., T/5 
Johnson. Kenneth T., Capt 
Johnson, Kenneth O., T/5 
Johnson, Leonard G., Cpl 
Johnson, Lloyd L., 1st Lt 
Johnson, Martin J., Sgt 
Johnson, Russell J., S/Sgt 
Johnson, Robert L., Sgt 
Johnson, Theo B., S/Sgt 
Johnson, Tino D., Pfe 
Johnson, Walton P., Capt 
Johnston, Gordon F., S/Sgt 
Johnston, James L., S/Sgt 
Joncll, Milton L.. S/Sgt 
Jones, Cedric K., T/3 
Jones, Harry B., T/5 
Jones, Howard S.. Jr., T/5 
Jones, John P., Pfe 
Jones, John Z., Pfe 
Jones, Richard M., Capt 
Jones, William A., Capt 
Jones, William A., Pfe 
Jones, Worell C., T/5 
Jordan. James M., 1st Sgt 
Jorgenson, Leroy A., Cpl 
lost, George, 1st Lt 
Jouppi, Russell F., T/4 
Judy, Claude R., Pfe 
Judy, Harry E., Sgt 
Jurman, William, S/Sgt 
Jushinskas. Thomas R., T/Sgt 
Justice, Lloyd. T/5 

Kacuceivicz, Stanley, 1st Lt 
Kaiser, Eugene C., S/Sgt 
Kaiser, Joseph O., Maj 
Kaminski, Jack, Pfe 
Kane, Edward R., Capt 
Kanin, Edmund A., Pfe 
Kapp, William P., Jr., Sgt 
Kappel, Karl G.. 1st Lt 
Karalekas, Nicholas P., Pfe 
Karas, Joseph, Cpl 
Karp, Irwin, 1st Lt 
Karp, Been, Pfe 
Kasper, Raymond A.. S/Sgt 
Kastner. Robert M., Sgt 
Katers, Merlin J., Pfe 
Katherman, Elliot T., Maj 
Katoski, Albert R., T/4 
Katra, Henry T., M/Sgt 
Katting, Leonard R., T/5 
Kaun, Alvin S., S/Sgt 
Kauppi, Russell W., 1st Lt 
Kava, Samuel. T/5 
Kaye. Philip R., T/Sgt 
Keel, Carson, Pfe 
Keenum. Everett, T/Sgt 
Keiffe, Christopher B., T/Srt 
Keiling. Herman J., Jr., S/Sgt 
Keliik, Woodrow, 1st Sgt 
Kelley, .Arthur H., 2d Lt 
Kelly. Charles T., T/5 
Kelley, Francis P.. 1st Lt 
Kelley, David E., Sgt 
Kelley, Ralph, Jr., .S/Sgt 
Kelln, Gottlieb D., S/Sgt 
Kelly, Bernard W., S/Sgt 
Kelly, Berwyn C., S/Sgt 
Kelly, Matthew J., T/Sgt 
Kelly, Theodore L., T/Sgt 
Kelly, Victor Q., Irt Lt 
Kemman, I.awrence H., Lt Col 
Kemmick, Donald H., Pvt 
Kendall. Arthur H., S/Sgt 
Kennedy, Lvlc J., Lt Col 
Kennedy, William T., Sgt 
Kenner, John L., Pvt 
Keown, Dennis H., T/Sgt 
Kepler, Charles R., T/5 
Kern, ^fatten H., Sgt 
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Kern, Rudolph L., S/Sgt 
Kerr, John R., Pfe 
Kerr, Merton A., Sgt 
Kcsselman, Joseph H., Pfe 
Kewatt, Gerald L., T/4 
Keyes, Richard W., Lt Col 
Keyser, Charles T., M/Sgt 
Kidwell, Leslie E., Cpl 
Kieffer, Cecil P., T/Sgt 
Kilb, Walter E., T/5 
Kilgore, Douglas D., Pfe 
Kilgore, Elmer J., T/Sgt 
Killebrew, Estille, T/4 
Killian, Edwin A., T/Sgt 
Kimmitt, Joseph S., Capt 
Kinchcloc, ^mes G., Pfe 
King, Carl L)., Pvt 
King, Gordon D., Pfe 
King, HughJ., 2d Lt 
King, John C., Sgt 
King, William S., S/Sgt 
Kingery, Roy M., Pfe 
Kingsley, Robert E., Pfe 
Kinkeaa, Herbert E., Srt 
Kinnamon, Russell H., Sgt 
Kirby, Charles E., S/Sgt 
Kirby, Henry R., T/5 
Kirk, James P., Jr., T/Sgt 
Kirkpatriek, Herman L., Capt 
Kirkwo(^, William C., S/Sgt 
Kirseh. John L, Sgt 
Kirsehbaum, Julian, Pfe 
Kisling, Glenn R., 1st Lt 
Kisman, William, Sgt 
Kitsteiner, Wiliam S., S/Sgt 
Kittleson, Carl M., Pfe 
Kittredge, Daniel W., Capt 
Klice, Louis, T/S 
Kliess, Harold W., Sgt 
Klimkiewiez, Joseph!., 1st Lt 
Kneeland, Bernard T., 1st Sgt 
Knight, William E., 1st Lt 
Kniola, Eugene A., Sgt 
Knoll, Jean K., T/5 
Knop, Earl F., Pfe 
Knowles, Royal J., T/Sgt 
Knowles, Vanis L., Pfe 
Kohake, Daniel C., T/Sgt 
Kolloway, Donald M., Pfe 
Koltiski, Bernard J., Pfe 
Kopp. Joseph J., T/Sgt 
Koraleski, Bernard G., Pfe 
Korb, Francis L., T/Sgt 
Korich, Charles M., S/Sgt 
Korman, Alexander, Pfe 
Kosares, John P., S^ 

Kossman. James L., Sgt 
Koster, Francis D., 1st Lt 
Kostick, Edward. T/4 
Kot, Joseph A., 2d Lt 
Kotowski, Thaddeus V., Pfe 
Kouns, Don E., Pfe 
Kracoff, Kerry, 1st Lt 
Kramer, Samuel A., Pfe 
Kramer. William J., 1st Sgt 
Kranz, Michael, Tr., Pfe 
Kraus, William H., S/Sgt 
Krause, Erwin E.. S/Sgt 
Kraznaik. George T.. T/Sgt 
Krcelie, Nicholas, T/Sgt 
Krenisky, Peter, T/4 
Kreuzberger, Paul T.. S/Sgt 
Krier, Edward P., T/3 
Krimmel, William H.. T/5 
Krippner, Robert L.. T/4 
Krlsniski, .Anthony J., Cpl 
Krisulewicz. Teofil, S/Sgt 
Krofehick, Johnnie, 1st Lt 
Krofchick, Johnnie, T/Sgt 
Kryszkowski. Frederick J., Pfe 
Kryzen, Richard J., T/5 
Kryzkanowski. Edward W., Pfe 
Kubiak, Thomas R.. Sgt 
Kucharezyk, Donald, T/5 
Kucinich, Peter, Pvt 
Kuezynski, Walter, Pfe 
Kuemmcrlein. Edward L., S/Sgt 
Kuglcr, John F., Pfe 
Kuhlick, Earl H.. Pfe 
Kuhns, Frank E., 1st Lt 


•Denotes Oak Leaf Ouster 


Kuiken, Lester J., T/Sgt 
Kulbock, Joseph A., Capt 
Kupec, Frank J., T/Sgt 
Kupfer, John L., T/Sgt 
Kurathowski, Edmund W., S/Sgt 
Kurinsky, Rudolph, Pfe 
Kurtright, Ralph R., Capt 
Kurtz, Kenneth V., T/5 
Kuter, Robert L., T/Sgt 
Kuze, Donald A., T/A 
Kyle, Oliver C., 1st Lt 

Lackey, Vinton J., Pfe 
La^rree, Ronald G., Sgt 
Laing, Jesus R., Pfe 
Laird, Charles D„ Sgt 
Lais, Harry F., T/Sgt 
Lamana, Peter C., 1st Lt 
Lambert, William, S/Sgt 
Lamp, Vernon D., S/Sgt 
Lanahan, Jon V., Pfe 
Land, Herman, S/Sgt 
Lane, Herman, S/Sgt 
Lane, Thomas F., T/5 
Lane, Willard V., 1st Lt 
Lang, Edward A., Jr., S/Sgt 
Lange, John L., Pfe 
Langfeldt, Ralph C., T/5 
Langley, William B., Sgt 
Langly, William B., Sgt 
Lanni, Andrew C., Pfe 
Lapidus, Harold, 1st Lt 
Largent, Rinehard L., Capt 
Larkin, Ted B., Pfe 
La Rocca, Earl C.. WOJG 
La Rue, Henri, 1st Lt 
La Rue, James W^ T/5 
Larrabee, Leo J., Cnl 
Larsen, Frederick B., Sgt 
Larsen, Ray W., T/Sgt 
Larson, Donald G., Capt 
Larson, Lamoyne, Cpl 
Lassen, Kurt M., 1st Lt 
Latimer, Earl A., 1st Lt 
Lattanzie, James F., Pfe 
Latterman, Hartley L., Pfe 
Lao, Hong F., Pfe 
Laugel, James E., Pfe 
Laugle, James E., Pfe 
Laval, Raymond R., S/Sgt 
Lawoie, John J., Pfe 
lawler. Miles A., T/4 
Lawrence, Henry E., 1st Sgt 
Lawrence, John T., Pfe 
Taws, Robert L., Pfe 
Layne, Aubrey O., Sgt 
Layne, Thomas. T/5 
Lazarski, Frank J., Pfe 
fazzara, Salvatore C., T/Sgt 
Leahey, John E.. Pfe 
Le Blanc, Joseph R., S/Sgt 
T.,ebovitz, Joseph L., Sgt 
Ledbetter. Claude M., S/Sgt 
Lee, Douglas R., S/Sgt 
Lee, Robert E.. S/Sgt 
Lee, Warren P.. Jr., Pfe 
Leen, William R., 1st Sgt 
Lehman, Francis M.. S/Sgt 
Lehman, Guv W., Pfe 
Leigh, lh>uglas B., Jr., S/Sgt 
Leith, Alexander, Maj 
T.«ntelhon, Robert, Sgt 
Lemon, Joseph F., Capt 
Lemon, Joseph P., 1st Lt 
Lemons, James T., T/5 
Lenassi, Leonard. Capt 
Lenerz, Stanley J., T/Sgt 
T..enker, Ralph, 2d Lt 
Leo, Anthony J., T/Sgt 
Leroux, Roland, Pfe 
T.re8ky, John F.. T/Sgt 
Leslie, Edson L.. Pfe 
Lesser, Ludwig P.. T/5 
Lesser, Saal D., Pfe 
I^ttko, George S., T/4 
Leugers. Robert C.. Cant 
Leverenz. Earl R.. T/5 
Levine, Abe L., Pfe 
Levinson, Ervin. Pfe 
T.ewis, Gordon H., Pfe 


Lewis, Robert W., Pfe 
Lewis, Stewart K., T/5 
Lewis, Thomas D., Jr., 1st Lt 
Lewis, William D^ 1st Lt 
Levitus, W'illiam J., Sgt 
Libengood, Roy E., 1st Sgt 
Liberatore, Mum ford V., Pfe 
Lichlyter, Jimmy C., T/4 
Lichter, Jack G., Pfe 
Lieven, John C., Pfe 
Lightner, Kenneth E., Sgt 
Likes, Creighton, Lt Col 
Liles, Vergel E., T/Sgt 
Lili,Glen R., Pfe 
Limone, Thomas R., T/Sgt 
Lincecum, Val D., 1st Lt 
Lincoln, Alan M., Jr., 1st Sgt 
Lind, Joseph S.. S/Sgt 
Linder, John W., S/Sgt 
Lindrose, Earl A., Capt 
Lindsay, Herman L., T/Sgt 
Linhardt, Randolph W., Capt 
Linn, Douglas G., Sgt 
Linsenmeyer, James F., T/Sgt 
Lipe, Henry L.. Jr., 1st Lt 
Lipe, William G., CWO 
Lipscomb, Andy A., Lt Col 
Lippi, Alphonse, Pvt 
Liptrap, John P., T/5 
Lishok, John F., Jr., T/5 
Lisman. Burton O., S/Sgt 
Little, Ernest W., Pvt 
Little, John W., S/Sgt 
Livingston, Jack, Pfe 
Locke, Charles I., Pfe 
Lockwood, George F., S/Sgt 
Lodice, Vincent M., Pfe 
Loewenbaum, George W., T/3 
Lofgren, Lawrence E., Jr., Sgt 
Logan, Paul F., Srt 
Lohrey, Ernest WT, Sgt 
Loiselle, Harold A.. T/Sgt 
Lolley, Dalton E., Cpl 
Lombardino, Anthoiw J., S/Sgt 
Long, John H., Jr., S/Sgt 
Long, James D., Pfe 
Long, I^rne J., Cpl 
Long, Peter J., Maj 
Longo, James J., S/Srt 
Lonnay, William T., §gt 
Loos, John D., T/Sgt 
Loosley, Howard R., Capt 
Lorenzi, Derio, Sgt 
Loris, Frank N., T/Srt 
Losowski, Stanley J., rfc 
Lotermoser, Thomas, Sgt 
Loudermilk, TTershel W., S/Sgt 
Love, Harry W., 2d Lt 
Lovett, Glen, T/Sgt 
Lowe, Ralph W., 1st Lt 
Lowen, Theodore W., 1st Lt 
Lowery, Larsen, Pvt 
Lowther. Gene J., Pfe 
Lubeck. Terome J., S/Sgt 
Lucas, Thomas L., Lt Col 
Lucerne, Herman A., T/4 
Luchs, John, Jr., T/Sgt 
Liicido, Jerome J., T/4 
Luellen, Lonzo, Pfe 
Luke, Thomas H., Jr., 1st Lt 
Lucsik, George P., T/5 
Lund, Richard H., 1st Lt 
Lunde, Maurice E., Sgt 
Lundauist. Robert O., S/Sgt 
Lundy, Warren T., Sgt 
Luongo, Philip C., T/4 
Lurz, Carl E., 1st Lt 
Lusk, Francis P., S/Sgt 
Lutz, Edward A., Jr., Pfe 
Lutz, Harry. Lt Col 
Lutz, John T., Cant 
Luzader, Justus, T/5 
Lvle, Donald L., Pfe 
Lyle, Warren H., Pfe 
Lynch, Edward T., Tr., Pvt 
Lynch, Eugene T., Pfe 
Lynch, George T., 1st Sgt 
Lynch, Harold R., T/5 
Lyons, James H.. 1st T.t 
Lythke, Charles E., T/4 
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Moffitt, Fred H„ T/4 
Mohr, Robert, Cpl 
Molacck, V^irgil E., Pfe 
Moraot, Frank, T/4 
Monett, Robert A., 1st Sgt 
Monroe, Thomas H., Jr., Major 
Monroe, Homer W., T/5 
Monroe, George W., T/4 
Monroe, William E., 1st Lt 
Monroe, William R., 1st Lt 
Montgomery, George, Pfe 
Montgomery, Robert R., 1st Sgt 
Moon, Chester K., T 5 
Moore, Asher C., T/5 
Moore, Douglas A., 2d Lt 
Moore, James C., Jr., S/Sgt 
Moore, James F., Jr., 2d Lt 
Monti, Julius V., Sgt 
Mood. John H., Cpl 
Mooney, Paul S., 1st Lt 
Moor, Melvin H., T/5 
Moore, Louis R., Jr., Major 
Moore, Paul W., Sgt 
Moore, Robert J., 1st Lt 
Moore, William B., T/5 
Moore, William H., Pfe 
Moorefield, Jesse P., Lt Col 
Moran, Elzear, Pfe 
Moran, Robert W., Pfe 
Morcheid, James M., S/Sgt 
More, Berkeley D., 1st Lt 
Morefield, Floyd, Pfe 
Morey, Lawrence, Pfe 
Morgan, Frank E., Pfe 
Morgan, James S., T/5 
Morgan, John C., S/Sgt 
Morgon, Taylor T., T/Sgt 
Morphis, Kenneth M., T/5 
Morreale, John A., T/Sgt 
Morris, Dewey R., S/Sgt 
Morris, Harold B., 1st Lt 
Morris, Lewis A., Pfe 
Morris, Paul J.,Pfc 
Morrison, Burton O., Lt Col 
Morrissey, Stanley K., Pfe 
Morrow, Joseph J., Sgt 
Morrow, William J., Jr., Pfe 
Mortier, Walter G., T/5 
Morton, Charles B., Pfe 
Morton, George H., Sgt 
Mosby, John N., T/Sgt 
Mosca, Gregory S., Jr., Pfe 
Moseley, Robert E., 1st Lt 
Moskowitz, Theodore, Pfe 
Moss, Nuel L., 1st Sgt 
Mott. Stanton O., Pfe 
Moulis, Wallace J., 1st Lt 
Moulton, Clifton, T/5 
Moverman, Gerald, Pfe 
Mowrey, W^illiam R., T/Sgt 
Mudrack, Alexander J., 1st Sgt 
Mulcahy, James J., Pfe 
Mull, William L., Jr.. Pfe 
Mullaly, William P., Sgt 
Mullaney, Paul T., 1st Lt 
Mullet, Louis E., Pfe 
Mullin, Hugh J., 1st Lt 
Multer, Wayne A., S/Sgt 
Mumma, Raymond E.,lst Sgft 
Munnelly, Dennis M., S/Sgt 
Murden, William G., S/Sgt 
Murphy, Edward A., Capt 
Murphy, Edward L., Cpl 
Murphy, John T., T/S^ 
Murray, Arthur W., Sgt 
Murray, Michael, Pfe 
Mustari, Frank, S/Sgt 
Muth, Walter J., S/Sgt 
Myerholtz, James L., Pfe 
Myers, Don R., Pfe 
Myers, Jack H., 1st Lt 
Myers, Joseph H., Sgt 
Myslenski, Ernest C., Sgt 

Nagle, Edward, Sgt 
Nagrant, Michael, S/Sgt 
Napear, Harold B., Sgt 
Napolitano, Andrew, Cpl 

•Denotes Oak Leaf Cluster 


Nardi, Joseph J., Capt 
Nash, Willard E., S/Sgt 
Nash, W'illiam L., Pfe 
Nauta, Harold J., Sgt 
Navarro, Pedro, Pfe 
Naylor, Edward L., S/Sgt 
Neelans, Wilfred L., S/Sgt 
Nebclecky, Alfred, Sgt 
Negrcta, Jesus, T/5 
Nehls, Frederick C., 1st Lt 
Neilson, Willard, S/Sgt 
Nclligan, Carl F., Pfe 
Nelson, Arnold, 2d Lt 
Nelson, Conrad, S/Sgt 
Nelson, David, Capt 
Nelson, Ernest W., S/Sgt 
Nelson, Lee J., Pfe 
Nelson, Milton L., Pfe 
Nelson, Paul S., 1st Sgt 
Nelson, Robert A., 1st Lt 
Nelson, Thomas E., 2d Lt 
Nemes, Billy G., Pfe 
Neuberger, Norman E., S/Sgt 
Neuman, Arnold, Srt 
Neumann, Arthur E., T/4 
Nevitt, Robert R., S/Sgt 
Nevros, Constantine A., Sgt 
Newhouse, Robert A., Pfe 
Newman, George F„ S/Sgt 
Newton, Harold G., S/Sgt 
Newton, Henry T., 1st Lt 
Newton, Theodore V., T/3 
Nicaise, Virgil, S/Sgt 
Nicholas, Alexander, Pfe 
Nichols, Benjamin, T/5 
Nichols, Joseph A., Col 
Nichols, Joseph D., Pfe 
Nichols, Robert, T/A 
Nichols, Winfred J., S/Sgt 
Nicholson. Alvin W., S/Sgt 
Nickel, William D., T/4 
Nidiffer, Claude C., Pfe 
Nielson, Ole G., S/Sgt 
Nightlinger, George, S/Sgt 
Nissenbaum, Salomon, Cpl 
Nitti, Paul A., S/Sgt 
Nittle, Alphonse, 2d Lt 
Nivison, Lloyd H., Pfe 
Nixon, William G., 2d Lt 
Noel, Fred V., Major 
Nokolas, George, S/Sgt 
Nolan, Thomas J., Capt 
Nolin, Tullis, T/Sgt 
Nolph, William H.. 2d Lt 
Noone, Michael J., Pfe 
Norman, Frank R., T/Sgt 
Norton, Chester L., S/Sgt 
Northrom Richard K., T/Sgt 
Norton, Koscoe A., Jr., T/5 
Norvell, Robert E., Lt Col 
Norwood, Arthur L., Pfe 
Nover, Joseph M. P., Cpl 
Noyola, Jose S., Pfe 
Nufer, Andrew G., Jr., 1st Lt 
Nutt, Wilton L., T/Sgt 
Nutter, Dale E., T/Sgt 
Nutzmann, Elmer O., Sgt 

Ober, Willis A., Capt 
01)oyle, Milton J., Sgt 
O’Brien, James K., Capt 
O’Brien, Thomas L.. S/Sgt 
Ochs, Ervin G., 1st Lt 
(^’('onnell, Enu. Pfe 
O’Connell, William J., Major 
O’Conner, Raymond A., Pfe 
O’Conner, James M., Pfe 
O’Connor, Joseph E., 1st Lt 
Odello, Michael A., Sgt 
O’Donnell, Arvine E., T/5 
O’Donnell, John P,, Pfe 
Oelrich, Kenneth E., Sgt 
Oeste, Frederick P., Cpl 
Oestreich, Arthur. Lt Col 
Ofiero, Nicholas. Pfe 
O’Gorek, Vincent J., Sgt 
Ohl, Donald D.,Pfc 


Ohmart, Richard L., Cpl 
Okal, Cyrill M., S/Sgt 
Oklych, John P., T/Sgt 
O’Leary, Thomas F., 1st Lt 
Olenick, Steve, S/S^ 

Olevsky, Benjamin, Pfe 
Oligino, Ralph G., T/4 
Oliver, Joe C., Pfe 
Olson, Donald H., Capt 
Olson, Lester K., Major 
Omelia, Edward J., Jr., Capt 
O’Neil, James J., Pfe 
O’Neil, John T., Sgt 
Oney, J. B., Cpl 
Ondrick, John G., Col 
Opperman, Ronald G., Pfe 
Oravsky, Vendel C., Pfe 
Orlos, Frank P., 1st Lt 
Osboren, Harry J., Jr., Pfe 
Osborne, Ronald M., T/5 
Ostergren, Richard H., Pfe 
Oswald, Walter P., T/Sgt 
Ott, Melvin W.. Pfe 
Outten, Elloson G., 1st Lt 
Ouztes, Berlon, Sgt 
Overend, Thomas B., 2d Lt 
Oves, Warren C., ^1 
Owens, Emlyn S., Cfapt 
Owens, Harry H., T/5 
Owens, Harold L., Sgt 
Owens, Lester R., T/5 

Pace, Richard W., 2d Lt 
Pacheco, Armando, Pvt 
Paciorkoski, Albert E., Sgt 
Padgett, Roy P., Sr., S/Sgt 
Pagano, Emanuel A., S/Sgt 
Page, Eldgar, S/Sgt 
Paladino, Francis, Pfe 
Palazzolo, Joseph T., T/5 
Pallet, Theodore, T/4 
Palmer, Samuel J., WOJG 
Pannell, William L., T/Sgt 
Pappas, Louis I., WOJG 
Parnell, Charles IL, 1st Lt 
Parker, Edwin P., Jr., Maj Gen 
Parker, Emery, Sgt 
Parker, J. B., Pfe 
Parker, Calvin C., T/5 
Parker, David H., Pfe 
Parks, Edward, Pfe 
Parrish, Earl L., S/Sgt 
Parshall, Harvey G., 1st Lt 
Parzero, Jesse, Pfe 
Pascinella, Louis, T/5 
Paske, Lawrence, T/4 
Pasley, Otto M., Sgt 
Pasquel, George A., Pfe 
Pastirak, Joseph B., Pfe 
Patterson, Norman L., Pfe 
Patterson, Robert F., Pfe 
Patton, Dale O., S/Sgt 
Pauleen, Morris, Pfe 
Pavolam, Leonard K., Sgt 
Pawlak, Joseph, Jr., Pfe 
Paxson, Harry S., T/4 
Payne, Tennent L., T/Sgt 
Pearce, Robert L., Capt 
Pearson. Jefferson VV’., Pfe 
Pedicord, Harold A., T/5 
Peddieood, William L., Pvt 
Peek, Paul F.. Pfe 
Peffegrino, Porraro, 1st Lt 
Pefley, Stephan E., T/5 
Pelkev, Gordon C., T/5 
Pelloth, Earl H., Pfe 
Pelsma, Robert B., T/4 
Pennoyer, Douglas C., Pfe 
Penrod, Clyde W., M/Sgt 
Peoples, Thomas A., S/Sgt 
Pepper, Harold F., Pfe 
Perez, John L., M/Sgt 
Perkins, Joseph. Pfe 
Perkins, Mayard C., Pfe 
Perl in, Irving, T/5 
Perrin, Virgil G., Capt 
Perringo, Byron C., Pfe 
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Perry, Ben L., Pfc 
Perry, Francis W., T/4 
Perry, Winton E.. 1st Sgt 
Pesavento, John P., Pfc 
Peschko, Donald S., Capt 
Pcshek, Anton C., S/Sgt 
Petek, Andrew S,, T/5 
Peters, Albert C., T/5 
Petersen, Harold J., 1st Lt 
Petersen, Harry J., Major 
Peterson, Kermit W., Sgt 
Peterson, Paul, S/Sgt 
Peterson, Roy E., Pfc 
Peterson, V^ernon J., S/Sgt 
Peterson, Victor E., Capt 
Peterson, Walter H., S/Sgt 
Peterson, William, S/Sgt 
Petrick, Edward G., S/Sgt 
Petrie, John, S/Sgt 
Pettit, Alan W., Pfc 
Pettit, Ira, Pfc 
Petty, L., Pfc 

Peveler, William D., T/Sgt 
Pezzulo, Angelo J., Pfc 
Phelen, Maurice P., Capt 
Philips, Dexter L., T/Sgt 
Phillips, James L., Pfc 
Phillips, Preston E., Sgt 
Phillips, Troy E., S/Sgt 
Phipps, Louis S., Cpl 
Piatt, Robert L., 1st Lt 
Pidcoe. Glynn E., Pfc 
Pienta, Fred F., T/5 
Piepenbrink, Clarence C., Cpl 
Pierce, Leo, 2d Lt 
Pierce, Walter H., Major 
Pierce, Thomas B., 2d Lt 
Piergrossi, Joseph, Pfc 
Picrini, Virgil A., Jr., T/5 
Pierson, Eugene J., Sgt 
Piertraschke. Kenneth, Pfc 
Pigeault, Rene J., T/Sgt 
Piker, Chester R., Pfc 
Pintozzi, William V., T/5 
Pistorius, Neil E., 1st Sgt 
Pittman, Bennie L., Pfc 
Pivan, Rufus T., Sgt 
Phillips, Clem H., Cpl 
Phillips, Toe T., Cpl 
Phillips, S. G., S/Sgt 
Placentine, Joseph C., Sgt 
Plack, Bernard, Sgt 
Plassman, Robert P., S/Sgt 
Plazia, Joseph P., Pfc 
Plesset, Marvin R., Capt 
Plonski, Etiward, Capt 
Pliishkin, Aaron, Major 
Plymyer, Edw'ard J., T/3 
Poinds, Joe B., 1st Sgt 
Polchito, Anthony, Pfc 
Poland, Sterling F., T/4 
Polisar, Abraham, T/5 
Pologi, Carl C., T/Sgt 
Pomplin, Carroll E., T/5 
Pool, Marion A., T/5 
Poole, Wayne M., Pfc 
Popendiak, Ralph E., T/Sgt 
Poop, Frederick, Pfc 
Porath, Lewis C., Jr., Sgt 
Porter. Allen L.. Pvt 
Poskevich, Peter J., T/5 
Postelle. Oren D., T/5 
Potter, Kenneth, T/4 
Pouchnik, Henry J., WOJG 
Powell, Ernest L., Pfc 
Powell, Joseph L., 1st Lt 
Powell, Joseph, Capt 
Powers, Franklin H., 1st Lt 
Poyncr, James E., Pfc 
Prather, F.eonard C., Tr.. Sgt 
Prein er, Herbert E., Ist Lt 
Prescott, Duane E., S/Sgt 
Preston, John M., T/Sgt 
Pretzer, Richard R., Pfc 
Price, Earl G., T/Sgt 
Pritikin, Jerome, S/Sgt 
Probst, Adolph, S/Sgt 


•Denotes Oak T.eaf Cluster 


Prussia, Milford C., S/Sgt 
Pryer, Hershel K., T/5 
Puccinelli, Frank R., S/Sgt 
Purnell, Frederick, Capt 
Purvis, R. E., 1st Stg 
Pusvayn, Kenneth, Sgt 
Putman, Lloyd, Sgt 

Quade, William J., T/Sgt 
Quarles, Robert R., T/Sgt 
Quill, John D., 1st Lt 
Quillen, Clyde H., Lt Col 
Quinn, Harry B., Jr., 1st Lt 
Quinn, Mathew' B., 1st Lt 
Quinton, Clyde O., T/Sgt 

Raabe, Edwin A., T/5 
Rabineau, Louis, Pfc 
Rabren, Harmon G., Sgt 
Raby, Kenneth N., 1st Lt 
Racketa, Lester, T/Sgt 
Raco, Dominick, S/Sgt 
Rael, Zacarais, Capt 
Kaichard, Leonard. T/5 
Rain, Jasper, T/5 
Riiinville, Rodman C., T/Sgt 
Ramberg, Roger, T/5 
Ramm, Alan J., Capt 
Ramsey, Francis J., Pfc 
Randal, Edward G., T/Sgt 
Randolph, Beverly, 1st Lt 
Rankin, Alexander J., Capt 
Rapach, Steve R., T/5 
Rapp, Francis J., S/Sgt 
Rathgeber, John, Jr., Sgt 
Raubeson, Robert P., Pvt 
Raupp, John A., Sgt 
Rawlins, Townsend, Cpl 
Ray, Donald C., Pfc 
Ray, George W’., S/Sgt 
Reagen, Thomas H., Lt Col 
Reams, Calvin J., Jr., 1st Lt 
Reams, Stephen E., Pfc 
Reardon, Francis M., T/Sgt 
Rcckner, John L., Pfc 
Redd, Carl D., S/Sgt 
Redling, Charles J., S/Sgt 
Reed, Donald C., Pfc 
Reed, Henry A., T/Sgt 
Reed, William C., 1st Sgt 
Reeher, William S., Pfc 
Reese, David S., T/4 
Reeves, Charlie M., S/Sgt 
Regan, Owen P., T/5 
Reh, Emery G., S/Sgt 
Rehfus, Henry J., S/Sgt 
Rehner, Rudolph H.. Sgt 
Reifsnyder, Howard F.. S/Sgt 
Reichard, Paul S., S/Sgt 
Reichard, Edward G., Sgt 
Reilly, Donald !>., Pfc 
Reilly, George H., S/Sgt 
Reilly, James F.. Lt Col 
Reilly, John T., S/Sgt 
Reingold, Earl M., Sgt 
Reintjes, Anton P., S/Sgt 
Reinyck, Edward J., Pfc 
Reis, Joseph A., S/Sgt 
Reisinger, Marlyn J., S/Sgt 
Reitz. Rudolph H., S/Sgt 
Remmich, Howard A., Pfc 
Ren, Stanley P„ T/4 
Rcniyck, Edward J., Pfc 
Repinski, Henry J., 1st Lt 
Reuter, William A., T/5 
Retort, Patay, S/Sgt 
Revelez. Ralph P.. Pvt 
Reyna, Estanislado, Pfc 
Reynolds, Arthur J., Pfc 
Reynolds, Frank A., T/Sgt 
Reynolds, Harold D., Pfc 
Reynolds, Hubert F., T/Sgt 
Reynolds. Kenneth T.. Pfc 
Rhine, Harold R,, Capt 
Rhoades. Robert C., S/Sgt 
Rhodes, Donald A., Capt 
Rhodes, Ernest A., S/Sgt 
Rhodes, James R., S/Sgt 


Rhudy, Marion, Pfc 
Riccobono, Sam J„ S/Sgt 
Rice, Frank J., Sgt 
Rice, John K., Brig Gen 
Richard, Maxwell C., Capt 
Richardson, Carl C., Pfc 
Richardson, Cecil L., M/Sgt 
Ridings. Harold R., Capt 
Riggs, Carl H., 2d Lt 
Riley, George, T/Sgt 
Riley, Joseph W., Sgt 
Riley, Richard N,, Cpl 
Rine, Edwin F., M/Sgt 
Ring, Samuel J., S/Sgt 
Ringstrom, Vernon G., Pfc 
Rios, Jose L. 

Ripkowski, Herman E., Sgt 
Ritchie, Alvin P., Sgt 
Ritz, Robert E., S/Sgt 
Rix, Rex L., Pfc 
Rizzi, George, Pfc 
Rizzo, Joseph, S/Sjrt 
Roach, Robert L., S/Sgt 
Roach, Vincent R., S/Sgt 
Roach, William F., Sgt 
Roark, Joseph A., M/Sgt 
Robbins, Ira J., T/Sgt 
Robbins, Jessie I., S/Sgt 
Roberts, Douglas W., T/4 
Roberts, Floyd W., S/Sgt 
Roberts, George A., T/4 
Roberts, Howard C., Pfc 
Rocheleau, Raymond J., Sgt 
Rockne, Lloyd M., 2d Lt 
Rogers, Jack, Sgt 
Rogers, Paul L., T/S 
Roberts, Porter V., T/5 
Robertson, George, 1st Lt 
Robichaux, Bagley J., T/S 
Robins, Lloyd G., Pfc 
Robinson, Arthur, Major 
Robinson. John F., 1st Lt 
Robor, William L., Pfc 
Rockefeller. Kenneth, T/4 
Rodgers, Stanley C., Capt 
Rodman, Clark, Capt 
Rodriguez, Senon, Pfc 
Roepke, Herman W., T/5 
Rogers, Fred, T/5 
Rohaucr, Harold A., S/Sgt 
Rohulich. Charles, T/Sgt 
Rojas, Jesse R., S/Sgt 
Rojek, Raymond T., Cpl 
Rolston, Russel W., Pfc 
Rollandini, Robert H„ T/4 
Roman, Michael A., Pfc 
Romancheck, Joseph J., Capt 
Roraand, Leonard J., T/5 
Romkema, John M., Cpl 
Romondini, Leo A., Sgt 
Roper, Alvin L., Pfc 
Roscoe, Merlin M., Pfc 
Rose, Emil G., Sgt 
Rosenbaum, Harold, Pfc 
Rosenberg, Joseph F., T/3 
Rosenblatt, Albert J., 1st Sgt 
Rosenstrauch, Fred. T/4 
Ross, Edward A., 2d Lt 
Ross, James T., T/5 
Ross, Orville G., Pvt 
Ross, Robert E., Pfc 
Ross, Theodore E,. T/4 
Ross, Walter M„ 1st Sgt 
Ross, VV^ayne M., Pfc 
Rotelli, John M., Sgt 
Roth, John H., Sgt 
Rothermel, John A., T/3 
Rothgeb, Wade L., S/Sgt 
Rountree, Charles E., Pfc 
Roushar, Francis J., Pfc 
Rowan. John V.. Jr., Capt 
Rowell, Dozzel W., Pfc 
Rossner, Paul D., Capt 
Rowe, Harry M., Capt 
Rowland, Daniel A., Pfc 
Row'lett, William. Sgt 
Row'lcy, Donald P., ^1 
Rucklin, George V., CWO 
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Rubin, Abraham, Major 
Rubin, Harry R., Pfc 
Rubits, Francis, Pfc 
Rudd, George L., Pfc 
Rufc, Frederick B., S/Sgt 
Ruffing, Frederick M., Jr., Pfc 
Ruge, Neil M., Capt 
Russell, Eber D., Lt Col 
Russell, Lloyd L., T/S 
Rutter, Warren W., 2d Lt 
Rutzen, Roland W., Pfc 
Ryan, Daniel J., Cpl 
Ryan, Francis D., Pfc 
Ryan, Charles S., Pfc 
Ryan, James A., Sgt 
Rzasa, John L., S/Sgt 

Saba, Joseph A., Sgt 
Sacco, Frank S., S/Sgt 
Sachs, David M., T/4 
Safely, Lawson M., 1st Lt 
Sahlin, Axel E., 2d Lt 
Saindon, Freddie P., T/Sgt 
Sakraida, Bernard JSgt 
Salazar, Baltazar, Pfc 
Sale, Thomas B., Jr., T/3 
Salkaushas, Peter P.^Pfe 
Saltsgaber, Kenneth E., T/4 
Saltzman, Eldin R., T/3 
Sanchez, Guadalupe L., Sgt 
Sanders, Alvis L^ Pfc 
Sanders, Henry C., Pfc 
Sanchez, John J., T/5 
Sandheinrich, Leo T., Pfc 
Sandoval, Gilbert A., Pfc 
Santerarao, Michael, T/Sgt 
San tore, Anthony H., T/5 
Sarantopoulos, C. G., Pfc 
Sarmecky, Arthur M., T/4 
Sarosy, Walter M., T/5 
Sartor, Fred A., S/Sgt 
Sasnet, Edward C., S/Sgt 
Sauls, Nirem L., Major 
Saunders, Harry A., 1st Lt 
Sayer, Ralph E^ Pfc 
Saylor, Henry C., Sgt 
Scalzo, Stephens, T/Sgt 
Scanlon, Edwin F., Pfc 
Scanlon, Joseph A., T/5 
Schaad, Claude J., 2d Lt 
Schaller, Norman F., Sgt 
Schardt, Ralph H., T/4 
Scheifly, Douglas G., 1st Sgt 
^Schellman, Robert, Lt Col 
•Schenck, Frederick L., 1st Lt 
Scherbenske, Theodore, T/5 
Schiesser, Thomas F., Sgt 
Schiler, Merrell E., S/Sgt 
Schipper, Robert G., S/Sgt 
Schiesser, Marvin H., S/Sgt 
Schleitwiler, Robert E., Pfc 
Schluter, Edward R.. Capt 
Schmidt, Gustav, S/Sgt 
•Schmidt, Leroy A., 1st Lt 
Schmieg, Raymond H., T/4 
Schnabel, William J., Pfc 
Schneider, Lawrence G., T/Sgt 
Schneider, William E., T/5 
Schniedlin, Frank J., T/4 
Schoen. Harold E.. Pfc 
Schienholz, Donald W., T/Sgt 
Scholfield, Norman M., Capt 
Schoner, Robert E., S/Sgt 
Schooley, Roy W., T/4 
Schoonover, Charles E., S/Sgt 
Schott, Conrad, 1st Lt 
Schottmann, Ernest H,, Pfc 
Schroder, John W., Sgt 
Schueler, William D., Major 
Schuettpelz, Vernon A., Sgt 
Schuyler, Samuel A., Capt 
Sch wager, Donald W., Sgt 
Schwartz, Henry A.. Cant 
Schulien, Joseph F., S/Sgt 
Sciandra, Charles S., Pfc 
Scieysinsk, John S., S/Sgt 
Scopin, Joseph W., T/5 
* Scott, Daniel M., Capt 
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Scott, Earl M.. T/5 
Scott, J. P., CWO 
Scott, Robert D., T/5 
Scripka, Joseph P., 1st Sgt 
Scroggins, Rollin C., Pfc 
Seal, Harlan D., T/5 
Seamans, Robert L., Pvt 
•Sears, Charles W., Sgt 
Seaton, Jack S., Sgt 
Seaward, W’illiam N^ Pfc 
Scckman, Mart’W., Sgt 
Seelraan, Alvin G., Capt 
Schlkc, Ezra N., Pfc 
Seidl, Frank F., 1st Sgt 
Seifer, Henry H., Capt 
Seitz, John E., S/Sgt 
Sekulski, Anthony J„ T/3 
Selecman, Reed E., T/5 
Sellers, Elvin, Pfc 
Sellers, Noble, Pfc 
Selph, Howard R., T/5 
Selph. John W., T/5 
Senft, Henry H., T/5 
Senn, Forest D., 1st Sgt 
Serafinn, John S., S/Sgt 
Serwa, Frank J., T/Sgt 
Serwise, Luther D., Sgt 
Setteducate, Joseph A., Sgt 
Sessuras, William C., S/Sgt 
Severs, Earl N., S/Sgt 
Shade, George C., Pfc 
Shafer, Alvin F., Cpl 
ShafTner, Kermit I., Pfc 
Shannon, Raymond A., Jr., S/Sgt 
Shannon, Robert H., Cpl 
Shapiro, Allen S., Pfc 
Sharkey, Neil, Pfc 
Sharpe, Daniel M., Jr., 1st Lt 
Shaw, Earl G., Capt 
Shaw. Elton, S/Sgt 
Shaw, William E., Capt 
Shea, Joseph, Sgt 
Shea, Patrick, Sgt 
Sheehan, James T., Sgt 
•Sheeley, Douglas V., Cpl 
Sheffler, Earl O., Jr., Pfc 
Shekrota. Harry, S/Sgt 
Shelby, Edgar W., T/5 
Shell, James A., T/4 
Shell, Marlcn E., T/Sgt 
Shelton, Cou R., S/Sgt 
Shepard, Albert J., Pvt 
Shepardson, David C., T/3 
Shepherd, Qiarles L., 2d Lt 
Shepherd, Jack R., Pfc 
Sberberg, Thomas D., WOJG 
Sherman, Charles F,, III, Pfc 
Sherman, George W., T/4 
Sherman, Jefferson, Capt 
Shimer, George W., S/Sgt 
Shiver, Clifton, S/Sgt 
Shiver, Dallas S., T/Sgt 
Shorey, George H., Pfc 
Shorden, Roland F., T/3 
Shorniak, Albert, S/Sgt 
Short, Harold E., Pfc 
•Short, Walter D., Major 
•Short, Harold E., Pfc 
Shofety, Emil T., T/Sgt 
Shrawser, Woodrow, Capt 
Shultz, Peter C., Pfc 
Shull, Harold, Pfc 
Shull, Jessie H., (^1 
•Sicgele, Everett O., 2d Lt 
Siegler, Wilhelm, C^ 

Siemon, Wayne E., Pfc 
Sigmon, Hubert R., T/5 
Silverstein, Louis G., T/Sgt 
Silverstri. Alphonse R., Pfc 
Simank, Oarence O., Sgt 
Simmons, George T.. Pvt 
Simmons, John W., Sgt 
Simmons, Marion K., T/5 
Simmons, Walter, 1st Lt 
Simmons, William E., 1st Sgt 
Simpson. Mortimer, T/4 
Sims, John A., Sgt 
Sims, Robert L., S/Sgt 


Sims, Roy C., Pfc 
Sims, William R., S/Sgt 
•Sinclair, Herschel E., T/Sgt 
Singer, Samuel, S/Sgt 
Sinneth, Elmer L., Pfc 
Sipes, Milford, Sgt 
Sirianni, Arthur J., S/Sgt 
Sisk, Charlie F., ^1 
Sjouquist, Henry L., Pfc 
Skipp, John J., S/S^ 

Skoien, Edwin C., Pvt 
Skorupka, Stanley S., Sgt 
•Skotorzyk, Richard C., Pfc 
Skozek, Stanley, 2d Lt 
Slade, Edward W.. Pfc 
Slavin, Arthur D., Pfc 
Sletvold, Jedean I., 2d Lt 
Sliwinski, Adam F., S/Sgt 
Sloane, Sidney L., T/Sgt 
•Slone, Clifford, T/4 
.Sloop, Otto J., S/Srt 
Small, Don^d D., T/5 
Small, Lawrence G., T/3 
Smarr, Cary M., 1st Lt 
Smethers, Clifford C., T/S 
Smith, Carl E., T/4 
Smith, Clark, Capt 
Smith, Edwin B., Cpl 
Smith, Gail E., T/Sgt 
Smith, Emerson W., Pfc 
Smith, George E., S/Sgt 
Smith, Gordon C., S/Sgt 
Smith, Emil, 1st Lt 
Smith, Harold B., Pfc 
Smith, Harry B., Cpl 
Smith, Hilton L., Capt 
Smith, James R., T/3 
Smith, James F., Sgt 
Smith, John L., S/Sgt 
Smith, Jack D., 1st Lt 
Smith, K. Roliand, Pfc 
Smith, Lafayette, C., S/Sgt 
Smith, Leslie A., Pfc 
Smith, Lonzey E., T/5 
Smith, Louis E., Cpl 
Smith, Melvin B., 1st Lt 
Smith, Paul F.. T/4 
Smith, Ray, Pfc 
Smith, Robert A., Sgt 
Smith, Robert C., S/Sgt 
Smith, Robert T., T/Sgt 
Smith, Roliand B., T/5 
Smith, William A., T/Sgt 
Smith, William A., Pfc 
Smith, William G., Capt 
Smith, William L. Capt 
Smith, L. William, Capt 
Smith, Willard K., T/4 
Smith, Willis B., Pfc 
Sneddon, Andrew M., Sgt 
Snell, Johnnie, T/Sgt 
Snowden, Lawrence E., S/Sgt 
Snurtleff, Mark A., T/4 
Snyder, Richard Cpl 
Sobocinski, Victor J., Pfc 
Sodaro. Edward Richard, 1st Lt 
Sodie, L. Herman, T/Sgt 
Soifferloin, Gerald F.. S/Sgt 
Soldano, Charles J., T/5 
Soloman, Wilbur L., S/Sgt 
Solomon, Paul T., Sgt 
Sonnie, Raymond E., Sgt 
Sorenson, William R., S/Sgt 
Sorin, David, 1st Lt 
Soth, Elmer W.. T/Sgt 
Souc, Rene H., Pfc 
Southall, Wallace B., T/Sgt 
Southard, Marvin H., Pfc 
Souther, Joseph M., Cpl 
Spangler, David G., S/Sgt 
Spatta, Walter R., Cpl 
Speer, William R., S/Sgt 
Spence, James W., Sgt 
Spencer, Vergal A., T/5 
•Spice, Orville H., S/Sgt 
Spielman, Byton H., 1st Lt 
Spikes, Winston O., T/Sgt 
.Spivey, R. S., S/Sgt 
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'Sirra.'k.’tt', j jjmts Cj/I 
SlJtr4!^r, Ci.fii? R.^ Pft 
riijxv;i.t J.» Pti^ 

S »,-)r iri4.<?r, C'-»»C A-, S/ S j^ 

St>rJ^iW. vmdnii VV., T/S 
PU. . 

V fj C' P -S 

)Vf/H^, 2 d li 
It Jrom, Jr . T-\S?t 
Si 1 .^ 5 % Walter R, Pic 
Suhl, W ?.\)kf'^ R.y J >,1 
Suillhxs, Ck*dirc:r C . Pft 
‘Sia;*lo<v. 'jar^cs 11 -, 

3wd04tivR*lj h 1/^ S> Sgt 

SMA\cyij«;,:ifQnlRy A,, T/'t 
Prsicik B., <«i l 4 
JStat.iro'C^ Hfrrxtiiij, Set 
S tivl'X'V £*lL4iiJd C» 1 /5^^‘ 

^.SiAfrrvitli, M iJcJt, 

\V\. Pfe 

StnirkwentHf r , W^lUeja >L, Pic 
SkAnj^ii'a, Jolm. S/S|ft 
v^rafr, i ■ 

:St<vtor»;, \ViH!v*nr ^Vt,' 'iKi ti 

..SUrt;\ <Vrthrt.r (V<i’\ii’ 

Stvii, Do)\5<W L\, T;^5 

^U«X<le>7 WiliVitjr R.. • 

Ivi' tv ';■ /.:’\V;;i 

, . v-p Jrt'f tX; - ' •.' ■. • 

•Sl*1>Ecfi*pn,. Robert ;»,t Skiri" 

SfeiHfir, : V -v • 

Sieveft-i. E'd vs *!>♦» u. y ' 

Stwayt« Ardfto H., S|rt 

SiWfl*rY, j3Tt».f;v .Cv , • . ■ 

RffdvMrd \Y'.. Sv 'Lt 
Sbs^iiw, WUlTanJ. A > 6 >‘/$]g% 

S^ tUl’am. ITov^u^ 

A . S v S^r 

I r.»av4j v M ^ . 

Stvmfdi* . . 

S thf . M.'ivV»h F. , T*f c 
h J.t tsr Lf 

.iV'Vf‘^Tr < 1 ,. pr 
Rt>Pr-'f 17., I'ff 
f;f*^r.»?»*, it > pfe 

5;^^yvJt /.Pt;vi :W , M^,inr 
f-. Set 

Kie»K^ C-; .VS<5 . 

JV-VK H.» Pfe 
C .., Svt 

SldvvWi. iv^r^v.l^V , i\'c 
i E ,, 4; 

5ft^vv.i*V.'Vfi'\.C.5'»r 
.V<V PvA 

^.rr^v'vol ■ 7 ^^'^’"^ ^ ‘ 

C- . .Cr^i 

liw:v.rd n . I'fr 
Si^V♦^‘4y7>*^■ •* 

t‘'74-I''rtf T* . 

ointuinjiif^Oiarlw, 5^t. 

5u««t< Max S.wS/S^. 
SJtrulff^cw^ Thomas M., 1 st Lt 
Scriw/DR^'T. Jarm F„ pfe 
StrpW. Carl, Pie 
StrsTjj^ t*!*hsxl 6 s E., Jr.» M/Sgj 
Sfristxi?. Th«x«Iorie K., S/Sgt 
StTUder, ChatlesB D., T/5 
Str7«,R.il»«rt J.>T/^ 

StlMil-, Eofs«lti ^JSgi 

WTt ^ 5 
E„ Pl«r 

i?r4^v.W^iiy »ra L/, Pi^ . 
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Pfe 
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SitlUoftii. A. O.. T/4 
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.Sullrt'afT. IjeiiCti h., rfv 
Slitrir;ui^,^.: 6 aVFis HV T/Sgt 

Snliirtii. (>^^ cr T ^ Jr.v Siit 

S«jC?w«» J^tdvh Pfr ’ 

:>'rUH V i»a , J . , P I w' 

S^Uiv»»; AVnlii.aT;» T.. S.'Spt 
Silfotrliu: A:i/ia^ £;,. S/Sgf- 
Summru^ W-Uiairr E., Ti\ 
.vv^^e, RHj 7 f<vav\R r St;? 

SaiK;o Lltvtd* L.t S/S«r 
> v^i rity«'»:y. , /:vck 7 „ S rKst 

S. H<iiTe»rd/£r*id .0 / Jr.. 

R=)lfv};i-J.» S/S^jf 
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S whj%% Ja ;Vjt'.5 E , 
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Sgl 

. S/Sgt 

ft.fT r 
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• SwUifjHfc- TvViU E,, r.<5 
SvWo*Vi.vl>rt R., S/Si?t 

Al4il4iew E».; Pfo 

^<>tair*J T.* T /1 
: J.. Sgt 

C., Cjil 

T ir« V. :AHei f ^ £l 

T 3J?.iv?wi?"4> t i^hr;r K., Xfi 
'f y^'XtS-h Pm 
, 1 lirfadt, L- ?> , T/4 

Mj'.’iirJ. M/5^ 

Tru » ^ saV'i^i/ Victor^ Pl^ 

Aw Pfe* 

I Pft 

T=5V1‘^h< DnX>ivi S '. Pfiv 
ta.trH . Pfe 

T. G>'^of; M.4 Pfe 

}^ f< 1 )., p}--: 

^ Kp-iAv f ./T. -Vi 

si r.> - Ha) tdi AV , S . 

Ta’i* 1 *«y. A , 

rcalord^ Ht’thard R.* Cp* 
TfiiRve, Editafdj Ctl 

■ Teje^tc-. WiUar Ek,. -T-;’ # ’,) '/ ' 

J: ^ K/Hpk 
V S/Sjii 

IV'-Sgf 

. Thouraai:^ }?.; Ist'lt ; 

Tb<msaisj^^GTt‘7>jf^C^^ Cjit ■ ' 
Thomajv GitfB Stt 
TS»omiis< John >. P?t 
' ThC( 0 S 2 ^ jV; Cwfi^ T»’> 
ThdmM. W'' 

Thwwds:* WUfferw, T -fSin 

Thomfteioiv Jjifrott D„ Pfe. 

' T)S>r?^|»O: 0 f,i. ll'iX? W. , P/c. • 

, ,S»m.Qe.f ■' 
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Thftt » )<WK*f>b P . , CpI 
.ThuVlSft, , 

Tbttykitt*, C<fj»wat l,.-t TAf 
Ttnimjprt, j*ek t) A 
: W.iir; K , lAt >S«t 

T5h?Hftf, *r lait S(^ 

\V , I'fe- 

Tl»lli'v^elc»'W t> 

T i mrntt uw.'tk H t . T • S«t 

V7;»«j' J,, PCe 
tlaanoH F>=» Us, Sp? 
GHeR s'.*.. l.W.Sgx 
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Tod<t CoratiT W.. 
TfAi.di..KieJa3fd B. r 
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R>K-u T'Ct 
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1 A rthvu t», 7 A Co! 
Trae*p, .1 \.*ir Sgt 

Tf.u7. TlHsjTn.Va fj.. S 'Sgi, 
1’r'itl^‘v. jN , > .., .S . 

Ti i »rf fii*/4 y . 7 :, , 


Troiacel;* Bob li;^ Srt 
TjroWeY- Josej*h tl.» Cjpl 
Trmtet. Alheri W.,TZ5 


« >WtTO« ..i:U.U^X^ y, »■ < . 

Troutmlsnf Janiei, T 
TnwWooidl, OayfAhi E., T/$ 
Trwtt,EArl a'T/Sw 
T tusdeU, CharHk, 

Tnukif^ Victor T., Sgf 
TnrawoHkttobett L.,, 
TudcT»Oifi5Cit) l-u» Pft; - 

TneW* tkrtiald IK, TZSRt 
Tucker, i^apert S/S^ 

Tag«mv GcttVfit E.' 

TuaicKffc; Stuart lx>, pf< 
TureV^^J^tRe B.. T/Syt 
T vtTfd^ueh. Wjflfam F,^ Pfe 

, T umrr. Bail> SZ-Sgt.-.-- -. :'. • ' ■ : 

7\trflzr^ lobtt H ^ J 5f lA ' ; . 
Tunifcr, Ru7l*a/ii .PA &f XL 
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TufiMiu Carter Id* ; 

Th Mi,. SZXjL 
•Tylc*'; Kob^ CsRPt 

l^ly IJI*re)CMf«,SZ5g ^ 

• (7 1 me r, Heruiad, Jr. 

yiroy,.ClareneL Bw.£ S-'Sifi 
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• Viii fJeufkifV, f2.>)v>jo C-* 
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Vurc*jw Atfrdii.w,, 

Vor-jcr, WlWatn J^.,>fc 

*V fc«.ri FVsft,, T / §|J 

Vclk^* P'fc 

Vetitjbl*^ ttjrkn ri, TZ> 
Virrmt.XT^lA.H 
Vtrfk’/^eiii. JtWv, Irt Si;i 
Vertnv AUrod. Ffc 
V et tninioB # Jewb C.i Ffc 
V^s'H'a.Ytru, T.iSftI 

V«<t P , pfe 

X'>(t‘W>yu’. S^idph .1, 
yiR. L,: Ptcr 

TolelH* rf.* T/5at 
\Vno i‘^5r1J:S vV , M/^ 
ViluW, Wv Sif; - 
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■ :T^ 

Votth^ 

*V4it, 

Voffih'gri. W ,iltf» E>.: S,?£gi 
Viir Gr^hd*. M'3p'*5 .' 
Vonfu»bt«?f y^’llUica lZ, Pfi 
V/oj^ fc. B* »i<fTt (?. ^ T 
y*‘«uv /m ^ ^ ^ 

Vupc^ jneerb, Sgt 
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\Vai>efcx, jo*cpb T/Srt 
W4cb*«f eWv 5**pb4ii C.» rf * 
WaddclL Wmi9 N .4 
Wadc> CrtGrtt** H ^ PU 
VVadUy^ Aruiur Wc 
WagH0/v -mitboiiy At,, 

Wagnen. Cheater A- . ^/Sgt 
SVagjjer^ Hemy At., l^lc . 

Waguer* Itobert J.* Ptr; 

Wngtiiff, Williim B^T/3 
Wagucfbuf k, Alien A,, T/Sift 
WafrJk^iQrint l^T/^ 

Widto, Ndiniaa A, i/SRt 
Walker. Oettfgc W»,Tfc 
Waii^r* John, Ffc 
Walker John H. Pie 
Walk^tr>,%frr»ltj T/$gt 
Walker- IKielrara P.* 2 «rt.t 

W sHaccw Ja/ttc» JK-, ly 
WAliaert, AllVed 
Vv.alla.ue>\ Miiijip wond^ PI / 

Wal‘kr» IKokger , -: 

V^’ajU, ^naiii E., lit t-t ■ 

Wallace. Ralph B., Cti 1 
VValn, Jo«!pb L., S.' Sffl 
W*AUfc, Qarc«o^ E , Pk 
WaUh, Thvfinas M., Pic 
W'altcr, EoWrt L^> T/S 
WafteTmireySaw A-4?ipl 
W'aUett. M./r;4 

'Waltdn, |F4o«f4f3:wt)l., '39l 
Wj«tr‘ft5kyt Oiaiiter /,v'S/&g* . . ; 

Wvi-ilvAlwitsji, Skt ' .'y-''- 

Wanlv. 0c«iry P./ ipfr. ' 
Wjir40obti E-, t« Lf . V v 

Wkrdw By j^fe’ 

Ware/ ni7»:»M L^ T^h • 

Wi^ Wfie';^v ji»v^ 

W*rre»V,a«i»..£iV.4l>^t •. 

Wyi-^\«rfi, ‘rv3th AyTA 
VVarren;, Jant*^ 0.^/Sgr/ 

U’atrt^n. r>4hi« A,; T/4 . ■: • '/ 

W4i«tSi. Hi, Ci.^1 . 
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Wdtkspn. JiVTOcsf. O.. Ty5 ' 
W‘ir«if>«^yJ*nn5. ••'•,' ' . 

VVa* niAitet* Ks» 3T xl if. ">7Sgv 
t} E*,;Sgt ■ ' 

W^javer* 
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Webb,0?rr/.P^c 
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0:V Pre 

Weidfe, ■ 
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, VVe«tp^ii Ewr S/Sgt . ■ 
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VVb«aler, Sgi 

Whealftv J. Israremre, Pfe 
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W bee J«r; C.» Pn 

VVhceh5r> Richard P»* Cpl 
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\Vid/<s >yian R, pfft ,- 
Woife, 'PeinaJd R.* 
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Wvx»d, PrJiL^Vibi W ^Vpi 
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Wood, Maurici, D.i lit Ft 
Wiu^d’ S.j'tvan H., T.'^ ,, 


TTMVVAlKAr. V', 

Wi^dayjelY Pv/TO' 
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Babcock, John B., T/Sgt 
Babcock, John J. P., T/4 
Bacon, Arthur T., S/Sgt 
Baden, Clyde H., Jr., Capt 
Baeckl, Howard J., Pfc 
Bailey, Herbert P., Pfc 
Bailey, Murphy, Sgt 
Bailey, Pete, Pfc 
Bailey, Walter P., Pfc 
Bain. Gerald E., 1st Lt 
Baiscy, Dillard B., Jr., Pfc 
Baker, Allen F., S/Sgt 
Baker, George A., Pfc 
Baker, Orville A., Pfc 
Baker, William H., Jr., Pfc 
Balch, Glenton M., T/4 
Baldwin, Elmo E., Pfc 
Balinski, Henry A., Pfc 
Ball, George W., Capt 
Ball, James L., Pvt 
Ball, Lewis Z., S/Sgt 
Ballinger, Willis A., Pfc 
Balogh, Marlowe, Pfc 
Bane. John B., Pfc 
Banker, Theodore L., Pfc 
Barata, Donald G., Pfc 
Barbee, James B., Sgt 
Barbee, Sam S., Pfc 
Barbour, ('harles H., Pvt 
Barbozo, Alfred S., Pfc 
Barebo, Champion C., Sgt 
Bareheld. James A., Pfc 
Bareisa, Chester J., Pfc 
Barga, ^larvin J., S/Sgt 
Bariier, John H., Capt 
Barnett, William D., Jr., T / M 
Barker, William, Jr., Pfc 
Barksdale, Harry E., Pfc 
Barnes, George E., Pvt 
Barnes, Richard E., Pvt 
Barnett, Bernard, T/5 
Barnett, William D., Jr.. T/.l 
Barras, John V., T/S 
Barrick, Robert E., Pfc 
Barrick, Russell, T/Sgt 
Barron, Joseph J., Col 
Barry, John W., S/Sgt 
Barter, Maurice H., Jr., T/5 
Barthel, Robert E., Pfc 
Bartlett, Carl J., T/5 
Bartley, Donald K., Pfc 
Bartley, Ray F., Pfc 
Bartoletta, Settino F.. Pfc 
Barton, Charles F., Pfc 
Barton, Richard L., Pfc 
Basalyga, Walter, Sgt 
Base, Millard B., Pfc 
Bashein, Samuel H., Pfc 
Basso, Arthur, S/Sgt 
Bast, Clyde rf., Pfc 
Bastuk, Nick. T/S 
Bates, John E., Pfc 
Batman, Halley E., S/Sgt 
Battaglia, Robert J., Pfc 
Baxter, Douglas D., Pfc 
Baxter, James H., Sgt 
Baxter, Lewis T., 1st Lt 
Bayles, Marion E., Jr., Pfc 
Haylis, William, Jr.. Pfc 
Bazolla, Henry A., Pfc 
Beadle, George O., Pfc 
Bean, Arthur J.. Pfc 
Beardslce, Ray M., Pfc 
Beaupre. Eugene A., S/.Sgt 
Beauty, Sheldon, Pvt 
Beaver, Floyd A., Pfc 
Bechlcr. George C., Pfc 
Beck, William L’.. Jr. Sgt 
Becker, W^arren E., Pfc 
Beckerdite, Bill O., Sgt 
Beckham, J. T., Cpl 
Bcehnlcin, Albert J., Cpl 
Beeler, Donald M., Pfc 
Beethcr, Mitchell. Pfc 
Beeunas. Joseph B., Pfc 
Behrends, Richard A.. P\t 
Bcidel, Paul H., Pfc 
Beideman, George W., Pvt 


Belcher, Kyle B., Pfc 
Beliuky, Morri^ Pfc 
Bell, Harir S., Jr., 1st Lt 
Bell, Jay, T/4 
Beil, Wilmer V., Lt Col 
Bellinger, Clarence R., Pfc 
Berobow, William V., Cpl 
Bencohen, Gideon, Pfc 
Bender, John S., 2d Lt 
Bcnedetti, Domenic, Pfc 
Benefield, Shelley, T/Sgt 
Benham, Lloyd, Sgt 
Benjamin, Russell C., Pfc 
Benkowski, John, T/5 
Benkowski, John, T/5 
Benn, Harry C., Pfc 
Bennett, Clarence T., Pvt 
Bennett, Eugene N., Capt 
Bennett, Fred R., Jr., Pfc 
Bennett, George C., Sgt 
Bennett, LeRoy E., Pfc 
Bennett, Lloyd S., Pvt 
Bennett, Lloyd S., Pvt 
Bennett, Ross, Pvt 
Bennett, Sydney F., Sgt 
Bennett, Thomas F., Pfc 
Bentley, Edward R., Pfc 
Berger, Normund F., Pfc 
Berggren, Kenneth R., Pfc 
Bergland, Clarence O., Pvt 
Berkebile, Willard W., Pvt 
Berloffa, Herman D., Pfc 
Bernardini, .Albert, S/Sgt 
Hernardini, Cesare M., T/5 
Bernhard, Robert W., Pfc 
Bernstein, Phillip. 1st Lt 
Berry, Carl C., Pfc 
Berry, Charles J.. Pfc 
Berry, Francis \V., Pfc 
Berry, George E., Pfc 
Berry, William A., Sgt 
Berry, William C., Pfc 
Berthrong, Morgan, Capt 
Besner, Truman G., Pfc 
Bestiil, Luther J., Sgt 
Bettencourt, Americus P., Pvt 
Bevilacqua, Alfonso J., S/Sgt 
Bevins, Vernon, Sgt 
Bialoskurski, Henry WL, S/Sgt 
Bichlcr, George C., Pfc 
Biddy, Loy L., Cpl 
Bierman, Russell F., Sgt 
Bigbec, Fred J., Cpl 
Biggart, William J., 2d Lt 
BiggerstafT, Raymond R., Pfc 
Biggs, Dewey L., Pvt 
Bigos, Walter F., Pvt 
Bilderback, Bobbie. J., Pfc 
Bilowich, John, T/5 
BindreiflF. Laurence W., Pvt 
Birch. William J., Pvt 
Bird, Ruben E., Cpl 
Birmer, Joseph L., T/Sgt 
Bish, Leo S., Pfc 
Bishop, Horace H., Pfc 
Bishop, Houston, S/Sgt 
Bittcrman, Frederick D., Pfc 
Bivin, Grover P., Cpl 
Bizzoco, Angelo R., Pfc 
Black, Edward H., Sgt 
Black, Harold W.. T/4 
Black, James M., Jr.. Sgt 
Black, John, Pvt 
Black, Louis W., Tr., Pfc 
Black, Seymour, Pfc 
Black, Wilford M., Pfc 
Blacksmith. Peter, Pfc 
Blackwell, Claude, S/Sgt 
Blackwell, Howard R., Pfc 
Blackwood, Charles J., S/Sgt 
Blain, Robert R., 2d Lt 
Blaine, John L., Pfc 
Blake, Wallace E., Pvt 
Blanchard, Ovelo T., Pfc 
Blanco, Lux M., Pfc 
Blankenship, Connar A., Pfc 
Blanton. V'irgil L., T/5 
Biasing, Lawrence G., T/Sgt 


Blatewicz, Heary S., 1st Lt 
Blatnick, Anthony, Pfc 
Blinks, David A., Pvt 
Bliss, Lyle J., Pfc 
Bliss, Philip, T/5 
Blitzer, Morris, S/Sgt 
Bios, Jack M., T/5 
Blum, Jack, 2d Lt 
Blunk, Ric^rd R., Pfc 
Boarman, James N., T/4 
Bobb, Virgil F., 2d Lt 
Bobbitt, Ralph J„ Pvt 
Bobnis, Anthony, T/S 
Bocanelli, Fred J., S/Sgt 
Bocknek, Harvey, Cpl 
Bocon, Frank J., S/Sgt 
Boewe, Verne C„ S/Sgt 
Bogaez, Thaddeus J., Pfc 
Bogan, John £., Pfc 
Bogard, Robert J., Pfc 
Boggs, Harry L., Pfc 
Boggs, Ruby C., Jr., S/Sgt 
Bogumil, Norman A., Pfc 
Bolte, MiU A., S/Sgt 
Roman, Lynn E., Pfc 
Bone, James H., Pvt 
Bonin, Clarence E., Pfc 
Bonner, James R., Capt 
Bonner, James R., Capt 
Bonsignore, Sol, Pfc 
Boore, Milton P„ T/4 
Borcherding, Vernon L., Pvt 
Borden, Paul L., Jr., 1st Lt 
Borish, Hyman A., Pfc 
Bornstcin, Harry M., Pfc 
Borreggine, Paul J., Pfc 
Boseman, Harold R., Pvt 
Boshell, William H., Pfc 
Bostard, George R., Sr., Pfc 
Boston, Pete J., S/Sgt 
Boucher, Armatid S., Pvt 
Boucher, Raymond P., S/Sgt 
Bouffard, Edward J.. Pfc 
Bouhall, Edward H., M/Sgt 
Bova, Joseph J., Sgt 
Bowden, Paul E., Pfc 
Bowen, James G., T/S 
Bower, John L., Jr., Pfc 
Bowers, Robert W., Pfc 
Bowling, Duard, S/Sgt 
Bowman, Anthony G., Pvt 
Bowman, B. £., T/S 
Bowman, James E., Pfc 
Bowman, James K., Capt 
Boyer, Alfred C., 1st Sgt 
Boyer, Arlan A., Pvt 
Boyer, John J., Pfc 
Boyes, Robert G., 2d Lt 
Bozeman, Leon R., Pfc 
Bozochovic, Edward J., Pvt 
Bozzarello, Attilio J., Pvt 
Bracker, Don C. M., 2d Lt 
Bradburry, Winston V,. T/4 
Bradford, James H., Pfc 
Bradley, Frederick P.. Pfc 
Bradley, James F., Sgt 
Brady, J. W., S/Sgt 
Brady, Roy E., S/Sgt 
Rrakke, Reuben C., Pfc 
Brakken, Virgil F., Pfc 
Brammer, Thomas E.. Pvt 
Branch, Joseph, S/Sgt 
Brand, William H., Jr., Pfc 
Brandenburg, Calvin C., T/5 
Brandenburg, Melvin G., S/Sgt 
Branson, Thomas G., Pfc 
Branstorm, Donald F., Pfc 
Braun, Harvey E., Pfc 
Braun, Joseph, Pfc 
Braun, Robert J., Sgt 
Breckenridge. James F., Jr.. 1st .Sgt 
Breen, Francis J„ S/Sgt 
Breitmeyer, Hazen, Pvt 
Brcnneman, Abraham. Pvt 
Brewer, Beacher H., 1st Lt 
Brey, Kenneth W.. Capt 
Bright, Thomas G., Capt 
Rrignac, Joseph A., T/5 
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Constantine, John R., Pfc 
Cook, Edgar P., Pvt 
Cook, Floyd W.. T/S 
Cook, Rc^rt E., T/4 
Cook, Samuel J., Cpl 
Cook. Walter C.. T/S 
Cooley, William R., Pfc 
Coon, Francis £., Pfc 
Cooper, Dwight E., Pvt 
Cooper. William, T/5 
Copdand, Alonzo, T., Pfc 
Copeland, John A., 1st Lt 
Coran, William G., Pfc 
Corbett, John F., S/Sgt 
Corbin, William A., T/5 
Cornelius, Edmund W., Pfc 
Corwin, James H., Pvt 
Coss, John R., Pfc 
Costa, Lawrence R., Pfc 
Costas, John N., S/Sgt 
Cotten, Jess E., Pvt 
Couchman, Robert W., S/Sgt 
Coughlin, Eugene F., S/Sgt 
Coughlin, Robert P., Pfc 
Cournad, Peter J., Pfc 
Coury, Edward C., Pfc 
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De Forest, Max J., Pfc 
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Degaetano, Sebastian B., Cpl 
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Delsipee, Harold J., 1st Lt 
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Demski, Harold F., Pvt 
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De Wulf, Lawrence D., S/Sgt 
Dhalle, Charles L., Pvt 
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Drain, Daniel L., Pfc 
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Duin, David, Pfc 
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Dunne, Edward V., Pfc 
Dupuis, Henry P., 2d Lt 
Durant, Joseph A., T/Sgt 
D’Urbano, Dominick D., Pfc 
Durk, Robert A., 1st Lt 
Dursk, John J., Pvt 
Duva, James J., Pfc 
Duvall, Robert H., T/4 
Dvorak, James F., Pfc 
Dykes, John F., Cpl 
Dykes, William I., T/3 
Dykstra. Ervin L.. Sgt 
Dyton, Paul F.. Pfc 
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LIGHTNING 


Hoffman, Arthur 1.. Sgt 
Hoffman, Darrel Pic 
Hoffpauir, Albert, Pfc 
Hofmanm George H«, Pfc 
Hogeiee, Haavear O., S/Sgt 
Hogfelt, Gunnar H., T/5 
Hohman, Alvin C., Sgt 
Hoke, Stanton K., S/Sgt 
Holbrook, Thomas N» Pfc 
Holcomb, Benny L., Pfc 
Holdaway, Johnnie £., Pvt 
Holden. Carl B., Pfc 
Hold ridge Lawrence N., Pfc 
Hole, James F., Pfc 
HoUand, AUen R., Pfc 
Hollingsworth James N., Capt 
Hollinshead, Donald J., S/Sgt 
Holloway, Anson Pvt 
Holloway, Wallace Pfc 
Hollowel, Harry L., Sgt 
HoUy, John S., T/4 
Holmes, Doyle C., Pfc 
Holmes, George H., T/5 
Holmes, Thoma^., Pvt 
Holt, James L., T/5 
Holyoke, Arthur £., Sr., Pfc 
Honuuk, John J., Jr., Pfc 
Honene, Matthew, Pvt 
Hood, Inomaa Pfc 
Hooh Thomas L., T/Sgt 
Horcwitz, Sol, Ptc 
Horn, Walter S., Pfc 
Hosner, Gerald £., T/5 
Hostetter, Leo A., Pfc 
Houck, William C., 2d Lt 
Howard, Charles £., Pfc 
Howard, Clifford D., Pfc 
Howard, Isaa^ T/Sgt 
Howard, Lee B., Pfc 
Howard, Merle, T/Sgt 
Howard, Neal £)., Sgt 
Howard, Robert W., T/Sgt 
Howell, Carl W., Pvt 
Howitt, Andrew W., Jr., Pvt 
Howitt, Edward J., Cpl 
Howsk^ Francis, Sgt 
Hoyle, Jack £., 2d Lt 
Hrach jniarlcs L., Pfc 
Hma, ^ward L., Pvt 
Hubbard, Paul F.. S/Sgt 
Hubberd, William £.. 1st Lt 
Hubbell, Harry C., Pfc 
Hubenette, Marlin R., Pfc 
Hubsmith, Arthur R., Pfc 
Huckfeldt, Frederick C., Sgt 
Hudson, James C., Pvt 
Hudson, Mark R., Jr., Major 
Huenefeld, William £., Sgt 
Huff, Jack C., Pfc 
Hufford, Glenn D., Pfc 
Hug|rins, John £., Sgt 
Hugh, Gaston P., Pfc 
Hughes. Clay J., S/Sgt 
Hugo, Arthur N., T/S 
Hull, Joseph C., Pvt 
Hunneford, Michael F., S/Sgt 
Hunt, Charles P., Pfc 
Hunt, Keith £., S/Sgt 
Hunt, Wvlie J., Sgt 
Hunter, Charles £.. T/5 
Hunter, David D., Pvt 
Hunter. Willard G.. Pfc 
Huntman, Roy B., Pvt 
Huntsberger, Robert W., Pvt 
Hurlburt, Bernard L., T'5 
Hurps, Lewis F., Pfc 
Hurst. Walter £.. T/.l 
Husek, Michael J.. T/4 
Husereau. Rosarie J., Pfc 
Huss. La Von £., Pfc 
Hutcherson, Franklin L., Cpl 
Hutchins, James. Pvt 
Hutnik, Joseph J., S/Set 
HutseH, Jessie D.. T/4 
Hvolboll. Lionel K.. Pvt 
Hyett, Henry T., Pvt 
Hyney, Carl M.. T/5 
Hynes, John T., S/Sgt 

lacorella, Amerigo, Pfc 


lacovone, Carl J., Pvt 
Xgnatowiu, Chester F,* T/5 
Ingels, La Fon R., Pfc 
Ingram, Lester, Pvt 
Inman, Carl P., Cpl 
Inman, Eugene F., T/5 
Irby, Otto D., Pfc 
Irti, Joseph A., Sgt 
IreUndi^hornton £., 1st Lt 
Isaacs, Earn N., Pfc 
IsbeU, John B., Pfc 
Isley, J. D., Jr., T/Sgt 

Jackevich, Alex, Pvt 
Jackson, Beaty, Pfc 
Jackson, Clarence M., Pvt 
Jackson, Edgar A., Pfc 
Jackson, Lestey H., Pfc 
Jackson, Lewis S., Pfc 
Jacobs, Joseph T., Pfc 
Jacobsom Harold W., Pfc 
Jacoby, Robert C., Ptc 
Jacques, Edgar G., Pfc 
jadndek, Michad, S/Sgt 
Jaenickc, Edward P., Sgt 
Jagiello, Sigmund A., T/5 
Jakubowski, Chester L., Cpl 
James, Alfred M., 1st Lt 
James, Richard £., 1st Lt 
Jamieson, Andrew D., Jr., 2d Lt 
Jamieson, Donald P., 2d Lt 
Janda, G^rge S., S/Sgt 
Janulis, Anthony V., T/4 
Jargowsky, Albert, 1st Lt 
Jarosz, Wallace J., Sgt 
Jarvis, William W., Jr., Sgt 
Jasenec, John, S/Sgt 
Jay, Morris B., Cpl 
Jay cox, Charles M., 2d Lt 
Jeffery, Seymour 
Jeffords, Lloyd L., Pfc 
elinek, Leslie S., Pfc 
enkine, Robert C., Pvt 
enldns, Walter L., Pfc 
enney, William W., T/S 
ennings, Archie L., (^1 
ennings, Charles G., Pvt 
ennings, Daryl L„ Pfc 
ensen. Merle C., Pfc 
Jensen, Owen J., Pvt 
Jeschko, John, Jr., Pvt 
Jesinaki, John, Pvt 
Jessup, William S., Pvt 
Jester, James W., Pfc 
Johanson, William M., Sgt 
ohes, Floyd A., S/Sgt 
ohnson. Bob G., Pfc 
Johnson, Charlie B., Pfc 
Johnson, David F., Pvt 
Johnson, Elvin F. L., Pvt 
Johnson, Eugene T.. Pfc 
Johnson, Forrest E., T/S 
Johnson, Harold T., Pfc 
Johnson, Harold L., Pfc 
Johnson, James F., Jr., Pfc 
Johnson, Joseph, Pvt 
Johnson, Raymond C., S/Sgt 
Johnson, Tilford A., Pfc 
Johnson, Trygve G., T/5 
Johnson, Warren E., Pfc 
Johnston, Herman M., Pvt 
Johnston. Paul B., Jr., S/Sgt 
Joincs, Porter R., T/5 
Joncas, Alexander M., 2d T.t 
ones, Allen C., Pfc 
ones, Arlis E., Pfc 
Jones, Dean W., T/5 
Jones, Floyd A., S/Sgt 
Tones, Frank R., Pfc 
Jones, Gerald O., Pvt 
Jones, Harry E., Pvt 
Jones, Harry M., Pvt 
Jones, Tames H., Pvt 
Jones, John M., Pfc 
Jones, Joseph A.. Pfc 
Tones, Raymond W., Pvt 
Jones, Reginald D,, Sgt 
Tones, Robert E.. Pfc 
Jones, Roy W., Pfc 
Jones, Wallace E.. T/4 


Jones, Watt J., Pfc 
Jones, William G., Pvt 

j orden, James M., Pfc 
orden, Kayle K.. Pfc 
Jorden, Venable V., Pfc 
J orden, William A., S/Sgt 
Jorgensen, Frederick £., Pvt 
Jost, George R., 1st Lt 
Joyner, Oscar H., Jr., S/Sgt 
Judy, Marvin D., Pfc 
Jurgonsld, Richard L., Pfc 

Kachoian, Jesper, Pfc 
Kaciuba, Paul, Pfc 
Kacucewicz, Stanley. 1st Lt 
Kahler, Eugene S., T/5 
Kaiser, Eugene C., S/Sgt 
Kaiser, Kurt O., Jr., S/Sgt 
Kalakowski, John T., S/Sgt 
Kaleasld, Stanley S., Pvt 
Kallevig, Alvin O., Pvt 
Kalncs, Joseph C.. ^t 
Kampler, Bernaro, Pvt 
Kane, James D., T/5 
Karasevicz, George J., Pvt 
Karp, Leon, Pfc 
Kaser, Melvin F., Pfc 
Kasper, Raymond A., S/Sgt 
Kastner, Robert M., Pfc 
Katz. Lawrence, Pvt 
Kaufman, Phillip G., Pfc 
Keating, Arnold T., Sgt 
Keel, Carson, Pfc 
Keeling, Max D., Pvt 
Keenum, Everett L., S/Sgt 
Keeperman, David, Pfc 
Kecsec, Howard R., Pfc 
Kehoc, Charles A.^Pfe 
Keith, Harris M., Pfc 
Keith, Troy E., Pvt 
Kelecki, Walter, Sgt 
Kelicius, William Jr., Pfc 
Keller, James E., Pfc 
Kelley, Charles T., Pfc 
Kelley, Francis P., 1st Lt 
Kelley, James R., Cpl 
Kelley. John E.. Pfc 
Kelley, Jonah, S/Sgt 
Kelley, Richard W., 2d Lt 
Kellog, Jack E., Pfc 
Kellum, William F., Pvt 
Kelly, Qiarles B., Jr., Pfc 
Kelly, Cyrus L.,^Sgt 
Kelly, John F.. T/5 
Kelly, Theodore L., T/Sgt 
Kelly, Victor Q., 2d Lt 
Kelsh, Carroll E., Pfc 
Kenman, Lawrence H., Lt Col 
Kemmerer, Vernon L., Jr., Sgt 
Kemp, Fred J., Pfc 
Kempf, Theodore, Pfc 
Kenemer, John T., T/5 
Kennedy, Bennett K., Pfc 
Kenncmer, Harry C., Pfc 
Kenner, John L., Pvt 
Kenner, William T., Tr., Pfc 
Kenney, Clyde E., Pfc 
Kenney, Douglas C., Pvt 
Kenworthy, Melvin E., S/Sgt 
Kerley, James T., Pfc 
Kershaw, Robert R., T/5 
Kessingj^Robert J., Pvt 
Kester, Paul H., Pvt 
Ketcham. Ira R., S/Sgt 
Keyes. Richard W., Lt Col 
Kieffer, Cecil P., S/Sgt 
Kietzman. Frederick W., Cpl 
Kivgins, Wayne D., Pfc 
Kilburn. Stanton J.. S/Sgt 
Kilian, Edwin A., T/.Sgt 
Kilkenny, Earl F.. S/Sgt 
Kilvk. Stephen, Pvt 
Kimble. Earl R., Pvt 
Kincheloe, Tames G.. Pfc 
Kindseth. Desmond M., Pfc 
King, Edward J., Jr.. T/Sgt 
King, William S., 1st Sgt 
King^, Roy M., Pfc 
Kingfisher, Duke, Pfc 
Kinnamon, Russell H., Sgt 
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Kinnear, Robert T.. T/S^t 
Kinslow, Howard A., T/4 
Kiracof^ Lloyd, Jr» P£c 
Kirby, Charles K, S/Sgt 
Kirby, James T., rfc 
Kirchner, Ellis £., Pfc 
Kirkland, Ambrtms Jr., Pfc 
Kirkwood, David £., Pfc 
Kirscb, John J., Sjt 
Kissinger, Flovd R., Pfc 
Kiste, Robert £., Pvt 
Kittleson, Carl M., Pfc 
Klatt, Julius W.. Pfc 
Klein, Henry, Pfc 
Klouda, Charles F., Pfc 
Klimek, John J., T/5 
Klimko, Walter, T/5 
Kline, Clair £., Cpl 
Klis, Thomas V., Pfc 
Kloosterman, Edward, Jr., Pvt 
Knell, George P., 1st Lt 
Knight, William £., 1st Lt 
Knight, Rufus W., Sgt 
Knight, Virgil K.. S/Sgt 
Knight, William W., Pfc 
Knisely, Lee D., Pfc 
Knotts, Raymorud H.. Pfc 
Koch, Carlton W., 2d Lt 
Koch, Herman J. A., Pvt 
Koegel, Leonard, Pvt 
Kohn, Joseph, P^ 

Kohnen, Theodore A., Pfc 
Koldke, Michad, S/Sgt 
Kolman, Louis F., Pfc 
KolventMch, Gordon F., Pfc 
Koncaba, Louis J., Pvt 
Konopasek, James L., Sgt 
KopeeW. Elmer D., Pfc 
Kopp, Richard O., Cpl 
Korman, Alexander, Pfc 
Kosiol, Joseph A., Cpl 
Koski, Edwin £., Pvt 
Kosmatka, Stanley J., Cpl 
Kossoff, Irwin I., Pvt 
Kostecl^, Anthony, Pfc 
Kot, Joseph A., 2d Lt 
Kot, Joseph S., 1st Lt 
Kowelczylc, Francis C., Cpl 
Kozat, Wladyslaw, Pfc 
Kozell, Frank J., Sgt 
Kracon, Harry, 1st Lt 
Kraener, Clifford C., T/5 
Kragt, Theodore, Sgt 
Kramer, Alfred F., T/5 
Kramer, Samuel A., Pfc 
Kramer, William L, 1st Sgt 
Kranzler, Julius, Pvt 
Krause, Calvin L., Pfc 
Krause, Charles B., Pvt 
Krause, Erwin E., S/Sgt 
Kraynick, John, S/Sgt 
Krentkowski, Arthur J., Pfc 
Kriak, Francis M., T/5 
Krimmel, William H.. Jr., T/5 
Krowse, Billy A., Pfc 
Kruse, Clifford B., Pfc 
Krzyzek. Frank J., Pvt 
Kubala, Edward J.» Pfc 
Kuebarski, Arthur, S/Sgt 
Kucinich, Peter Pvt 
Kuezynski, Walter, Pvt 
Kuekes, Edward G., Pfc 
Kuemmerlein, Edw. L., Jr., S/Sgt 
Kuhns. Frank E., 1st Lt 
Kulhanek, Frank J.. Cpl 
Kurber^r, James H.. Pfc 
Kunen. Henedict V., Pvt 
Kiinz, Harold W.. Pfc 
Kurdy, Albin S., 1st Lt 
Kuter. Robert L.. S/Sgt 
Kwiatkowski, Vincent J.. Pfc 

La Badie, Burton M., Pfc 
La Berge, Richard R,, Cnl 
La Bear, Edward C,. S/Sgt 
T.abozetta. Peter P.. Pfc 
Lackey. Euell D., Pfc 
Lagiewski, Arnold L.. Pfc 
Lagrange. Joseph. Pfc 
Laine, Orva F„ Pfc 


Lake, Herbert, Cpl 
Lambert, Joseph T.. S/Sgt 
Lambert, William F., S/Sgt 
Lamereaux, Al, Sgt 
Lancaster, Raymond F., T/5 
Landers, Clarence O., Jr., Pfc 
Landes, Margel S., Pvt 
Landry, Brian R.. Pvt 
Landry, Lawson L., Pfc 
Lane, Frank, Pfc 
Lane, Terry L., S/Sgt 
Lanham, Claude, Jr., S/Sgt 
Lang, Edward A., Jr., S/Sgt 
Langdon, Roy W„ Pvt 
Lange, John L., Pfc 
Lamfero, Felix M., Pvt 
Lann, Gtorn Y., Jr., Pvt 
Lapin, Saul, Pvt 
Larkin, Ted B., Pvt 
Larsen, WUliam G., Pvt 
Larson, Paul K., T/4 
Larselere, Charles W., Pvt 
Lash, Luther £» Sr., Pvt 
Lau, Daniel B. T., Sgt 
Lau, Hong F., Pfc 
Lautanen, Ramon L., Pvt 
Lauterback, Sebastian P., Jr., Pvt 
Lavoi^ Pam M., Pfc 
Law, Edward D., Sgt 
Lawrence Barton R., Cpl 
Lawsom Harold J., Pfc 
Lazer, John, Jr« Pfc 
Leach. Qaude H., Pfc 
Lebovits, Joseph L., Pfc 
Lederer, Henry W., Pfc 
Lee, John A., Pvt 
Lee, John R., S/Sgt 
Lee, John W., Jr., Pfc 
Lee, Tracie F., S/Sgt 
Leech J!2hj^les J., T/5 
Leen, Dale, Pfc 
Leff, Jerome, Pvt 
Lehman, ^r1 W., Pfc 
Leigh, Doubles B., S/Sgt 
Leist, George A., Pfc 
Lemon, Gordon H., Pfc 
Lemons, Marlin J^ Pfc 
Leneham, Robert J., S/Sgt 
Lentz, John P., 1st Lt 
Lentz, William G., Pfc 
Lenz, Charles S., Pvt 
Leo, Anthony J., T/Sgt 
Ivcon, Robert K., Pvt 
Leroux, Roland V., Pfc 
Lessard. Armand L., Pfc 
Lester, John E., 2d Lt 
Letsos, John M., Pfc 
Leugers, Robert C., Capt 
Le Van, Daniel Pvt 
Leventon, Wulbur A., Pfc 
Irvine, Abe L„ T/S 
Lewandowski, Leo, Jr., Pfc 
Lewandowski, Matthew W., Cpl 
T>ewis, Byron C., Pfc 
Lewis, Geoffrey J., Sgt 
Lewis, Marvin L., Pfc 
T.ewis, Robert W„ Pfc 
Lewis, Robert Y., Jr., Sgt 
Lewis, Thomas D., Jr.. 1st Lt 
T.ewitus, William J., Pfc 
Libenbo^. Rov E., 1st Sgt 
T.jcdel. William G.. Pvt 
TJgiannurio, Anthony V., Pfc 
T.imerick, Leonard L., Pfc 
T.incecum, Val D.. Jr.. 1st Lt 
T.incoln, Andrew E., Pvt 
T.indahl. Glen E., Sjrt 
T.indenthaler. Carlies J.. Sgt 
T.inderman, George O., Pvt 
T.indley, James T.. Pfc 
T.incoln, Alan J.. Tr.. 1st Sgt 
T.incoln, Robert H.. Set 
T irdsay, William B., Sgt 
T.indsey, Herraon L.. T /Sgt 
Lineberrv. Eugene E., Pfc 
T.inhart. Randolph W.. Capt 
Linkiewicz, Charles A., Pfc 
T.inkletter. Llovd F., T/4 
T.ipe. Cl emit, T/4 
Lippi. Alphonse, Pvt 


Lisman, Burton O., 1st Sgt 
Litique, George, Pfc 
Litovchick, ManueL T/5 
Little, Ernest W., Pvt 
Little, Joe C., Sgt 
Livermore, Armon H„ Jr., Pfc 
Loader, Byron O.^S/Sgt 
Locke, Robert J., Pfc 
Lockerby. Earl R., Pfc 
Lockwood, Edward J., Jr., Pfc 
Lockner, Richard, S/Sgt 
Logan, Paul F., Sgt 
Logan, Woodrow W„ Pfc 
Loney, Donald C., Pfc 
Long, Donald D., Pvt 
Long, Lome J., Cpl 
Longerbeam, Milton G., Sgt 
Lonnay, William J., Sgt 
Lopez, Anthony C., Pfc 
Lopez, Pedro T., Cpl 
Lopez, Rudolph j., Pfc 
Lopiccolo, Vito J., Pfc 
Lopopole, Dominick J., T/4 
Lorens, William E., 1st Lt 
Loudermilk, Herscbel W., T/4 
Loughlin, Edward M., S/Sgt 
Louzon, Albert E., Pfc 
Loversp, Frank A., T/5 
Low, Jimmie G., Pfc 
Loyd, Harold E., Pvt 
Lozowski, Stanley J., Pfc 
Lubbers, Leo H., Pfc 
LubinskI, Ben E., 1st Lt 
Lucero, Felix A., Pfc 
Luck, Atlan W., 2d Lt 
Ludwig, Harold E., Pfc 
Lukacena, Nicholas S/Sgt 
Lund, Edward L^ Pfc 
Lund, Oscar L., Pfc 
Lurz, Carl E., 1st Lt 
Lussier, Richard L., Pfc 
Luttrull, William G., Pfc 
Lyle, Eugene R., Pvt 
Lynch, Eugene J., Pfc 
Lynch, Harold K., T/S 
Lynch, Lem R., Sgt 
Lynch, Peter T., Srt 
Lynn, James W., S/Sgt 

MacDonald, Lawrence R.. Capt 
Machnik, Casmir J., Sgt 
Macias, Jose, Pfc 
Mackey, Clair W., Pfc 
MacKinlay, Stuart, S/Sgt 
Macklin, Theodore, Tr., 1st Lt 
MacMullan, James R., S/Sgt 
MacPhail, Donald D.. 2d Lt 
Madden, George R., Pfc 
Maddox, William N., Pfc 
Magill, James P., II. Sgt 
Magrini, Mario J., T/Sgt 
Mahaffey, Dean M., Pvt 
Mahoney. Edward T„ Sgt 
Main, William R., Sgt 
Maiten, Meyer L., Pfc 
Majors, Robert E., Pvt 
Makowski. Norman F., Pvt 
Malinchak, Steve, Pfc 
Malizzi, Dominic A., Pvt 
Malleraee, Charles L.. Pfc 
Mallen, Salvador G., Pfc 
Mallette, Arthur R., 1st Lt 
Mallonee. Donald E.. Pfc 
M.alouf, Edward J.. Pfc 
Malzahn, Ravmond R.. T/5 
Manees. Alvin W., Pfc 
Maniarez. Dolores. Pvt 
Mann. Martin, Pfc 
Manning. Tames W.. Pvt 
Manning. William J.. Jr.. Pfc 
Mansfield. William F., T/Sgt 
Marahella, Samuel J.. Pfc 
Marcantonio. Frank V., Pvt 
Marchioni. William L.. S/Sgt 
Marchurk. Tames A.. Pfc 
Margiivlin. Vincent B.. Cpl 
Marinelli. Tohn F.. Pfc 
Markley. Beniamin N,, Pfc 
Marson. David R., Pfc 
Marshall. John J.. Jr., Pfc 
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Marshand, Arthur D., Pfc 
Marszalek, Edward J., Pvt 
Martel, Lto, T/4 
Martian, Lawrence E., Pfc 
Martin, Charles J., Pfc 
Martin, Daniel L., Pfc 
Martin, James R., S/Sgt 
Martini, Otis, Pfc 
Martin, Owen J., Pfc 
Martin, Rhober P., j r.. Pvt 
Martin, Roy J„ Sgi 
Martin, Willard H., Pvt 
Martin, William J., Pfc 
Martinez, Charles A., Cpl 
Martwig, George W., Pfc 
Mascia, Carmen D., Cpl 
Maseicotte, Walter J., Pvt 
Maskell, John, Jr., Pfc 
Mason, David J., Pfc 
Massaro, John A^ Pfc 
Mast, Clifton M., T/4 
Masters, Harold S., S/Sgt 
Mastrianni, Dominic L,, Pfc 
Matheson, William N., T/3 
Mathews, Benjamin B., Cpl 
Mathews, Clanton G., Pfc 
Mathias, Carl H., Pvt 
Matthews, Ernest S/Sgt 
Mathiesen, Harvey F., Sgt 
Matson, Reland E., 1st Lt 
Matthews, Herbert R., Pfc 
Mattis, Le Roy W., Pfc 
Mattlin, Albert F., S/Sgt 
Matts, Charles V., Pfc 
Matwiczyk, Michael, Pfc 
May, Walter R., T/Sgt 
Mayer, Charles, Pvt 
Mayer, Stanley J., Pvt 
Mayes, Lawrence S., 2d Lt 
McAdoo, Albert E., Pfc 
McAfee, Felton D., Pfc 
McAllister, Clarence W., 2d Lt 
McAteer, Raymond D., Pfc 
McBrayer, VVilliam G., Pvt 
McBride, Dewaine T., S/Sgt 
McBride, Eugene G., Sgt 
McBride. Le Roy R., Pvt 
McBroom, Robert O., Pfc 
McCabe, Duane A^ Sgt 
McCabe, Howard K., 1st Lt 
McCaffr^, Walter T., Pfc 
McCall, John H.. Pfc 
McCarthy, Joseph B., Pfc 
McCartney, Vaughn F.. S/Sgt 
McCarthy, Leo P., Capt 
McCauley .Paul C., Pfc 
McClain, Joseph E., Sgt 
McClary, Jack R^ Pfc 
McClcary, Paul C., T/5 
McClear, Donald J., Pfc 
McClellan, Frank A., Pfc 
McCombie, Claude J., Pvt 
McConihay, Emmons P., Pfc 
McCormich, Francis X., Pfc 
McCoy, Charles J., T '5 
McCoy, Craig D., Pvt 
McCoy, Virgil E.,Pfc 
McCracken, Allen C.. Pfc 
McCray, Martin L., Pfc 
McCrea, John R.. 2d T.t 
McCue, Donald P., Pfc 
McCurdy, Horace M., Pvt 
McDermott, Rodnev J.. Pfc 
McDonough, John E.*. 2d Lt 
McDougall, Robert F.. Jr., Sgt 
McElhatten, Harold T... Sgt 
McElhennv. Roy R., Tr.. Pvt 
McElroy, James P.. Capt 
McElwee, Leonard F., S^Sgt 
McFarland, Herbert J., Pvt 
McGarrigle. Cornelius N., Jr., Pfc 
McGinely, William B., Pvt 
McGirr, Russell B.. S/Svt 
McGortey, James R., S/Sgt 
McGough, Robert F.. Pfc 
McGugan, John G.. Cpl 
McGredy, Frank W., Jr., Sgt 
McGregor, Julius S„ 1st Lt 
McGrew, Robert D.. T^Sgt 
McGrew. William A.. Pfc 


McHugh, Thomas J.. Cpl 
McUwinen, John H., 1st Lt 
McKeans, Lynden J., Pfc 
McKinley, Leonard B., Pvt 
McKinney, Walter J., Pfc 
McLaughlin, James W., 2d Lt 
McMickle, Robert E., S/Sgt 
McMillen, James A., S/Sgt 
McMillen, Warren W., Sgt 
McMullen, James W., Pvt 
McNally. Robert T., Pfc 
McNamara, Edwin T., T/Sgt 
McNamara, Glenn T., T/5 
McNally, Tack, Pfc 
McNeil, Marvin M., Pfc 
McNeU, WUliam T., T/5 
McNulty, James K., Pvt 
MeShane, William J., Pfc 
McWhorter, Samuel S., Cpl 
Meade, Richard J., Pfc 
Meadows, Grover G., T/Sgt 
Mechura, Earnest P., Pfc 
Medeiros, Arthur D., T/5 
Medera, John W., Pvt 
Mehaffey, James S., Pvt 
Meixner, Carl A., T/5 
Mekey, Joseph F., Pfc 
Melkun, Benjamin J., Pfc 
Melloy, John P., Sgt 
Melton, George C., Pfc 
Melville, John C., Jr., 1st Lt 
Meneyhon, Clarence T., Pfc 
Mendelson, Morris, Pfc 
Mercer, Clarence R., T/5 
Mercuric, Frank R., T/5 
Merrick, Marvin, Sgt 
Merrit, Marving L., Pvt 
Merritt, Robert R., T/Sgt 
Messick, Charles T., Sgt 
Messier, Harry A., 1st Lt 
Mester, Stanley, Sgt 
Metheny, Russell L., Pfc 
Mcttert, James R., Pvt 
Meyer, Ralph W., Pfc 
Miara, Raymond J., Pfc 
Micciche, Michael P., Pvt 
Michael, Leo J., Cpl 
Michael, Maurice O., S/Sgt 
Michalec, Edward C., Pfc 
Michalek, Joseph A., T/5 
Michel, Joseph, Sgt 
Mier, Harry A., Pfc 
Middlebrooks, Virgil L., T/5 
Middlemas, John R., Pfc 
Middleton, Albert E., Pvt 
Mielke, Julius E., Pfc 
Milanese, Joseph A., Pvt 
Milavec, Frank W., Cpl 
Miles, James A., Pfc 
Miles, Seward P,, 1st Lt 
Millar, Gordon H., Pfc 
Millar, Nelson E., Pvt 
Miller. Alfred E., Sgt 
Miller, Carroll L., T/4 
Miller, Chester A., S/Sgt 
Miller, Donald W., T/S 
Miller. Earl B., Tr., Sgt 
Miller, Edward L., S/Sgt 
Miller, Edward M., Jr., Pfc 
Miller, Edward P., Pvt 
Miller, Francis M., T/5 
Miller, Franklin L., Pvt 
Miller, Garland C., Pfc 
Miller, Gordon H., Pfc 
Miller, Harold, Pvt 
Miller, Harold, 2d Lt 
Miller, Henry W.. T/S 
Miller, Howard F„ Pfc 
Miller, John F., Jr., Pfc 
Miller, John H„ Capt 
Miller, Joseph L., Jr.. 2d Lt 
Miller, T.e Roy C., Pfc 
Miller. Leo J., Pfc 
Miller. Melvin G., T/5 
Miller, Murel F.. Pfc 
Miller, idehard H., Pvt 
Miller, Robert, Pfc 
Miller, Robert, Sgt 
Miller, Robert E.. Pfc 
Miller, Russell O., Cpl 


Miller, Stanley O., Pvt 
Miller, Sidney, Pvt 
Miller, Truman L., Pvt 
Miller, VVilliam C., Pfc 
Millin, Wilbur, S/Sgt 
Milton, Nelson L., Pfc 
Mincher, Paul £» Pfc 
Minton, Phillip, S/Sgt 
Mishims, Vincent D., Pfc 
Mitchell, Boyce P., Pfc 
Mitchel, James S., Capt 
Mitchell, Arlie, 2d Lt 
Mitchell, Robert H., Pvt 
Mitcheltree, Louis E., Pfc 
Mitchum. Lelean C., Pvt 
MiteR, Eldon Pvt 
MizcU, Hebcr N., Pfc 
Moffett, Walter S., Pfc 
Mohiser, Alfred T., Cpl 
Molchan^ohn, ^ 

Molnar, Georgy Pfc 
Molter, James R., Pfc 
Monical, Joe A., Pfc 
Monroe, James D., Pfc 
Monroe, Kenneth H., S/Sgt 
Montgomery, K. C., Pvt 
Montgomery, Warren A., Sgt 
Monti, Julius V., Sgt 
Moor, Melvin H., T/5 
Moore, Albert A.. Pfc 
Moore, Douglas A., 2d Lt 
Moore, Earl E., ^/Sgt 
Moore, Harvey R., Cpl 
Moore, James R., Pfc 
Moore, Jame^T/5 
Moore, John T., Pfc 
Moore, Richard, Pfc 
Moore, W. D., Pvt 
Moorefield, Jesse P., Major 
Moore, Willis C., Pfc 
Moran, Francis A., T/5 
Moretz, Herbert C., Jr., Pvt 
Morgan, Loren, Pfc 
Monarity, Edward, Pfc 
Moriarity, John D., Pfc 
Mork, Charles R., 1st Lt 
Moroz, Nicholas J., Pvt 
Morris, Jay C., Pfc 
Morrow, Edward T., Pfc 
Morre, Asher C., T/4 
Morse, Ralph H., Sgt 
Morse, Walter T.. T/S 
Mort, John, Pfc 
Moscj^ Gregory S., Pfc 
Moscicki, Henry H., Pvt 
Moseiey, Robert E^ 1st Lt 
Moser, ^ymond W., T/5 
Moskal, Edward, S/Sgt 
Mosley, Leroy, Pfc 
Mosner, Solomon D., Pfc 
Moss, Frederick C., Cpl 
Moss, Marshall V., Jr., Sgt 
Mottcr, Henry C., S/Sgt 
Mouilleseaux, Anthony B., Pvt 
Moulder, Jim E., Pfc 
Mount, Edmond W., Jr., Pvt 
Mowery, Joe E., Pfc 
Mueller, Arthur W., Pvt 
Mullaney, Bernard F., S/Sgt 
Mullin, Hugh J., 1st Lt 
Mullin, Ralph A., T/4 
Munden, Horace C., Jr., T/5 
Munn. David L., Pvt 
Munnings, George H.. Jr., T/4 
Murphy, Edward L., Cpl 
Murphy, James E.. Pfc 
Murphy, John T., Pvt 
Murphy, John T., 2d Lt 
Murphy, Leo F., Pfc 
Murphy, Nathan T., Pfc 
Murphy, William F., S/Sgt 
Murray, Bernard J., 2d Lt 
Murray, Daniel W., Sgt 
Murray, Frederick W^.. Jr., 2d Lt 
Murray, .Tosenh G.. Pvt 
Murray, Michael, Pvt 
Murrell, Floyd E., Pvt 
Murrell, George E., M '"Set 
Musselman, Rav S., Ut Lt 
Muzyk, Walter. Pfc 
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Muzzuca, Anthony P., Pvt 
M 3 rerholtz, James JU, Pfc 
Myers, Alva A., Pfc 
Myers, Daniel £., 

Myers, Donald £., Pfc 
Myers, Don R., Pfc 
Myers, Floyd M., T/5 
Myers, Kenneth E., Pfc 
Myers, Orville W., Pfc 
Myslenski, Ernest C., Sgt 


Naatz, Raymond G., Sq 
N aham, James E., Jr., Pvt 
Narinkiewicz, Adam, T/4 
Navratil, Robert T„ Pfc 
Neal, Leonard, Pfc 
Nelligan, Carl F., Pfc 
Nelson, Charles, Pfc 
Nelson, Ora, Cpl 
Nemes, Billy G., Pfc 
Nepveu, Robert, Sgt 
Neslon, Billie H., Pfc 
Nettles, William L. jr., Pfc 
Neumann, Richard E., Pfc 
Neuman, Richard E., 1st Lt 
Nevitt, Robert R, A., S/Sgt 
Newhall, Horatio, Jr., Pfc 
Newman, Eklward D., Jr., Pvt 
Newton, Earl L., Pfc 
Nichols, Carl £., Pfc 
Nicholsoni, Anthony J., T/4 
NicholsotK Leonard R., Pfc 
Nidiffer, Claude C., Pfc 
Nielson, Ole G., T/5 
Ntezany, Joseph, Pfc 
Nigl. Arlyn F., Pfc 
Nissi, George M., Pfc 
Nittle, Alphonso, 2d Lt 
Nixon, WRliam G., 2d Lt 
Niziol, Peter, Pfc 
Noble, Obed, Sgt 
Noell, Jesse F., Pfc 
Noggle, Donald P., Cpl 
Nolan, Thomas J., 1st Lt 
Noone, Michael J., Pfc 
Norman, Harold T., Jr., Cpl 
Norman, Wayne H., S/Sgt 
Norris, Donald K., Pfc 
Norris, Ivan P., Jr., Pfc 
North, Robert E., T/S 
Norton, Charles E., Pvt 
Norton, Walter G., Pfc 
Norton, William C., Pfc 
Novakawski, Peter A., 1st Lt 
Novatka, John D., Pvt 
Nowak, Clement F., Jr., Pvt 
Nozkowski, Harry, Pfc 
Nuctzcl, Charles K.. Pvt 
Null, Harry M.,T/5 
Nuprienok, Leo J., Cpl 
Nutter, Dale E., T/Sgt 
Nutzman, Harold W., S/Sgt 


Oaks, Bennie L., S/Sgt 
O’ Boyle, Milton J., Sgt 
O’Brien, Ralph W.. Pfc 
O’Brikis, Edmond E., Cpl 
Ochoa, Alejo C., Sgt 
O’Connell. Martin. W., Pfc 
O’Connell, Daniel P., Pvt 
O’Connor, Gerard F., 2d Lt 
O’Donnell, Eugene C., Tr., Pvt 
O’Donnell, John P., Cpl 
O’Donnell, Jaseph, Sgt 
O’Donnell, Vincent L., Pvt 
Odom, Willis P.. Pfc 
Oestreich, Arthur H., Lt Col 
Oetken. Edward W., Pfc 
Ofiero, Nicholas, Pfc 
Ogard, Loyal C., Sgt 
Ogledzinski, Matthew J., Pfc 
Ohler, Adolph G., Pfc 
Ohmart, Richard L., Pfc 
Ohs. Wallace W.. Pfc 
Oi, George, Pfc 
Oie, Ma'mard W^Pfe 
Oldani, John B., Pfc 
Olenik, Steve, S/Sgt 
Oligino, Ralph G., T/4 
Oliver, Albert R., Pfc 


OlsoiH Baughn L., Pvt 
Olson, Jack H.. Pvt 
Olson, Lester K., Major 
O’Malley, James O., Cpl 
O’Meara, John T., Pfc 
O’Melia. Edward J., Jr., Capt 
O’Neil, Ernest E., Pvt 
O’NeU, John W., Sgt 
Oney,J. B., Cpl 
Oiin, Clyde W.. Pfc 
O’Reilly, Aubrey L, Lt Col 
Orlando, John J., Pvt 
Orlos, Frank P.. 1st Lt 
Orosz, Joseph M., Sgt 
Osbahr, Gifford L,, Sgt 
Osborne, Francis J., Pfc 
Osborne, Harry J., Jr., Pfc 
O’Shaughnessy, Jeremiah J., Pfc 
O’Shea, Danid P., Pfc 
Osina, Ladik J., T/5 
Osmon, Harry L., Pfc 
Osroon, Harvey L., Pfc 
Ostergren, Richard H.jj^Pfc 
Osterman, Burton £., T/4 
Otero, Jose I., Sgt 
Ovalle, Felipe C., Pvt 
Overby, Alton K., 1st Lt 
Overeni Thomas B.. T/Sgt 
Owen, Donald E., Ptc- 
Owens, Albert L., S/Sgt 
Owens, Harold L., Sgt 
Owens. James G., T/5 
OwensDy, Forest L., Pfc 

Paavola. Lennard K., Sgt 
Pace, Charles L., S/Sgt 
Pacheco, John B^ Pfc 
Page, Edgar, S/S» 

Pahlman, James H., Pfc 
Page, Egar, S/Sgt 
Page, Frank C., 1st Lt 
Paiano, Michael V., Pfc 
Paine, John, Jr., Cpl 
Palazzolo, Joseph T .. T/5 
Palo, Edward A., Ptc 
Pallister. Richard G., Pfc 
Panek, Walter S., Pfc 
Pansa, Dante E., Pfc 
Pappas, Lilliam, Pfc 
Paradis, Bernard A.. Pfc 
Parker, David H., Pfc 
Parrish, Harold F., T/4 
Parrish, Earl L., S/Sgt 
Parsone, James P., Pfc 
Pasquale, Alexander A., Pvt 
Passimenti, Anthony J., Pfc 
Passmore, William £., Pvt 
Pasternak, Alvin S., Pfc 
Paszek, John F., Pfc 
Patnos, Harold N., Pvt 
Patterson, Charles H., Pfc 
Patterson, Norman L., Pfc 
Patterson, Walter E., Cpl 
Pattison, Virgil O.. Pfc 
Patridge, Clarence F., Pfc 
Pauleen, Morris, Pfc 
Payne, Michey A., Pfc 
Payne, Tennent L., S/Sgt 
Pazdan, Martin. S/Sgt 
Pazsint, John M,, S/S«t 
Peacock, Francis L., Sgt 
Peak, Ernest L., Pfc 
Peardon, William A.. Pvt 
Pearl, Sigmund S.. Pfc 
Pearson, Glen E., Pfc 
Peck, Lyle C., Pfc 
Pehrson. John W., Sgt 
Peirce, Chichester T., Jr., Sgt 
Peinhardt, Robert E., T/5 
Pelfrey, Harry T., T/4 
Pelkev, Jerome M.. Pfc 
Pelloth, Earl H.. Pfc 
Pelsma, Robert B.. T/4 
Peltz, Henry A.. Pfc 
Penick, Tames H., Cpl 
Penley. Fred H., T/5 
Pensabene, Philip A., Pvt 
Pepe, Alfred J., Wt 
Pepper, Harold F.. Pfc 
Perera, Francisco J., Pvt 


Perfin, Frank. Pfc 
Periard, Lee J., S/Sgt 
Perkins, Edwin, Pfc 
Perlin, Irving, T/5 
Perry, Francis N., S/Sgt 
Perry, Ordway, Pfc 
Pesavento, Jonn P., Pfc 
Pessin, Lewis, Sgt 
Peters, Spurgeon, T/Sgt 
Petersen, Harry T., Major 
Peterson, Lynn D., Pfc 
Peterson, Albert H., Pfc 
Peterson. Paul W., S/Sgt 
Petrcc, Paul E., Ptc 
Petrill, Richard J., Pvt 
Petro, Milton G^ Pfc 
Petteys, Merel, Pvt 
Petty, Warren L., Pfc 
Peveler, William D.. T/Sgt 
Pfannensteil, Alex A., Pfc 
Phelan, Maurice P., 1st Lt 
Phillips, Donald V., Sgt 
Phillips, James A., Pfc 
PhiUips, Joe T„ Cpl 
Phillips, Robert E., 1st Lt 
Phurrough, Fred L., S/Sgt 
Pichette, Eugene F., Cpl 
Pickering, Kelton P., Pfc 
Picone, Alfred, Pvt 
Pierce, Lecroy, Pfc 
Piergrossi, Joseph, Pfc 
Pierson, Eugene J., Sgt 
Pierson, Thomas C„ Pfc 
Pictryka, John J., Pfc 
Pigcault, Rene J., Sgt 
Pilon, Aidorie J ., Pfc 
Pinter, Matthew B., Sgt 
Pintezzi, WiUiam V., Pfc 
Pinyan, Rufus T., S^ 

Pion, James T., Cpl 
Piscitelli, Joseph A., Pvt 
Pistorius, Neil £., 1st Sgt 
Pitchford, Grover C., Jr„ Pfc 
Pittenger, John S., Pfc 
Pitts, Jackin B., Pfc 
Pitts, John J., Cpl 
Pius, Arthur, Cpl 
Pocztolowicz, Joseph F., Pvt 
Poindexter, John A., Jr., Sgt 
Pologi. Carl C., S/Sgt 
Pollock, Elwin L, Pfc 
Ponzi, Trieste S., Pfc 
Pool. Alfred E., Cpl 
Pool, Ben, Pvt 
Poole, Norwood O., Pvt 
Poole, Wayne M., Pfc 
Portwood, Robert E., 1st Lt 
Posner, Jos^h, Pvt 
Possemato, Jtohn J., Pfc 
Postlctwait, Richard H., 2d Lt 
Posto, Kenneth D., Cpl 
Postolakis, Michael, Pvt 
Potosky, Morris, Pfc 
Pounds, L.B., Pfc 
Powell, Charles, Pfc 
Powell, Henry H., Pfc 
Powers, Clarence L„ Pfc 
Powers, Ralph M., Sgt 
Powers, Robert J., Pfc 
Prado, Margo O., Cpl 
Prather, Leonard C., Jr., Sgt 
Pratt, Lawton M., Pfc 
Pratt, William T.. Pvt 
Prezioso, Thomas A.. Pfc 
Pressley, Virgil, T/Spt 
Preston, Thomas D., Sgt 
PriborsKy, George J., S/Sgt 
Price, Grady H.. T/5 
Prichett. Dillard V., Pfc 
Pringle, Thomas W,. Pfc 
Pritkin. Jerome, S/Sgt 
Prottengeier. Robert M., Capt 
Provostj^Leonard S., Pfc 
Pruett, Raymond T.. Cpl 
Pryor, Herschel K., T/5 
Przybyl, Fdward B., S/Sgt 
Przybys. Ben, Pfc 
Puccinelli. Frank R.. Sgt 
Puckett, Grant E.. Pvt 
Puhl, William T , Pfc 
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PuUen, Arthur M„ Pfc 
Purkey, Ddbm ll, Pfc 
Pytkadlo, Micluiel S., Pvt 

Quinn, Harry B., Jr., 1st Lt 
Quioci, William P., Cpl 


Juinoncs, 
Juinton, < 


John, Cp 
, Qyde O., 


Racketa, Lester, T/Sgt 
Kaco, Dominick, Pfc 
Radwick, Elmer A., T/4 
Rake, John W., Pfc 
Raider, Raymond R., Pfc 
Rainey, Luther L., S/Sgt 
Ramer, Tedd]^ Pfc 
Ramm, Alan J., Capt 
Ramsey, WilUam R., Pfc 
Randle, Robert B., T/4 
Randolph, Charles W.. Pvt 
Randolph, Douglas M., S/Sgt 
Randonr, Victor. Pfc 
Rangel, Gilbext P.. Pfc 
Rangel, Joe M., Pfc 
Ranlmr, Albert T., Pvt 
Rankins, Omer W., Pfc 
RanoonL Seth J., 2d Lt 
Raske, Harold, Pvt 
Rathbun, Leroy A., Pfc 
Rawlins, James J., Pfc 
Ray, Basu L., Pfc 
Rayel, Robert Pfc 
Rayfidd. Charles J., Sgt 
Raymond, Hector A., Pfc 
RetUck. WinUm, S/§gt 
Redling, Charles J., S/Sgt 
Reed, Frank L., Jr., Pfc 
Reed, James A., Cpl 
Reed, Norman F., Pvt 
Reed, Robert R., Pfc 
Reeves, Charlie M., Pfc 
Regan, Owen P., T/S 
Regan, Thomas H., Lt Col 
Renalc, Edward A., T/4 
Rehfus, Henry J., Sgt 
Rehm, Carl F., vlc 
Reichard, Leonard J./T/5 
Reifsnyder, Howard F., S/Sgt 
Reilly, Emmett C^ Pfc 
Reilly, James J., T/4 
Reiner, John N., Pfc 
Reinker, Donald G„ S/Sgt 
Reis. Joseph A., S/Sgt 
Reis, Robert W., Pvt 
Reiter, Melvin W., Pvt 
Remmler, Arlon A., Pfc 
Rendina, William J., Pfc 
Renick, James H., Cpl 
Repich. George L., TVS 
Repinsky, Henry J., 1st Lt 
Reyes, Rafael H., Pfc 
Reyne, Estanislado, Pfc 
Reynolds, Alfred R., Pvt 
Re 3 rnolds, Benjamin F., Jr., Pvt 
Reynolds, Charles J., S/Sgt 
Rhine, Harold R., 1st Lt 
Rhinelander. Ralph M.. T/4 
Rhoten, William H.. Pfc 
Rice, Adam, Jr., Pfc 
Rice, Raymond R., Pfc 
Rich, Harold V., Pfc 
Richard, Frank E., Pfc 
Richard, Hubert N.. Pfc 
Richards, Garnold L., Pfc 
Richards, Joseph H.. Pvt 
Richardson, Arthur J., Pfc 
Richardson, David L., Jr., Pvt 
Richardson, Ivan H., Pvt 
Richardson, Jackson C., Pvt 
Richardson. Kenneth T., 2d Lt 
Richardson, Samuel W., Jr., Pvt 
Richardson. William A., Jr., Pfc 
Richer. Vernon T.. Pfc 
Richmond. Glenn E., Pvt 
Rickel. Thomas J., S/Spt 
Rickenbackfr, John E.. Jr., Cpl 
Ridgewav, Earle K., Pvt 
Riggs. Edwin L.. Cpl 
Riggs. John W.. Pfr 
Riley, George H., Pfc 


Riley, Joseph W., Sgt 
Riley, Ley man C., S/Sgt 
Rinehart, Norman E., Pfc 
Rincamith, Paul M., Pfc 
Ring. Samuel J., S/Sjrt 
Ringler, Francis K., Pvt 
Ritts, Bennie F., Pvt 
Ritz, Robert £., T/Sgt 
Rivenbark, Ma^o L., Sgt 
Rivera, Jose O.. Pvt 
Rizzuto, Donald V., Sgt 
Roach, Donald W., P^ 
Roach, James. Pfc 
Robakowski, Norbert S., Pvt 
Robbins, Jesse S., S/Sgt 
Roberts, Arthur M., Pn 
Roberts, Edward L., Jr., Pvt 
Roberts, Edgar W., CWO 
Roberts, EUis J,. Pfc 
Roberts, Everett, Pvt 
Roberts, John C., Jr., Pvt 
Roberts, John W., T/5 
Roberts, Milton H., Pvt 
Roberts, Porter V., Pfc 
Robertson, Lloyd C., Pvt 
Robertson, Robert £., Pvt 
Robidas, Anthony J., Pfc 
Robinett, Reginal P., S/Sgt 
Robinson, Eddie M., 2d Lt 
Robinson, Henry D., Pfc 
Robinson, John F., 1st Lt 
Robinson, Leo M., 2d Lt 
Robinson, Lester L., Pfc 
Robinson, Percy, Jr., Pvt 
Robinso^ WUltam H., Pvt 
Robles, Edwin E., Pvt 
Robney, William E., S/Sgt 
Roche, John J., Pfc 
RochfordjMichael G.. Pfc 
Rodgers, Daniel J.^^2d Lt 
Rodgers, John B., Pvt 
Rodgers, Stanley G., 1st Lt 
Rodriques, Rudolfe, Pfc 
Roeder, Daniel J., Pvt 
Roeming, Clarence. Pfc 
Roeser, Harry, Pfc 
Rogers, Bruce R., Pvt 
Rogers, Clare K., Pvt 
Rogers, Harry K., Pfc 
Rogers, Homer J., Pfc 
Rohrbach, Walter, S/Sgt 
Rollen, Lonnie L., Sgt 
Romney, Harry J., Pfc 
Rooks, Le Roy. Jr., 2d Lt 
Roper, Erby H., Pfc 
Roper/Thomas D., Sr., Pfc 
Rose, Elberts B., Jr., Pfc 
Rose, Emil G., Sgt 
Rose. Joseph H., Pfc 
Rose, Orville G., Pvt 
Rose, Vernon A.. Pfc 
Rosenbaum, Harold. Pfc 
Rosenblatt. Albert J., 1st Sgt 
Rosenzweig, Kenneth A., Pfc 
Rosie, Dominick T.. Pfc 
Ross, Albert J., Pvt 
Ross. Edward A.. 2d Lt 
Rossi, Victor, Pfc 
Rosso. Joseph C., Sgt 
Roth, Dali G.. Pfc 
Roth, Edward W., Jr., Pfc 
Rothgeb, Wade L., T/Sgt 
Rountree, Charles E., Sgt 
Roushar, Francis T., Pfc 
Roussar, Francis J., Pfc 
Roux, Robert J., Pfc 
Rowe, Llewellyn H.. Pfc 
Rowan, John V.. Tr., Capt 
Rowell, Dozrell W., T/5 
Roy, Lyle J., Pvt 
Royer, Joel T/4 
Royster, Ira u.. T/Sgt 
Rozier, Welbom C.. Pvt 
Rozniata. Chester E., Pvt 
Rublts, Francis, Pfc 
Rucker. William B., 2d T.t 
Rucobo, John. Pfc 
Ruddle. William A.. Pfc 
Rudinsicy, Paul J.. Pfc 
Ruggiero. Armanoo, Pvt 


Ruiz, Horace G., Pvt 
Runyan, Francis £., Pfc 
Russ, Stewart O., Pfc 
Russ^, James F., Pvt 
Russell, Lloyd U, T/5 
Russell, Sidney R., Jr., Pfc 
Rust, Paul W» Cpl 
Ruszidewicz, Edward, Pfc 
Ruth, Thomas C., Jr., Pfc 
Rutkowsid, Boleslaw W., T/Sgt 
Ryan, Charles S., Pfc 
Ryan, Dennis J., Sgt 
Ryan, Fogle, T/5 
Rybolt, Omar W.. T/5 
Rydell, Harry C., Sgt 
Rzasa, John I., Pvt 

Sacco, Anthony J., Pvt 
Sach^ David, Pfc 
Saggio, Louis J., Pfc 
Sanun, Axel £., Jr., 2d Lt 
Sailors, Allan H., T/5 
Saindon, Freddie P., T/Sgt 
St. Pierre, Willie J.,^T/5 
Salazar, Albert D.|^Pvt 
Salkauskas, Peter P., Pfc 
Salles, Gflbert, Pfc 
Saltzer, James P.. Sgt 
Saltzman, Lewis V., Pfc 
Salvador, Daniel H.. Sgt 
Samson, J^es D., Sgt 
Samson^ Perry C., Cpl 
Sanchez, Bias, Pfc 
Sanchez, Jose E., Pfc 
Sandberg, Rnssd J., T/3 
Sandrock. Ralph S., Pfc 
Sands, Jolm L., 1st Lt 
Sandusky. Clarence C., Sgt 
Santaxmelo, Joseph, Sgt 
Sapp, Sidney T., T/5 
Sappington. Oscar E., Pfc 
Sarantopoulos, Charles G., Sgt 
Sarle, Joseph r., Pfc 
Sartor, Fnra A., S/^ 

Sasser, Charles W., Pvt 
Saner, Allen C., Pvt 
Saunders, HarrV A., 1st Lt 
Saunders, John £.. T/5 
Savage, Bob B« Ptc 
Savoy, Albert J., T/4 
Saxonis, Nicholas, Pfc 
Sayles, George J., Pfc 
Schaaf, Kennew R., Cpl 
Schaefer, Donald J., Sgt 
Schaeffer, James H^ S/Sgt 
Schafer. Alvin Cpl 
Scanlan, Edwin F., Pfc 
.Schapowal, Walter, Pvt 
Schardt. Ral^ H.. T/4 
Scharmer, Walter J., T/4 
Schatzel, Rapael M.. Pfc 
Schenman, Arthur W., T/4 
Schieber, John H., Pfc 
Schieder, Wealey C., Pfc 
SchirruJSdmnnd S.. Pfc 
Schlke, Ezra N., Pfc 
Schlosser, Joseph P.. Pfc 
Schmidt, Leroy A., 1st Lt 
Schmitz, Alfred W.. Pfc 
Schneidewlnd, Raymond, Pfc 
Schoen, Harold E., T/4 
Schrock, Donald R.. T/Sgt 
.Schroder, Cullen* R.. Pfc 
Schroeder. Donald W., T/5 
Schroeder, Melvin C.. Sgt 
Schucb, Jack R.. T/Sgt 
Schulien, Jo<»^f>b F.. S/Sgt 
Scbultbes. William. T/4 
.Schultz, Donald B.. Pvt 
Schultz, Herbert N., Pfc 
Schulz. Le*» T.. Pf^' 

SchumatK Junior C., Pfc 
Schurman. Ralph L., Cpl 
.Schw.ab. Thomas T^.. Pvt 
Schw.anger. Robert B.. S/Sgt 
.Schwarz, Harold G., Pfc 
Schwarz, Henry A.. Jr.. Capt 
Schwitter, Francis B.. Pvt 
Scieszinski, John T.. S/Sgt 
Scoggins. Rollin C.. Pfc 
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Scritchfield» Thomas J., Pfc 
Scars, Charles W., Sgt 
Seaton, Jack S., Pfc 
Scaver, Vernon R., T/S 
Seckman, Mart W., Sgt 
Securo, Tony, T/5 
Seichick, Alfred, Sgt 
Seidenburg, Frederick H., Pfc 
Seitz, George E., Pvt 
Selecman, Reid E., T/5 
Sellers, Noble, Pfc 
Semansky, Jack, Pvt 
Semsey, John J., S/Sgt 
Sennott, Joseph, Pfc 
Serkez, Theoaore, Pfc 
Semoritz, Morton A., S/Sgt 
Serrano, Gabriel T., Pfc 
Setteducate, Joseph A., Sgt 
Severson, Robert D., Pfc 
Sevier, Harlon L., Pfc 
Sexton, William M., Pfc 
Shaffer, Earl H., Pvt 
Shagrin, Lawrence L., Pvt 
Shank, Lloyd C., Jr., Pfc 
Shannon, Tames M., Pfc 
Shannon, Jerry A., Jr., Pfc 
Shannon, Laverne A., Jr., Pfc 
Shapiro, Irving H., Pfc 
Sharp, fames D., Pvt 
Shaw, Cecil L., Sgt 
Shaw, Russell J^ Cpl 
Shaw, William E„ Capt 
Shay, George S., T/S 
Shedd, Martin B., 1st Lt 
Sheehan, Louis A., Jr., Cpl 
Shelek, Clarence B., T/4 
Shepard, Wilbur G^ Jr., Pfc 
Shepherd, Charles F., Pvt 
Shes, Bernard A., Pfc 
Shelton, James C., Jr„ Pfc 
Shelton, Joseph A., Sgt 
Shephard, Clyde E., Pfc 
Sherman, jenerson, Jr., Capt 
Sherrod, Marvin C., Pfc 
Shipwash, Roby A., Jr., Pfc 
Shirley, Harold L., Pfc 
Shirley, Riley C., Pfc 
Shiver, CliHon W., S/Sgt 
Shornden, Roland F., T/4 
Shoup, Cecil L., Pvt 
Shover, Russell A., Pvt 
Shroycr, Herbert L., Pfc 
Shumaker, James W., Pvt 
Sicenavage, Edward, Sgt 
Sicbold, Marshal S., Pvt 
Sielski. Lester S., S/Sgt 
Siemon, Wayne E., Pfc 
Sierpien, Ted A., T/4 
Signorelli, Benjamin G., Pvt 
Silverstein, Lewis G., S/Sgt 
Simone, Laney, Sgt 
Simmons, Charles L., Pvt 
Simmons, Harold S., Pfc 
Simmons, Leon R., Pvt 
Simoneaux, Weston J., Pvt 
Simpson. Harold M., S/Sgt 
Simpson, Jeff D., Jr., T/Sgt 
Simpson, Joseph R., Pvt 
Sims, Bennie H., Pfc 
Singh, Fred. Pvt 
Sisk, Charlie F., Cpl 
Sinks. Rolley V., Pvt 
Singhaus, Robert M., Pfc 
Sipes, Gean D., Pvt 
Sirianni, Arthur J., S/Sgt 
Skelley, Francis E„ Sgt 
Skelton, Albert C., Pvt 
Skelton, Charles L., Pfc 
Skipper, William E.. T/4 
Skorik, Russell P., Pfc 
Skorupa, Stanley S.. Sgt 
Skotorezyk, Richard C.. Sgt 
Sliwinski, Adam F., Pfc 
Sloan, Horace E., Pvt 
Slonaker, Aaron F., Jr., Pfc 
Sloop, Ronald C., 1st T^t 
.Sloss, Ifarold R..T/5 
Sloss, Robert D., Pfc 
Sliisser, Richard E., Pvt 


Smalley, Frank W., Sgt 
Smarr, Cary M., 1st Lt 
Smartz, James E., Pfc 
Smiank, Clarence O., Sgt 
Smith, Alton J., Pfc 
Smith, Andrew C., Pfc 
Smith, Byard W., Pfc 
Smith, C. J.. Pfc 
Smith, Charlie W., Sgt 
Smith, Chester A., S/Sgt 
Smith, David Pfc 
Smith, George, Cpl 
Smith, Gordon C., S/Sgt 
Smith, Henry F., T/Sgt 
Smith, Howard C., Pfc 
Smith, Jack E., Pfc 
Smith, James £., Sgt 
Smith, James F., Sgt 
Smith, James N., Pfc 
Smith, Jamie E., Pfc 
Smith, John L., Sgt 
Smith, Leslie A., Pfc 
Smith, Loye D., Pfc 
Smith, Mack, Pfc 
Smith, Melvin B., 1st Lt 
Smith, Neal H., Cpl 
Smith, Paul B., Cpl 
Smith, Raymond P., T/5 
Smith, Richard F., Pvt 
Smith, Robert W., Pfc 
Smith, Rolland B., T/5 
Smith, Walter S., Jr., Pfc 
Smith, Willard C., Sgt 
Smith, Zack C., Pvt 
Sneed, J. L., Pfc 
Snelson, Dale D., Pfc 
Snider, Billy L., Pfc 
Snider, Raymond L., Pfc 
Snipes, Jack W., Pvt 
Sniscak, John M., S/Sgt 
Snyder, Andrew R., Pfc 
Snyder, Herbert O., Jr., Pvt 
Snyder, Raymond E., Pfc 
Soares, James, T/S 
Soevyn, Robert R., Pfc 
Solomon, Edward T., Pfc 
Sononen. Elo, Pfc 
Sons, Hillard L., Pvt 
Sorenson, William R., Sgt 
Soth, Elmer W.. T/Sgt 
Souleyret, Harold T., Pvt 
Sowers, Curtis X., Pfc 
Spaking, Clifford M., Pvt 
Sparks, Charles G., Cpl 
Spear, Archer T., Cpl 
Spear, Lester K., 1st Lt 
Spelhaug, Chester L., Pvt 
Speliotis, Charles J., Sgt 
Spellman, Thomas L., Pfc 
Spence, James W., S/Sgt 
Spence, Lawrence R., T/5 
Spencer, Vergal L., T/S 
Spenger, Arthur C., T/Sgt 
Sperling, Harvey A., Pfc 
Sperry, Maddin L., Capt 
Spielman, John G., Cpl 
Spivey, Arlie, Pfc 
Spivey, Roy S., S/Sgt 
Sprague, Joseph, T/S 
Spring, Charles W., S/Sgt 
Springer, Gail A., S/Sgt 
Spyker, Don W., T/Sgt 
Squires, John C., T/5 
Soevyn, Robert F., Pfc 
Stafford, James C., Pvt 
Staggs, Walter R., Pfc 
Stallone, Leonard J., Pfc 
Stamatakakos, Christos S.. Pvt 
Standen, Ralph D., S/Sgt 
Stankey, Paul, Pfc 
Stanly, Frank B., 1st I.t 
Stanton, Herman, Sgt 
Stanturf, James G.. Pvt 
Stapleton, James A.. Pfc 
Stapleton, William F., Pfc 
Starbuck. Wilbur E., T/Sgt 
Starkey. Lcland W., Pfc 
Starling, William D., Pfc 
Starnes, Owen J., Pvt 


Starns, William H., T/5 
Starr, Charles W., Cpl 
Statham, Junior F., Pfc 
Stauffer, Laverne P., Pvt 
Steentwyk, Henry N., Pvt 
Stefanowicz, Bernard C., Pvt 
Steffan, Leonard J., Pvt 
Stehnack, Sam, Pfc 
Steichen, Daniel J., S/Sgt 
Stein, Donald L., S/Sgt 
Stein, Isadore E., 2d Lt 
Stenl^rg, Virgil E., S/Sgt 
Stepanek, Anton G., S/Sgt 
Stephens, Guy F., Jr., Pfc 
Stephens, James P., Pfc 
Stephens, William J., Pfc 
Stephenson, Ralph E., Pvt 
Stephenson, Rol^rt N., 1st Sgt 
Stephenson, Walter S., Sgt 
Sterling, Jack F., Pvt 
Stern, Henry, Sgt 
Stevens, De Verl F., Pfc 
Stevenson, James D., T/5 
Stevenson*, Neil D., Pvt 
Stewart, Andral B., Pfc 
Stewart, Harold M., Pfc 
Stewart, Harry J., Pvt 
Stewart, Jack A., Pfc 
Stewart, Robert E., Sgt 
Stewart, Roy D., Sgt 
Stickles, James C., Cpl 
Stinger, Lee A., Pfc 
Stitzel, Vance R., Pfc 
Stoddard, Clifton F., Pvt 
Stogner, Benjamin H., Pfc 
.Stokes, Lester J., Pfc 
Stollings, Homer, Pvt 
Stone, Fred L., Pvt 
Stone. Joseph J., Pfc 
Stoneoumer, Earl R.. Pfc 
Stonehill, Raymond W., S/Sgt 
Stouder, Everett A., Pvt 
Stracke, Emil H., Pfc 
Straight, Edward A., Jr., Sgt 
Strathern, George A., Pvt 
Stratton, Albert F., Pfc 
Straus, Louis, T/Sgt 
Stuart, George R., Pfc 
Stubblefield, R. N., Pfc 
Stuck, Frank J., Pvt 
Stiimpf, Adolph W., Pfc 
Sturgis, Calvin W., Pfc 
Sturm, Thomas A., Pfc 
Suarez, Jose R., Jr., Pvt 
Subers, Walter J., Pvt 
Sublett, Roy V., Sgt 
Suchecki, Walter, Pvt 
Sullivan, Edward J., Pfc 
Sullivan, Owen F., Jr., Sgt 
.Summers, Carl D., Pvt 
Sumner, Roy O., Pfc 
.Suppes, Jacob. Cpl 
Surber. John, Jr., Sgt 
Sutherland, Amon. T/4 
.Suttlc, Claud E., Pfc 
Sutton, William J., Jr., Pvt 
Swan, Donald F., Pfc , 

Swan, Robert N., S/Sgt 
Swanson, Raymond F., Pfc 
.Swartout, Malcolm J., Pfc 
Sweeney, Charles B., Pfc 
Sweeney, Edward J., Pfc 
Sweezy, Edward J., S/S^ 
Sweimlcr. Theodore F., Cpl 
Swesey, Vere H., Jr., S/Sgt 
Sw’idzinski, Stanley, Pfc 
Swiner, Frank, Pfc 
.Swirsky, Irving, Pfc 
Sylvester, Maurice A., Pfc 
Symonovit, Leo M., Pfc 
.Sypicn, Louis V., Pvt 
Svpowicz, Matthew E., Pfc 
Szymezyeha, Alfred J., Pfc 

Tabor, Gilbert S., Jr., T/4 
Talento, Frederick T., Jr.. Pfc 
Talmadge, Charles D., Pfc 
Tanhoff; Harold W.. S/Sgt 
Tankersely, Millard W.. Pvt 
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LIGHTNING 


Tankesley* Luther E., T/S 
Taraborelli, Albert M., Pfc 
Tarhavisky, Michael J., Pfc 
Tamofsky, Isidor. Sgt 
Tashjian, Musrooo J., Jr., Pvt 
Tatcm, Heywood B., Jr., Pvt 
Tatko, Alex, Jr., S/Sgt 
Taylor, Clarence E., Pvt 
Taylor, Cletis W„ Pfc 
Taylor, James D., Pvt 
Taylor, Keith J., Pfc 
Taylor, Lee F., Jr., Pvt 
Taylor, Lewis E., Pfc 
Taylor, Ray H., Jr., Cpl 
Taylor, Robert A., S/Sgt 
Taylor, Sidney, Pfc 
Taylor, Victor H., Pfc 
Taylor, Walter S., Pfc 
Taylor, Lilliam F., Pvt 
Teague, George W., Pfc 
Tear, Thomas H., Pfc 
Teigen, Richard A., Pvt 
Tenberg, Robert L., Pfc 
Tennant, Maynard C., Pfc 
Tennison, Raymond C., Pfc 
Tcrranova, Jack, Pfc 
Terry, John D., Pfc 
Tester, James D., Pfc 
Testerman, Benjamin H., Jr., Sgt 
Tetro, Donald F., Pvt 
Teves, Holmes H., Pfc 
Tcxter, Armour R., Pvt 
Thibodeaux, Raymond J., S/Sgt 
Thomas, Eugene C., Pfc 
Thomas, Gerald K., S/Sgt 
Thomas, Herbert R., Pvt 
Thomas, James B., Pfc 
Thompson, James K., Sgt 
Thompson, James L., Sgt 
Thompson, John P., Pfc 
Thompson, Ovid L., Pvt 
Thompson, Ralph M., Pfc 
Thompson, Robert L., Pfc 
Thorington, James W., 1st Lt 
Thornton, Clinton O., Jr., Pfc 
Thornton, Forest L., Sr., Pvt 
Thornton, Youal L., Pfc 
Tibbetts, Austin F., Pfc 
Tichnell, Melvin R., T/S 
Tidwell, James T., Pfc 
Tiedeman, Harold E., 1st Lt 
Tignanelli, Joseph A., T/5 
Tillis, Gordon B., Pfc 
Timmerman, Edison C.. Pvt 
Timmerman, Robert, S/Sgt 
Timmerman, Wilfred R., Pfc 
Tippin, Milton T., Jr., Pfc 
Tirinzonie, John D., Pvt 
Tlcalec, Anthony, Jr., Pfc 
Tobin, Martin, Pfc 
Tobolski. Telesfor F., 1st Lt 
Todice, Frank, S/Sgt 
Tomayko, Joseph E., 2d Lt 
Toney, Lawson W.. Pfc 
Tonich, Frank J., Sgt 
Tonti, Ted C., Sgt 
Toomey, Tobert H., Pfc 
Topor, Adam J., Pfc 
Torres, Jose R., Pfc 
Tortarella, Carmine F., Sgt 
Toscano, Peter, Pfc 
Totty, Charles B., T/5 
Towne, Harold E., T/S 
Townsend, Melvin W., Pfc 
Trail, Wallace H., Sgt 
Trathen, Henry R., Cpl 
Travis, Otis V., Pfc 
Trianni, Salvator J., Pvt 
Trivett, Gyde H., Capt 
Trowbridge, Harry L., Tr., 2d Lt 
Trueblood, Gayton E.. T/5 
Truex, Lawrence N., Pfc 
Tucci, Philip, Pvt 
Tucker, Asa H., Pfc 
Tucker, Curtis E. M.. T/5 
Tugana, George E., Pfc 
Tuggle, Harold O.. Pvt 
Turay, Caszmer, S/Sgt 


Turley, Alonzo E., Pfc 
Turner, Frank A., Cpl 
Tamer, Milton E., Pfc 
Turpin, Oliver, Pvt 
Tutko, George J., Pfc 
Tyler, Robert H., Capt 

Umminger, Warren, Pfc 
Underdown, Norman J., Pvt 
Underhill, Cartus, Pfc 
Unkenholz, Willard C., Pfc 
Upbam, James R., Pfc 
Upham, Raymond F., Sgt 
Upton, John R., 2d Lt 
Urbanic, Steve, Pfc 
Urffer, George S., T/5 
Urgolo, August A., Cpl 

Vaca, Cipriano S., Pvt 
V'alcnte, Christopher J., Pfc 
Valenti, Salvatore F., Pfc 
Valentine, Ernest, Pfc 
Valenty, Anthony S., Pfc 
Van Alstyne, Willard S., T/4 
Vanasse, George H., Cpl 
Van Buren, Franklin W., T/4 
V^an Cleave, Milton E., T/Sgt 
Vancott, Robert A., Sgt 
Vande, Velden James P., Pvt 
Vandekolk, Garrit J., Cpl 
Vanderpriem, Harry J., Sgt 
Van Dusen, Robert E., Pfc 
Van Dyke, Allyn F., 1st Lt 
Van Houten, Eugene B., S/Sgt 
Van Meter, Elmer L., Pfc 
Vanni, Pio J., Sgt 
Van Patten, Charles D., Pfc 
Van Schoyck, Willard L., Pfc 
Vasel, Paul, S/Srt 
Vasquez, Joseph J., Pvt 
Vaughn, Cecil M., Pfc 
Vaught, Elvin C., Pfc 
V'^enn, Lewis C., Pfc 
V'entrella, Joseph, Pfc 
Verfurth, Daryl R., T/5 
Verrastro, Leonard T., Pfc 
Vietmeier, Jack A., Pvt 
Viglo, Edward, Pvt 
Viitanen, Emil G., Pvt 
VMneer, Joseph F., Pfc 
Vinchkoski, Leonard J., T/S 
Vines, Clarence W., Pfc 
Vix, Kenneth M., Pfc 
Vlha, John G., S^ 

Vogel, Benjamin E., Cpl 
\'oj^, Francis J., T/5 
Vogt, Joseph T., Pfc 
V^ogts, Merle G., Sgt 
Voikos, John, Pvt 
Volonino, Mark A., Pfc 
Voorhees, Kenneth R^ Pfc 
Votapka, George O., T/5 
Vouga, Roger V., T/4 
Vrabcl, Stephen T., Pfc 
Vucich, Joseph R., Pvt 
Vucich, Tony E., Pfc 
Vydra, Joseph, Pfc 

Waddell, Willis N., T/Sgt 
Wade, Chester E., Pfc 
Wadman, Joseph B., S/Sgt 
Wagner, Elmer C., Pvt 
Wagner, Henry M., Pfc 
Walbruck, Herbert H., Pvt 
Waldo, Roberto O., Pfc 
Wales, Kenneth G., Pfc 
Walk, Samuel S., Pfc 
Walker, Ed. C., T/4 
Walker, Edward L., Pvt 
Walker, Guy J., Pvt 
Walker, Harold G., T/5 
Walker, Herbert W.. Pvt 
Walker, Toe C., Pvt 
Walker, John M.. Tr., Pfc 
Walker, Marion M., S/Sgt 
Walker, Merrill, S/Sgt 
Wall, Sideny M.. Pfc 
Wallace, Charles A., Pfc 
Wallace, Homer A,, Pfc 


Wallace, James B., Pvt 
Wallace, Marvin L., Sgt 
Wallace, Robert E., Sgt 
VVaUace, William C., Pfc 
Wallick, Roy W., Pfc 
Wallrauch, Edward G., Pfc 
Wain, Joseph L., S/Sgt 
Walsh, Andrew E., T/4 
Walsh, Thomas M., Pfc 
Walsh, William J.. Pfc 
Walter, Eugene, Pvt 
Walter, Marian O., Pfc 
Walters, Edwin M., T/4 
VV'^alton, Howard R., Jr., 1st Lt 
Walton, Robert R., S/Sgt 
Warasky, Chester L, Pfc 
Ward, Charles E., Pvt 
Ward, Harold L., Pfc 
Ward, James F., Pfc 
Ward, Joseph L., Pvt 
Ward, Samuel L., Pfc 
Ware, George E., Cpl 
Ware, James T., Pfc 
Warion, John D., Pfc 
Warner, Alvin L., 2d Lt 
Warner, Frederick B., T/S 
Warner, George H., Pfc 
Warner, Leonard V., Pvt 
Warner, Virgil C., Pfc 
Warren, Albert E., Pvt 
Warren, Edward R., Pfc 
Warren, George C., Sgt 
Warren, George L., Jr., Pfc 
Warren, James D., Sgt 
Warren, Oltha A., T/4 
Warren, William F., Pfc 
Washburn, William W., Sgt 
Watkins, Hubert L., Pfc 
Watkins, Joseph P., Sgt 
Wawrzyk, Walter J., Pfc 
Wazeborewski, Frank C., Pfc 
Weaely, Anderson C., Pfc 
Weat, Delmar, Pfc 
Weaver, Gene A., 1st Lt 
Weber, Donald J., T/4 
Webb, Carl J.. Pfc 
Webb, Donald H., Pfc 
Weber, Walter H., Jr., Cpl 
Webster, Reed J., S/Sgt 
Weed, Frank A., Capt 
Weekly, Paul E., Jr 
Weeks, Orlin F., Pvt 
Weeks, Roger, Pfc 
Weide, Irving G., 2d Lt 
Weir, Jefferson F., Pfc 
Weinck, David L., Sgt 
Weisberg, Lawrence M., Pfc 
Weisenhorn, Charles, Pfc 
Weiser, Harry L., Sgt 
Weishaar, John L. Sgt 
Weissenburger, Edward L,. Pfc 
Wei ford, Henry T., S Sgt 
Wellborn, James C., S/Sgt 
Weller, Vernon P., Jr., Sgt 
Wells, Archie C., Pfc 
Wells, Clifton W., Pvt 
Wells, Edward. Pfc 
Wells, Grover C., Sgt 
Wells, Malcolmb H.. Sgt 
Wendell, Carl, S/Set 
Wentz, Glenvil C., Pfc 
Wernecke, Val D.. Pfc 
Werner, Harold V.. Pfc 
W'ertz, Joseph L.. Sgt 
Wesaw, Francis G., S/Sgt 
Wesolowski, Ernest L.. S/Sgt 
Wesolowski, Teddv S., Pvt 
West. Virgil F.. Pfc 
Westenhaver. Don C., S/.Sgt 
Westcrfield, John B., T/5 
Westmoreland. Joseph P., Sgt 
Wetherhee. Charles D.. T/4 
Wetmore, James B., Pfc 
Wevant. liarold E., Pfc 
Whalen. Harold T.. Pfc 
Whalen. Martin G,. Pvt 
Whealton, Melvin E., Cpl 
Wheasler, William G., Jr., 1st Sgt 
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Wheeler, Charles I., Pfe 
Wheeler, Donald M., Pfe 
Wheeler, Joseph M., Cpl 
Wheeler, Koy E., Pfe 
Wheeles, Reuben E., S/Sgt 
Whipkey, Harry O.. Pfe 
Whitaker, Loyd, Jr., Pvt 
White, Carrell E., Pfe 
White, Cedric L., 2d Lt 
White, Charles L., Cpl 
White, David, Pfe 
White, Dclmcr, R., Pvt 
White, Donald F.. Pvt 
White, Douglas E., Cpl 
White, Douglas O., Pfe 
V^ite, Emerald, Pfe 
White, Herbert T., Pfe 
White, Hubert B.j^S/Sgt 
White, James L., Pvt 
White, Merrill W.J>vt 
White, Robert A., Pvt 
White, Robert T., Pvt 
White, Walter C., Pvt 
White, William J., Pfe 
Whiteley, William R., Pfe 
Whiteside, Guy W., Sgt 
Whitfield, Ray W., Sgt 
Whitlow, McGinnis, Pfe 
Whitmore, John N., Pfe 
Whitney, John W.. Pfe 
Whitson, Joseph L.. Pfe 
Whittemore, Alaric D., Pfe 
Whittle, James, Pvt 
Whittom, Harry H., Pvt 
Wichenstrocr, Harry B., Pfe 
Wicks, Glenn D., Pfe 
Widman, William J„ Tr„ Pfe 
Wiencek, Stanley C., Pfe 
Wietecha, Joseph J., Pfe 
Wig^ahl, Gordon P., Pfe 
Wigg, Paul A., T/Sgt 
Wilcox, William C^ Pfe 
Wilcox, Ralph D., Pfe 
Wiley. William B.. Pfe 
Wilkes, Elmer L., T/5 
Wilkins, Alvin K., Pvt 
Wilkins, Har\'ey L., S/Sgt 
Will, Clarence L, IVt 
Willey. Harry D., Pfe 
William, John R., T/5 
Williams, Albert L., Pfe 
Williams, Daniel O., Pfe 
Williams, Frank R., Pfe 
Williams. Fred W., Pfe 
Williams, Ivan F., S/Sgt 
Williams, Joseph C., T/5 
Williams, Joseph P., Pvt 
Williams, Joseph R., Jr., Pfe 
Williams, Joseph W., Cpl 
Williams, Lewis J., Pvt 
Williams, Martin W., Jr., S/Sgt 
Williams, Richard O., Jr., 2d Lt 
Williams, Russell M., Pfe 
Williams. Walter S., S/Sgt 


Williams, W’hally H., Sgt 
Williams. William C^ T/Sgt 
Williams, Willie J., Pfe 
Willing, Joseph F., S/Sgt 
Willingnam, Chester M., Col 
Willingham, Kenneth L., 1st Lt 
Willis, Gerald I., T/S 
Wilmont, Richard W., Pfe 
Wilson, Andrew R., Pvt 
Wilson, Bruce A., Pfe 
Wilson, Carl L., Pvt 
Wilson, Harry A., Cpl 
Wilson, Henry P., S/Sgt 
W’ilson, Leroy, Pfe 
Wilson, Lester K., Pfe 
Wilson, Malcom L., T/5 
Wilson, Robert H., Sgt 
Wilson, Vernon O., S/Sgt 
Wilson, William C., Cpl 
Windt, James A., Pfe 
Wingfield, Lloyd A., S/Sgt 
Winkowitsch, George W., Pvt 
Winstead, George B„ Pfe 
Winters, James H., Pvt 
Winton, Merbell C^ T/S 
Wise, Richard F., T/4 
Wisniewski, Edward R., Pfe 
Wisniewski, Stanley H., Sgt 
Wixon, Robert L., Pfe 
Woertz, Virgil E.. Pfe 
W’ojciechowski, Chester, Pfe 
Wojciechowski, Edwin S., Pfe 
Wojcik, Joseph A., T/S 
Wojtach Emil R., Pfe 
Wojtanek, Maryan W., Pfe 
Wojtyszka, Frank, Pvt 
Wocott, Darwin F., Pfe 
Wolenuk, Stephen, T/4 
Wolfe, Chester A., Pfe 
Wolfe, Donald R., Cpl 
Wolfe, Earl D., Pvt 
Wolfe, Hubert L., Jr.. Pfe 
Wolford, Curtis L., Pvt 
Wong, King G., T/Sgt 
Wood, Allen W., Pfe 
Wood, Chester B., S/Sgt 
Wood, Donsdd J., Pvt 
Wood, John O.. T/Sgt 
Wood, Walter W„ Pfe 
Wood, Wesley C., Pfe 
WoodhuU, Bradley A., Pfe 
Woodman, George M., Jr., Capt 
Woodruff, Jimmie C., Pfe 
Woods, Floyd E., Cpl 
Woods, Frank G., Pfe 
Woods, Leslie E., Pfe 
Woods, Richard W., Pfe 
Woodside, Edward E., T/Sgt 
Wooten, Euell E., Pfe 
Worth, Edward M., Pfe 
Wortzkey, Edgar N., Pfe 
Wright, Donald M., 2d Lt 
Wright. Edwin R.. WOJG 
Wright. George W., Pfe 


Wright, Jesse E., T/5 
Wright, Leroy C., 1st Sgt 
Wright, Lesie A., Pfe 
Wright, William G., Pvt 
Wright, William P., Jr., 1st Lt 
Wrobel, Stanley J., Cpl 
Wundsam, Robert J., Cj)l 
Wyatt, Charles E., 1st Lt 
Wyatt, Thomas N., Pvt 
Wynns, Blarl D., Pfe 

Yacus, Michael J., Pfe 
Yagar, Jack J., Pfe 
Yakerson, Irving S., Cpl 
Yakus, Herbert, Pfe 
Yanke, Donald E., S/Sgt 
Yates, Morris F., Pfe 
Yeager, Francis F., T/4 
Yeahl, Qeave O., T/4 
Yee, Chow H., Pvt 
Yelton, Wayne W„ Pfe 
Yeoman, Howard E., 1st Lt 
Yocom, Dewey M., Pvt 
Yocom, Dewey M., Pvt 
Yocum, Robert Z., S/Sgt 
Yoder, Wayne K., Pfe 
York, Samuel A., Sgt 
Yother, Paul, Pvt 
Young, Bernard R., S/Sgt 
Young, Gordon S., 1st Lt 
Young, Joseph H., Pfe 
Young, Kenneth R., Pvt 
Young, Joseph B., Pfe 
Young, Robert E., Pfe 
Young, Walter F., Pfe 
Youngbloom, Clarence L., Pvt 
Younldn, Lawrence H., Pvt 
Yucus, Charles J., Cpl 

Zabarcld, Peper P., Pvt 
Zabriski, Chester A., Pfe 
Zahrobsky, John C., S/Sgt 
Zalenski, Walter B., Cpl 
Zambino, Louis P., Pfe 
Zawacki, Harry A., Pfe 
Zawvillc, Edward J., Pvt 
Zbihley, John, Pfe 
Zdep, William F., Pfe 
Zealand, Donald E., Lt Col 
Zeble, Julius G., Pfe 
Zelenka, Stephen A., S/Sgt 
Zemont, Stanley L., Sgt 
Zetterberg, Arvid P., 1st Lt 
Ziegert, Jack R., Pvt 
Zigler, Otties L., S/Sgt 
Zillotti, George, S/Sgt 
Zimmerman, Earl W., T/4 
Zimmerman, Glenn A., Pvt 
Zinn, Charles P., Pfe 
Zoll, Earl J., Pfe 
Zombas, Themistocles, S/Sgt 
Zull, Raymond S., Pvt 
Zwierzynsky, Joseph, Pfe 


Digitized by 


Gougle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



FOREIGN DECORATIONS 


BRITISH DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER 
Keyes, Richard W., Lt Col Lutz, Harry, Lt Col 

BRITISH MILITARY CROSS 

Barzelay, Ross, Capt Frazier, Douglas P., Lt Col 

BRITISH MILITARY MEDAL 
Howard, Donald R., S/Sgt 
FRENCH LEGION OF HONOR 
Parker, Edwin P., Jr., Maj Gen 

Canun, Frank, Brig Gen Rice, John K., Brig Gen 

FRENCH CROIX de GUERRE 


Albauch, Pearl B. 
Bandow, Robert A. 
Barth, Chester W. 
Boyce, Ely J. 

Boynton, George M. 
Brock, Holice M., Jr. 
Cake, George F. 
Camm, Frank 
Carson, James E. 
Carter, Andrew M. 
Chipman, Royce E. 
Claiborne, William F. 
Coen, James J. 

Collins, John W. 
D’Aoust, Raymond W. 
Davids, John L. 
Deyoe, Warner S. 
Dinaro, William H. 
Duncan, William D. 
Estes, Aaron F. 

Falk, Herbert 
Ferguson, Arthur E. 
Fraley, Glenn W. 
Freeman, Joe G. 
Catchel, Forrest S. 
Gristian, Harry M. 
Hamel, Paul W. 
Harper, William M. 
Hart, Kenneth C. 

Hart, Roswell B. 
Hayes, Thomas H. 
Hines, Waymond L. 
Inman, James H. 
Jackley, Alva B. 
Jaskolka, Edward 
Kimbro, Thomas L. 
Krippner, Robert L. 

Nichols, Joseph A. 

th Bronze Star 
'.h Silver Star 
th Silver Gilt Star 
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(B) Pfc Lanahan, John V. (B) Pfc 

(B) S/Sgt Lawrence, Melvin (S) Major 

(B) T/Sgt Lolley, Dalton E. (B) Cpl 

(B) Cpl McKenney, Charles A. (L) Col 

(B) M/Sgt Manion, Benjamin A,, Jr. (B) S/Sgt 

(B) T/3 Maszk, Stanley C. (B) T/Sgt 

(S) Major Moore, Lloyd M. (B) S/Sgt 

(L) Brig Gen More, Berkeley D. (B) IstLt 

(S) Major Neal, James R. (B) S/Sgt 

(B) S/Sgt Newman, George F. (B) S/Sgt 

(B) Pfc Newman, Isadore (S) Major 

(B) S/Sgt Nichols, Joseph A. (L) Col 

(S) Capt Ondrick, John G. (L) Col 

(S) Capt Parker, Edwin P., Jr. (L) Maj Gen 

(B) Pfc Petersen, Harold D. (B) S/Sgt 

( R ) Lt Col Peterson, Kermit M. ( B ) Sgt 

( B ) Pfc Phelan, Maurice P. ( S ) Capt 

(R) LtCol Popendick, Ralph E. (B) T/Sgt 

(B) T/Sgt Prescott, Duane E. (B) S/Sgt 

( B ) Pfc Quillen, Claude H. ( R) Lt Col 

(B) Pfc Renshaw, Clyde (B) T/Sgt 

(B) S/Sgt Rice, John K. (L) Brig Gen 

(B) S/Sgt Rico, Raymond R. (B) Pfc 

(B) S/Sgt Scanlon, Joseph A. (B) T/5 

(S) Major Schellman, Robert H. (R) LtCol 

(B) Sgt Short, Walter D. (S) Major 

(B) Pfc Stephenson, Robert N. (B) T/Sgt 

( B ) T/Sgt Stone, Robert S. ( B ) S/Sgt 

(B) Cpl Taylor, Robert M. (B) S/Sgt 

(L) Col Testerman, Benjamin H. (B) Sgt 

(L) Col Todd, Richard B. (B) Pfc 

(B) T/Sgt Veninger, Richard S. (S) Capt 

( B ) T/4 Walck, Grant L. ( B ) T/Sgt 

(B) Pfc Wain, Joseph L. (B) S/Sgt 

(B) 1st Sgt Willing, Joseph M., Jr. (B) S/Sgt 

(B) Sgt Willingham, Chester M. (L) Col 

( B ) T/4 Wilson, Robert C., Jr. ( R ) Lt Col 

BELGIAN CROIX de GUERRE 

(L) Col Parker, Edwin P., Jr. (L) Maj Gen 
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“STH JNFANTBY T>iVISION 
ORDER OF BATTLE 

, M timnihcr 9 May }94S 


DtVISlOX 


Ciimnjaiitlinjr 

As 5 ix^Tit,i 3 iy^ 

Divisioiv Artillfn Corriiriandi!^r. 


\f a i# Edwin ; P. Parker. J t . 

. . j ..;fl johu K- Ricfi 

. . , . .Brj^adier CevierHl Frank Canirq 


Cnlojiel Joseph A. Nichols 


CENEhAL STAFF 


Cliief of . . . . i . , 

>\Rsistaaf Owef nf StniF G-'l 
Assistant Chief of Staijv 
Assistant Chief of « 

Assistant (Jhief of 


, , .Chloire) Jos^h A. Nichols 
.Lt Col Clyde H. QuSBtm 
Ll Col floberl 

Cul Charlesi; A- XtcKt^ians Jiv 
, Lt Col Dtwiald E. EKalAnd*' 


Lfavids 

Diriftni 


Maj'Lt Gnf joh n L 

Maj-Lt Col VVniiam H 


Assistant Cliief of Staff. C -5 


jft A*<fy>v 
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LIGHTNING 


Adjutant General 

Anti-Tank OflBcer 

Division Chemical OflBcer 
Division Chaplain 


Division Engineer 

Division Ordnance OflBcer. . 
Division Quartermaster. . . . 

Division Signal OflBcer 

Division Surgeon 

Finance OflBcer 

Headquarters Commandant 

Inspector General 

Judge Advocate 

Provost Marshal 

Special Service OflBcer 


SPECIAL STAFF 

Lt Col Fred J. Martineau 

Capt-Maj John D. Sitterson, Jr. 

Lt Col Willard W. Anders 

Lt Col Thomas H. Reagan* 

(13 December 1944-18 December 1944) 
Maj John L. Cunningham 
(20 December 1944-20 February 1945) 
• Maj-Lt Col Charles A. Albright 

Lt Col John J. Closner 

Lt Col Arthur V. Deal, Jr. 

Maj-Lt Col Robert E. Norvell 

Maj-Lt Col Willard H. Grant 

Lt Col Thomas L. Lucas 

Lt Col Arthur L. Toups 

Lt Col Arthur H. Oestreich 

Lt Col. Lawrence H. Kemman 

Lt Col Clair S. Beebe 

Capt-Maj Harry J. Petersen 

Maj Stanton S. Von Grabill 


* Killed in Action 
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309th infantry REGmENT 


COl4 JOHN o; pNDRICK 


Cf>i John G. Ondiickj Regimij^ikt jpoirtri^ 

Lt C'ol Greighton E< Lifes.; E.iecAitive 
Officer 

( 13 Dec 1944-a MajJ 
A Jaj Julian B. BxecwtR'e p{~ 


Nlaj Jesse P. Mt>GrcfieId, Battalion doni. 

' , /ftiaruler'' ■ 

(31 Dt* m#-2 Apr 

Mttj Dfniglas E Era?jer, Battalioi] Com- 
mandiCT 


i 30 BATTALipN 

Lt Col George Cassett, Battalion Cora- 
inandeT, 

(38 Dk- 1944-r14 Dev 1944 ) 

\la| Tlidwas 11, . Alon-roe,- Jr„ Battalion 
■ Ci)rnRMand,er ■ .< - 
( 15 Dit- 194^1B Jwn 1945) 

Lt Col Floyd, AC ClailV' Battalion Ct«n- 
raander •- 

i 20 ian,/l945-E Mar .1945> 

•' - .V'. . ; . ...... Vt;: ' . V, ^ ■■■ 

Capt AV'aUftf ,'D. Battaiton Com- 

! , 'hiandet-'’ ' 

■ ’:(Si> Mar. 1945-28 Mar 1945.) ■ 

Alonro'e, Jr., fiattalion 


1ST b attalion 


Lt Col Robert II, Schellinan, Battalion 
Ctmnriandfer 


2D BATTALION 

Lt Col Wilson L, Burley ' Jr.; 

Co.mniftnder (§) 

■ (13 Dec 1944-15 Dec 1944) 

Cast ; jEJditgIss F. Frazier, Battalion 
G?.vtnraander 

(16 Oev^ 1944-30 Dec 4044) 

: 1 1 4 'Ivi tft A«i?on 


Battalion 



:51Gth INFANMY BEGldVtENT 


COL THOMAS H HAYES 


mtlL iNFANTRY REGIMENT 

AMiopeli EarF \1, Munet, Regimental 
• Cpmiyiander 
(L3 DeA l^#~S 

lit C/ol-Col#iel Thfjr^st? Hayes; 
, Regiment C^wmander 
( 9 Feb . Apt, 1 945 ) 

Et Coi 'L«l5;. Bt^gimental Com- 

mander 

Lt CoW-Mlmiel Tliomas H, IJayes. 
EsifTdive Offieer ‘ . 

Dec 1944-^ Feb J.945), ., 

•Maf^Lt pill \Yilmer V. R<41; mectidve 

■vh-.'i- C)t!icHgr ■ ■ ' : • ' - •■ 


Maj Lester K. Dtsonw Baltalioti! p>jrl\ 
manditT 


- 2D BATTALION 

LI Gut ByionTV. Ladd. Battaliffn Ctwn- 
-ttiandet 

(12 Dw 1944-16 Dee 1944^ 

Ma| ; Boggis At Robtrisott, JfeUalion 

CoitimaiKler >/ 

(I? D.(?c UH4-I9 Dec- 1944), 

AlM'f A T'ol Emjn^tt, R, Citft>Y,etb., BAt- 

bdi«>ri Codirnaiidt'jf 

(20 i)eq' 1944-j2 Atar<4i iCHS) 

M«j/ tleiir\- H‘. TtarderdWfg^ Bat- 
fulieu Cotftmandeji; - - . % 


. . LST BATOLioN ,, . 

Lr €>}{■ Fmuk B. Harrisinb AVaftaliUn 
• Ciiinmitfide/ T ; 

■(L3;.D<jc 1944-U B't’b’'f9Vs)’;’op<,- 

'•Co!nijfw'n,dt.'r yA.A;.,p'' V. 

I L3 Ffh .Apr- 

■ .iiujoder 

(2 Apr RHS-rp: Apr . ■„-. 


30 baitaLion ; 

Lt Gill H»my .|.iUt?M ' Rattidiod 
mander , ' . 

(•|aXVc-i9d4:M4:XTArol! f945') . •' 
A'fuJ Wahc-r.' )''lVA?ii?ret'-.’. Battalion 'Giou- 
mander 



311th infantry REGIMENT 


COL CHESTER M. WILLINGHAM 


Col Chester M. Willingham, Regi- 
mental Commander 
Lt Col Walter A. RiemoMselmeider, 
Execaitive Officer 
(9 Dec 1944-^17 Jan 1945) 

Maj Gwen H. Carter, Acting Executive 
Officer 

( 18 Jan 1945--7 March 1945) 

Maj-Lt Col James W. Sears, Executive 
Officer 


2D BATTALION 

Lt Col Richard W. Keyes. Battalion 
Commander 


3D BATTALION 

Lt Col Andy A. Lipscomb, Battalion 
Commander 

(9 Dec 1944-^26 Dec 1944) 

Maj Peter J. Newton, Battalion Com- 
mander 

(27 Dec 1944-1 Jan 1945) 

Lt Col Andy A, Lipscomb, Battalion 
Commander 


1ST BATTALION 


Maj Edwin C\ Gatz, Battalion Com- 
mander 

(9 Dec 1944-17 Jan 1945) 

Lt Col W alter A. Riemenschneider, 
Battalion Commander 
(18 Jan 1945-5 Feb 1945) 

Maj-Lt Col Lyle J, Kennedy, Battalion 
Commander 


urigiH^I fr&n 

OF r :oH! 




78th infantry DIVISION ARTILLERY 


Brigadier General Frank Canini, Com 
rnancling General 

Colonel Boswell B. Mart, Executive 
Officer 


COL ROSWELL B HART 


307TH FA BN ( lOomni How ) 

Lt Col Donald W\ Adams, Battalion 
Comrnander 


309TH FA BN (155mm How) 

Lt Col Eber D, Russell. Battalion 
Corumamler 




903D FA BN (105mm How) 
Maj-Lt Col Thurman A. Irving, Bat- 
talion Commander 


308TH FA BN (lOStnm How) 

Lt Col Gregor)' L. Higgins, Battalion 
Commander 
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303D MED BN 78TH SIGNAL CO 

Lt Col James F. Reilly, Battalion Com- 1st Lt-Capt John K. Miller, Company 
mander Commander 

(13 Dec 1944—14 Apr 1945) 1st Lt Frank L, Brooks, Jr., Executive 

Maj Aaron Pushkin, Battalion Com- Officer 
mander 

Maj James T. Downs. Ill, Executive 
Officer 


Go gle 


AM 



LIGHTNING 


vrv v: ^ T7STH 0RG:H,LM) CO 

Gapt..\ Alexaudpr^^; ' Fw r Nti^rklev ’ C6ih 

Gomiipttndeir - • ., -f, 4- Co*nman .• . 

1st Lt ■Rkija^d: R;-, WarfMj 
' Officer"'- 


•,u<^:' “at; - >: 

Gapt Clvarifs Lt^'Meyw* C<?mpat)V C^rtntaiider. 
. , , ..Ibt-Lt Ea^l |CJ,HttrTaif^'Ex<'c»dKfe Officer 


s- ‘^:-'';r ; :ii'' «• ' ■•i/ 

1st Jjt CoiiritL Schott Platoon . 

-. = 'inapdef 

2d tt^Isl Lt Gregor)'. G*. Curtis, EVe^il 
Uve Officer - .. 'S 
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UNIT AWARDS 


UNIT CITATION 

2nd Battalion, 3IIth Infantry Regiment 
3rd Battalion, 310th Infantry Regiment 
1st Battalion, 310th Infantry Regiment 
1st Battalion, 309th Infantry Regiment 

COMBAT INFANTRY REGIMENTS 
309th Infantry Regiment 
310th Infantry Regiment 
311th Infantry Regiment 

MERITORIOUS SERVICE 
UNIT PLAQUE 

778th Ordnance L Maintenance Com- 
pany (§§) 

78th Signal Company ( §§ ) 

303rd Medical Battalion (§§) 

78th Division MP Platoon 

Service Battery, 307th Field Artillery 
Battalion 

Service Battery, 309th Field Artillery 
Battalion 


Medical Detachment, 309th Infantry 
Regiment (§§) 

Medical Detachment, 310th Infantry 
Regiment (§§) 

Service Company, 310th Infantry Regi- 
ment (§§) 

Service Battery, 903rd Field Artillery 
Battalion 

Headquarters, Service Company and 
Medical Detachment, 303rd Engineer 
Battalion 

Service Company, 309th Infantry Regi- 
ment (§§) 

78th Infantry Division Band 

Medical Detachment, 311th Infantry 
Regiment (§§) 

Special Troops, Medical Detachment 
and Division Dental Clinic, 78th 
Infantry Division 

Service Company, 311th Infantry Regi- 
ment (§§) 

Service Battery, 308th Field Artillery 
Battalion 

78th Quartermaster Company 


(15) Star to Meritorious Service Plaque 
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UNITS ATTACHED TO 78TH INFANTRY DIVISION 


1: ANTIAIRCRAFT ARTILLERY UNITS 
552d AAA (AW) Bn a 20 Dec 44; d 12 July 45 


2: ARMORED UNITS 


CCR 5th Armored Division 
CCA 5th Armored Division 
CCR 7th Armored Division 
CCR 3d Armored Division 
CCR I3th Armored Division 
709th Tank Bn, —Co B and D 
736th Tank Bn, —Co C 


774th Tank Bn 

Cos A and D, lOth Tank Bn 

Co A, 739th Tank Bn 
Sqdn B, Fife and Forfar Yeo- 
manry 

I PItn, Co A, 738th Tank Bn 


a 18 Dec 44; d 21 Dec 45 
a 27 Jan 45; d 1 Feb 45 
a 3 Feb 45; d 10 Feb 45 
a 21 Mar 45; d 22 Mar 45 
a 14 Apr 45; d 14 Apr 45 
a 10 Dec 44; d 25 Jan 45 
a Mort Pltn and Assault G Pltn (M), 11 Jan 
45; d Mort Pltn and Assault G Pltn (M), 21 
Jan 45; 

a 25 Jan 45; d 1 Pltn D, 1 Feb 45; 

d D and Mort Pltn, 3 Feb 45;. d 4 Feb* 45 

a 3 Feb 45; d 24 Apr 45 

aD, 17 Dec 44; aA 19 Dec 44; dD 20 Dec 44; 

dA 21 Dec 44 

a 27 Jan 45; d 6 Feb 45 

a 27 Jan 45; d 2 Feb 45 

a 6 Feb 45; d 28 Feb 45 


102d Cavalry Ren Gp 


28th Ren Tr 

4th Cav Ren Sq, Mecz 


3: CAVALRY UNITS 

a 18 Dec 44; d Tr A, 38th Cav Sqdn, 7 Jan 45; 
d 24 Jan 45 

A 19 Apr 45; d 22 Apr 45 
a 21 Mar 45; d 25 Mar 45 


4: CHEMICAL UNITS 


Cos A, B and D, 92d Cml Bn 
(4.2 Mort) 

Cos A, B and C, 86th Cml Bn 
(4.2 Mort) 


Co B, 90di Cml Bn 

Co B, 95th Cml Bn (4.2 Mort) 


a 23 Dec 44; d 21 Jan 45; 
a 27 Jan 45; d 3 Feb 45 

a A, 12 Dec 44; d A, 24 Dec 44; 
a A and C, 3 Feb 45; d A and C, 13 Feb 45; 
a B, 15 Mar 45; d B, 2 Apr 45 

all Mar 45; d 16 Mar 45 
a 4 Apr 45; d 17 Apr 45 


5: ENGINEER UNITS 

Co A, 146th Engr C Bn a 19 Dec 44; d 21 Dec 44 

3d Pltn, Co A, 112th Engr C Bn a 19 Dec 44; d 7 Jan 45 
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6: FIELD ARTILLERY UNITS 


18th FA Gp 

62d Armd Fa Bn (SP) 

76th FA Bn (25 Pdr) 

95th Armd FA Bn ( 105 mmG) 
987th FA Bn 


Btry A, 258th FA Bn ( 155 mm 
(SP) G) 


a 3 Apr 45; d 17 Apr 45 

a 13 Dec 44; d 17 Dec 44; a 20 Dec 44; 

d 24 Dec 44 

a 9 Mar 45; d 17 Apr 45 

a 15 Dec 44; d 17 Dec 44 

a— Btrys A and C, 12 Dec 44; d— Btrys A and C, 

19 Dec 44; a Btry C, 3 Feb 45; d Btry C, 14 

Feb 45 

a 27 Jan 45; d 5 Feb 45 


7: INT’ANTRY UNITS 


.GT303 

CT386 , S 

CT387 ' ^ 

CT517Pcht . 

39th Inf Regiment 

112th Inf Regiment 
2d Ranger Bn 
23d Armd Inf Bn 
60th Armed Inf Bn 
3d Bn, 121st Inf 
Co A, 47th Armd Inf Bn 


a 3 Apr 45; d 6 Apr 45 

a 5 Apr 45; d 6 Apr 45 

a 4 Apr 45; d 6 Apr 45 

a 4 Feb 45; d 7 Feb 45 

a— 3d Bn, 11 Mar 45; a 3d Bn, 13 Mar 45; 

d 16 Mar 45 

a 19 Apr 45; d 25 Apr 45 
a 16 Dec 44; d 8 Jan 45 
a 3 Feb 45; d 10 Feb 45 
a 12 Mar 45; d 17 Mar 45 
a 19 Dec 44; d 21 Dec 44 
a 19 Dec 44; d 21 Dec 44 


8: TANK DESTROYER UNITS 


628th TD Bn (SP) (90mm) 
817th TD Bri 
893d TD Bn 


9: 

78th GIG Det 

OB Team 33 

IPW Team 132 

IPW Team 133 

PI Team 121 

Mil Team 451-G 

French Liaison OflBcer 

Det, 8th Tac Air Comd Sqdn 

Air Support Officer, IX Fighter 


a 19 Dec 44; d 23 Dec 44 
a 3 Dec 44; d 23 Dec 44 
a Co C, 11 Dec 44; a Co C, 19 Dec 44 
d Co C-1 Pltn, 21 Dec 44; 
d Co A, 4 Feb 45; d Co B, 27 Feb 45; 
d 30 Sept 45 


all Aug 44; still attached 26 Dec 45 
a 7 Dec 44; d 7 May 45 
a 7 Dec 44; d 15 Sept 45 
a 7 Dec 44; d 15 Sept 45 
a 7 Dec 44; d 7 May 45 
a 13 Dec 44; d 22 Dec 45 
a 7 Dec 44; d 15 Sept 45 
a 10 Dec 44; d 7 May 45 
a 28 Nov 44; d 7 May 45 


SPECIAL UNITS 
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COMMAND POSTS OF THE 78TH INFANTRY 
DIVISION IN GERMANY 

All Dates Inclusive 


Rotgen 13 

Lammersdorf 9 

Schmidt 1 

Hausen 3 

Wollersheim 4 

Durscheven 6 

Flammersheim 7 

Erpel 10 

Honnef (Mauser 
House) 15 

Konigswinter 20 

Holtoif 22 


Dec 44- 8 Feb 45 
Feb 44-28 Feb 45 
Mar 45— 2 Mar 45 
Mar 45- 3 Mar 45 
Mar 45— 5 Mar 45 
Mar 45- 6 Mar 45 
Mar 45- 9 Mar 45 
Mar 45—14 Mar 45 

Mar 45-19 Mar 45 
Mar 45-21 Mar 45 
Mar 45-28 Mar 45 


Oberpleis 29 

Eichelhardt 5 

Wissen 8 

Morsbach 9 

Denklingen 11 

Cummersbach 12 

Berghausen 14 

Wennelskirchen 15 
Ronsdorf 16 

Dillenburg 18 

Bad Wildungen 15 
Hofgeismar 6 


Mar 45— 4 Apr 45 
Apr 45— 7 Apr 45 
Apr 45- 8 Apr 45 
Apr 45—10 Apr 45 
Apr 45—11 Apr 45 
Apr 45—13 Apr 45 
Apr 45—14 Apr 45 
Apr 45—15 Apr 45 
Apr 45—17 Apr 45 
Apr 45—14 May 45 
May 45— 5 July 45 
July 45-16 Oct 45 


ATTACHMENTS TO HIGHER HEADQUARTERS 

(From 13 December 1944—15 September 1945) 


13 Dec. 44-18 Dec 44 

V Corps, First Army 

18 Dec 44—22 Dec 44 
VII Corps, First Army 

22 Dec 44- 2 Feb 45 
XIX Corps, Ninth Army 

2 Feb 45- 7 Feb 45 

V Corps, First Army 

7 Feb 45-12 Feb 45 
XVIII Corps, First Army 

12 Feb 45-16 Mar 45 
III Corps, First Army 


16 Mar 45- 2 Apr 45 
VII Corps, First Army 

2 Apr 45—19 Apr '45 

XVIII Corps, First Army 

19 Apr 45- 8 May 45 
First Army 

8 May 45—15 June 45 

XIX Corps, Ninth Army 

15 June 45—20 July 45 

XIX Corps, Seventh Army 

20 July 45—15 Sept 45 
XXIII Corps, Seventh Army 
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Abendcn 

Adcndorf 

Adcrich 

Agidienbcrg 

Ahlefeld 

Ahlcn 

Ahrweiler 

Albertshof 

Alfeny ingen 

Alferzhagen 

Allenbach 

Allinghausen 

AIpe 

Alpcrbruck 

Altenahr 

Altenbach 

Altenlinde 

Altennumbrcch 

Altenpahl 

Altcnratb 

Alzen 

Am Gericht 

Am Scheidbaum 

An der Kirchc 

Angfurtcn 

Antwcilcr 

Appenhagen 

Arnzhauscben 

Asbacb 

Attcbone ' 

Atzenbagen 

Bacbem 

Badegrnst 

Bad Ncucnahr 

Bnidenbcrg 

Balsiefen 

Barmen 

Baumen 

Baur 

Bech 

Bcchlingboven 

Bccke 

Bellingrotb 

Bennert 

Benningbausen 

Benningrath 

Benolopc 

Berchausen 

Berg 

Bergenustadt 

Bergbausen 

Bergisch 

Bergneustadt 

Berptadt 

Berkenroth 

Berscheidt 

Bersten 

Bettingen 

Bettorf 

Beuel 

Beyenburg 

Bickenbach 

Bickerath 

Biebclchof 

Bielstein 

Biesenbach 

Biesfeld 

Billig 

Bigenbof 

Birken 

Birkenbach 

Ititze 

Bitzen 

BlaflFertsberg 

Blaidersbacb 

Blasseifen 

Blens 

Bliedinghansen 


BHcsenbacb 

Blombacb 

Bockcl 

Bocklingen 

Bobl 

Bohlenbagen 

Boingbausen 

Bolzenbacb 

Bomig 

Bonolpe 

Bornbacb 

Bornhausen 

Boswipper 

Brabenderboke 

Brandsebcide 

Breibacb 

Breidenbacb 

Brcidcnbriich 

Breitewiese 

Bremen 

Bremi^ 

Brenyingen 

Breun 

Breunfeld 

Brinsabl 

Broebbagen 

Broicberbof 

Brol 

Brube 

Brucb 

Bruebein 

Bruchen 

Bruebbausen 

Bruck 

Bruner Hoi 

Brunglingbausen 

Brungsberg 

Brunohl 

Bucbel 

Bueben 

Buccholz 

Bucbbolzen 

Bruddemuhl 

Bublstahl 

Buisdorf 

Burg 

Burgerhohe 
Burgerstrasse 
Burg Ringsbeim 
Burvenicb 
Busch 

Buschergrand 

Buscherhof 

Buschhausen 

Buttingshausen 

Calenbom 

Casseler-Heidi 

Cronenberg 

Cuchenheim 

Dabringbausen 

Dahl 

Danninberg 

Dant 

Dattenberg 

Dattenfeld 

Dedenborn 

Dcient-ach 

Dcnklingen 

Penkst 

Derschlag 

Dhun 

Dhunn 

Dickhausen 

Dieringhausen 

Diezenhausen 

Dirnau 

Distelkamp 


Dreibaumen 

Dreisbach 

Dresbach 

Drinhausen 

Dorn 

Dorrenberg 

Dortenhof 

Dreschhausen 

Drespe 

Driesch 

Duhland 

Dummlinghausen 

Dunebusen 

Durhaus 

Durholzen 

Durpbaule 

Durscheid 

Durscheven 

Ebbinghausen 

Eckenbacb 

Eckenbagen 

Eckringbausen 

Ehringhausen 

Eiberg 

Eichen 

Eicherscheid 

Eichholz 

Eickcroff 

Eteks 

Eiershagen 

Eipringhausen 

Eisenkaul 

Elberfcld 

Elbringhausen 

Elisenthal 

Ellenghausen 

Er ingen 

EPingshagen 

Elsenroth 

Elsig 

Engeldorf 

Engelskirchen 

Engerfeld 

Ente 

Enzen 

Eppernich 

Erblingen 

Erbschlo 

Erdingen 

Erholungsheim 

Erlingbagen 

Estenmaar 

Ettenhausen 

Euehen 

Eueln 

Euenheim 

Eugenienthal 

Eulelsloch 

Eulen 

Euskirchen 

Eusten 

Ewinghausen 

Fahlenberg 

Falkenhof 

Farrenbracken 

Faultiert 

Feld 

Fenke 

Finnenich 

Firmenich 

Fischbach 

Fischbacherhiittc 

Flamersbeim 

Flerzheim 

Flockenberg 

Florin 

Floysdorf 


Forst 

Forthausen 

Frankenforst 

Freckbausen 

Freischeim 

Freudenberg 

Friedrichsthal 

Frielinghausen 

Frielingsdorf 

Frommersbacb 

Furken 

Gaderoth 

Galgenbrock 

Geiningen 

Gcislar 

Gerstenhof 

Gerhardsfeld 

Geringhausen 

Gielgen 

Gimarzenahl 

Gimborn 

Gimmersdorf 

Goldcnberg 

Gosse 

Green 

Grenenberg 

Grienringhausen 

Grinanthal 

Grossberghausen 

Gross Bullesheim 

Grossenbernberg 

Grotyenberg 

Grund 

Ciruneback 

Grunewald 

Grunschladc 

Gruterich 

Gudenau 

Gummeroth 

Gummersbach 

Haan 

Haasminkel 

Habersauel 

Hachenberg 

Hackenberg 

HackfHIstein 

Haddenbach 

Hagen 

Hahn 

Hahnen 

Hahnenbach 

Hahsbacb 

Haibach 

Halle 

Hallobcn 

Halscbeid 

Haistenbach 

Halzenberg 

Hambodeen 

Hammer 

Hammerholz 

Hammesberg 

Haromea Rostringhausen 

H?ngdar 

Happach 

Harcheidt 

Haidt 

Harscheldt 

Hartegasse 

Harth 

Hasenfeld 

Hasselbach 

Hasten 

Hasten 

TUitzfeld 

Hau 

Hausen 
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Haussels 

Hechwald 

Hecke 

Heckelscheid 

Heibach 

Hcid 

Heide 

Heidergansfeld 

Hcidt 

lleienbach 

Heikhausen 

lieiligen 

Hcimbach 

Hrimershcim 

Hcischeid 

Heister 

Heister Bacherrott 

Hellcrseifcn 

Haltenberg 

Helzen 

Hemm 

Hemmerholz 

(fengstenberg 

Hennef 

Mepningen 

Herat 

Herfea 

Hergarten 

Hergscheid 

Henneradorf 

Hermesdorf 

Hersbach 

Herresbagcn 

Hertegasse 

Heseln 

Hespart 

Hesselbach 

Hessilbach 

Hetzinger Heck 

Heusiepen 

Hilberath 

Hillierscheidt 

Hill Micke 

Himberg 

Himmerknsen 

Hinter 

Hinterhufe 

Hochmeid 

Hochsten 

Hockei^broich 

Hof Ahe 

Hoferhof 

Hoflf 

Hoffnung 

Hohenhain 

Hchl 

Hohnerbcrg 

Hohnrath 

Hoholz 

Holfe 

Hollenbcrg 

Hollinden 

Holt 

Holtcn 

Holtcrf 

Holterfeld 

Hole 

Holzem 

Holzlar 

Hoizwcilcr 

Homburg 

Homburgcrhahn 

Homcl 

Honnef 

Horpc 

Hovel 

Hiibender 

Huckeswagib 

Huckhauscn 

Huckswagcn 

Hufe 

Hufen 

Hulscnbusch 

Hulstert 

Hunfgartcn 

Hunsbom 

Hunsbcim 

Uunscheid 

Huppenbroich 


Iluppichteroth 

Hoaten 

Kuthiberweg 

Hutz 

Idyllenhohe 

Imgenbroich 

Iromen 

Irlenbusch 

Ittcnbach 

Jadinghagen 

Jennccken 

Kafringhausen 

Kaiserau 

Kalenborn Junction 

Kalkberg 

Kalabach 

Kaltau 

Kaltenbach 

Kaltencich 

Kapellensung 

Rappenstein 

Karmeg 

Karnap 

Kaabach 

Kaator 

Katzenbach 

Kehlinghauaen 

Kemmerich 

Kcnkhauscn 

Kepkendahl 

Kerpsc-Talaperre Dam 

Kertenbach 

Kesternich 

Ketzbcr^ 

Kirchheim 

Klasawiper 

Klaus 

Klein Bullesheim 

Kleinenberrd>crg 

Kleinbeipe 

Klemenscheidt 

Klenenseicben 

Kloster Mariawald 

Klostcr-Ommerborn 

Kloster Scbweinbeim 

Kluppelburg 

Knappstockberg 

Kobllwrg 

Korlf urtberbrucke 

Koblgrube 

Kohlkaul 

Kolfbausen 

Kolscbbacb 

Kommerscbeidt 

Kompel 

Konigswinter 

Konusspitz 

Konzcn 

Korseifen 

Kottbausen 

Krabm 

Kratzbcrg 

Krautweg 

Kremenboll 

Kretzhaus 

Kreuzweingarten 

Krawinkel 

Kreuzburg 

Kuckstcin 

Kudlngboven 

Kulbach 

Kuppelstein 

Kurtcn 

Kurtcnberg 

Kurtensicfo 

I.abl 

Lamsfuss 

Langcnbacb 

Langendorf 

T.^genberg 

Lantenbach 

Laudcnberg 

Lcch 

Lecbtenberg 

Lcienbuch 


Leinbach 

Lenbolz 

Lenn(?p 

Leppe 

Levenkfi ^ 

LicbtenliifjF .. r * 

LicbtenpSs^', ; 

Liefenrotb ^ 

Liessem 

Limperich 

Linde 

Linden 

Lindler 

Linz 

Linzenicb 

Lobscheid 

Locb 

Loffelsterz 

Loh 

Loope 

Lope 

Lndendorf 

Ludorf 

Luffringbausen 

Luftelberg 

Luttringbausen 

Lutzingbausen 

Mador 

MaisdOrpe 

Malsberg 

Malzhagen 

Marienberghausen 

Marienbagen 

Marienbeide 

Markenputz 

Marscbeid 

Mauelsbagen 

Menden 

Meblem 

Meindorf 

Metssminkel 

Meiswinkel 

Mennkausen 

Menzenberg 

Merkbausen 

Merzbacb 

Merzemcb 

Miebacb 

Miel 

Mission House 

Mittingboven 

Morenhoven 

Moresnet 

Morkenputz 

Morsbacb 

Morsbacherhutte 

Monsnkude 

Mouenothe 

Muble 

Mublen 

Muhlenbacb 

Muhlensclade 

Mullcmicb 

Mullensiefen 

M ullersommcn 

Mnllinghoven 

Mungster 

Nassenitein 

Neiswinkel 

Nespen 

Neucnhaus 

Ncuenhof 

Neuenbohe 

Neuenkamp 

Ncuenothe 

Neucnhofcbcn 

Ncukircben 

Neull 

Niedendorf 

Xicder 

Niedcr Arnsberg 
Niedcr-Bachem 
Nieder Doinghausen 
Nieder Dollendorf 
Niederescb 
Nieder Fischbach 
Nieder Flosbacb 


Nieder Gelpe 
Niederhagen 
Nieder-Haltorf 
Nieder Hausen 
Niederbof 
N iederkastenholz 
Nieder Kollenbacb 
Nieder Odenspeil 
Niederpleis 
Nieder Rubacb 
Nieder Sessmar 
Nieder Zielenbacb 
Nochen 
Notbausen 
Nudelscbaibacb 
Numbreebt 
Nursebe 

Ober Agger 

Oberbachem 

Ober Bantenberg 

Ober Bierenbach 

Oberborscb 

Ober Breidenbacb 

Ober Busebem 

Oberdollendorf 

Oberdries 

Obereseb 

Ober Flosbacb 

Obergartzem 

Obergaul 

Ober Gelpe 

Oberberg 

Oberbausen 

Ober Heuslingen 

Ober Holzen 

Oberkassel 

Oberkasteobolz 

Ober Kollenbacb 

Ober Scbummerick 

Oberselbacb 

Ober Sulze 

Ober Wamsbacb 

Ober Webnrath 

Oberwiebl 

Oberwinkelhausen 

Ober Zielenbacb 

Ockenfels 

Odenbausen 

Odenspicl 

Odingnausen 

OflFerman 

Offermannsberg 

Obi 

Oblenberg 

Oblhagen 

Olingboven 

Ommeratb 

Opperzau 

Orbacb 

Osberghausen 

Osingnausen 

Ottershagen 

Pahl 

Peeb 

Pcffkoven 

Perdt 

Pergenrotb 

Pernze 

Perseifen 

Petensberg 

Pettseifen 

Plett 

Platz 

Prombneb 

Publ 

Putzeben 

uabacb 

ueckenberg 

Quodenbof 

Raisiepen 

Ramersdorf 

Rauebenauel 

Rautenbacb 

Rauenthal 

Rchbclroth 
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Reininghausen 

Schmidt 

Stiche 

Waag 

Wahbcheid 

Reinehagen 

Scbmitzhobe 

Stiefelhagen 

Reishagen 

Schneid^ " 

Stieldorf 

Walbach 

Reinerscheid 


St. Marienberg 

Walbruch 

Remmelsohl 

Schi^piHBM 

Stockberg 

Wald 

Remperg 


Stockheim 

Waldau 

Remscheid 

Sch iKMpISSby^ ** y 

Stoldorf 

Waldbrol 

Remshagen 

SchoCT ' 

Stotzheim 

Waldhotel 

Reudenbach 

Schoffelii 

Strassweg 

Wallcfeld 

Rhedcr 

Schomberg 

Strauch 

Wallershausen 

Rhein 

Schonberg 

Strick 

Waschbcrg 

Rheinhach 

Schoneberg 

Strombach 

Wasserfuhr 

Rheinbreitbach 

Schonenbach 

Struck 

Watscheid 

Rheindorf 

Schonmaldhaua 

Sudbcrg 

Wagescheid 

Rhondorf 

Schrauben 

Sulze 

Wehn 

Richerzbagen 

Schuckhauien 

Suppebacb 

Wehnrath 

Rielenkamp 

Schwammenauel Dam 

Surst Harth 

Weibenbcrg 

Ritterseifen 

Roderwiesc 

Roitzheim 

Roleber 

Schwarz 

Schwarzbruch 

Schwarzeln 

Schwarzen 

Tannenbaum 

Teschem 

Thai 

Tissenichcr 

Todenfeld 

Tombergerhof 

Uber Asbach 

Weiden 

Weideshcim 

Weiershagen 

Weilerswist 

Rolefel 

Schwarz-Rheindorf 

Wendershagen 

Rollesbroich 

Rolscheid 

Rolshagen 

Romberg 

Romlihghoven 

Schweifeld 

Schweinheim 

Schwclm 

Seifen 

Seifenauel 

Wendlingen 

Wenschelbach 

Wermelsldrchen 

Werth 

Wesser 

Rommclsdorf 

Selbach 

Uberberg 

Westen 

Romihersberg 

Sengelbusch 

Ulbert 

Westhausen 

Ronsahl 

Servatiushof 

Ulpenich 

Weyer 

Ronsdorf 

Sessinghausen 

Unkel 

Widderbach 

Rosenhugel 

Shun 

Unnenberg 

Wieden 

Rospc 

Siedenberg 

Unterberg 

Wiedenest 

Rostringhausen 

Sieferbof 

Unter borsch 

Wiehl 

Rotgen 

Siegburg Mulldorf 

Unter Buschem 

Wiehlmunden 

Rottland 

Sieperhohe 

Unterfeld 

Wildenburg 

Rossenbach 

Silberhart 

UnterHohlfurth 

Wilenroth 

Rottbitze 

Silberacheid 

Unter Kalsbach 

Willingen 

Rottsiepen 

Simmerath 

Unter Lichtinghagen 

Windeck 

Rudenbach 

Sinspert 

Unter Ossenbach 

Windhagen 

Ruh 

Sinzenich 

Unter Schuromerick 

Winkel 

Ruhrberg 

Smitzhohe 

Unterstrasse 

Winterborn 

Runderotb 

Satzvcy 

Sotterbach 

Spelsberg 

Spich 

Vahlberg 

Vesterburg 

Winterburg 

Wipperfeld 

Wipperfurth 

S chaff eld 

Sprenglingen 

Veynau 

Wirtcnbach 

Schalenbach 

Springe 

Vicrsbach 

Wisscrhof 

Schcel 

Spurkenbach 

Vilich 

Wistenhof 

Scheidbaum 

Stadt 

Vilich Muhldorf 

Wisskirchen 

Scheldt 

Stall 

V'^ilich Rheindorf 

Witzerath 

Scheller 

Staubenthal 

Villip 

Woffelbach 

Schemmerhausen 

St. Augustein 

Villiper Olmihle 

Wolfsorth 

Scherbach 

Steckenl)orn 

Viluprott 

Wollersheim Woods 

Scheuren 

Steeg 

VMnxel 

Wulfringhausen 

Schifforth 

Stcimel 

Vlatten 

Wuppertal 

Schinneral 

Steimelhagen 

Volenkrath 

Wuschheim 

Schinnerei 

Schirpenhunn 

Sleinmcnthagen 

Steinbach 

Vollmershausen 

Volperhaiisen 

Zaun 

Scbladern 

Stentcnliach 

Vorderhufe 

Ziegenhardt 

Scblebach 

Sterzenhach 

Vordermuhle 

Zielanbach 

Schlusselberg 

Stesi 

Vossbrugh 

Zinshardt 
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